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ESSAY  I. 

$Ung  of  ©lory— Horn  of  ©lory— ©lory  of  ©olr 
—  ©lory  of  tf)e  Uortr— 
i^rigl)tne00  of  ^10  ©lory— ©oft  of  ©lory* 

WHEN  the  word  of  God  abounds  with  such  ascription 
of  glories  and  perfections  to  the  Redeemer,  we  may  well 
wonder  at  the  low  and  grovelling  conceptions  which  are 
generally  entertained  concerning  him.  If  we  inquire  how 
this  is  possible,  or  from  whence  it  can  arise,  when  it  is  so 
contrary  to  the  express  testimony  of  the  sacred  Scriptures, 
we  can  scarcely  conceive  of  any  answer  which  does  not 
reflect  an  accusation  either  upon  our  understandings  or 
our  hearts  :  so  strong  is  the  scriptural  evidence  of  the 
Divine  perfections  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  the 
understanding  must  be  darkened,  or  the  heart  corrupted, 
that  can  reject  or  deny  it ;  or  both  of  them  be  united,  in 
that  evil  heart  of  unbelief  which  departeth  from  the 
living  God.  Nothing  can  be  more  decisive  upon  this 
point  than  the  assemblage  of  characters  which  are  now 
under  consideration. 

Glory  is  weight  and  gravity :  it  denotes  intrinsic,  real, 
and  solid  splendour ;  and  the  glory  of  God  must,  therefore, 
be  the  manifestation  to  us  of  his  existence,  his  majesty, 
and  perfections  :  but  all  this  is  given  to  Christ  in  each  of 
these  characters  separately ;  and  who  can  consider  them 
collectively  without  a  decided  conviction  of  His  union  in 
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the  Divine  nature  and  essence,  and  His  participation  of  all 
the  Divine  attributes.  Hence,  then,  we  shall  necessarily 
derive  establishment  to  our  faith,  as  to  the  person  of  the 
Redeemer,  the  merit  and  efficacy  of  his  work,  and  the 
all-sufficiency  of  his  redemption.  And  may  the  Divine 
Spirit  shine  upon  his  testimony !  Then  we  shall  adore  and 
love  ;  “  beholding  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
of  God  shining  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ .”  The 
characters  can  only  be  applicable  to  one,  who,  as  in  the 
union  of  the  Divine  essence,  shines  together  with  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost  in  all  the  glories  and  majesty 
of  the  Divine  nature,  and  by  whom  all  the  manifestations 
of  that  glory  are  made  to  creatures. 

All  the  attributes  and  perfections,  all  the  adorable  and 
conceivable  excellencies  of  the  Godhead,  and  what  pro¬ 
perly  constitute  his  glory,  nothing  short  of  this  can  ever 
be  considered  as  the  glory  of  God  :  the  person,  there¬ 
fore,  here  spoken  of  could  never  be  thus  styled  unless  he 
possessed  all  this ;  nor  could  any  one  possess  them  but  a 
person  in  the  Divine  essence,  for  “  he  giveth  not  his  glory 
to  another.”  And,  as  the  term  Glory  is  applied  to  the 
three  persons  in  Jehovah,  it  must  denote  their  absolute 
equality  in  all  the  Divine  perfections.  But  these  are 
terms  which  are  frequently  applied  to  the  Angel  Jehovah 
in  the  Old  Testament,  and  to  Jesus  in  the  New :  so  far, 
therefore,  from  being  a  mere  man,  or  some  exalted  angel, 
or  even  an  inferior  divinity,  he  can  be  no  other  than  the 
great  God  our  Saviour,  one  and  equal  in  the  Divine 
nature.  In  the  prospect  of  his  incarnation  his  approach  is 
predicted  under  this  title, — “  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
Jehovah  shall  be  revealed.”  In  his  humilia¬ 
tion  (says  the  Apostle,)  “  we  beheld  his  glory,  the 
glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father  :” 
in  his  mediatorial  character  he  is,  therefore,  styled  the 
Brightness,  or  rather  the  refulgence,  of  glory  *. 


*  This  is  the  proper  translation  of  Heb.  i.  3 ;  the  term  Father  being 
supplied  in  our  translation,  which  is  not  in  the  original. 
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This  doctrine,  however,  depends  not  upon  detached  pas¬ 
sages  of  the  Scripture  of  truth,  but  is  the  fundamental 
doctrine  that  runs  through  every  part,  and  is  connected 
with  the  whole  system  ;  nor  can  the  system  of  Divine 
truth  appear  in  its  wisdom  or  connection,  if  deprived  of 
this  essential,  though  mysterious ,  truth.  “  There  are 
three”  (says  the  Apostle,  1  John  v.  7.)  “  that  bear  record 
in  heaven — the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost — 
and  these  three  are  one.”  But  should  this  passage  be 
suspected,  or  even  proved  to  be  an  interpolation,  the 
doctrine  would  still  remain  irrefragable,  from  the  frequent 
declaration  of  prophets  and  apostles.  “The  child  born  ” 
is  declared  to  be  “  THE  mighty  God  “  the  Son  of 
the  Virgin”  to  be  “  Immanuel  ;”  “  the  Shepherd  of 
Israel”  to  be  Jehovah  Aleim;  the  Redeemer  to  be 
Jah  Jehovah.  His  own  assertions  upon  this  point  are 
frequent  and  decided:  “  I  am  in  the  Father,  and  the 
Father  in  me”  (John  xiv.  10,  11);  “  All  mine  are  thine, 
and  thine  are  mine  ”  (xvii.  10) ;  “All  things  that  the  Father 
hath  are  mine  ”  (xvi.  15) ; — all  his  perfections,  works, 
worship,  and  glory,  must  surely  be  implied  in  this  appro¬ 
priation,  “  I  and  my  Father  are  one  ”  (x.  30).  And, 
praying  for  his  church  and  people,  he  entreats  that  they 
may  be  one,  “  as  thou  Father  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee.” 
(John  xvii.  21.) 

The  authority  of  any  church  in  opposition  to  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  could  have  no  weight  in  the  establishment  of  any 
doctrine ;  but  when  founded  upon  the  word  of  truth,  it 
certainly  requires  the  serious  attention  of  those  who  profess 
to  be  its  members:  nor  can  the  doctrine  be  more  clearly 
stated  than  in  several  parts  of  the  Articles  and  Service  of 
the  Church  of  England,  which,  founded  upon  the  doctrine 
of  the  Apostles  and  Prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being 
the  chief  corner-stone,  has  long  remained,  and  while  it 
adheres  to  its  authorised  scriptural  standard  will,  we  trust, 
remain  long  “  a  praise  in  the  earth.”  W e  are  there  taught, 
“  by  the  confession  of  a  true  faith,  to  acknowledge  the 
glory  of  the  eternal  Trinity ;  and,  in  the  power  of  the 
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Divine  Majesty,  to  worship  the  Unity/’  (Collect,  Trin.  Sun.) 
While,  then,  we  acknowledge  there  is  but  one  God  and 
one  Lord,  we  are  taught  to  express  our  belief  of  this 
one  Jehovah,  that  he  is  “  not  only  one  person,  but  three 
persons  in  one  substance  :  for  that  which  we  believe  of  the 
glory  of  the  Father,  the  same  we  believe  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  without  any  difference  or  inequality.” 
(Communion  Service,  Trin.  Sun.)  And  in  the  very  first 
Article  of  our  faith,  which  properly  respects  the  nature  of 
the  great  object  of  our  worship,  all  its  members  profess  to 
believe, — and  all  its  ministers  solemnly  attest  their  belief, — 
that  though  “  there  is  but  one  living  and  true  God,”  yet, 
“  in  unity  of  this  Godhead  there  be  Three  Persons  of  one 
substance,  power,  and  eternity, — the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost.”  To  this,  by  faith,  we  cheerfully  assent ; 
since,  let  men  argue  as  they  please,  this  is  the  plain  doc¬ 
trine  of  Scripture  ;  and  we,  therefore,  worship  the  blessed 
Jesus  as  the  King  of  Glory,  the  Lord  of  Glory,  the  Glory 
of  the  Lord,  and  the  God  of  Glory ;  by  no  means  appre¬ 
hensive  of  attributing  too  much  glory  to  him  concerning 
whom  God  himself  has  decreed,  that  “  all  men  should 
honour  the  Son,  even  as  they  honour  the  Father.”  (John 
v.  23.) 

It  is  evident,  also,  that  all  the  Divine  works  of  creation 
and  providence  are  and  were  effected,  and  are  now  carried 
on,  by  him  who  bears  this  style  and  character,  or  he  must  be 
deficient  in  some  of  those  things  which  properly  constitute 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  God.  The  glory  of  creation  is 
{  amongst  the  incommunicable  glories  of  Jehovah ;  upon  crea¬ 
tion  he  rests  his  right  of  propriety,  dominion,  worship,  and 
obedience  ;  because  none  but  Jehovah  can  be  the  Creator 
of  all  things.  To  speak  existence  out  of  nothing,  is  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Self-existent  alone :  all  the  miracles  which 
were  wrought  for  the  Israelites  in  Egypt,  and  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  seem  intended  to  vindicate  this  claim  to  the  God  of 
Israel,  and  to  prove  that  he  alone  was  the  Creator,  be- 

/  cause  all  the  powers  of  nature  were  obedient  to  his  com- 
maud.  Tins  claim  is  supported  in  a  similar  manner  in  the 
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declaration  of  the  Prophet,  “  I  am  the  Lord  your  Holy 
One,  the  Creator  of  Israel  your  King.”  (See  Isaiah  xliii. 
throughout.)  Nothing  can  more  decidedly  prove  the  Tri¬ 
nity  in  Jehovah  and  the  Personality  of  the  Godhead,  than 
the  scriptural  account  of  creation,  in  which  a  name  of  God 
is  used  which  is  evidently  plural  (Gen.  i.  1),  and  according 
to  which,  in  the  council  of  creation,  the  Aleim  or  three 
persons  in  Jehovah  are  represented  as  saying,  “  Let  us 
make  man”  (Gen.  i.  26),  and  in  the  miserable  event  of 
the  fall,  “  THE  MAN  IS  BECOME  AS  ONE  OF  US.”  (Gen. 
iii.  22.)  By  this,  therefore,  we  may  clearly  understand 
the  design  of  the  Apostle  when  he  says,  “  God  created 
all  things  by  Jesus  Christ,”  not  as  a  mere  agent,  but  as 
himself  the  agent  Jehovah  ;  and  again,  “  by  whom  also  he 
made  the  world,”  according  to  the  declaration  of  the 
Psalmist,  “  By  the  word  of  Jehovah  were  the  heavens 
made,  and  all  the  host  of  them  by  the  Spirit  of  his  mouth.” 
This  glory,  then,  is  given  in  the  fullest  manner  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ:  “  For  by  him  were  all  things  created  that  are 
in  heaven  and  that  are  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whe¬ 
ther  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or 
powers ;  all  things  were  created  by  him.”  (Col.  i.  16). 
Having,  therefore,  a  sovereign  dominion  over  all,  it  is  he 
who  sustains  universal  nature,  “for  by  him  all  things 
CONSIST  :”  it  is  he  who  carries  on  all  the  works  of  pro¬ 
vidence  ;  and  in  his  mediatorial  character  “  he  is  exalted 
far  above  all  principality,  and  power,  and  might,  and  do¬ 
minion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this 
world  but  also  in  that  which  is  to  come”  (Eph.  i.  21),  and 
“  he  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  given  him  to  be 
the  Head  over  all  things  to  his  church”  (ver.  22) :  all  judg¬ 
ment  is  therefore  with  peculiar  propriety  committed  into 
his  hand,  that,  appearing  in  all  the  power  and  authority 
of  J ehovah,  he  may  shine  in  all  the  Divine  glory,  and  be 
therein  equally  worshipped  and  adored. 

We  may  also  contemplate  this  wonderful  Person  in  ano¬ 
ther  view,  as  the  Glory  of  the  Lord  ;  even  as  he  appeared 
in  the  form  of  God  throughout  the  Old-Testament  dis- 
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pensation,  and,  in  all  his  appearance  to  the  Patriarchs,  to 
Moses,  and  the  Israelites,  assumed  the  brightness  of  Di¬ 
vine  glory.  Some  have  thought  that  it  is  to  this  circum¬ 
stance  the  Apostle  alludes  when  he  magnifies  the  conde¬ 
scension  of  the  Redeemer  by  the  consideration  of  his  for¬ 
mer  glories,  as  being  “  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thinking 
it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God”  Now  this  was  most 
evidently  displayed  in  all  his  appearance  as  the  Angel  J e- 
hovah,  and  which  was,  no  doubt,  the  manifestation  of  the 
future  Saviour  :  how  else  could  the  Israelites  be  said 
to  have  tempted  Christ  in  the  wilderness  (1  Cor.  x.  9), 
but  as  they  rebelled  and  provoked  this  Holy  One  in 
Israel  ?  But  this  Angel  Jehovah,  was  the  God  of  J a- 
cob,  who,  upon  his  dying  bed  styles  him,  “God  before 
whom  my  fathers  Abraham  and  Isaac  did  walk  ;  the  God 
which  fed  me  all  my  life  long  unto  this  day ;  the  Angel 
which  redeemed  me  from  all  evil.”  (Gen.  xlviii.  15,  16.) 
But  the  same  Angel  is  styled,  the  Glory  of  the  Lord.  (Exod. 
xl.  34,  35;  Lev.  ix.  23.)  He  is  spoken  of  as  a  person 
(Isaiah  iii.  8):  and  who  this  person  is,  is  plainly  decided  by 
other  passages,  viz.  the  promised  Messiah,  Jesus,  who  is 
the  Christ.  (See  Isaiah  xl.  5;  lx.  1.)  We  may,  therefore, 
conclude  that  that  glory  which  passed  by  Moses,  was  in¬ 
deed  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  or  person  of  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  that  what  is  styled  his  back  parts  were  but  the 
anticipation  of  his  future  manifestation  in  the  assumption 
of  our  nature  :  the  methods  of  his  grace  were  figuratively 
represented  by  the  hiding  him  in  the  rock ;  and  through 
him  alone  the  eternal  Jehovah  stands  revealed  as  “the 
Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long  suffering,  and 
abundant  in  goodness  and  truth.”  (Exod.  xxxiii.  20 — 23 ; 
and  xxxiv.  6.)  Oh,  let  me  be  hid  in  the  clefts  of  that  Rock 
of  Ages  ;  and  behold  the  Redeemer  manifested  in  all  his 
glories,  that  I  may  see  and  be  able  to  contemplate  the 
brightness  of  the  Fathers  glory  in  him,  and  all  the  riches 
of  his  covenant,  grace  and  salvation!  But  this  view  has 
been  more  fully  discussed  in  the  title  of  the  Angel  of  the 
Lord,  and  will  not  now  need  any  further  embellishment. 
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It  may,  however,  be  observed  in  the  next  place,  that 
in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  and  in  the  whole  of  his  work,  as 
well  as  in  the  great  mystery  of  his  salvation,  he  manifests 
in  and  through  himself  all  the  glories  of  the  Divine  per¬ 
fections.  This  was  the  time  of  veiling  liis  glory ;  and  in 
the  humiliation  of  this  state,  “  he  was  in  the  world,  and  the 
world  knew  him  not ;  he  came  unto  his  own,  and  his  own 
received  him  not.”  The  Apostle  describes  it  as  a  voluntary 
humiliation.  He  emptied  himself;  he  became  of  no  repu¬ 
tation  ;  he  took  upon  himself  the  form  of  a  servant ;  he 
humbled  himself  even  unto  the  death  of  the  cross.  Yet 
even  then,  such  were  the  beamings  of  his  glory,  that 
those  who  beheld  him  with  an  attentive  and  believing 
eye,  beheld  in  him  “  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  of  the 
Father.”  By  him  the  Father  was  declared,  and  his  ma¬ 
jesty  and  perfections  so  manifested  that  it  might  be  truly 
said,  he  that  had  seen  him  had  seen  the  Father;  they 
that  knew  him  knew  the  Father  also.  (John  i.  14—18; 
xiv.  7 — 9.) — It  was  only  needful  to  observe  his  character, 
and  to  compare  it  with  his  words,  to  discern  somewhat  of 
the  Divine  purity,  and  holiness,  and  power.  The  works 
he  performed,  the  miracles  he  wrought,  were  the  most 
convincing  displays  of  the  natural  attributes  of  the  Divine 
nature  ;  omnipotence  and  omniscience  shone  through  them 
all.  Behold  him,  when,  in  human  nature  awaking  from 
sleep,  he  commands  the  winds  and  the  waves,  and  hushes 
them  into  quiet  with  “  Peace,  he  still.”  See  him  when  he 
heals  the  sick,  cleanses  the  lepers,  restores  sight  to  the 
blind,  or  feet  to  the  lame.  Hear  him  when,  with  the  autho¬ 
ritative  command,  Talitha  cumi,  or  Lazarus  come  forth, 
he  speaks  the  mouldering  carcase  into  renewed  life  and 
vigour.  Observe  the  devils  trembling  at  his  presence, 
acknowledging  his  Divine  authority,  and  legions  of  them 
at  once  obeying  his  word.  Who  is  this  who  thus  speaks  and 
it  is  done,  who  guides  or  controuls  the  order  of  nature  as 
he  pleases  ?  Surely  this  man  is  the  Son  of  God !  Who 
can  forgive  sins  but  God  only?  but  the  humble  Jesus  pro¬ 
nounces  the  authoritative  consolation,  “  thy  sins  are 
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forgiven  thee!”  and  performs  a  miracle  of  almighty 
power  to  prove  his  right  and  ability  to  bestow  the  blessing. 
On  the  mount  of  transfiguration  the  beams  of  Divine  glory 
burst  forth  in  all  their  splendour,  and  convinced  the  won¬ 
dering  disciples  of  the  majesty  of  Him  who,  though  he  ap¬ 
peared  amongst  them  without  form  or  comeliness,  and  in 
nil  the  degradation  of  poverty,  could  have  constantly  as¬ 
sumed  a  dignity  and  splendour  beyond  the  brightness  of 
the  sun,  and  awed  his  creatures  into  submission  and 
adoration.  How  easily  he  could  have  rescued  himself 
from  the  hands  of  his  enemies  appeared,  when,  by  the  ter¬ 
ror  of  his  voice,  “  they  went  backwards  and  fell  to  the 
ground nor  had  they  risen  again  but  by  his  Divine  per¬ 
mission.  Frequently  he  discovered  his  knowledge  of  their 
inward  purposes  and  designs ;  and  till  his  appointed  time 
prevented  by  his  omniscience  and  wisdom  the  execution  of 
their  malicious  designs.  And  by  foretelling  the  plan  and 
purpose  of  the  traitor,  he  plainly  manifested  his  ability  to 
have  done  the  same  again,  when  he  delivered  himself  up 
in  the  garden,  yielded  to  the  power  of  his  assailants,  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  unjust  judgment  of  the  governor,  and  humbled 
himself  even  to  the  cross. 

Butin  the  purity  of  his  character,  unspotted  with  a  stain 
of  sin,  we  behold  the  brightest  display  of  infinite  purity 
which  can  be  given  us  through  the  medium  of  human 
nature.  In  himself  righteousness  and  peace,  mercy  and 
truth,  meet  in  perfect  union ;  till  in  his  cross,  though  the 
lowest  step  of  his  humiliation,  all  the  Divine  attributes 
and  perfections  unite,  and  combine  their  rays  of  glory, 
and  shine  forth  with  the  brightest  splendour.  Though 
nothing  but  sorrow,  suffering,  indignity,  and  abasement 
appear  to  the  eye  of  sense,  angels  behold  in  it  the  most 
striking  display  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  bis  infinite  wisdom, 
power,  and  love;  and  the  eye  of  faith  also  turns  aside  the 
veil,  and  beholds  the  cross  of  Christ,  as  the  wisdom  and 
the  power  of  God  for  the  salvation  of  his  people.  Hence 
he  shines  forth  in  the  Gospel  as  the  Glory  of  the  Lord 
rising  upon  a  darkened  world,  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gen- 
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tiles.  Here  we  behold  the  light  of  the  glory  of  God 
shining  unceasingly  in  the  Person  of  Jesus.  (2  Cor.  iv.  G.) 
Here  we  feel  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation.  (Rom.  i. 
16,17.)  Here  we  behold  him  reflecting  around  all  the 
glory  of  the  Father,  but  full  of  grace  and  truth  :  the  beams 
of  Divine  glory  meet  our  eyes,  softened  down  to  the  weak¬ 
ness  of  our  feeble  sight:  we,  as  Moses,  behold  him  in  all 
the  Majesty  of  his  grace :  without  this  how  could  we  look 
upon  the  full  blaze  of  glory  in  a  righteous  God  !  Our  God 
would  be  a  consuming  fire  ;  the  view  of  his  glory  would  be 
tremendous  and  destructive;  but  now,  in  Christ  Jesus, 
every  view  is  peace,  and  hope,  and  joy,  and  salvation. 
He  discovers  the  Divine  glories  to  make  us  partakers  of 
that  glory,  for  he  is  the  glory  of  his  people  Israel;  when 
beholding  them  by  faith,  “  we  are  changed  into  the  same 
image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord.”  We  no  more  dread  those  beams  of  unsullied  purity, 
but  are  confident  that  the  brighter  they  beam  upon  us,  the 
more  shall  we  experience  their  transforming  influence ; 
and  that  when  we  behold  him  as  he  is,  “  our  God  shall  be 
our  glory,”  and  we  shall  be  completely  like  him. 

Let  us  admire,  adore,  and  love  this  image  of  the  Father’s 
person ;  for  now  exalted  upon  the  throne  in  his  human 
nature,  the  brightness  of  Divine  glory  shines  in  him,  and 
all  the  manifestations  of  Divine  glory  are  made  in  and 
through  him  ;  and  so,  perhaps,  they  will  be  throughout 
eternity.  His  transfiguration  was  but  a  glimpse,  and 
may  be  considered  as  an  earnest,  of  that  glory  for  which 
the  Redeemer  prays  when  about  to  accomplish  his  work : 
“  Father,  the  hour  is  come,  glorify  thy  Son,  that  thy  Son 
also  may  glorify  thee.  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth ;  I 
have  finished  the  work  which  thou  gavest  me  to  do ;  and 
now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou  me  with  thine  own  self,  with 
the  jglory  which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  worl(Lwas.” 
(John  xvii.  1 — 5.)  The  prophetic  Psalmist  gives  us  a  beau¬ 
tiful  and  solemn  view  of  his  entrance,  in  his  mediatorial 
character,  into  his  kingdom,  when  he  had  completed  the 
work  of  redemption,  the  everlasting  gate  opening  to  prc- 
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pare  his  way.  He  came  as  the  everlasting  Conqueror  ;  the 
church  on  earth  demands  his  entrance  as  the  King  of  glory, 
the  Lord  Jehovah  strong  and  mighty,  the  Lord  Jehovah 
mighty  in  battle,  Jehovah  God  of  hosts  ;  and  the  church 
above,  or  the  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host,  welcome  his  ad¬ 
mission  in  the  acknowledgment  of  these  sublime  characters. 
Who,  then,  but  must,  in  the  consideration  of  such  a  pas¬ 
sage  as  this,  join  in  attributing  to  the  exalted  Redeemer 
all  the  glories  of  the  Godhead!  Seated  upon  the  throne, 
though  in  our  nature,  all  power  is  committed  into  his  hand, 
**  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth.”  He  cannot,  there¬ 
fore,  possess  less  than  all  the  wisdom,  the  authority,  the 
majesty,  the  glory,  and  the  worship  of  the  eternal  God . 
Though  the  union  of  his  human  nature  with  the  Divine  is 
incomprehensible  to  us,  yet  so  close  is  that  union,  that  the 
works  of  our  nature  are  referred  to  the  other,  as  God  and 
man  in  one  Christ :  what  he  did  in  his  manhood  is  consi¬ 
dered  as  done  by  God,  and  the  glory  of  the  Godhead  shines 
now  eternally  through  the  manhood.  His  human  suffer¬ 
ings  derive  their  virtue  from  the  dignity  of  his  Divine  na¬ 
ture,  as  his  Divine  nature  supported  his  human  in  the  actual 
enduring  of  them.  When  speaking,  therefore,  of  his  me¬ 
diatorial  character,  it  is  asserted,  “  In  him  dwelleth  all  the 
fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily;”  and,  “  He  filleth  all  in  all” 
What  a  beautiful,  what  an  enlarged,  what  an  encouraging 
view  does  this  give  us  of  the  Person  of  the  Redeemer  ! 
our  nature  united  to  the  Divine  in  the  participation  of  all 
its  glory,  in  an  unutterable,  inconceivable  communica¬ 
tion  of  it :  and  when  the  Son  of  man  is  glorified,  God  is 
glorified  in  him.  (John  xiii.  31.)  Thus  our  way  to  God  is 
opened;  the  human  nature  is  upon  the  throne,  and  secures 
its  access  in  the  person  of  his  redeemed  and  believing  people. 
Here,  also,  a  medium  of  communication  is  opened  between 
God  and  the  human  nature  of  believers,  through  the  per¬ 
son  of  the  Godman  Redeemer.  There  must  be  an  infinite 
distance  between  the  infinite  and  eternal  Jehovah  and 
finite  creatures,  except  through  the  medium  of  God  incar¬ 
nate  ;  and  how  far  every  created  being  may  be  capable, 
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without  some  such  medium  of  communication,  of  beholding 
the  unveiled  glories  of  God,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  de¬ 
termine.  The  mediatorial  person  and  character  seem  now 
to  adapt  these  glories  to  our  view,  and  bring  them  nearer 
to  our  finite  conception  ;  and,  perhaps,  throughout  eter¬ 
nity  those  glories  will  alone  be  discovered  in  and  through 
the  person  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. — Oh  that  when  I 
stand  before  the  throne,  the  glory  of  God  may  beam  upon 
me  through  him !  Thus  alone  shall  I  be  able  to  bear  its 
refulgency,  without  sinking  into  destruction,  without  find¬ 
ing  it  to  be  a  consuming  fire  ;  thus  shall  I  be  capable  of 
enjoying  its  sweetest,  brightest  vision  throughout  eternity  ! 
How  truly,  then,  is  our  Jesus  the  King,  the  Lord,  the 
God  of  glory  !  All  glory  is  his  :  He  is  the  most  glorious 
King;  the  most  glorious  blessings  fill  his  kingdom  :  he  will 
bring  all  his  people  to  glory,  and  then  they  shall  all  cor¬ 
dially  unite  to  give  him  all  the  glory :  this  they  do  now, 
when  contemplating  those  representations  of  his  person, 
which  afford  but  faint  glimmerings  of  his  adorable  excel¬ 
lencies  ;  but  in  the  realms  above  where  he  shines  full  orbed 
in  all  the  splendour  of  his  majesty,  every  power  will  be 
consecrated  to  adoration  and  love  throughout  eternity. — 
The  believing  view  of  it  should  now  lead  us  to  admire  and 
wonder  at  the  depth  of  his  condescension.  This  will  ever 
be  the  wonder  of  heaven ;  a  mystery  which  angels  will  de¬ 
sire  to  look  into  !  Why  do  we  not  more  admire  it  ?  why 
are  we  not  more  astonished  in  the  review,  but  that  we 
do  not  realize  by  faith  the  perfection  of  that  Person,  who 
thus  appeared  in  the  humiliation  of  our  fallen  nature ;  that 
it  was  the  King,  the  Lord,  the  God  of  glory,  who,  as  an 
infant  of  days,  lay  in  the  manger ;  who,  as  a  poor  and 
humble  man,  condescended  to  the  mean  employ  of  his 
reputed  father  ;  who,  as  a  man  of  sorrows,  had  not  where 
to  lay  his  head ;  who  was  despised  and  rejected  of  men ; 
who  groaned  and  agonized,  even  to  the  bloody  sweat 
in  Gethsemane;  who  was  insulted  by  the  lowest  rabble 
of  his  own  rebellious  creatures  ;  who  suffered  himself  to 
be  nailed  to  an  ignominious  cross ;  who  there  endured 
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the  hidings  of  his  Father’s  countenance  ;  who  breathed  out 
his  life  in  the  midst  of  mockeries  and  pain,  and  then  lay 
lifeless  amongst  the  dead  in  the  gloomy  grave.  How  won¬ 
derful  that  he  who  was  in  the  form  of  God,  should  humble 
himself  into  human  nature,  and,  still  more  wonderful,  even 
to  death,  the  death  of  the  cross /(Phil.  ii.  6):  buthe  so  loved 
the  church  that  he  gave  himself  for  it,  an  offering  and  a 
sacrifice  to  God,  for  a  sweet  smelling  savour.  This,  though 
the  greatest  of  all  mysteries,  is  the  most  certain  of  all  facts. 
“  They  crucified  (says  the  Apostle)  the  Lord  of  glory.” 
Now  he  bears  the  impression  of  his  wounds  before  the 
throne,  and  sits  there  delighting  to  appear  as  the  Lamb 
that  hath  been  slain,  though  maintaining  his  rightful  dig¬ 
nity  as  the  King  of  glory.  Let  it  always  be  remembered, 
that  though  invested  with  that  dignity,  in  his  mediatorial 
character,  and  in  our  nature,  it  is  essentially  his  right ; 
that  the  glory  he  received  was  but  that  same  glory  which 
he  had  with  the  Father  before  the  world  was,  though  in¬ 
vested  with  it  in  our  nature  in  a  peculiar  relation,  for  the 
benefit  and  salvation  of  his  people.  Surely  his  name  must 
be  called  Wonderful,  who  unites  such  a  contrast  of  glory 
and  debasement,  of  majesty  and  condescension ! 

He  is  worthy  of  the  faith,  the  reliance,  and  the  depend¬ 
ence  of  all  his  people.  He  who  loved  them  even  unto 
death  can  never  want  grace  to  do  them  good;  nor  can  he, 
who  is  the  God  of  glory,  ever  want  ability  to  secure  their 
enjoyment  of  his  salvation.  All  the  concerns  of  his  church 
are  in  his  hands,  who  is  able  to  save  unto  the  uttermost  all 
that  come  unto  God  by  him.  All  the  glories  of  the  God¬ 
head-infinite  power  and  omnipotence,  infinite  wisdom, 
omniscience,  and  omnipresence,  infinite  grace,  love,  and 
goodness,  eternal  truth,  righteousness  everlasting,  and 
immutable  faithfulness — all  these  are  employed  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  his  redeemed  people,  through  that  nature  in  which 
he  suffered  for  them.  What  then  can  separate  them  from 
the  love  of  Christ?  In  all  things  they  shall  be  more  than 
conquerors,  through  him  who  loved  them.  The  glory  of 
the  Lord,  which  preceded,  covered,  or  followed  the  camp 
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»f  Israel,  was  but  an  outward  emblem,  a  figure  of  bis 
glory,  and  a  type  of  bis  essential  excellency.  He  who  is 
personally  the  glory  of  Jehovah,  is  now  the  Leader  of  his 
church,  through  the  wilderness  of  this  world,  to  the  Ca¬ 
naan  that  is  above:  and  the  promise  is  still  true,  “  Over 
ALL  THE  GLORY  SHALL  BE  A  DEFENCE.”  (Isa.  iv.  5.) 
“  His  righteousness  shall  go  before  thee,  and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  shall  be  thy  rereward, ”  thy  guard  behind,  (lviii.  8.) 

Such  is  the  Redeemer,  who  is  the  safety  and  security  of 
his  people;  in  him  they  trust  for  deliverance  and  victory, 
and  in  him  they  shall  eternally  triumph.  This  is  the  true 
God  and  eternal  life,  who  will  bring  everlasting  glory  to 
his  people;  that  glory  (says  the  Apostle)  which  is  to  be 
revealed  (not  only  £o,  but)  in  us. — Why  then  should  the 
humble  penitent  sinner  doubt  or  be  afraid,  when  the  warrant 
to  trust  in  him  forsalvation  is  so  free  and  gracious  in  the  in¬ 
vitations  of  his  word  ?  Why  should  the  believer  doubt  or 
fear,  when  his  salvation  is  so  complete,  so  full  of  blessings; 
when  the  Saviour  is  God  all-sufficient ?  Well  may  the 
church  adopt  the  language  which  the  prophet  has  put  into 
its  mouth:  r“  I  will  trust  and  not  be  afraid;  for  the  Lord 
Jehovah  is  my  strength,  and  my  song:  he  also  is  become 
my  salvation.”  (Isa.  xii.  1.) — It  is  only  such  a  Saviour 
which  could  suit  thee,  O  enlightened  sinner ;  but  in  him 
is  the  fulness  of  all  grace:  he  can  supply  all  your  wants 
according  to  his  own  riches  in  glory,  and  make  all  grace 
abound  towards  you,  that  you  may  have  all-sufficiency  in 
all  things.  (Phil.  i.  4.)  He  is  worthy  of  all  thy  love,  who 
indeed  possesses  the  love  of  all  his  redeemed  people,  who 
hath  known  or  tasted  his  grace  ;  “  whom  having  not  seen 
(say  they),  we  love ;  in  whom,  though  now  we  see  him  not, 
yet  believing,  we  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of 
glory.”  He  is  therefore  now  precious  to  all  them  who  be¬ 
lieve.  Give  him  then,  O  believer,  all  the  glory  of  thy  sal¬ 
vation  ;  nor  fear  to  unite  the  adorable  and  exalted  Jesus  in 
all  the  glories  which  you  ascribe  to  the  incomprehensible 
Godhead.  Let  the  Son,  together  with  the  Father,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  be  the  united  object  of  worship  and 
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praise:  though  he  appeared  as  the  humble  branch  on 
earth,  he  is  in  our  nature  become  the  Branch  of  renown ; 
and  though  appearing  still  in  our  nature,  as  the  Priest  upon 
the  throne,  “  He,”  says  the  prophet,  “  shall  bear  the 
glory,  and  shall  sit  and  rule  upon  his  throne;”  “  and  the 
counsel  of  peace  shall  be  between  them  both,”  the  Father 
and  the  Son.  (Zech.  vi.  12,  13.) — In  the  choirs  above  not 
one  dissenting  voice  shall  ever  be  found,  while  the  thousand 
times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands,  unite  to 
proclaim,  with  their  loudest  praise,  “  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
that  was  slain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom, 
and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing;”  for 
every  creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and 
under  the  earth,  and  such  as  are  in  the  sea,  and  all  that 
are  in  them,  are  heard  to  proclaim,  “  Blessing,  honour, 
glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne, 
even  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever .”  His  praises  are 
united  with  those  of  the  everlasting  Father,  throughout 
those  realms  of  knowledge  and  of  bliss,  by  the  innumer¬ 
able  multitude  that  stands  before  the  throne,  and  before 
the  Lamb,  crying,  “  Salvation  to  our  God  which  sitteth 
upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb”  Let  us  not  fear;  let  us 
not  decline  on  earth  to  offer  the  same  exalted  adoration, 
but  worship  the  Divine  Redeemer  as  the  brightness  of  the 
Father’s  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his  person, 
in  whom  all  the  glory  of  our  God,  all  the  glory  of  Jehovah 
shines  forth.  Let  him  have  all  our  trust,  our  love,  our 
worship,  in  union  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
the  King,  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Glory! 
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“  Wisdom  is  the  principal  thing:  therefore  get  wisdom.” 
Wisdom  is  better  than  gold,  and  happy  is  the  man  that 
findeth  wisdom  :  it  is  the  chief  concern,  the  true  riches, 
the  supreme  felicity  of  man.  But  since  man  departed 
from  the  Fountain  of  wisdom,  how  little  hath  it  been  un¬ 
derstood  !  He  is  wise  to  do  evil ;  wise  in  arranging  his 
plans  to  pursue  after  the  pleasures  and  riches  of  the  world, 
or  to  gratify  the  lusts  of  the  flesh :  or  if  he  rises  still 
higher,  his  wisdom  may  perhaps  be  exercised  in  investigat¬ 
ing  the  depths  of  nature,  and  in  research  after  philoso¬ 
phical  truth;  but  the  true  wisdom  of  man  is  that  which  is 
connected  with  his  best  interests,  his  immortal  spirit,  and 
the  blessings  of  eternity, — to  be  “  wise  unto  salvation.” 
But  here,  alas !  the  most  learned  of  mankind  are  oftentimes 
the  most  deceived ;  vainly  puffed  up  in  their  fleshly  minds, 
wise  in  their  own  conceit,  unwilling  to  receive  the  dictates 
of  unerring  truth,  and  to  submit  where  they  cannot  under¬ 
stand.  The  wisdom  of  man  rejects  the  wisdom  of  God : 
his  feeble  ray  of  intellect  opposes  itself  to  the  infinite  In¬ 
telligence,  for  no  other  reason  than  because  it  shines  too 
bright.  But  if  man  and  God  be  at  variance,  what  must 
be  the  issue  ?  Hence  it  is  the  invariable  method  of  Di¬ 
vine  wisdom  to  humble  the  pride  of  man :  the  Gospel  ad¬ 
mits  no  boasting,  but  in  every  point  of  view  lays  the  sinner 
low.  “  I  will  destroy  (says  the  Lord)  the  wisdom  of  the 
wise,  and  will  bring  to  nothing  the  understanding  of  the 
prudent.  Where  is  the  wise  ?  where  is  the  scribe  ?  where 
is  the  disputer  of  this  world  ?  Hath  not  God  made  foolish 
VOL.  hi.  c 
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the  wisdom  of  this  world?”  &c.  “  But  the  foolishness  of 

God  is  wiser  than  men,  and  the  weakness  of  God  is 
stronger  than  men;  ”  and,  therefore,  “  not  many  wise  men 
after  the  flesh  are  called,”  because  “  God  hath  chosen  the 
foolish  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  wise,  that  no 
flesh  should  glory  in  his  presence.” 

But.  when  humbled  in  ourselves,  we  are  pointed  to  an 
all-sufficient  Source;  and  Christ  Jesus  is  exhibited  in  the 
Gospel  as  “  made  of  God  unto  us  wisdom,  righteousness , 
sanctification,  and  redemption .”  (1  Cor.  i.  19 — 30.)  He 
is  the  Fountain  from  which  alone  it  is  now  derived;  he  is 
the  Object  on  which  it  is  exercised;  and  “in  him  are  all 
the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge”  to  communicate 
to  his  people.  How  suited  then  is  his  character  and  office 
to  the  state  of  sinners,  so  ignorant  of  the  most  important 
concerns,  and  none  more  so  than  the  most  wise  in  natural 
things,  without  the  teaching  of  his  Spirit.  Let  a  convic¬ 
tion  of  our  insufficiency  endear  his  character  to  us ;  and, 
if  we  humbly  wait  for  his  instruction.  He  will  make  us 
“  wise  unto  salvation.”  A  few  particulars  will  illustrate 
this  observation,  and,  by  showing  his  all-sufficiency,  endear 
him  to  the  humble,  and  excite  the  dependence  of  faith. 

He  who  is  our  wisdom  hath  all  wisdom  in  himself.  He 
is  the  treasury  of  wisdom ;  and  not  only  so,  but  He  is  in 
the  abstract  Wisdom  itself.  He  not  only  hath  it,  but  He  is 
Wisdom  ;  and  in  this  view  he  is  spoken  of  in  the  Book  of 
Proverbs  under  the  character  of  Wisdom  (Prov.  i.  20 ; 
viii.  1) ;  and  as  thus  set  up  “  from  everlasting,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was,  rejoicing  in  the  habitable 
part  of  his  earth,  and  his  delights  with  the  sons  of  men  ” 
(Prov.  viii.  22,  23),  undertaking  the  office  and  work  of  the 
Redeemer.  But  in  this  respect  wisdom  can  belong  to  God 
alone,  and  not  to  any  creature,  whose  wisdom,  however 
exalted,  is  still  derived  and  limited.  No  creature  can 
therefore  be  styled  wisdom,  though  comparatively  exalted 
in  wisdom  above  others  ;  but  as  this  term  is  applied  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  evident  that  He  partakes  of  that 
Divine  nature  and  essence  in  which  wisdom  dwells ;  and 
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which  is  itself  the  essential  Wisdom.  Thus  He  is  styled 
by  the  Apostle  Jude  “  the  only  Wise  God,  our  Saviour;” 
and  in  the  book  of  Revelation  the  ascription  of  wisdom  is 
equally  given  to  Him  as  to  the  Father,  and  in  connection 
and  perfect  unity  with  the  Father:  “  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom, 
and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing:” 
“  blessing,  and  glory,  and  wisdom,  and  thanksgiving,  and 
honour,  and  power,  and  might,  be  unto  our  God  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen.”  (Compare  Rev.  v.  12, 13,  and  vii.  10 — 12.) 
No  doubt  the  passage  alluded  to  in  the  book  of  Proverbs, 
though  it  implies  His  essential  wisdom  in  the  Divine 
essence,  is  more  directly  to  be  applied  to  the  mediatorial 
appointment  of  this  adorable  Person,  by  which  He  was 
“  set  up  from  everlasting  to  everlasting”  as  the  Head  of 
his  church :  appointed  to,  and  taking  upon  himself,  the 
character  and  office  of  the  Angel  Jehovah,  the  great 
agent  in  all  the  works  of  God  ;  and  hence  all  the  works  of 
creation,  preservation,  redemption,  government,  and  final 
judgment,  are  ascribed  to  Him  in  all  their  glory.  In  his  di¬ 
vine  and  infinite  wisdom  He  is  capable  of  executing  them ; 
in  his  office  and  character  He  undertakes  and  actually  exer¬ 
cises  in  them  all  the  power  of  Jehovah.  Thus  the  Essential 
Wisdom  comes  into  a  close  and  interesting  connection  and 
relation  with  us,  as  alibis  wisdom  stands  engaged  for  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  his  people  ;  and  hence  he  is  represented  as  the 
Fountain  and  Depository  of  all  wisdom  to  us :  “  in  him  are 
hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  :”  yes,  He 
is  our  Wisdom,  as  He  is  the  Friend  and  Mediator,  the 
Head  and  Leader,  of  His  people:  as  He  is,  in  a  word, 
our  Jesus,  the  Lord  our  Saviour.  All-sufficient  by  the 
infinite  dignity  of  his  nature,  in  His  undertaking  for  His 
people  He  hath  rendered  himself  suitable  to  their  situation, 
and  hath  treasured  up  in  himself  for  them  the  abundance 
of  his  grace.  Thus  in  this  character  to  us,  He  has  pre¬ 
pared  a  sweet  encouraging  ground  of  peace  to  the  hearts 
of  his  people,  when  viewing  him  by  faith :  as  ready  and 
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all-sufficient  to  communicate  the  wisdom  they  need,  and 
infallibly  to  make  all  his  people  wise  unto  salvation. 

Man,  originally  formed  in  the  image  of  God,  was  thus 
rendered  capable  of  the  knowledge  of  God  ;  and  while  the 
way  of  communion  with  God  was  open,  that  knowledge 
was  preserved  and  increased.  But  sin  entered,  and  that 
communion  was  interrupted  ;  and  without  a  Divine  com¬ 
munication,  a  special  revelation  from  God  himself  of  the 
doctrines  of  truth,  and  the  light  of  grace  shining  upon  his 
understanding  to  enable  him  to  perceive  them,  man  would 
have  remained  in  a  state  of  total  ignorance  and  blindness 
as  to  spiritual  things.  The  character  and  sentiments  of 
the  wisest  heathens  afford  a  most  incontrovertible  proof 
of  this  position  :  “  in  the  wisdom  of  God,”  (in  all  his  works 
of  creative  and  providential  wisdom),  “  the  world,”  in  the 
exercise  of  all  their  earthly  powers,  “  by  wisdom  knew 
not  God.”  (1  Cor.  i.  21.)  “  Professing  themselves  wise, 
they  became  fools,  and  changed  the  glory  of  the  incor¬ 
ruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible  man,” 
&c. ;  they  “  changed  the  truth  of  God  into  a  lie,  and  wor¬ 
shipped  and  served  the  creature  more  than  the  Creator, 
who  is  blessed  for  ever.  Amen.”  (Rom.  i.  22 — 25.)  The 
Apostle,  describing  the  state  of  man  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Christ  and  his  Gospel,  exhibits  him  as  “  having 
his  understanding  darkened,  alienated  from  the  life  of  God 
through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  him,”  and,  “  dead  in  tres¬ 
passes  and  sins  ”  (Eph.  iv.  18,  and  ii.  1,  &c.);  and  this  is 
declared  to  be  the  state  of  man  as  a  natural  man,  ( i .  e.)  of 
all  men  by  nature:  “  they  know  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  them ;  neither  can  they 
know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned.”  (1  Cor. 
ii.  14.)  But  even  if  men  had  eyes  to  see,  without  the  Gospel, 
they  must  have  remained  (in  this  world)  in  the  darkness  of 
the  shadow  of  death,  destitute  of  light,  of  knowledge,  and 
of  wisdom  either  from  within  or  from  without;  a  care¬ 
ful  observation  of  the  state  of  mankind  around  us,  if  we 
ourselves  are  enlightened  by  the  truth  and  Spirit  of  God,, 
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■will  lead  us  to  this  conclusion.  We  see  mankind  at 
large  ignorant  of  God,  living  as  without  God  in  the  world, 
having  no  knowledge  of  their  real  interest,  of  spiritual 
things,  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  blessings  of  his  love; 
and  even  with  the  light  of  the  Gospel  shining  around,  still 
remaining  in  the  same  mental  and  moral  darkness.  This 
was  equally  the  state  of  his  people,  as  of  the  rest  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  must  for  ever  have  remained  such  but  by  the 
interposition  of  his  hand ;  hence  appears  the  necessity  and 
the  grace  of  his  undertaking. 

Light  in  nature  discovers  the  objects  which  surround 
us,  enables  us  to  discern  their  nature,  property,  and  uses ; 
and  hence,  it  bears  a  resemblance  to  the  true  and  spiritual 
wisdom,  which,  coming  from  Jesus,  the  Sun  of  Righteous¬ 
ness,  diffuses  itself  over  the  mind,  in  the  knowledge  of 
spiritual  things.  **  He  came  as  a  light  into  the  world, 
that  they  which  believe  in  him  might  not  walk  in  darkness.” 
His  beams  of  grace  dissipate  the  cloud  of  ignorance ;  and 
the  general  effect  upon  the  state  of  mankind  hath  been  so 
evident,  wherever  his  Gospel  truth  hath  shone,  that  he  may 
with  peculiar  propriety  be  styled,  the  “True  Light,  which 
lighteth  every  man  coming  into  the  world.”  Thus  he  is 
foretold,  in  the  language  of  the  prophecy,  as  the  “  Light 
to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  his  people  Israel;” 
who  are  called  to  “  arise  and  shine,  because  their  light  is 
come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  arisen  upon  them.” 
The  light  of  His  truth,  indeed,  is  as  sufficient  as  the  light 
of  the  sun  which  diffuses  its  beams  through  universal 
nature.  But  light  itself  can  never  enlighten  the  blind  ; 
and  such  are  all  mankind  spiritually  ;  they  need  the  faculty 
of  sight,  as  well  as  the  medium  of  vision.  And  here  is  the 
superior  excellency  of  Jesus,  the  Light  of  life;  he  is  the 
Enlightener  as  well  as  the  Light.  He  hath  eyes  to  give; 
and  he  does  give  the  eyes  of  faith  to  all  his  people,  whereby 
they  are  “  brought  out  of  darkness  into  marvellous  light ;” 
for  his  quickening  Spirit  attends  his  enlightening  word, 
and  these  are  the  two  great  means  which  he  employs : 
and  which,  when  united,  always  prove  effectual  to  enlighten 
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the  once  benighted  sinner.  A  remark  or  two  upon  each 
of  these  may  be  of  essential  importance. 

His  word,  which  is  the  revealed  discovery  of  things  not 
seen  as  yet,  is  the  standing  and  the  all-sufficient  rule  both 
of  faith  and  practice.  To  this  standard  every  truth  must  be 
brought;  and  in  this  balance  every  action  must  be  weighed : 
its  perfection  prevents  the  necessity  and  the  expectation 
of  any  further  revelation  from  above.  The  direction  will 
always  remain  in  force,  and  be  always  sufficient,  “To  the  law 
and  to  the  testimony  and  a  revelation,  which  after  all  is 
to  be  judged  of  by  its  absolute  conformity  to  this,  would 
at  best  be  useless.  It  is  the  true  character  of  enthusiasm 
to  expect  a  discovery  of  the  will  of  God  to  us,  from  any 
other  source,  or  in  any  other  way,  than  in  the  use  of  his 
word  :  and  the  pretence  of  such  a  revelation  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  savouring  “  of  blasphemy  and  folly  as  it  at 
best  invalidates  the  sufficiency  of  the  inspired  writer,  and 
exposes  the  mind  to  every  fanciful  delusion.  The  word  is, 
therefore,  compared  to  a  light,  and  to  a  lamp  which  makes 
a  clear  and  distinct  discovery  of  the  path  of  our  feet ;  to 
the  light  of  the  sun,  which  discovers  all  the  objects  in 
nature  in  their  true  colour.  Life  and  immortality,  and 
every  thing  connected  with  this  grand  and  interesting 
subject,  are  brought  to  light  in  the  Gospel;  and  grace  and 
truth  there  shine  by  Jesus  Christ, 

It  is  true,  we  must  have  the  faculty  of  perception  ;  and 
the  clearing  of  the  mental  faculties,  for  the  knowledge  of 
Divine  things,  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  grace.  This, 
therefore,  is  the  promise  of  the  Redeemer  from  his  throne; 
a  promise  which  still  supports  the  just  expectation  of  his 
church ;  since,  when  it  was  originally  given,  it  was  ex¬ 
tended  in  its  fulfilment  even  to  the  end  of  the  world ; 
that  great  Teacher  and  Comforter  not  confining  his  saving- 
influence  to  the  apostolic  times,  but  being  given  to  abide 
amongst  his  people  for  ever,  ( i.  e ,)  to  the  latest  ages  of 
time ;  in  the  courts  and  ordinances  of  his  church,  and  in 
the  heart  of  every  individual  believer.  He  is  spoken  of 
as  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation,  because  he  pre- 
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pares  the  heart  for  the  reception  of  truth,  and  conveys 
that  truth  to  the  heart  thus  prepared  by  his  grace.  (Luke 
viii.  15.)  And  since  “  holy  men  of  old  spake  as  they  were 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,”  he  is  considered  the  author  of 
the  written  word.  (1  Cor.  ii.  9,  10.)  It  is  he,  also,  who 
commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  who  must 
shine  into  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ  (2  Cor. 
iv.  6) ;  and  the  effect  is  thus  represented  by  the  Apostle  ; 
“  Ye  have  an  unction  from  the  Holy  One,  and  ye  know 
all  things;”  “  the  anointing  which  ye  have  received  of  him 
abiding  in  yon  ;  and  ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  you, 
but  the  same  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  things,  and  is 
truth,  and  is  no  lie,”  &d.  (1  John  ii.  20 — 27.)  He  is, 
therefore,  promised  by  the  great  Redeemer,  who  is  him¬ 
self  exalted  to  bestow  his  influence  for  every  saving  pur¬ 
pose  ;  as  the  Teacher  and  Comforter  who  shall  teach  his 
church  all  things,  and  bring  all  things  to  remembrance, 
&c.  (John  xiv.  20.)  In  his  first  communication  from  on 
high,  the  most  astonishing  discovery  was  made  of  his 
almighty  efficacy  :  nor  is  that  power  less  wonderful  by 
which  a  sinner  is  enlightened,  regenerated,  and  sanctified  ; 
for  it  is  “  the  exceeding  greatness  of  his  power  towards 
those  who  believe,”  &c. 

Our  Jesus  being  Wisdom  itself,  the  Wisdom  of  God, 
the  essential  Wisdom,  is  the  necessary  Fountain  of  all 
wisdom;  and  as  Mediator,  having  the  spirit  of  wisdom, 
with  all  this  fulness  in  his  hands,  he  is  able  to  become  the 
wisdom  of  his  people.  This  every  believer  experiences ; 
and  while  lie  is  convinced  that  none  but  he  can  teach  the 
darkened  mind,  he  learns  from  him  those  lessons  which 
make  him  wise  unto  salvation.  (Eph.  iv.  20,  &c.) 

It  is  by  his  word,  and  by  his  Spirit,  that  he  discovers  to 
fallen  sinners,  ( 1.)  Their  guilty  and  ruined  state;  and  while 
the  holy  law  convinces  of  sin,  it  is  especially  in  the  work 
and  suffering  of  Christ  that  the  enlightened  sinner  beholds 
his  misery  and  wretchedness,  the  demands  of  justice,  the 
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curse  of  the  law,  and  the  awful  effects  of  the  wrath  of 
God. 

(2.)  The  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God 
shines  only  upon  sinners  in  the  face,  or  person,  of  Jesus 
Christ ;  as  we  there  behold  his  majesty  and  dignity,  his 
righteousness  and  truth,  his  justice  and  holiness  displayed 
in  their  fullest  extent,  but  uniting  with  the  mostastonishing 
display  of  mercies  and  of  grace.  The  hope  of  the  penitent 
is  hereby  enlightened,  while,  in  the  clear  discovery  of  the 
Divine  perfection,  he  learns  to  abase  himself,  and  to  cry 
with  Job,  “  Now  mine  eye  seeth  thee,  I  abhor  myself, 
and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes.”  (Job  xlii.  5,  6.) 

(3.)  It  is  in  his  person,  work,  and  message,  and  espe¬ 
cially  in  all  the  solemn  scenes  of  his  cross,  that  we  behold 
the  mysteries  of  redeeming  love,  the  way  to  a  reconciled 
God  opened  and  ensured.  Here  pardon  was  obtained 
by  atoning  blood,  the  blood  of  Immanuel,  God  with  us, 
God  in  our  nature  :  righteousness  was  wrought  out  by  his 
obedience  even  to  death :  the  Holy  Spirit  of  grace  and 
sanctification  was  secured  in  the  hand  of  the  Redeemer, 
for  the  calling,  preservation,  and  salvation  of  his  people. 
The  mystery  of  redemption  was  so  completed,  that  “  God 
is  just  when  he  justifies  the  believing  sinner,”  that  “  mercy 
and  truth  unite  together,  righteousness  and  peace  embrace 
each  other ;”  and  faith  stands  admiring  the  incomprehen¬ 
sible  mystery,  exclaiming,  O  the  depths  of  the  riches, 
both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  O  the  height, 
the  depth,  the  length,  and  breadth  of  the  love  of  God! 

(4.)  While  by  his  word  and  Spirit  he  instructs  his 
people  in  the  nature,  value,  and  excellency  of  spiritual 
blessings,  and  in  the  all-sufficiency  of  his  grace  to  supply 
their  every  need,  it  is  a  part  of  his  design,  in  which  his 
providential  dispensations  concur,  to  teach  them  also  their 
entire  dependence  upon  him  for  every  blessing,  for  the 
communication  of  spiritual  life,  for  the  continued  supply  of 
grace,  for  preservation  in  grace,  and  for  eternal  salvation 
at  the  last,  that  he  may  be  the  All  and  in  all  of  his  people’s 
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confidence  and  love.  To  enlighten  our  ignorance,  to 
soften  our  prejudice,  to  subdue  our  pride,  is  the  work  of 
his  own  Divine  power  and  grace.  And  with  what  kind¬ 
ness,  tenderness,  and  forbearance  does  he  often  lead  on 
his  people  !  his  providence  and  his  grace  concurring  to 
open  the  mind,  to  manifest  more  clearly  his  beauty,  ex¬ 
cellency,  and  preciousness,  to  render  their  dependence 
upon  him,  and  his  fulness  and  grace  more  evident,  till  the 
believer,  in  humiliation  and  adoring  love,  wonders  that  he 
never  before  saw,  or  that  he  discerned  so  little  of  these 
abasing,  but  encouraging,  truths. 

How  admirable,  then,  is  the  glory  of  the  Gospel !  It  is 
in  itself  the  shining  of  Divine  Wisdom,  and  rests  upon  that 
Wisdom  for  its  accomplishment  and  its  application.  Jesus, 
the  great  Author,  Object,  and  Dispenser  of  the  Gospel 
economy,  is  the  essential  Wisdom,  and  is  revealed  therein 
as  the  wisdom  of  his  people.  The  provisions  of  the  Gospel 
are  suited  to  its  Divine  Author,  calculated  for  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  which  we  are  placed,  for  our  relief  and  deliverance 
from  all  the  miseries  of  sin,  our  direction  and  consolation, 
our  security  through  life,  and  our  eternal  salvation.  What¬ 
ever  the  great  Redeemer  is  in  himself,  he  is  for  his  people. 
That  infinite  wisdom,  which  devised  the  plan,  is  still  en¬ 
gaged  to  collect  his  people,  to  bring  them  to  himself,  to 
preserve  them  in  his  church,  and  to  save  them  with  an 
eternal  salvation.  He  then  that  knows  this  Saviour  by 
his  own  teaching,  is  as  wise  as  he  can  wish,  for  he  is  wise 
unto  salvation  :  he  is  safe  under  his  direction,  who,  as  the 
Fountain  of  Wisdom,  and  engaged  to  exercise  that  wisdom 
on  the  behalf  of  his  church,  will  deliver  him  from  every 
device  of  the  enemy,  (for  he  who  hath  infinite  wisdom  can 
never  be  ignorant  of  his  devices),  and  lead  them  on  to 
conquer.  If  he  has  begun  to  teach  us  this  lesson  of  Divine 
Wisdom,  let  us,  in  a  conviction  of  our  dependence  on  him, 
be  daily  seeking  the  further  instruction  of  his  word  and 
Spirit,  and  he  will  lead  us  into  all  the  truth  that  is  needful 
for  salvation :  and  while  he  is  made  of  God  wisdom  to 
his  church,  let  faith  receive  and  rest  upon  him  as  such. 
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ami  thus  he  will  realize  the  character  to  os ;  hot  will  he 
desert  the  execution  of  his  office  till  by  his  wisdom  be  bath 
perfected  his  grace. 

As  another  part  of  this  character,  so  suited  to  the 
ignorance  of  our  nature,  he  undertakes,  as  the  wisdom  of 
his  people,  to  guide  them  wisely  in  his  providence,  in  the 
way  in  which  they  ought  to  go.  The  believer  is  often  in 
this  world  as  in  a  wilderness  :  a  variety  of  paths  present 
themselves  to  him,  and  yet  he  knows  not  which  to  take ; 
and  though  his  determination  be  of  the  greatest  conse¬ 
quence  to  his  future  tranquillity  or  usefulness,  he  cannot 
discern  the  different  ends  to  which  they  lead.  When  his 
own  reasoning  powers  have  no  data  to  exercise  themselves 
upon,  and  his  own  wisdom  can  therefore  afford  him  no 
assistance,  how  important  is  the  presence  of  a  Guide  who 
is  well  acquainted  with  every  step,  and  the  issue  of  every 
path?  The  promise  of  such  a  guidance  should  clear  away 
the  mists  of  doubt,  prevent  the  agitation  of  perplexity, 
and  satisfy  the  mind  with  the  confidence  of  not  wandering 
from  the  way,  nor  failing  of  the  end  :  and  such  is  the  joy 
that  fills  the  mind  of  the  believer,  when  he  hears  the  gra¬ 
cious  declaration  of  the  Lord,  <e  I  will  guide  thee  with 
mine  eye.”  (Psal.  xxxii.  8,  9.)  There  is  not  a  more  de¬ 
lightful,  more  encouraging,  consideration  than  that  which 
engages  the  believer,  when  he  looks  back  and  recollects 
the  past  leadings  of  his  providential  hand  ;  how  he  led  him 
while  ignorant  of  his  presence,  and  of  his  hand,  while  desti¬ 
tute  of  his  grace  and  fear,  far  from  him  in  the  dispositions  of 
his  heart ;  how  he  ordered  the  path  of  providence  to  bring 
him  to  himself,  and  thus  literally  “  led  the  blind  by  a  way 
that  they  knew  not,  and  in  paths  they  had  not  known,  and 
made  darkness  light  before  them,  and  crooked  things 
straight.”  (Isa.  xlii.  16.)  Hence  he  derives  the  satisfy¬ 
ing  encouragement,  that  he  will  not  now  forsake  him  when 
he  has  been  brought  to  know  his  name  and  his  salvation, 
but  conduct  him  through  the  wilderness,  and  give  him  to 
discern  the  path  of  duty,  safety,  and  consolation ;  and 
when,  in  perplexity,  he  puts  up  the  supplication  of  neces- 
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sity  and  faith,  “  O  Lord,  lead  me  and  guide  me,”  he  relies 
upon  the  answer  of  his  word,  “  I  will  guide  thee 

WITH  MY  COUNSEL,  AND  AFTER  THAT  RECEIVE 

thee  into  glory,”  and  experiences  the  fulfilment  of 
the  promise,  “  Thine  ears  shall  hear  a  word  behind  thee, 
saying,  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it;  when  ye  turn  to 
the  right  hand,  and  when  ye  turn  to  the  left.”  (Isa.  xxx. 
18—21.) 

Here,  however,  it  will  be  necessary  to  observe,  that  even 
the  children  of  God,  (through  ignorance  and  inattention), 
often  entertain  many  unfounded  and  unscriptural  notions 
of  the  way  and  manner  in  which  the  Lord  directs  his  peo¬ 
ple  in  his  providential  dispensations.  Whether  it  ever 
pleases  God  to  afford  them  direction,  in  matters  of  general 
concern,  by  an  immediate  impulse  upon  the  mind,  we  would 
not  venture  to  determine ;  but  if  such  impulse  be  generally 
expected,  if  it  be  waited  for  as  the  decisive  rule  of  our 
actions,  in  things  which  are  otherwise  indifferent,  a  most 
dangerous  opening  is  made  for  the  illusions  of  Satan  ; 
a  rule  of  conduct  is  established  distinct  from  the  word  of 
God,  which  gives  no  intimation  of  such  a  method  of  Di¬ 
vine  instruction.  A  presumptive  certainty  is  thus  often 
introduced  into  the  mind,  in  things  which  God  hath  re¬ 
served  for  his  own  knowledge,  and  when  this  unfounded 
expectation,  which  is  mistaken  for  Divine  faith,  has  been 
disappointed,  the  deluded  mind  has  been  ready  to  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  God,  and  of  the  faithful  promises  of  his  word, 
which  are  confounded  with  the  strong  workings  of  an 
ungrounded  and  unscriptural  confidence.  In  temporal 
concerns  the  promises  of  God  are  general ;  and  it  is  the 
most  usual  method  of  his  providence  to  keep  us  looking  to 
and  depending  upon  him,  without  informing  us  of  the 
issue  of  his  dispensations.  If  then  I  need  direction  in 
such  concerns,  the  scriptural  direction  is,  “  by  prayer  and 
supplication,  to  make  my  requests  known  unto  God,”  and 
thus  to  “  cast  my  care  upon  him.”  While  waiting  for  his 
direction,  I  must  strictly  observe  the  precepts  of  his 
word,  and  diligently  watch  the  leadings  of  his  providence: 
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and  if  in  this  course  of  dependence,  watchfulness,  and 
prayer,  I  should  not  be  always  quite  right,  for  the  disco¬ 
very  of  my  entire  dependence  upon  him  ;  I  shall  not  be 
materially  wrong,  for  my  encouragement  and  consolation. 
But  as  it  is  a  much  more  expeditious  way  to  leap  to  the 
conclusion  by  some  sudden  impression  of  the  fancy,  the 
human  mind  is  too  apt  to  prefer  this  method,  though  most 
uncertain,  to  the  laborious  observation  of  the  word  and 
providence  of  God.  This  is  especially  the  case  with 
weak  and  uninstructed  minds,  who  are  most  prone  to  the 
wildness  of  genuine  enthusiasm,  and  hence  their  many 
disappointments,  and  delusive  expectations,  which  often 
much  weaken  their  faith  in  the  genuine  promises  of  the 
Gospel,  and  ultimately  discourage  and  perplex,  rather 
than  assist  and  direct  the  conduct.  But  it  is  only  in  this 
patient  observation  of  the  ways  of  God,  that  we  have  the 
promise  of  his  guidance ;  in  this,  but  in  this  alone,  we  may 
confidently  expect  his  assistance,  to  enlighten  our  under¬ 
standings,  to  determine  the  path  of  duty,  and  make  our 
way  plain  before  our  face :  thus,  from  day  to  day,  in  the 
use  of  his  own  means,  he  will  fulfil  his  character;  and,  as 
the  Wisdom  of  His  church,  will  be  their  perpetual  guide. 

If  then  1  would  bring  this  into  experience,  I  must  ex¬ 
ercise  faith  upon  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  this  character; 
and  while  he  is  my  wisdom,  never  shall  I  more  discover 
the  exercise  of  true  wisdom,  than  by  keeping  the  eye  of 
faith  directed  to  him,  and  living  in  humble  dependence 
upon  him.  The  truth  of  the  Gospel  will  thus  become,  not 
a  speculation,  but  suited  to  our  experience  and  enjoy¬ 
ment;  without  which  it  will  be  but  an  empty  sound  and 
fruitless  system.  Let  me  bring  all  my  distresses,  all  my 
concerns,  all  my  weakness  and  perplexity,  with  all  my 
enemies,  and  lay  them  at  the  feet  of  Jesus;  and  while  con¬ 
sulting  his  word,  and  seeking  his  influences  upon  my  mind, 
let  me  wait  patiently  the  direction  of  his  providence,  and 
be  careful  to  observe  it  honestly,  and  to  follow  it  faithfully. 
A  contrary  conduct  to  this  will  only  tend  to  disquietude. 
Unfounded  impressions  may  end  in  disappointment  and 
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confusion  :  but  thus  calmly  waiting  upon,  and  waiting  for 
him,  will  certainly  issue  well;  though  he  may  see  good  to 
exercise  faith,  and  call  it  to  wait  through  various  perplexi¬ 
ties,  and  to  wait  long.  A  simple  dependence  upon  his 
wisdom,  truth,  and  promise,  will  however  preserve  tran¬ 
quillity,  even  by  the  way;  and  in  the  end  the  peace  of 
God  shall  rule  in  the  heart  by  Christ  Jesus,  when  his  wis¬ 
dom  and  goodness  make  evident  the  path  of  duty  and  of 
safety. 

But  while,  as  the  Wisdom  of  his  church,  he  affords  them 
the  direction  of  his  providence,  he  hath  also  undertaken 
to  manage  all  their  concerns,  and  all  things  for  them. 
To  execute  this  part  of  his  office,  he  is  exalted  not  only 
as  the  Head  of  his  people,  but  as  “  Head  over  all  things 
for  them:”  “  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  is  com¬ 
mitted  into  his  hands,”  that  “  he  may  give  eternal  life  to 
as  many  as  were  given  him.”  But  wlrat  infinite  wisdom 
must  he  possess  who  is  sufficient  for  such  an  undertaking  ! 
He  must  be  the  essential  Wisdom,  the  only  wise  God; 
how  else  could  he  foresee  and  provide  against  all  the  diffi¬ 
culties  and  dangers  of  all  his  people,  in  the  different 
places  of  the  world  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  different 
situations  of  his  church,  in  the  different  ages  of  mankind. 
But  this  is  our  confidence,  that  he  is  the  infinite  and  eter¬ 
nal  wisdom,  who  hath  engaged  and  employed  all  that  wis¬ 
dom  for  the  salvation  of  his  people.  He  himself  is  the 
way  to  the  Father;  and  by  his  word  and  Spirit  he  guides 
his  people  into  this  way,  and  keeps  them  safe  to  the  end. 
In  darkness  and  ignorance,  he  is  our  Light  to  instruct  us; 
in  perplexity,  our  Counsellor  to  direct  us;  in  affliction  and 
trials,  our  Wisdom  to  bear  us  up  under  them,  and  to  bear 
us  through  them;  in  temptations,  our  Wisdom  to  overcome; 
and  when  we  are  seeking  the  right  path,  through  the  wilder 
ness  of  this  world,  a  ready  Guide  always  near  at  hand,  in 
the  use  of  his  own  appointed  means,  to  secure  for  us  the 
way  of  safety .  What  a  satisfactory  view  does  this  afford 
to  believers!  all  is  in  the  hands  of  their  Redeemer;  them¬ 
selves  and  their  concerns  are  the  fixed  objects  of  his  atten.- 
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tion,  who  is  ever  ordering,  arranging,  guiding,  preventing, 
as  may  most  effectually  promote  his  glory  and  their  good. 
What  a  precious  Jesus  !  May  he  be  my  Wisdom ;  and  my 
soul,  my  all,  shall  be  in  safety  ! 

Let  me,  then,  learn  the  lesson  of  faith  and  dependence. 
Nothing  can  be  so  absurd  and  unreasonable  as  to  trust  to 
my  own  wisdom  when  I  have  such  a  Counsellor  to  go  to ; 
one  who,  in  the  use  of  his  own  means,  will  never  desert 
me,  nor  deceive  my  expectation.  There  is  nothing,  how¬ 
ever,  to  which  man  is  more  prone  than  self-dependence  ; 
the  pride  of  nature  would  lead  us  to  depend  upon  our  own 
powers  of  reason  and  discernment,  and  to  take  into  our  own 
hands  the  management  of  all  our  concerns,  though  we  have 
daily  proof  of  our  total  incompetency.  As  fallen  creatures, 
we  are  altogether  ignorant  of  God  and  spiritual  things, 
without  his  revelation  ;  as  corrupted  sinners,  we  still  remain 
ignorant  of  Divine  things,  without  the  teaching  of  his  Spi¬ 
rit;  and  ought,  therefore,  never  to  expect  any  knowledge 
of  invisible  realities  but  through  his  own  medium  of  com¬ 
munication,  while  we  should  readily  and  cordially  admit 
whatever  the  wisdom  of  God  hath  thus  presented  to  our 
faith.  We  are  soon  lost  in  the  guidance  of  our  common 
concerns  :  we  know  not  what  is  best,  nor  what  will  lead  to 
the  best  event.  Many  a  time  have  we  been  compelled  to 
acknowledge  how  greatly  we  have  erred  in  forming  our 
judgment  of  these  things  ;  and  often,  when  dissatisfied 
and  unbelieving,  the  providence  of  God  has  opened  be¬ 
fore  us  with  an  increasing  light  and  evidence,  and  shown 
us  how  much  better  it  is  always  to  trust  in  the  Lord.  In 
nothing  is  our  depravity  and  folly  more  manifested  than 
that,  after  the  many  evident  proofs  of  our  own  ignorance 
and  the  wisdom  and  faithfulness  of  the  Lord,  we  should 
ever  be  found  murmuring  at  the  way  by  which  he  leads 
us  ;  that  we  should  desire  still  to  be  indulged  with  our 
own  will ;  and  that  we  should  not  always  be  ready  to 
say,  “  Let  the  Lord  do  that  which  seemeth  him  good.” 
Let  us,  then,  while  using  the  means,  which  he  in  wisdom 
hath  given  us,  and  following  the  direction  of  his  word  and 
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Sais  providence,  be  ever  satisfied  with  his  disposal  of  the 
ultimate  events  of  all  our  plans  and  expectations.  This 
may  be  contrary  to  our  desires  and  hopes ;  yet  why,  but 
because  we  see  as  yet  but  parts  of  his  way ;  and  those  things 
which  are  events  to  us,  are  but  means  of  still  further  events 
in  the  course  of  his  providential  dealings  to  his  people. 
We  know  not  how,  therefore,  to  form  a  decided  judgment 
upon  the  things  around  us,  and  must  rest  satisfied  in  his 
promise,  that  “  what  we  know  not  now  we  shall  know 
hereafter.”  But  the  most  satisfying  consideration  is  this, 
that  they  are  all  the  ordination  of  his  essential  wisdom,  of 
his  covenant  wisdom,  which  is  graciously  engaged  for  the 
believer  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  which  will  wisely  and  faith¬ 
fully  direct  the  whole  to  the  final  issue  which  his  covenant 
mercy  hath  appointed. 

Blessed  Jesus  !  may  I,  then,  honour  thee  in  this  cha¬ 
racter,  by  practically  ascribing  wisdom  to  thee,  and  firmly 
believing  its  exercise,  even  in  the  darkest  and  most  unin¬ 
telligible  dispensation !  Soon  shall  the  whole  church  of 
God  review  the  whole  of  his  dispensations  in  the  light  of 
the  heavenly  world;  and  no  doubt  the  whole  shall  then  ap¬ 
pear,  as  it  is  now  represented  to  the  faith  of  the  believer 
in  the  word,  as  the  plan  of  Infinite  Wisdom  in  every  part, 
in  every  stage,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ;  and  the 
whole  assembled  church  of  the  redeemed  shall  ascribe  4<to 
Hhn  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb,”  not 
only  **  the  power  and  the  riches,”  but  “  the  wisdom,”  to¬ 
gether  with  “  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  bless¬ 
ing,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.” 
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ESSAY  III. 

As  wisdom  is  the  principal  and  most  valuable  acquisition 
in  the  natural  world,  so  righteousness  is  the  principal  and 
the  most  excellent  acquisition  in  the  moral  and  spiritual 
world.  Without  this  no  one  can  stand  before  God :  without 
a  perfect  righteousness  there  can  be  no  salvation;  and 
wherever  this  is  found  there  can  be  no  death  nor  con¬ 
demnation.  But  who  of  the  sons  of  men  can  ever  lay 
claim  to  this  excellency  ? 

Man,  alas!  is  a  sinner  :  his  vile  race  is  far  from  righte¬ 
ousness  ;  and,  having  once  transgressed,  he  can  never 
more  attain  to  the  law  of  righteousness.  Must  he,  then, 
be  overwhelmed  with  despair  ?  or,  where  can  he  look  for 
the  gift  of  that  which  he  can  never  obtain  of  himself? 
Blessed  be  God,  the  Gospel  of  his  grace  affords  us  the 
most  decisive  direction  upon  this  most  important  point  to 
man :  its  testimony,  which  has  been  the  same  from  the 
beginning,  points  us  to  that  Jesus  who  is  the  Fountain  of 
all  blessings  to  miserable  sinners.  He,  who  is  appointed  of 
God  as  our  Wisdom,  is  also  our  Righteousness.  (1  Cor.  i. 
30.)  “  Hearken  unto  me,  saith  the  Lord  :  behold,  I 

bring  near  my  righteousness  ”  (Isa.  xlvi.  12,  13  ;  li.  4) : 
his  name  is,  “the  Lord  our  Righteousness  ”  (Jer.  xxiii.  6) : 
and  surely  then  shall  each  one  of  his  people  say,  “  In  the 
Lord  Jehovah  have  I  righteousness  and  strength.”  (Isa. 
xlv.  24.)  This  view  of  the  Divine  Redeemer  opens  to  us 
a  field  of  wonder  and  adoration  :  it  exhibits  his  person  and 
character  in  a  manner  calculated  to  draw  forth  the  de¬ 
pendence  of  faith,  and  the  love  of  our  hearts  likewise, 
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if  He  who  is  the  glorifier  of  Jesus,  while  he  convinces 
of  sin,  convinces  also  of  righteousness,  and,  in  glorifying 
that  Redeemer,  shews  the  treasures  of  righteousness  laid 
up  in  him,  that  he  may  dispense  it  as  a  free  gift  to  the  be¬ 
lieving  sinner. 

In  order  to  become  our  Redeemer,  it  was  necessary 
that  he  should  not  only  be  righteous,  but  righteousness 
itself;  and  this  he  is  styled  in  Scripture.  As  man,  he 
was  the  righteous  one :  as  God,  he  is  essential  righ¬ 
teousness  ;  righteousness  dwells  in  him  ;  it  is  his  very 
nature,  his  perfection,  his  glory,  and,  as  it  were,  Himself. 
In  him,  therefore,  it  dwells  as  its  source,  to  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  his  creatures.  This  is  implied  in  the  very  term 
“  our  Righteousness for  had  he  been  a  mere  creature, 
his  righteousness,  however  perfect,  had  been  due  for  him¬ 
self,  from  the  law  of  creation ;  and  might  have  been  re¬ 
warded  upon  himself,  but  could  never  have  been  of  any 
benefit  to  others.  In  order  to  this,  his  obedience  must 
be  voluntary,  and  undertaken  in  a  situation  where  the 
law  could  have  no  proper  demand  upon  his  person.  This 
was  exactly  the  case  with  our  glorious  Redeemer,  when 
he  undertook,  in  the  counsels  of  eternity,  “  to  be  made 
under  the  law  for  man.”  Both  of  these  ideas  are  implied 
in  that  beautiful  image,  the  “  Sun  of  Righteousness.” 
Righteousness  is  here  considered  as  his  very  essence  :  all 
his  glories  are  manifested  in  its  beaming  forth  from  his 
Divine  person  ;  while,  as  the  beaming  sun  of  the  spiritual 
world,  he  communicates  its  bright  lustre  to  those  who  are 
placed  within  that  system,  where  his  mediatorial  rays  are 
diffused.  It  is  to  this  view  we  must  pai'ticularly  attend. 
This  was  the  righteousness  which  he  wrought  out  as  the 
Surety  of  the  better  covenant ;  as  Immanuel,  God  and 
man  in  one  Christ ; — a  righteousness  which  he  could  not 
work  out  but  as  man,  which  he  could  not  give  merit  to 
but  as  God.  The  necessity  of  this  will  most  evidently 
appear  by  considering  the  nature  of  true  righteousness, 
and  the  present  state  of  man.  Righteousness  is  a  perfect 
obedience  to  the  demands  of  the  law ;  a  continuing  in  all 
VOL.  in.  D 
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thing’s  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them  ;  without 
which  the  law  denounces  the  man  accursed.  The  law 
knows  nothing,  therefore,  of  an  imperfect  sincerity — a  doing 
the  best  we  can — but  demands  an  universal  and  unceasing 
obedience:  but  man,  once  become  a  transgressor,  can 
never  for  the  future  stand  upon  the  ground  of  the  law ; 
because  that  law  must  for  ever  consider  him  as  a  trans¬ 
gressor,  and  treat  him  as  accursed :  “  there  is  therefore 
none  righteous,  no  not  one and  as  many,  therefore,  as 
are  under  the  law  are  under  the  curse.  The  state  of  a 
sinner  is  a  state  of  condemnation  :  for  what  the  law  saith, 
it  saith  to  them  that  are  under  the  law,  that  every  mouth 
may  be  stopped  and  all  the  world  stand  guilty  before  God. 
(Rom.  iii.  19.)  In  this  situation  the  state  of  man  must 
have  been  desperate,  if  Infinite  Wisdom  and  Sovereign 
Grace  had  not  devised  and  provided  a  way  for  bringing  in 
a  righteousness,  the  benefit  of  which  might  be  claimed  by 
the  believing  sinner.  In  the  counsels  of  Eternal  Wisdom, 
this  work  was  given  into  the  hands  of  the  Redeemer  ;  and 
undertaken  by  him,  on  the  behalf  of  all  his  church  and 
people.  When  therefore  he  came  into  the  world,  he  ap¬ 
peared  in  no  respect  as  a  private  character;  but  as  the 
surety  of  a  covenant,  and  performing  a  work  consequent 
upon  that  engagement.  He  had  said,  “  Lo  I  come  to  do 
thy  will,  O  God  and  in  consequence  he  submitted  to  be 
made  under  the  law:  and  though  his  original  undertaking 
was  voluntary,  when  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  it  became 
him  to  fulfil  all  righteousness,  in  the  discharge  of  that  un¬ 
dertaking,  or  he  would  have  been  unfaithful  to  his  en¬ 
gagement.  By  his  obedience  even  unto  death  he  mag¬ 
nified  the  law,  and  made  it  honourable.  In  his  life  there 
was  a  perfect  correspondence  with  the  demands  of  the 
law;  in  his  death  a  complete  suffering  of  its  penalties  and 
sanctions,  and  a  perfect  satisfaction  for  its  injured  honour; 
and  thus,  in  every  point  of  view,  “  he  became  the  end 
of  the  law  for  righteousness,  to  every  one  that  believeth,” 
and  could  say,  before  he  died  upon  the  cross,  “  It  is 
finished.”  This  is  very  properly  distinguished  into  his 
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active  and  passive  obedience.  His  active  obedience  re¬ 
lates  to  the  obedience  of  his  life;  his  passive,  to  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  his  death  :  his  death  being  generally  considered 
as  the  means  of  putting  away  our  sins,  by  suffering  the 
deserved  punishment;  his  life  securing  to  the  believing 
sinner  a  claim  upon  the  blessings  of  the  covenant,  by  its 
absolute  conformity  to  its  demand  in  the  mediatorial  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  Surety.  But  this  is  at  least  certain,  that  both 
of  these  together  constitute  the  complete  righteousness  of 
the  law  ;  answering  all  the  purposes  of  the  law  ;  suited  to 
the  glory  of  God  in  the  salvation  of  believing  sinners.  Of 
both  these  the  Apostle  speaks  when  he  says,  “  Such  an 
high  priest  became  us,  who  was  holy,  harmless,  undefiled, 
and  separate  from  sinners,  and  made  higher  than  the 
heavens.”  (Heb.  vii.  2(),  27.)  And  again,  “  It  became 
him  for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by  whom  are  all  things, 
in  bringing  many  sons  unto  glory,  to  make  the  Captain  of 
their  salvation  perfect  through  sufferings.”  (Heb.  ii.  10.) 
Being  then  essential  righteousness  in  himself,  and  beyond 
all  the  demands  of  the  law,  he  voluntarily  undertook,  in 
our  nature,  to  work  out  the  obedience  which  was  neces 
sary  for  our  salvation,  and  died  in  that  nature,  finishing  it 
upon  the  cross.  This  was  the  term  in  the  everlasting  co¬ 
venant,  that  he  might  become  our  righteousness  and  our 
salvation ;  and  having  fulfilled  that  term,  he  is  able  to 
bestow  righteousness  itself  and  all  its  blessings  on  his 
people*;  that  as  he  became  sin  for  them,  they  may  become 
the  righteousness  of  God  in  him.  But  here  the  impor¬ 
tant  question  will  arise,  how  this  righteousness  becomes 
ours.  As  it  was  originally  the  design  of  God,  according 
to  his  sovereign  appointment ;  as  it  was  wrought  out  alone 
by  Jesus  Christ  the  Redeemer,  and  then  accepted  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  mediatorial  engagement  of  the  covenant 
on  the  behalf  of  sinners  of  his  people ;  it  can  come  to  the 
sinner  only  as  a  free  gift  of  Sovereign  Grace.  A  sinner 

*  See  the  Homily.  “  He  for  us  obeyed  the  law  in  his  life,  he  for  us 
fulfilled  Ihe  law  in  liis  death,’’  &c. 
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who  is  unrighteous  till  he  receives  it,  can  never  do  any 
thing  in  that  state  to  deserve  it:  the  Apostle  therefore, 
when  speaking  expressly  upon  the  subject,  repeatedly 
calls  it  such.  “  The  free  gift” — “  the  gift  of  grace” — “  the 
free  gift  unto  justification” — “  the- gift  of  righteousness;” 
coining  upon  sinners  for  justification  of  life  ;  making  many 
righteous,  and  reigning  unto  eternal  life.  (Rom.  v.  18 — 21.) 
We  need  not  then  contend  for  the  term,  “  imputation  of 
righteousness;”  because,  if  these  views  of  the  subject  be  in 
any  measure  correct,  the  idea  is  plainly  included  in  them. 
No  creature  can  stand  before  God  but  in  a  perfect  righ¬ 
teousness  :  this  righteousness  can  never  again  be  found 
personally  in  the  sinner,  and,  according  to  the  constitution 
of  grace,  is  found  alone  in  Christ  Jesus.  He  took  our 
place,  as  the  Surety  of  the  covenant;  and,  being  ap¬ 
pointed  of  God  in  the  counsels  of  eternity,  he  wrought 
and  suffered  what  we  ought  to  have  done,  and  suffered,  in 
order  for  our  deliverance  from  the  curse,  and  for  our  at¬ 
tainment  of  eternal  life.  In  this  he  was  accepted  on  the 
behalf  of  sinners,  who  now  are  as  surely  interested  in  all 
the  benefits  as  though  that  righteousness  had  been  wrought 
out,  and  that  punishment  suffered,  in  their  own  individual 
persons.  This  righteousness,  being  wrought  in  our  stead, 
the  virtue  and  benefit  of  it  being  ours  in  a  legal  and  ju¬ 
dicial  point  of  view,  and  for  all  the  purposes  of  justifica¬ 
tion  by  the  law,  must  be  considered  as  belonging  to,  and 
as  if  wrought  out  by,  us.  God  sees  us  as  in  that  righ¬ 
teousness;  justice  is  satisfied  in  and  by  Christ  on  the  be¬ 
half  of  all  his  people,  and  we  are  accepted  in  the  Beloved  ; 
so  that  the  Apostle  declares,  “The  righteousness  of  the  law 
is  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh  but  after 
the  Spirit ;”  which  can  be  understood  in  no  other  sense 
(in  its  full  extent)  than  as  it  is  fulfilled  by  our  Surety:  and 
in  this  view  the  Homily  on  Justification  evidently  applies 
the  passage*.  What  then  is  this  but  imputation?  The 
Apostle  indeed  has  expressly  used  the  term ;  nor  can  his 


*  See  the  Homily. 
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meaning'  be  understood  but  in  correspondence  with  the 
general  meaning  of  a  legal  imputation.  “  Abraham,”  he 
tells  us,  “  believed  God,  and  it  was  accounted  (or  im¬ 
puted)  unto  him  for  righteousness;  and  to  him  thatworketh 
not,  but  believeth  on  him  that  justifieth  the  ungodly,  his 
faith  is  counted  (or  imputed)  for  righteousness.”  And 
David,  in  the  thirty-second  Psalm,  describes  the  blessed¬ 
ness  of  that  man  unto  whom  God  imputeth  righteousness 
without  works.  And  this  shall  be  imputed  to  us,  if  we 
believe  on  him  that  raised  up  Jesus  our  Lord  from  the 
dead.  (Rom.  iv.  3,  5,  6,  24,  25;  and  Rom.  v.  15,  to  end.) 
This  doctrine  is  indeed,  in  every  point  of  view,  offensive  to 
the  pride  of  human  nature,  but  is  most  evidently  the  truth 
of  God,  and  God’s  appointed  way  of  salvation.  That  we 
stand  in  need  of  such  a  righteousness  implies  that  we  have 
none  of  our  own,  yea  that  we  are  unrighteous,  and  unable 
to  come  up  to  the  law  of  righteousness ;  a  most  humbling 
consideration,  yet  found  true  by  every  one  who  se¬ 
riously  attempts  to  attain  to  righteousness.  If  we  have 
never  seen  our  state,  it  arises  from  the  delusive  blind¬ 
ness  of  the  carnal  mind  ;  for  the  Scripture  hath  con¬ 
cluded  all  under  sin,  and  declares  that  he  that  believeth 
not  is  condemned  already  (i.  e.)  by  the  sentence  of  the 
perfect  and  unyielding  law  of  God.  If,  ignorant  of  this, 
the  sinner  should  be  employed  in  seeking  salvation  by  his 
own  attempts  and  obedience;  or  in  any  other  way  but 
simply  submitting  to  the  righteousness  which  is  by  faith  in 
Christ  Jesus;  the  Apostle,  in  the  instance  of  the  Jewish 
nation,  has  given  us  a  demonstrative  proof  of  the  impossi¬ 
bility  of  succeeding.  (Rom.  ix.  31.)  If  then  the  Scripture 
declares  that  we  are  all  unrighteous  before  God,  and 
under  condemnation,  proposing  to  the  sinner  the  media¬ 
torial  righteousness  of  the  Redeemer  as  the  sure  ground  of 
salvation,  what  answer  shall  we  be  able  to  render,  when 
we  appear  before  God,  and  are  found  destitute  of  all 
righteousness,  because  we  have  refused  his  righteousness 
and  his  salvation?  Let  us  not  be  unwilling  to  discover 
eur  true  state,  nor  shelter  ourselves  under  the  idea  of 
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being  less  guilty  than  some  others  around  us :  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  our  true  state  must  be  obtained,  in  a  wav  which 
mankind  are  very  unwilling  to  follow,  not  by  a  comparison 
with  others,  but  with  the  perfect  law  of  God,  the  only 
rule,  and  the  unbending  rule,  which  he  hath  given  to  his 
creatures.  If  this  bring  us  in  sinners,  it  will  be  but  of 
little  avail  that  we  are  not  in  practice  so  great  sinners  as 
some  others.  But  upon  the  demand  of  perfect  righteous¬ 
ness  we  are  all  transgressors  in  thought,  word,  and  deed; 
and  who  would  therefore  venture  to  stand  before  God  in 
hopes  of  mercy,  contrary  to  the  holy  declaration  of  that 
law,  which  never  can  be  honoured  in  the  salvation  of  a 
sinner,  but  in  the  work  and  righteousness  of  the  Redeemer? 
When  the  convinced  sinner,  trembling  with  the  apprehen¬ 
sion  of  deserved  wrath,  begins  to  inquire  the  way  to  God, 
in  the  Gospel  we  have  a  direct  answer,  one  uniform  an¬ 
swer  throughout  the  sacred  word  :  we  lead  his  views  to 
Jesus,  the  righteousness  and  therefore  the  salvation  of  his 
people  :  “  He  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to 
every  one  that  believeth.”  The  Gospel  directs  us  not  to 
go  up  to  heaven  or  down  to  the  deep ;  it  brings  near  the 
word  of  faith,  and  declares  the  believer  in  Jesus  shall  be 
saved.  (See  Rom.  x.  4—13.)  This  is  the  plan  of  the  Gospel, 
which,  while  it  renders  it  so  glorious  in  itself,  renders  it 
at  the  same  time  so  suited  to  our  state :  upon  this,  as  its 
foundation,  all  its  declarations  rest,  that  a  perishing  sinner 
might  have  hope,  who  could  find  no  hope  beside ;  that 
he  might  know  where  all  blessings  are  treasured  up  to  be 
freely  communicated ;  that  he  might  have  as  sure  a  confi¬ 
dence  before  God,  as  though  he  stood  upon  the  ground  of 
his  own  absolute  and  already  completed  obedience  to  the 
law, — for  he  does  stand  upon  a  perfect  and  finished  obe¬ 
dience,  even  the  righteousness  of  Jesus,  his  Surety,  Friend, 
and  Redeemer. 

Thus  alone,  while  the  salvation  of  the  Gospel  is  a  free 
gift  and  sovereign  grant  to  the  sinner,  its  constitution  is 
so  arranged  as  to  glorify  all  the  Divine  perfections,  and 
magnify  the  law  in  pardoning  mercy;  his  righteousness  is 
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declared  in  the  remission  of  our  sins,  through  the  propi¬ 
tiation  of  the  Surety  ;  so  that  he  is  just  and  the  justifier  of 
him  that  believeth  in  Jesus,  (see  Rom.  iii.  25,  26) ;  and 
the  law  is  established,  though  the  sinner  is  justified  by 
faith,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law.  (Compare  ver.  28  and 
31.)  Every  thing  else  must  have  left  the  sinner  unsaved, 
and  without  the  possibility  of  salvation  ;  except  the  nature 
of  the  law  were  changed,  its  demands  yielded  up,  and  its 
penalty  and  sanctions  abrogated.  All  this  can  alone  be 
honoured  in  the  work  and  righteousness  of  the  Redeemer  : 
nor  could  any  thing  afford  tidings  of  joy  to  a  sinner  who 
knows  his  state,  and  beholds  the  spirituality,  and  fears 
the  sentence,  of  the  law,  but  the  declarations  of  pardon¬ 
ing  mercy  and  eternal  life,  the  free  gift  of  God  through 
Jesus  our  Lord.  This  the  Gospel  brings  in  its  clearest 
manifestation ;  and  is  therefore  the  glory  and  the  joy  of 
the  penitent  believer.  Under  the  legal  dispensation,  this 
doctrine  was  beautifully  represented  by  the  covering  over 
the  ark,  which  was  called  the  mercy-seat  or  propitiatory. 
Within  the  ark  was  the  table  of  the  law,  which  being  thus 
completely  and  exactly  covered  with  the  covering  of  pure 
gold,  emblematical  of  the  Divine  righteousness  of  the 
Redeemer,  the  Divine  Presence  in  the  glorious  cherubim 
looked  down  well  pleased,  and  manifested  its  glory  all 
around  ;  and  on  the  great  day  of  atonement,  the  high 
priest,  entering  with  the  blood  of  atonement  and  sprink¬ 
ling  it  toward  the  mercy-seat,  beheld  the  Divine  Presence, 
and,  assured  of  the  Divine  favour,  returned  to  bless  the 
people.  Thus  the  law  being  fully  answered  in  the  person 
and  service  of  the  Redeemer,  the  sinner  may  appear  with 
confidence  in  the  holy  place,  and  look  to  a  holy  God,  and 
may  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  assurance  of  faith : 
having  his  heart  sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience,  and 
his  body  washed  with  pure  water,  he  hath  boldness  to 
enter  into  the  holiest.  (Heb.  x.  19 — 22.) 

But  the  blessing  which  is  a  free  gift  must  be  re¬ 
ceived;  and  though  all  that  we  can  do  is  to  accept,  yet  it 
is  evident  there  must  be  a  disposition  to  receive  and  en- 
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tertain  it,  or  the  benefit  will  never  become  ours  ;  nor  can 
we  actually  enter  into  the  enjoyment.  The  disposition  is 
faith,  the  gift  of  Jesus,  and  the  work  of  his  Spirit.  For, 
though  saved  by  grace,  it  is  through  faith,  and  that  not  of 
ourselves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God.  (Eph.ii.8.)  And  this  is 
described  by  the  Apostle,  as  effected  in  us  who  believe  by 
the  exceeding  greatness  of  his  power ;  and  according  to 
the  working  of  his  mighty  power  which  he  wrought  in 
Christ,  when  he  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  set  him  at 
his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places.  (Eph.  i.  19,  20.) 
But  the  Gospel,  which  is  the  testimony  of  Christ,  is  the 
mean  of  faith ;  for  faith  coineth  by  hearing,  and  hearing 
by  the  word  of  God  :  and  how  shall  they  believe  without 
a  preacher  ?  The  Apostle  rejoices  in  the  Gospel,  upon 
this  very  ground  ;  that  theirs  is  the  righteousness  of  God, 
revealed  from  faith  to  faith  ;  and  hence  it  becomes  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation,  and  the  proper  subject  of 
the  believer’s  rejoicing.  (Rom.  i.  16,17.)  That  there  is 
salvation  only  in  Jesus,  that  in  him  there  is  an  infinite  and 
everlasting  sufficiency  of  saving  blessings,  is  the  testimony 
of  Scripture  ;  but  this  must  be  received  in  the  humiliation 
of  faith,  as  my  only  confidence  before  God,  and  my  only 
ground  of  hope.  This  is  what  God  calls  us  to ;  and  if  we 
have  never  seen  the  evil  and  deformity  of  sin,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Redeemer  in  this  view,  that  there  is  no  righ¬ 
teousness  nor  salvation  but  in  him,  we  can  have  no  part 
nor  lot  in  the  matter.  Every  other  dependence  will  sink 
into  the  abyss,  when  this  alone  shall  prove  as  the  rock  of 
ages,  the  sure  foundation  of  the  believing  sinner’s  hope. 
If,  then,  this  faith  hath  been  wrought  in  my  heart,  I  am 
living  by  it;  and  thus  living  upon  Christ,  I  have  seen 
his  excellency.  Having  embraced  his  fulness,  I  am  looking 
to  him  daily,  trusting  him  for  all,  and  am  ready  to  bless 
his  name  that  he  hath  and  will  become  such  a  Saviour 
to  the  penitent  sinner.  My  faith  is  not  a  mere  assent  to 
a  doctrine,  which  may  be  effected  by  reading  and  reason  ; 
but  it  is  a  temper  of  the  mind,  a  disposition  of  the  heart, 
resting  and  relying  upon  Jesus  for  the  blessings  of  salva- 
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lion.  It  thus  realizes  the  things  it  has  in  view,  and  brings 
them  into  the  heart ;  so  that  Jesus  becomes  my  righteous¬ 
ness  and  my  salvation.  And,  blessed  are  all  they  that  thus 
hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness,  for  they  shall  be 
filled  ;  they  that  seek  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righ¬ 
teousness,  and  make  the  Lord  Jesus  their  righteousness 
and  strength.  For  when  the  sinner,  sensible  of  his  con¬ 
demned  state  as  a  transgressor,  and  beholding  in  Jesus 
the  appointed  Saviour,  set  apart  in  the  counsels  of  eter¬ 
nity  and  accomplishing  his  work  in  time,  is  made  will¬ 
ing  to  submit  to  the  righteousness  which  he  completed 
and  exhibited  to  the  view  of  faith ;  when  he  looks 
and  trusts  for  every  blessing  of  pardon  and  salvation 
from  grace  to  glory,  in  and  through  the  complete  work 
and  fulness  of  that  Redeemer ;  he  does  what  God  com¬ 
mands,  for  this  is  his  command  that  we  should  believe 
on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.  He  concurs  with 
God’s  design,  who  hath  been  well  pleased  that  all  fulness 
should  dwell  in  Christ  Jesus  alone,  and  that  out  of  it  we 
should  receive,  and  grace  for  grace ;  and  that  he  should 
be  our  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification,  and  redemp¬ 
tion.  Hence  such  a  stress  is  laid  upon  faith,  because  it 
leads  to  Christ  and  derives  all  from  him.  We  are  said 
to  be  justified  by  faith,  because  faith  takes  hold  of  him 
who  is  the  great  Justifier,  and  of  that  which  in  him  is  the 
cause  of  a  sinner’s  justification.  Faith  is  said  to  be  im¬ 
puted  for  righteousness,  because  it  embraces  the  righ¬ 
teousness  of  the  Redeemer  as  its  only  reliance;  and  so  by 
faith  we  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  he  becomes 
our  righteousness,  that  in  him  we  may  glory  as  our  salva¬ 
tion. 

Here,  indeed,  is  a  way  of  salvation,  originating  from 
Sovereign  Grace,  abounding  in  the  displays  of  grace,  be¬ 
stowing  all  things  as  the  gifts  of  grace,  and  well  suited  to 
the  glory  of  God,  corresponding  with  our  state  and  wants, 
and  laying  the  sure  ground  of  hope  and  consolation  to  the 
convinced  and  penitent  sinner,  in  the  deepest  views  of 
guilt  and  sin.  Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  unspeakable 
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Gift !  Let  us  praise  this  adorable  Jesus  for  the  grace  and 
for  the  perfection  of  his  work.  He  hath  finished  transgres¬ 
sion  and  made  an  end  of  sin,  when  he  paid  the  debt,  and 
discharged  the  obligation  to  punishment ;  and  having  com¬ 
pleted  the  work,  and  receiving  in  his  resurrection  the 
fullest  evidence  of  its  acceptance  of  God,  we  are  justified 
in  the  fullest  expectations  of  faith.  He  hath  blotted  out 
the  hand-writing  of  ordinances  that  was  against  us,  which 
was  contrary  to  us,  and  took  it  out  of  the  way,  nailing 
it  to  the  cross.  (Col.  ii.  14.)  When  sin  is  removed  in  its 
guilt  and  condemnation,  grace  opens  the  way  for  the 
fullest  manifestation  of  Divine  favour,  and  points  the 
humble  believer  to  its  full  perfection  in  glory.  What  can 
ever  be  beyond  the  merit  and  deserving  of  that  infinite 
righteousness — the  righteousness  of  God — which  Jesus 
gives  to  his  people!  and  whatever  that  hath  obtained, 
faith  may  expect  from  him.  So  that, 

The  benefits  and  blessings  which  follow  it,  into  the 
heart  of  a  convinced  and  believing  sinner,  comprehend  all 
his  wants,  relieve  all  his  distressing  appearances  of  guilt, 
encourage  his  desires  and  expectations,  and  secure  a  glo¬ 
rious  salvation,  adequate  to  all  the  powers  of  an  immortal 
spirit.  Let  our  views  a  little  follow  this  train  of  contem¬ 
plation,  till  our  minds  are  elevated  into  the  confidence  of 
faith  ;  into  the  hopes  of  the  Gospel,  and  into  adoring 
gratitude  for  the  wonders  of  redeeming  love.  Since  the 
heavens  have  dropped  down  from  above,  and  the  skies 
dropped  down  righteousness,  the  opening  earth  may  re¬ 
ceive  the  benefits,  and  bring  forth  salvation,  while  righ¬ 
teousness  shall  spring  up  together,  the  glorious  work  of 
Jehovah  Jesus.  (Isa.  xlv.  8.) 

Blessed  is  the  man  (says  the  Psalmist)  whose  iniqui¬ 
ties  are  forgiven,  and  whose  sin  is  covered;  unto  whom 
the  Lord  imputeth  not  iniquity,  and  in  whose  spirit  there 
is  no  guile  (Ps.  xxxii.  1,  2) :  but  that  blessing,  the  Apostle 
informs  us,  belongs  to  him  who  is  interested  in  the  righ¬ 
teousness  of  the  Redeemer.  But  though  pardon  is  the 
means  ol,  or  channel  of,  every  blessing  to  a  returning 
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sinner;  and  though  every  blessing  will  follow  into  the 
heart  of  a  pardoned  sinner,  yet  it  is  but  the  first  and 
the  beginning  of  those  benefits  which  the  Lord  bestows, 
through  the  righteousness  of  the  Redeemer,  on  his  people. 

Justification,  or  the  accounting  of  a  sinner  righ¬ 
teous,  is  in  law  absolutely  necessary  for  the  inheritance 
of  glory ;  and  therefore  the  Apostle  declares,  that  in 
him  all  that  believe  are  justified  from  all  things  from 
which  they  could  not  be  justified  by  the  law  of  Moses; 
and  that  they  are  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him. 
And  therefore  now  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them 
which  are  in  Christ;  because,  what  the  law  could  not  do, 
in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  flesh,  God  hath  accom¬ 
plished  in  the  sacrifice  and  righteousness  of  Jesus.  (Rom. 
viii.  1,  &c.)  Whatever  then  may  be  my  cause  of  fear; 
though  the  law  condemn  ;  though  conscience  plead  guilty; 
though  justice  stand  with  outstretched  arm  and  uplifted 
sword  to  execute  the  sentence  ;  though  the  enemy  of  souls 
enforces  the  accusation ;  I  turn  to  Jesus  Christ  the  righ¬ 
teous — he  who  was  the  propitiation  for  my  sins,  and  is 
now  the  Lord  my  righteousness — and  say,  “  Thou  shalt 
answer  for  me,  O  Lord  my  God.”  I  feel  that  by  nature 
I  am  far  off  from  righteousness,  that  guilt  and  misery  and 
death  surround  me;  but  shall  I  then  fear  and  despair? 
In  myself  l  must ;  but  the  gift  of  righteousness  must  be 
for  those  that  are  without  righteousness,  or  it  would  be 
useless  ;  for  none  but  such  could  need  it.  Let  me  then 
bring  my  guilty  soul  here,  and  embrace  by  faith  the  prof¬ 
fered  blessing,  and  it  shall  be  mine ;  and  though  I  may 
not  immediately  enjoy  the  sweet  sense  of  its  benefits,  yet 
the  promise  is  sure,  God  is  faithful,  and  Jesus  is  the  righ¬ 
teousness  of  his  believing  people. 

Let  the  sinner  endeavour  to  weave  a  garment  of  his 
own  imperfect  doing  ;  it  will  never  stand  instead  of  the 
marriage  garment  of  the  Lamb.  It  will  be  found,  in  ex¬ 
perience,  a  covering  narrower  than  a  man  can  wrap  him¬ 
self  in  it.  It  has  neither  sufficiency  of  extent  nor  beauty 
of  ornament  to  appear  before  the  law,  or  before  a  holy 
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God.  But  the  righteousness  of  Jesus  is  the  seamless  robe, 
infinite  in  its  extent,  without  spot,  and  wholly  beautiful. 
Clothe  me  with  it,  thou  dear  Redeemer !  Let  me  be 
found,  not  in  mine  own  righteousness,  which  is  of  the 
law,  but  in  that  which  is  of  the  faith  of  Christ,  the  righ¬ 
teousness  which  is  by  faith.  Then  shall  1  be  safe  from  the 
accusations  of  conscience,  the  charges  of  the  law,  the 
wrath  and  justice  of  a  holy  God,  and  stand  complete  in 
Christ. 

I  shall  now  come  nigh  with  acceptance,  into  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  the  Father.  In  Christ  Jesus,  says  the  Apostle, 
ye  who  sometimes  were  afar  off,  are  made  nigh  by  the 
blood  of  Christ.  And  through  him  we  have  an  access  by 
one  Spirit  into  the  Father.  Here  I  find  my  title  to  the 
kingdom  and  inheritance  of  glory.  Sin  forfeited  it;  righ¬ 
teousness  hath  again  obtained  and  secured  it.  He  who 
wrought  that  righteousness  is  in  the  possession  of  it,  but  only 
as  the  forerunner  of  his  people,  and  to  bring  them  there. 
(John  xiv.  1,  2.)  In  him  therefore  we  have  obtained  an 
inheritance,  being  predestinated  according  to  the  purpose 
of  him  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his 
own  will,  &c.  (See  Eph.  i.  11 — 14.)  May  not  the  be¬ 
liever  now  then  triumph  in  his  security,  as  well  as  the 
Apostle  and  believers  of  old  ?  Is  not  the  foundation  of  their 
joy  and  confidence  the  same,  through  union  with  the  dying 
and  triumphant  Saviour?  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the 
charge  of  God’s  elect  ?  It  is  God  that  justifieth  ;  who  is  he 
that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Christ  that  died,  yea,  rather  that 
is  risen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
who  also  maketh  intercession  for  us.  Who  shall  separate 
us  from  the  love  of  Christ  ?  Shall  tribulation,  or  distress,  or 
persecution,  or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword  ? 
Nay,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors, 
through  him  that  loved  us.  For  I  am  persuaded,  that  nei¬ 
ther  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor 
powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
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our  Lord.  (Rom.  viii.  33,  to  end.)  The  inheritance  of 
glory  can  never  be  alienated  from  its  happy  subjects, 
who  claim  their  title  in  the  Redeemer.  The  righteousness 
is  already  finished,  and  cannot  fail:  the  promise  is  sure, 
and  shall  never  disappoint  their  faith  and  hope.  The  first 
Adam  lost  his  title  through  instability  and  transgression ; 
the  second  Adam  hath  completed  his  trial  and  the  terms 
of  his  covenant  :  he  promised,  and  he  is  unchangeable. 
We  believe  on  him  that  raised  up  Jesus  our  Lord  from 
the  dead,  who  was  delivered  for  our  offences,  and  was 
raised  again  for  our  justification.  And  to  them  that  be¬ 
lieve,  his  righteousness  shall  be  imputed  for  justification 
of  life.  How  glorious,  how  suitable  this  Saviour  of  his 
people !  He  presents  a  perfect  righteousness,  in  which  they 
stand  pure  before  God  ;  an  everlasting  righteousness,  their 
everlasting  security.  Thus  they  shall  be  presented  with¬ 
out  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing,  before  the  throne: 
the  Lord  will  not  behold  iniquity  in  them ;  they  are  in  his 
sight  all  fair  and  comely. 

“Jesus,  tliy  blood  and  righteousness 
My  beauty  are,  my  glorious  dress  : 

’Midst  flaming  worlds,  in  these  array’d, 

With  joy  shall  I  lift  up  my  head.” 

Now  may  the  church  take  up  the  language  of  the  pro¬ 
phet,  “  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord  ;  my  soul  shall  be 
joyful  in  my  God  ;  for  he  hath  clothed  me  with  the  garment 
of  salvation,  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righteous¬ 
ness,  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  himself  with  ornaments,  and 
as  a  bride  adorneth  herself  with  her  jewels.”  (Isa.  lxi.  10.) 

Here  then  let  us  stand  and  adore.  Short  is  the  sketch, 
and  very  inadequate  the  view,  which  has  been  presented 
to  us  of  this  infinitely  adorable  Saviour.  The  more  we 
believe  in  him'  the  more  shall  we  discern  his  glory ;  and 
the  more  we  live  upon  him,  the  more  shall  we  adore  and 
love  him  ;  and  when  we  come  to  behold  him  in  his  perso¬ 
nal  glory,  then  we  shall  love  him  not  as  he  deserves,  but 
to  the  full  extent  of  our  finite  powers :  whom  having  not 
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seen  we  love ;  in  whom,  though  now  we  see  him  not,  yet 
believing,  we  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory. 
(1  Pet.  i.  8.) 

Humble  penitent  mind,  trust  the  freeness  of  his  grace, 
the  all-sufficiency  of  his  righteousness,  and  the  security 
of  his  salvation.  Thou  hast  an  encouragement  to  come  to 
him,  to  trust  in  his  righteousness,  to  hope  in  his  salvation, 
and  to  rejoice  in  his  fulness.  The  word  of  God  gives  thee 
a  warrant  to  come,  just  as  you  are  ;  discovering  your  will¬ 
ingness  to  embrace  the  all-sufficient  righteousness  of  the 
Redeemer  for  justification,  acceptance,  and  a  title  to  eter¬ 
nal  glory. 

God  hath  already  accepted  Jesus  and  his  work,  and 
promises  to  renew  that  acceptance  in  the  person  of  his 
people,  whenever  they  come  and  plead  them  by  faith,  and 
to  put  them  in  full  possession  of  all  his  purchased  blessings. 
With  such  a  plea,  you  need  not  be  discouraged  by  any  view  of 
your  own  unworthiness  or  guilt;  but,  looking  to  him  for  all, 
may  expect  to  receive  all,  according  to  his  worthiness  and 
the  promise  of  a  covenant  God — may  recollect,  He  himself 
is  exalted,  to  put  into  effect  the  purposes  of  his  love,  and  to 
accept  and  answer  the  prayers  of  his  people.  Let  me  then 
bring  my  guilty  soul,  and  plead  and  trust  his  grace;  waiting 
for  pardon,  justification,  and  salvation,  and  fully  expect¬ 
ing  the  fulfilment  of  the  Divine  promise,  through  the  all- 
sufficient  righteousness  of  my  Jesus. 

His  righteousness  is  a  free  gift,  however  valuable,  how¬ 
ever  gracious,  and  however  unworthy  the  subject.  I  shall 
glorify  God  by  believing  his  word,  by  receiving  his  bless¬ 
ings,  and  by  trusting  in  his  salvation.  The  faith  that 
honours  him  he  will  honour;  and  will  be  found  true  to  an¬ 
swer  the  expectation  of  faith  in  the  hearts  of  all  his  people. 
I  submit  then  to  the  righteousness  of  faith  ;  I  bow  to  the 
grace  of  the  Gospel,  and  I  joy  in  the  all-sufficiency  of  the 
Redeemer.  He  bid  me  hearken  to  him,  when  following- 
after  righteousness,  and  seeking  the  Lord ;  for  he  brings 
near  his  righteousness,  and  his  salvation  is  gone  forth. 
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The  heavens  shall  vanish  away  like  smoke ;  and  the  earth 
shall  wax  old  like  a  garment,  and  all  they  that  dwell  therein 
shall  die  in  like  manner;  all  human  expectations  and  de¬ 
pendencies  shall  fail ;  but  his  salvation  shall  be  for  ever, 
and  his  righteousness  shall  not  be  abolished,  but  endure 
through  all  eternity.  (Isa.  li.  1 — 8.)  Jesus,  I  bow  and  I 
adore  ;  and,  as  a  lost  and  ruined  sinner,  I  embrace  thee 
sny  Wisdom  and  my  Righteousness,  my  All  and  in  All. 
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What  an  infinite  and  inexhaustible  fulness  of  power  and 
grace  is  treasured  up  in  the  Lord  our  Saviour!  Not  only 
an  all-sufficiency  of  ability  and  merit  for  the  attainment  of 
salvation,  and  of  grace  and  goodness  for  the  actual  bestowal 
of  its  blessings ;  but  the  disposition  for  the  enjoyment  is 
the  gift  of  his  own  grace  :  it  may,  therefore,  well  be  said 
“  in  Him  all  fulness  dwells.”  It  is  the  statute  of 
Him  that,  “  without  holiness,  no  man  shall  see  the 
Lord.”  The  propriety  of  which  determination  arises,  not 
only  from  the  decree  of  God,  but  from  the  nature  and 
necessity  of  the  case.  For  all  the  enjoyment  of  every  kind 
of  pleasure  there  must  be  a  conformity  of  disposition,  an 
agreement  of  mind,  or  there  can  be  no  gratification  or 
satisfaction  :  hence,  in  natural  things,  one  disrelishes  what 
another  enjoys  ;  and  what  constitutes  a  source  of  felicity 
to  one,  is  indifferent  or  disgusting  to  another.  The  same 
rule  must  evidently  be  applied  to  spiritual  and  heavenly 
things:  for  “they  that  are  in  the  flesh  do  savour  the  things 
of  the  flesh  ;  and  they  that  are  after  the  Spirit,  the  things 
of  the  Spirit.”  Hence  it  is,  that  mankind  at  large,  while 
they  profess  earnestly  to  long  for  Him  and  salvation, 
ignorant  of  the  nature  of  its  holiness,  and  the  quality  that 
constitutes  its  blessings,  despise  those  things  which  on 
earth  bear  the  nearest  resemblance  to  the  purity  and  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  heavenly  world  ;  and  find  no  pleasure  in 
the  exercises  which  anticipate  the  glories  of  that  place. 
But  not  so  the  believer  in  Jesus  :  united  to  Christ  Jesus, 
a  partaker  of  his  Spirit,  and  thus  renewed  in  the  spirit  of 
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his  mind,  he  becomes  of  the  same  Spirit  with  Christ,  and 
has  a  heart  formed  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  salvation.  He 
knows  the  source  of  this  mighty  change,  and  attributes  it 
altogether  to  the  energies  of  that  grace  by  which  Jesus 
Christ  is  made  of  God  unto  him,  not  only  Wisdom  and 
Righteousness,  but  Sanctification ,  that  lie  may  become 
his  eternal  Redemption. 

The  original  idea  of  sanctification  is  a  separation  ;  and, 
as  applied  to  the  people  of  God,  is  a  separation  from  the 
mass  of  fallen  nature  in  which  they  lay,  for  God,  for  his 
service,  and  the  enjoyment  of  his  favour.  This,  in  one 
point  of  view,  may  be  considered  as  having  taken  place 
from  eternity;  for  when  Christ  was  separated  in  the  eternal 
counsels  to  become  the  Surety  of  the  better  covenant — 
the  covenant  of  redemption — all  his  people  were  placed 
in  him  (see  Johnxvii.  2;  vi.  37 — 39),  separated  by  the 
eternal  purpose  of  God  for  salvation  ;  so  that  he  then 
became,  in  the  assumption  of  his  office,  their  Sanctification. 

But  the  term  is  more  generally  applied,  in  Scripture,  to 
that  separation  which  actually  takes  place,  by  the  grace  of 
Christ,  here ;  by  which  redeemed  sinners  are  made  par¬ 
takers  of  a  new  nature,  of  a  holy  principle,  discovering 
itself  in  holy  dispositions,  and  a  holy  conduct  toward  God 
and  man.  The  first  step  of  practical  holiness  in  a  fallen 
creature,  is  a  discovery  of  unholiness:  and  in  order  to  this, 
light  must  be  diffused  into  the  understanding,  and  grace 
into  the  heart ;  which,  while  it  will  necessarily  alarm  the 
conscience  with  a  sense  of  depravity  and  guilt,  affects  the 
mind  with  humiliation  and  gloomy  sorrow,  producing  a 
true  and  genuine  repentance  for  sin.  To  such  an  en¬ 
lightened,  convinced,  and  humble  penitent,  the  Gospel 
opens  its  stores  of  mercy,  of  pardoning  grace,  and  of 
redeeming  love  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  Spirit  of 
Jesus  Christ  convinces  of  sin,  convinces  also  of  righte¬ 
ousness  ;  a  term  there  used  for  the  completeness  of  salva¬ 
tion,  in  the  perfect  obedience  of  the  Saviour  ;  and,  when 
a  view  of  this  draws  the  heart  to  a  reconciled  God,  it 
cannot  but  be  productive  of  that  love  which  is  the  holiness 

VOL.  HI.  E 


50 


SERIES  V. — ESSAY  IV. 


of  the  heart,  and  which  will  work  in  the  fruit  of  holy 
obedience  in  all  the  will  of  God.  So  that  Christ  Jesus, 
in  the  experience  of  the  penitent  sinner,  first  becomes  his 
righteousness  before  he  becomes  his  sanctification ;  as  it 
is  by  the  manifestation  of  the  former  that  he  effects  the 
latter :  by  the  discovery  of  his  complete  righteousness 
received  by  faith,  he  draws  the  heart  and  separates  it  for 
himself.  In  this  work  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  there  is  a 
real  change  of  nature  produced :  the  believing  sinner  is 
born  of  God,  not  of  blood  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh ; — 
born  of  the  Spirit,  he  is  made  partaker  of  a  new  nature 
directed  to  its  proper  source  and  objects ;  “  created  anew 
in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works ;  and  turned  from  dark¬ 
ness  to  light,  from  the  power  of  sin  and  satan  unto  God.” 
Sanctification,  therefore,  is  a  work  wrought  upon  the  heart 
b y  the  Spirit  of  Jesus,  and  is  supported  to  the  end  by 
the  influence  of  the  same  Spirit.  The  very  nature  of  the 
Spirit’s  work,  the  very  attributes  of  the  new  creation,  are 
a  restoration  to  the  image  of  God;  a  conformity  to  the 
will  of  God;  a  holy  disposition  of  heart;  a  spiritual  and 
heavenly  mind,  discovered  in  a  new,  a  spiritual  and 
heavenly  life,  by  faith,  essentially  connected  with  an 
earnest  desire  of  increasing  more  and  more.  The  believer 
would  be  holy  even  as  God  is  holy,  and  therefore  aims 
to  be  more  and  more  like  him :  for  this  purpose  he  is  found 
in  the  constant  use  of  those  means  which  are  appointed  for, 
and  which  tend  to  increase,  his  spiritual  growth :  he  sets 
before  him  the  rule  of  the  Divine  word,  and  the  example 
of  Christ  Jesus ;  studies  the  will  of  God,  that  he  may 
know  how  to  walk  so  as  to  please  God  ;  contemplates  the 
Redeemer’s  character,  and  walks  in  the  ways  of  holiness. 
The  higher,  indeed,  he  aims,  the  more  he  discovers  his 
imperfections ;  the  more  pure  and  holy  his  disposition, 
the  more  he  discovers  his  sinful  defilement,  and  the  more 
humbly  he  laments  over  his  unallowed  transgressions  of  the 
law  he  loves.  This  constitutes  his  warfare  in  this  mixed 
state  of  grace  and  sin; — for  though  regeneration  is  a  com¬ 
plete  act,  sanctification  is  gradual,  and  therefore  increas- 
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ing ;  is  carried  on  through  much  opposition  from  the 
remains  of  corrupt  nature,  the  body  of  sin  and  death  ;  is 
evidenced  rather  by  conflicts  than  certain  of  abiding  at¬ 
tainments;  is  never  satisfied  with  what  is  already  attained, 
but  pressing  on  towards  the  mark  ;  nay,  is  unwilling  to 
look  at  attainments,  but  rather  looks  beyond,  to  what  yet 
remains  to  be  attained,  and  finds  its  only  satisfaction  in 
the  certainty  of  final  victory  over  every  corruption,  and 
the  absolute  perfection  of  the  work  of  grace,  which  the 
promise  and  power  of  the  Redeemer  ensures  to  his  people, 
in  the  complete  image  and  enjoyment  of  himself,  in  his 
eternal  kingdom. 

This  short  view  of  the  nature  of  sanctification  will 
enable  us  clearly  to  perceive  how  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  Sanctification  of  his  people ;  not  in  the  same  manner 
in  which  he  is  our  Wisdom,  by  being  holy  himself,  and 
usiug  that  holiness  for  our  advantage  :  nor  indeed  as  he  is 
our  Righteousness,  by  imputation ;  for  as  justification  is 
something  out  of  ourselves,  and  is  a  judicial  act — an  act  of 
the  Divine  Mind,  accountingand  treating  a  creature  as  righ¬ 
teous — this  may  be  very  properly  effected,  in  a  legal  point 
of  view,  by  the  act  of  the  Surety  imputed  to  him  for  whom 
it  hath  been  wrought  and  accepted.  But  sanctification  is 
necessarily  something  in  us,  and  relates  to  the  qualities  of 
the  mind  ;  which  can  never  be  effected  by  imputation,  but 
communication.  So  that  Jesus  is  the  Sanctification  of  his 
people,  as  the  source  of  it  is  in  him,  and  as  its  various 
steps  and  attainments  are  conducted  by  him,  supported 
by  his  power,  and  supplied  out  of  his  fulness.  We  must 
therefore  view  every  step  as  connected  with  him,  from  the 
counsels  of  eternity,  to  eternal  salvation. 

In  him,  and  through  him,  his  people  were  separated 
for  God  from  eternity,  and  placed  in  him  for  all  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  redemption,  and  the  actual  enjoyment  of  its 
blessings  in  pardon,  justification,  effectual  calling,  preser¬ 
vation,  and  eternal  salvation.  It  is  a  peculiar  expression 
of  the  Apostle  to  this  effect,  when  he  styles  believers  the 
sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus,  and,  as  such,  called  to  be 

e  2 


SERIES  V _ ESSAY  IV. 


no 

saints  (1  Cor.  i.  2);  he  tells  the  Ephesians  (i.  4.)  that  God 
hath  chosen  us  in  him  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
that  we  should  be  holy.  This  the  Apostle  considers  as 
the  cause  of  all  those  blessings  which  they  were  made  par¬ 
takers  of  in  the  knowledge  and  faith  of  the  Gospel  (ver.3), 
and  securing  their  eternal  salvation  by  the  actual  sanctifi¬ 
cation  of  the  Spirit:  for  he  hath  chosen  us  to  salvation, 
through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth 
(2  Thess.  ii.  13.)  j  and,  whom  he  predestinated,  them  he 
also  called;  whom  he  called,  them  he  also  justified;  and 
whom  he  justified,  them  he  also  glorified,  by  grace  here 
and  glory  hereafter.  (Rom.  viii.  30.)  Thus  the  Apostle 
(Jude  1.)  speaks  of  those  who  are  “  sanctified  or  se¬ 
parated  by  God  the  Father,”  which  seems  to  be  a 
different  act  from  the  sanctification  of  the  Spirit;  and  an 
act  preceding  this,  because  it  is  immediately  added,  “  pre¬ 
served  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  called.” 

Rut  as  sanctification  is  generally  applied  to  the  altering 
the  qualities  of  the  subject,  and  making  the  sinner  holy ; 
so,  in  this  respect,  Christ  Jesus  is  our  sanctification,  as 
he  is  the  source  and  cause  of  it,  especially  by  attaining 
for  his  chosen  people  the  gift  of  his  regenerating  and 
sanctifying  Spirit.  This  is  the  great  promise  and  blessing 
of  the  New  Testament,  and  is  the  effect  of  his  exaltation, 
as  that  was  the  effect  of  his  humiliation  ;  “  for  the  suffering 
of  death  he  was  crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  exalted 
far  above  all  principalities  and  powers,  and  might  and 
dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this 
world,  but  also  in  that  which  is  to  come  ;  that  he  might  be 
the  head  over  all  things  to  his  church.”  (Heb.  ii.  9 ;  Eph. 
i.  21 — 23.)  He  rests,  therefore,  the  necessity  of  his 
departure  upon  this,  that  it  was  the  only  means  by  which 
he  could  bestow  his  Spirit:  “  It  is  expedient  for  you  that 
I  go  away ;  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  will  not 
come  unto  you ;  but  if  I  depart,  I  will  send  him  unto  you.” 
He  is  therefore  called  the  Spirit  of  Christ ;  because,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  order  of  the  covenant  of  redemption,  the 
gift  of  that  Spirit  was  to  be  the  effect  of  his  humiliation 
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and  sufferings  :  in  consequence  of  which,  the  gift  of  the 
Spirit  is  committed  into  his  hands.  Thus,  when  he  as¬ 
cended  on  high,  he  received  gifts  to  give  unto  men  ;  yea, 
even  for  the  rebellious,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell 
among  them.  (Compare  Eph.  iv.  8.  and  Ps.  lxviii.  18.) 
Thus,  he  obtained  authority  and  ability,  to  take  a  people 
for  himself  out  of  a  world  lying  in  wickedness  :  he  re¬ 
ceived  power  to  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  were  given 
him,  to  redeem  them  from  this  present  evil  world — to 
redeem  them  from  all  iniquity.  And  this  view  of  him,  as 
their  Sanctification,  gives  a  security  that  his  people  shall 
be  called,  preserved,  and  saved.  The  gifts  and  graces 
with  which  the  church  is  endowed,  are  represented  as 
all  communicated  from,  and  dependaut  upon,  the  influence 
of  this  Spirit,  who  divideth  unto  every  one  severally  as  he 
will.  (1  Cor.  xii.  3,  &c.)  Thus  the  whole  body  is  supplied, 
in  every  part,  with  proper  nourishment  for  life,  vigour, 
and  activity ;  and  here  must  be  the  dependence  of  all  his 
people  for  every  gift  and  grace,  for  the  benefit  of  his  church 
or  the  purposes  of  salvation. 

He  therefore  becomes  their  Sanctification,  in  actually 
sanctifying  or  separating  them  for  grace;  by  the  commu¬ 
nications  of  his  Spirit.  He  is  the  “Author  of  all  power  and 
might,”  and  has  been  the  constant  expectation  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  beginning;  for  though  his  office  is  peculiarly 
revealed  in  the  New  Testament,  and  his  presence  most 
eminently  promised  under  the  Gospel  dispensation,  never 
has  his  church  been  without  his  influence.  Thus  the 
Psalmist  prays,  “  Uphold  me  with  thy  free  Spirit,” — “  Thy 
Spirit  is  good ;  lead  me  into  the  land  of  uprightness.”  The 
gracious  promise  given  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  xxxvi.  25, 
is  interpreted  in  itself  to  consist  in  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  cause  his  people  to  walk  in  his  way,  and  to  keep 
his  judgments  and  do  them ;  and  all  the  work  of  collecting 
and  sanctifying  the  people  of  God  is  attributed,  in  the 
Old  Testament  and  the  New,  to  the  person  and  office  of 
Christ,  by  his  Spirit ;  without  which  Spirit  of  life,  mankind 
must  remain  under  the  power  of  sin  and  death.  But  when 
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“  the  rod  of  their  strength  goeth  forth,”  his  word  in  the 
hand  of  his  Spirit,  “  his  people  are  willing  in  the  day  ot 
his  power,”  &c.  They  are  now  born  anew,  born  ot  the 
Spirit,  born  of  God.  (John  iii.  3;  i.  12, 13.)  The  under¬ 
standing  becomes  enlightened  :  once  darkness,  they  are 
now  light  in  the  Lord.  For  this  purpose  especially  the 
Spirit  is  promised,  to  guide  into  all  truth  (John  xvi.  13),  to 
teach  all  things,  and  bring  all  things  to  remembrance 
(chap.  xiv.  25.)  The  Apostle  describes  this  change  upon  the 
Ephesians  (i.  17, 18),  that  by  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and  re¬ 
velation  the  eyes  of  their  understandings  were  enlightened 
to  know  what  is  the  hope  of  his  calling,  (compare  Eph.  iv. 
18 — 24.)  And  the  anointing,  saith  the  Apostle  John 
(1  John  ii.  20 — 27)  which  ye  have  received  of  him  abideth 
in  you  ;  and  ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  you  ;  but  as 
the  same  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  things,  and  is  truth, 
and  is  no  lie,  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  shall  abide 
in  him,  and  by  that  unction  from  the  Holy  One,  ye  knew  all 
things  (i.  e.)  pertaining  to  salvation.  The  mean  by 
which  he  effects  this  is  his  truth,  his  own  word  :  “  Sanctify 
them  (prays  the  Saviour)  through  thy  truth ;  thy  word  is 
truth.”  (John  xvii-  17.)  “  And  of  his  own  will  (says  the 
Apostle  James)  begat  he  us,  by  the  word  of  truth.”  (James 
i.  18.)  The  nature  of  the  work  which  he  performs  upon  the 
heart  is  represented  by  a  conviction  of  sin,  righteousness, 
and  judgment.  He  convinces  of  its  deformity,  pollution, 
guilt,  and  consequences;  by  a  divine  change  subdues  the 
love  of  it,  introduces  an  hatred  of  it  into  the  heart,  and 
turns  effectually  from  it  in  godly  sorrow  and  repentance. 
Thus  he  directs  the  penitent  by  faith  to  Jesus,  in  whom 
alone  is  complete  salvation  :  and  while  faith  receives  and 
rests  upon  him,  assures  the  believer  of  the  certainty  of 
his  enjoyment,  because  the  prince  of  this  world  hath 
been  cast  out  by  the  Almighty  Saviour.  Thus  the  Spirit 
of  Life  in  Christ  Jesus  makes  the  believer  free  from 
the  law  of  sin  and  death  :  and  by  being  a  partaker 
of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  becomes  of  the  same  Spirit 
with  Christ ;  the  preserved  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  called,  and 
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actually  separated  from  the  world  to  God ;  delivered  from 
the  present  evil  world,  and  created  again  to  good  works 
which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  they  should  walk  in 
them.  Now  they  appear  as  the  sanctified  of  the  Lord  ;  and 
whatever  was  their  former  character,  it  may  be  said  ot 
them,  “  But  ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are  sanctified,  but  ye 
are  justified,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  by 
the  Spirit  of  our  God.”  (1  Cor.  vi.  11.)  Thus  the  treasures 
of  grace  in  Christ  Jesus,  are  not  only  admired  but  enjoyed. 
An  effectual  work  of  grace  passeth  not  only  upon  an  en¬ 
lightened  understanding,  but  upon  a  heart  renovated  by  Al¬ 
mighty  power,  and  therefore  devoted  to  God  in  faith  and 
love.  The  love  of  God,  the  sanctification  of  the  heart,  now 
appear  in  the  conduct;  and  the  tree  made  good,  discovers 
its  nature  in  the  goodness  of  its  fruits.  They  live  by  Christ 
living  in  them,  and  therefore  live  like  Christ.  They  bear 
his  character,  and  imitate  his  conduct.  They  are  adorned 
with  his  graces  and  virtues,  with  his  temper  and  dispo¬ 
sitions,  and  desire  to  grow  up  into  him  in  all  things;  in 
holy  affections  towards  God,  in  relative  virtues  towards 
man,  in  spiritual  exercises,  in  moral  duties  becoming  by 
faith  Christian  graces :  they  desire  to  honour  God  their 
Saviour  in  all  things ;  and  the  grace  of  God,  bringing  sal¬ 
vation,  teacheth  them  to  deny  ungodliness  and  worldly 
lusts,  and  to  live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly,  in  this 
present  evil  world.  They  are  surely  greatly  mistaken  who 
separate  salvation  and  sanctification,  when  God  hath 
called  us  to  salvation  “  through  sanctification  of  the 
Spirit.”  He  who  hath  appointed  the  end,  hath  also  ap¬ 
pointed  the  means  :  both  are  in  his  hands,  and  both  of 
them  unite  in  the  salvation  of  his  people.  This  indeed  is 
evident  from  the  character  of  Christ ;  for  if  it  be  a  part  of 
his  work  and  office — if  he  has  received  the  Spirit  upon  the 
throne  for  this  purpose,  that  he  may  be  the  Purifier,  the 
Sanctifier,  the  Sanctification  of  his  people — surely  he  will 
even  fulfil  this  part  of  his  office  as  any  other  part ;  yea,  his 
people  shall  be  willing :  he  will  purify  to  himself  a  peculiar 
people,  zealous  of  good  works.  His  people  shall  be  a 
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holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people ;  and  those  who  are  not  so, 
whatever  they  are,  to  whomsoever  they  belong,  they  are 
not  his.  “  They  that  are  after  the  flesh,  do  mind  the  things 
of  the  flesh,  and  they  that  are  after  the  Spirit,  the  things  of 
the  Spirit;”  so,  then,  “if  any  man  hath  not  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  he  is  none  of  his.”  (Rom.  viii.  5 — 9.) 

What  a  subject  of  serious  inquiry  here  opens  to  my 
mind  !  Am  I  born  again?  Has  this  change  passed  upon 
my  heart  by  which  I  have  discovered  my  ignorance,  guilt, 
and  ruin,  have  fled  for  refuge  to  the  hope  of  the  Gospel,  and, 
in  the  experience  of  his  salvation,  become  of  the  same 
spirit  and  temper  with  my  Lord  and  Saviour  ?  If  so,  I  may 
still  lament  over  my  various  imperfections  and  remaining 
corruptions  ;  and  it  would  be  a  sign  of  great  ignorance  oi 
spiritual  things,  if  I  did  not:  but  is  the  change  real?  is  my 
heart  devoted  in  sincerity  to  God  ?  am  I  thirsting  for  more, 
and  longing  for  perfection,  as  my  perfect  felicity  ?  This  is 
the  evident  effect  of  his  grace  ;  but  without  this  no  profes¬ 
sion,  illumination,  or  enjoyment,  will  ever  prove  that  I 
belong  to  Christ,  or  have  any  knowledge  of  his  salvation. 
Without  this  I  have  yet  to  seek  the  very  beginnings  of  the 
Di  vine  life,  and  must  be  yet  destitute  of  the  hope  of  salva¬ 
tion.  The  lowest  exercises  of  life  are  very  different  from 
death  :  such  exercise  always  tends  to  increase  and  perfec¬ 
tion  :  so  is  the  weakest  believer  alive  to  God  in  Christ 
Jesus.  And  though  the  highest  and  the  strongest  will 
have  great  reason  to  be  humble  at  the  little  advancement 
which  they  have  been  making  in  the  divine  life,  consider¬ 
ing  the  infinite  Source  of  grace  from  which  they  draw 
their  supply;  yet,  let  not  the  weakest  be  discouraged,  but, 
conscious  of  sincerity,  press  on  towards  more,  recollecting 
the  all-sufficiency  of  that  Source,  and  that,  as  the  work  of 
sanctification  is  progressive,  he  will  become  their  Sancti¬ 
fication  by  the  continual  communication  of  grace,  out 
of  his  fulness,  for  their  supply. — The  work  that  is  begun 
by  the  Spirit  of  grace  in  the  heart,  must  be  carried  on  by  the 
grace  of  the  same  Spirit,  or  it  would  soon  decline  and 
die  away.  The  promises,  therefore,  of  his  continual  pre- 
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sence;  the  constant  abiding  of  his  Spirit  in  the  church, 
and  the  unceasing  influence  of  his  grace  in  the  heart,  are 
the  only  ground  of  security  and  consolation  to  the  believer. 
“  This  is  my  covenant  with  thee,”  said  the  Lord  to  the  re¬ 
deemed  :  “  My  Spirit  that  is  upon  thee,  and  my  words  which 
I  have  put  in  thy  mouth,  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth, 
nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  seed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of 
thy  seed’s  seed,  saith  the  Lord,  from  henceforth  and  for 
ever”  (Isa.  lix.  21) a  promise  which  so  unites  the  per¬ 
son  and  work  of  Christ  with  his  people  as  to  secure  the 
same  Divine  influence  to  them,  in  their  measure,  and 
through  him,  as  rested  upon  him  without  measure.  By  the 
same  Almighty  Power  they  shall  be  preserved  amidst  their 
enemies  according  to  that  promise — “  When  the  enemy 
comes  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up 
a  standard  against  him  ”  (Isa.  lix.  19) ;  and  from  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  their  corruption  by  the  same  provision  of  the 
covenant  of  grace — “  For  sin  shall  not  have  dominion  over 
you,  since  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace.” 
(Rom.  vi.  14.)  Thus  he  who  secures  to  the  penitent  sin¬ 
ner  a  deliverance  from  guilt,  secures  also  to  the  believer 
a  constant  deliverance  from  the  power  of  sin,  and  thus 
becomes  a  complete  and  suitable  Saviour.  This,  indeed, 
he  effects  by  the  use  of  means,  implanting  in  the  heart  an 
hatred  of,  and  aversion  to,  every  iniquity,  exciting  the  mind 
to  earnest  desires  of  deliverance  :  inclining  the  powers  of 
the  soul  to  exertion  in  the  Christian  warfare,  he  supplies 
the  grace  which  is  needful  for  the  victory.  He  giveth  more 
grace ;  and  while  they  practically  “  work  out  their  own 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  he  worketh  in  them 
both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleasure;”  and 
though  compelled,  like  the  Apostle,  to  lament  over  the 
body  of  sin  and  death,  like  him  they  may  and  shall  ulti¬ 
mately  triumph  in  the  grace  of  God  which  giveth  them  the 
victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  But  he  that  gave 
the  disposition  for  the  spiritual  warfare  must  continually 
supply  the  grace  to  continue  in  it,  and  to  overcome.  The 
believer,  in  his  highest  state  and  most  holy  attainment. 
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finds  that  he  is  not  less  dependant  upon  the  Foundation 
of  all  grace  ;  that  no  habits  of  holy  practice  can  secure  his 
standing-,  though  they  encourage  his  expectation  of  the 
continuance  of  that  grace  which  hath  brought  him  thus 
far,  and  may  be  the  gracious  means,  under  the  Spirit  of 
grace,  of  its  security.  He  is  convinced,  by  the  knowledge 
he  had  of  his  own  heart,  and  the  recorded  experience  of 
the  most  eminent  saints,  that  it  is  possible  to  fall  even 
from  the  highest  exercise  of  grace  into  the  lowest  depths 
of  iniquity,  unless  still  supported  by  the  power  of  God 
through  faith  unto  salvation ;  that  he  has  no  inherent  holi¬ 
ness  in  his  heart,  independent  of  Christ  Jesus,  but  must 
be  secured  by  the  constant  indwelling  of  his  grace  and 
Holy  Spirit.  And,  while  this  is  all  his  dependance,  his 
expectations  are  encouraged  by  the  promise  of  the  Saviour, 
**  The  water  that  I  shall  give  him  shall  be  in  him,  as  a 
well  (or  fountain)  of  water,  springing  up  into  everlasting 
life.”  (John  iv.  14.)  How  rich,  how  inexhaustible,  the 
grace  of  our  Redeemer  1  The  union  of  the  believer  with 
Christ  Jesus,  for  the  purpose  of  spiritual  life  and  growth, 
is,  therefore,  beautifully  compared  to  the  union  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  with  their  head,  which  so  diffuses  the  vital  influence 
through  all  the  frame,  that  all  the  body  by  joints  and  bands, 
having  nourishment  ministered  and  knit  together,  continu¬ 
ally  increaseth  to  perfection.  Thus  the  believer,  holding  the 
Head  by  faith,  by  that  virtue  which  is  communicated  from 
him,  through  all  the  means  of  his  grace,  increaseth  with 
the  increase  of  God.  (Col.  ii.  10.)  The  growth  of  the 
believer  is,  therefore,  said  to  be  a  growth  into  Christ 
Jesus;  “  growing  up  into  him  in  all  things  which  is  the 
Head,  even  Christ,  from  whom  the  whole  body,  fitly  joined 
together,  and  compacted  by  that  which  every  joint  sup- 
plieth,  according  to  the  effectual  working  in  the  mea¬ 
sure  of  every  part,  making  increase  of  the  body  unto  the 
edifying  of  itself  in  love.”  (Ephes.  iv.  15,  16.)  While  the 
communication  is  kept  open  by  faith,  and  the  suitable 
means  of  his  appointment  observed,  every  part  receives 
its  correspondent  supplies  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole. 
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Hence  that  beautiful  comparison  of  the  whole  church 
collectively  to  a  body,  consisting  of  various  members,  but 
united  in  one  body,  in  union  to  one  common  Head,  and 
sustained  by  one  principle  of  life,  and  the  operation  of 
one  Spirit,  in  its  different  parts,  according  to  the  office 
they  hold  in  the  general  system ;  and  each  one,  though 
formed  for  different  purposes  and  actions,  necessary  for 
the  well-being  of  the  whole.  (1  Cor.  xii.  12,  &c.)  By 
another  beautiful  allusion,  the  church  is  represented 
as  the  branches  of  a  tree,  united  to  one  stock  or  com¬ 
mon  root,  from  which  they  receive  alone  their  vital 
influence  for  life  and  fruitfulness.  Every  believer  is 
a  living  branch  of  the  living  Vine,  grafted  into  Christ 
Jesus,  vitally  united  to  him ;  and  can  no  more  live 
without  him,  than  the  branch  can  continue  its  vegeta¬ 
tion  and  fruitfulness  when  cut  off  from  the  stock  on 
which  it  grew.  Hence  our  Lord  himself  enforces  the  ab¬ 
solute  necessity  of  an  entire  and  constant  dependance 
upon  him:  “Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you:  as  the  branch 
cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself,  no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide 
in  me.”  Mere  professors,  who  are  not  really  united  to 
him,  as  they  must  be  fruitless  professors,  are  but  the  wi¬ 
thered  branches  fit  for  the  burning ;  for  if  a  man  abide  not 
in  me,  he  is  cast  forth  as  a  branch  and  is  withered,  and 
men  gather  them  and  cast  them  into  the  fire,  and  they  are 
burned.  But  from  the  fulness  and  supply  that  is  in  him, 
and  the  certain  communication  by  faith,  the  believer  in 
Christ,  in  the  exercise  of  faith,  cannot  but  be  faithful  to 
Christ:  for  “he  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the 
same  bringeth  forth  much  fruit ;  but  without  me  ye  can  do 
nothing.”  (John  xv.  5.)  As  the  only  Source  of  sanctifying 
grace  is  treasured  up  in  Christ  Jesus ;  as  the  only  effectual 
Sanctifier  is  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  though  the  gift  is  of  his 
own  sovereign  pleasure;  the  only  means  of  our  receiving 
it  is  by  that  faith  which  bringeth  us  to  Christ,  and  produces 
a  simple  dependance  upon  him  for  the  bestowal  of  the 
blessing  ;  and  an  expectation,  grounded  upon  his  own  pro¬ 
mise,  of  the  gracious  communication.  A  connection  with 
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the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  his  Spirit,  is  the  cause  of  spiri¬ 
tual  growth,  and  therefore  of  all  true  holiness ;  and  every 
pretence  to  moral  virtues,  independent  of  the  grace  of 
Christ,  is  but  the  mere  shadow  of  goodness ;  an  image,  a 
picture  without  life.  It  may  have  the  outward  lineament 
of  beauty,  but  has  not  the  inward  principle,  the  warmth, 
the  animation,  the  life  of  Christian  graces.  Hence  it  is 
that  so  many  who  call  themselves  Christians  are  destitute 
of  all  Christian  tempers,  and  fruitless  in  the  Christian  life, 
since  they  have  never  been  brought  by  faith  to  Christ,  nor 
are  vitally  united  to  him ;  are  exercising  no  dependence 
upon  him,  as  the  only  Source  of  grace,  nor  sensible  of  the 
constant  influence  of  his  Spirit  for  the  sanctification  of  the 
heart  and  life.  Hence  there  must  be  either  a  dead  forma¬ 
lity  in  the  exercise  of  Christian  duties,  or  a  total  neglect 
of  them,  when  there  is  no  connection  with  the  Fountain  of 
life,  no  influence  from  the  Spirit  of  life,  nor  any  expecta¬ 
tion  of  this  life-giving  communication.  The  believer  can 
say,  with  the  Apostle,  “  I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth 
in  me  ;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh,  I  live  by 
the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.”  The  cause  of  his  life  is  the 
Spirit  of  Christ ;  the  means  of  life  is  faith ;  the  source  of 
it  is  in  Christ  Jesus;  the  principle  of  it  is  spiritual  and 
heavenly ;  the  actions  of  it  are  suitable  to  its  nature,  and 
its  end  shall  be  everlasting  life  and  glory.  Here  then  is 
the  suitable  and  all-sufficient  source,  appointed  by  God  for 
the  constant  supply  of  his  believing  people.  As  the  life 
of  the  believer  is  in  Christ,  let  this  be  his  continual  depen¬ 
dence,  the  fountain  to  which  he  continually  looks,  while 
faith  pleads  the  promise  and  appointment  of  God,  and  re¬ 
joices  in  the  encouragement.  All  my  springs,  blessed  Jesus, 
are  in  thee.  This  consideration,  though  animating  to  every 
Christian  duty,  may  afford  a  ground  of  consolation  to  the 
believer,  when,  labouring  under  the  remains  of  the  body 
of  sin  and  death,  he  groans  with  guilt  and  oppression, 
maintains  the  doubtful  conflict,  and  longs  for  victory  and 
deliverance.  The  cause  of  his  sanctification  is  not  in  him¬ 
self;  Christ  Jesus  undertook  to  accomplish  it  in  his  people. 
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and  will  perfect  the  design  of  his  grace.  If  with  sincerity 
of  heart  the  harassed  believer  is  engaged  in  the  conflict 
against  sin  and  satan,  though  with  the  lowest  degrees  of 
faith,  though  his  success  be  yet  but  small,  let  him  seek 
more  grace  :  out  of  the  fulness  of  Jesus  let  him  entertaiu 
the  certain  expectation  of  finding  the  grace  he  seeks,  of 
triumphing  in  the  daily  victory  over  all  his  corruptions  and 
enemies,  and  of  having  perfect  triumph  in  the  end.  Re¬ 
joice,  O  believer,  in  the  daily  course  of  the  Christian  war¬ 
fare,  “  that  the  God  of  peace  (in  Christ  Jesus)  will  bruise 
satan  under  your  feet  shortly.” 

As  sure  as  the  Redeemer  hath  triumphed,  so  shall  you 
triumph  in  and  through  him  :  as  sure  as  he  hath  fulfilled 
the  promise  to  the  Captain  of  Salvation,  he  will  fulfil  all 
his  engagements  to  those  who  are  fighting  under  his  banner 
against  sin,  the  world,  and  the  devil.  With  all  thy  guilty 
fears ;  under  all  thine  enemies ;  amidst  the  opposition  of 
remaining  corruptions  ;  in  the  sad  experience  of  thy  own 
weakness  and  insufficiency,  still  look  to  Jesus:  bring  all  to 
him  daily  in  the  prayer  of  faith,  for  thus  only  can  thy 
conscience  obtain  peace,  through  the  pardoning  efficacy 
of  his  blood,  and  thy  heart  obtain  deliverance  by  the 
powerful  energies  of  his  grace.  He  will  keep  thee  going 
onward,  strengthening  thee  for  the  combat,  and  daily 
renew  thy  victories,  though  thy  enemies  and  corruptions 
daily  assault  and  distress  thee.  Never,  on  this  side  the 
grave,  wilt  thou  be  got  beyond  the  necessity  of  warfare  ; 
never  out  of  the  reach  of  thine  enemies,  nor  beyond  the 
assault  of  corruption  and  of  sin  :  but  his  grace,  which  is 
unchangeable,  is  also  inexhaustible  ;  the  foundation  is  yet 
the  same,  the  promise  yet  encourages  thy  confidence  of 
faith.  He  who  hath  begun  the  good  work  will  complete 
it  unto  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ :  faithful  is  He  that  hath 
called  you,  who  also  will  do  it.  Never  shall  his  care 
remit,  nor  his  power  cease  to  protect  thee ;  till  he  hath 
brought  all  his  church  through,  to  triumph  in  his  glory. 
He  will  sanctify  and  cleanse  his  church,  whom  he  loved, 
and  for  whom  he  gave  himself,  and  every  individual  in  it. 
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with  the  washing  of  water  (by  the  influence  of  his  Spirit) 
by  the  word  ;  and  at  last,  (not  only  as  justified  by  his 
righteousness,  but  sanctified  by  his  Spirit,)  present  it  to 
himself  a  glorious  church,  hot  having  a  spot  or  wrinkle,  or 
any  such  thing,  but  as  being  holy  and  without  blemish. 
(Ephes.  v.  25 — 27.) 

In  the  confidence  of  this,  the  believer  may  go  on  in  the 
Christian  warfare,  sure  of  the  victory :  this  view  will  not 
cause  him  to  relax  his  diligence,  activity,  or  exertions  ‘T 
but  may  well  take  away  the  discouragement  which  other¬ 
wise  would  cause  his  hands  to  hang  down,  and  his  knees 
be  feeble.  This  may  well  animate  him  to  every  duty  ;  to 
be  stedfast,  immoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  knowing  that  his  labour  shall  not  be  in  vain  in 
the  Lord.  (1  Cor.  xv.  57,  58.) 

The  doubting  believer,  in  the  midst  of  temptation,  weak¬ 
ness,  and  fear,  may  plead  the  character,  the  design,  the 
promise  of  the  Redeemer ;  and  hope,  and  wait  in  faith, 
for  the  sanctifying  influences  of  his  Spirit,  for  their  con¬ 
tinued  communication,  their  increasing  operations,  till 
grace  be  consummated  in  glory,  and  we  all  come,  in 
the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of 
God,  to  a  perfect  man,  to  the  measure  of  the  stature 
of  the  fulness  of  Christ ; — till  sin  be  no  more  ;  but  glory, 
purity,  and  unstained  perfections  adorn  all  the  powers  of 
his  soul.  Let  us  stand  and  admire  the  perfect  suitable¬ 
ness  in  the  character  of  Christ  Jesus  to  the  state  of  his 
people,  and  the  glorious  harmony  that  thence  discovers 
itself  in  the  different  parts  of  his  Gospel :  the  perfection 
that  is  in  him  is  the  perfect  provision  for  our  ruined  state, 
in  order  to  our  perfect  recovery.  Mercy  and  grace  are 
the  two  great  wants  which  the  penitent  discovers ;  mercy 
and  grace  all-sufficient  the  Redeemer  supplies.  There  is 
now  no  condemnation,  through  his  righteousness,  to  them 
that  are  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  and  the  power  of  his  grace  is  the 
earnest  of  his  glory.  He  unites  these  blessings  in  the 
heart  of  his  people  ;  there  he  unites  them  in  his  own  pre¬ 
cious  covenant  promise  :  he  will  subdue  all  their  iniquities. 
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and  cast  all  their  sins  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.  (See 
Mic.  vii.  19,  See.)  Let  me,  then,  consider,  the  enjoyment 
of  present  grace  as  an  earnest  of  its  completion,  confident 
that  he  can,  and  will,  do  “  exceeding  abundantly,  above 
all  that  we  can  ask  or  think,  according  to  that  power  which 
now  worketh  in  us,”  in  our  recovery  from  the  ruin  of  a 
fallen  state. 

Look  forward,  O  believer,  with  the  greatest  delight; 
contemplate  the  time  when  his  designs  shall  be  complete, 
and  the  wants  of  thy  ruined  nature  be  all  satisfied.  It  is  very 
just  cause  of  sorrow,  at  present,  that  the  remains  of  sin  so 
defile  and  pollute  your  best  services ;  but,  when  that  which 
is  perfect  is  come,  then  that  which  is  in  part  shall  be  done 
away.  Yes,  thou  shalt  be  like  thy  Lord,  all  that  now 
grieves  and  distresses  you  shall  be  found  no  more ;  all  that 
you  are  aiming  after,  and  labouring  for,  shall  be  attained, 
and  eternally  enjoyed.  You  shall  be  like  him,  for  you 
shall  see  him  as  he  is. 

Then  he  in  whom  you  were  placed  in  eternity,  sanctified 
there  by  God  the  Father,  for  all  the  purposes  of  redemp¬ 
tion;  he  who  hath  obtained  that  redemption  through  his 
blood ;  he  who  hath  given  you  of  his  Spirit,  who  hath 
called  you,  sanctified  and  preserved  you,  and  who  shall 
then  bring  all  his  redeemed  here  to  glory,  perfectly  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  salvation,  shall  have  all 
the  glory  of  all  his  work,  from  all  his  redeemed  people, 
throughout  eternity.  Amen  and  amen. 
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Redemption  is  the  perfect  work  of  infinite  wisdom  and 
everlasting  love:  as  such,  it  is  the  consolation  of  sinners 
upon  earth,  the  wondering  admiration  and  glory  of  angels  and 
saints  around  the  throne  :  while  the  one  party  are  desirous 
of  looking  into  the  unfathomable  mystery,  the  other  will 
be  making  it  the  subject  of  their  everlasting  songs.  “  To 
him  that  loved  us,  and  redeemed  us  unto  God  by  his 
blood,  to  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen.”  Oh  that  we  could  raise  our  views  to  a  suitable 
elevation  while  contemplating  all  its  blessings,  treasured  up 
in  Jesus !  Under  the  character  of  Redeemer,  we  saw  the 
second  covenant  Person  in  Jehovah,  assuming  the  nature 
of  his  brethren,  becoming  the  antitype  of  the  kinsman 
under  the  law ;  to  pay  the  price  of  their  ransom,  to  redeem 
them  from  the  slavery  of  sin,  and  death,  and  hell ;  to 
avenge  them  of  all  their  enemies,  and  redeem  for  them  the 
lost  inheritance.  The  present  view  of  the  Saviour’s  character 
is  very  similar,  but  more  enlarged  and  comprehensive. 
Under  the  former  we  considered  our  state  as  sinners,  and 
saw  the  Redeemer  executing  his  engagements,  performing 
his  covenant  work  for  the  importation  of  the  covenant 
blessings.  But  when  he  is  called  the  Redemption  of  his 
people,  it  is  intimated  thereby,  that  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  is  finished,  and  that  the  fulness  of  redeeming  blessings 
is  now  treasured  up  in  himself.  Here  therefore,  we  have 
a  more  enlarged  view  of  his  love,  his  glory,  and  his  all- 
sufficiency ;  the  triumph  of  the  Gospel  here  declares  him 
anointed  of  the  Lord  the  Spirit,  to  bind  up  the  broken 
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hearted ;  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captive,  and  the  opening 
of  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound  ;  to  proclaim  the 
jubilee  year  of  Jehovah,  and  the  day  of  vengeauce  of  our 
God;  to  comfort  all  that  mourn:  we  behold  him  fully 
authorized,  and  fully  furnished,  to  accomplish  bis  design, 
and  to  bring  his  people  into  the  enjoyment  of  his  benefits. 
What  a  view  of  our  adorable  Jesus  !  May  we  dwell  on  the 
contemplation  with  delight,  confident  of  the  all-sufficiency 
of  his  grace  ;  relying  upon  his  promise  for  the  communi¬ 
cation,  while  we  render  to  him  the  full  tribute  of  all  the 
glory  ! 

When  he  who  is  elsewhere  called  the  Redeemer,  is 
still  further  styled,  in  abstract,  our  Redemption,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  idea  which  the  Divine  Spirit,  who  thus  testifies  of 
Jesus,  intends  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  his  people,  is 
this  most  important  one,  (viz.)  That  redemption,  as  to  the 
meritorious  work  and  effectual  impartation,  though  not  as 
to  the  actual  enjoyment,  of  it  in  his  people,  is  now  fully  and 
for  ever  completed  in  and  by  Christ  Jesus.  “  We  have  re¬ 
demption  through  his  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  our 
sins.”  This  was  doubtless  the  design  of  the  Saviour  him¬ 
self,  when  upon  the  cross  he  proclaimed,  “  It  is  finished 
— the  full  price  which  justice  and  the  law  required,  as  the 
ransom  of  the  soul,  is  actually  paid  ;  the  atonement  for  sin 
is  consummated;  the  righteousness  is  complete.  What¬ 
ever  can  render  God  glorious,  and  his  attributes  illustrious 
in  the  salvation  of  the  guilty  ;  whatever  can  thus  ensure  the 
sinner’s  acceptance,  and  obtain  for  the  returning  sinner  the 
blessings  of  pardoning  mercy,  justifying  grace,  sanctifica¬ 
tion  and  salvation,  is  now  actually  accomplished  by  me,  the 
sinner’s  Surety.  He  is  therefore  represented  by  the  Apo¬ 
stle,  “as  having  blotted  out  the  hand- writing  of  ordinances 
that  was  against  us,  which  was  contrary  to  us,  and  taking 
it  out  of  the  way,  by  nailing  it  to  the  cross ; — as  having 
there  spoiled  principalities  and  powers,  and  made  a 
show  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  upon  his 
cross.”  (Col.  ii.  14,  15.)  This  was  the  only  language  of 
triumph  which  he  then  uttered  ;  and  it  proclaims  to  his 
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church  the  finishing  of  his  work,  and  the  completion  of  his 
victory ;  but  when  he  rose  triumphant  from  the  grave,  he 
proved  his  ransom  accepted,  his  enemies  concpiered,  and 
the  inheritance  obtained.  Then  the  discharge,  as  the 
Surety  of  his  people,  was  (as  it  were)  signed  and  sealed  ; 
but  when  we  behold  him  ascending  on  high,  faith  beholds 
the  everlasting  victory  secured.  Thus  the  Apostle  argues, 
from  the  perfection  of  the  Redeemer’s  sacrifice,  to  the 
certainty  of  the  believer’s  enjoyment,  and  the  inutility  and 
needlessness  of  all  other  offerings  for  sin  ;  for  this  Priest, 
after  he  had  offered  one  sacrifice  for  sins,  for  ever  sat 
down  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  from  henceforth  expecting 
till  his  enemies  be  made  his  footstool  :  for  by  one  offering- 
lie  hath  perfected  for  ever  them  which  are  sanctified,  the 
Holy  Ghost  witnessing,  according  to  this  covenant  of  re¬ 
demption,  that  in  consequence  of  this  he  will  put  his  law 
into  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  their  sins  and  iniquities 
remember  no  more.  Now  where  these  purposes  are  effected, 
every  thing  necessary  is  effected  ;  but  this  being  effected 
by  the  sacrifice  of  the  Redeemer,  there  is  no  more  offering 
for  sin  required  or  necessary  :  and  the  penitent  sinner 
may  come  with  boldness  in  this  new  and  living  way,  “  the 
blood  of  Jesus,”  into  the  holiest,  and  draw  near  with  a 
true  heart,  in  the  full  assurance  of  faith  ;  having  his  heart 
sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience,  and  his  body  washed 
with  pure  water.”  (See  Heb.  x.  12 — 22.)  No  addition  can 
be  made  to  the  all-perfect  work  of  Christ ;  nothing  need  be 
added  for  the  complete  justification  of  the  believing  peni¬ 
tent  :  all  that  remains  is  the  free  and  willing  acceptance  of 
it  in  the  heart  of  the  sinner,  whereby  all  its  blessings  are 
secured.  This  is  the  only  plan  of  salvation  that  is  suited 
to  lost  sinners,  or  that  could  ever  secure  its  blessings  to 
them.  This  is  therefore  the  ground  which  the  Scripture 
lays  for  the  consolation  of  the  enlightened  and  distressed 
conscience :  having  nothing  else  to  bring  to  the  Throne  of 
Grace,  the  penitent  sinner  brings  all  that  is  needful  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  terms  of  the  everlasting  covenant  of  grace, 
when  by  faith  he  brings  Christ,  and  presents  him  to  the 
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Father,  and  pleads  his  atonement,  righteousness,  and 
victory.  The  salvation  of  the  believer  cannot  indeed,  as 
yet,  be  said  to  be  finished  ;  nor,  till  the  final  victory  be 
obtained  over  sin  and  death  in  his  own  person,  in  full  per¬ 
fection  before  the  throne  above.  But  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  is  finished :  all  that  is  necessary  is  done,  is  accepted, 
and  is  imputed  for  the  benefit  of  the  believing  sinner ;  and 
now,  “  all  that  believe  are  justified  from  all  things  from 
which  they  could  not  be  justified  by  the  law  of  Moses 
and  as  all  these  blessings  are  only  obtained  by  Christ 
Jesus,  so  he  is  properly  called  our  Redemption .  Let  the 
penitent  sinner,  who  feels  his  guilt  and  helplessness,  em¬ 
brace  the  consolation.  Though  he  is  ready  to  be  discou¬ 
raged,  his  discouragement  arises  only  from  himself ;  and, 
if  left  to  himself,  he  might  justly  lie  down  in  despair. 
He  is  guilty,  and  cannot  remove  his  guilt ;  he  is  con¬ 
demned  by  the  holy  law,  and  has  no  means  of  escaping, 
no  power  of  avoiding  or  repelling  its  sentence.  He  has 
no  plea  that  can  deserve  the  attention  of  Infinite  Purity  and 
Truth:  but  rejoice,  thou  wounded  penitent;  thy  redemption 
is  in  Jesus.  He  hath  obtained  all  its  blessings  ;  his  atone¬ 
ment  is  complete,  his  righteousness  is  everlasting,  and  his 
promise  and  power  secure  the  benefits  to  faith.  Nothing 
could  be  added,  and  nothing  need  be  added,  to  his  all-per¬ 
fect  work.  The  exhortation  of  the  Gospel  is,  to  come  and 
receive,  and  then  to  rejoice  and  glorify  him  for  his  salva¬ 
tion.  Eternal  life  is  the  free  gift  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord  ;  and  when  he  is  made  of  God  unto  us  wisdom, 
righteousness,  sanctification,  and  redemption,  the  sinner 
cannot  be  destitute  of  a  ground  of  rejoicing ;  for,  though 
perishing  in  himself,  he  may  “  glory  in  the  Lord.”  But  as 
the  purchase  is  complete,  so  the  blessings  of  redemption 
are  actually  laid  up  in  him,  for  the  purpose  of  communica¬ 
tion  to  his  people.  When  he  had  finished  the  purchase 
upon  the  cross,  the  word  of  Divine  Truth  represents  him 
as  claiming  admission  to  his  throne  in  the  character  of  the 
all-perfect  Saviour  :  the'  eternal  gates  are  solicited— com¬ 
manded  to  lift  up  their  heads  to  admit  the  Lord  of  Hosts, 

f  2 


68  SERIES  V. —  ESSAY  V. 

in  the  -character  of  the  mighty  Conqueror  and  the  King  of 
Glory.  (Psalm  xxiv.  7 — 10.)  Then  he  ascended  on  high, 
leading  captivity  captive,  and  receiving  gifts  to  give  unto 
men,  yea,  to  the  rebellious,  that  the  Lord  God  might 
dwell  among  them.  Then  the  eternal  blessings  were  ac¬ 
tually  received  ;  and,  having  wrought  and  accomplished  all 
as  the  representative  of  his  people,  in  him  they  are  consi¬ 
dered  as  dead,  in  him  they  rise,  in  him  they  ascend,  in  him 
they  triumph,  in  him  they  possess  the  mansions  of  glory. 
“Blessed,”  says  the  Apostle,  “be  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual 
blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus,  according  as 
he  hath  chosen  us  in  him  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
that  we  should  be  holy,  and  without  blame  before  him  in 
love.”  (Eph.  i.  3,  4.)  But  in  what  respect  can  this  be  true, 
but  as  He  is  in  possession,  who  is  their  Surety ;  and  as 
they  are  united  to  him  in  the  covenant  of  redemption?  And 
if,  in  the  exercise  of  faith,  they  are  interested  in  all  he 
did  and  in  all  he  enjoyed,  they  may  therefore  be  properly 
considered  as  quickened  together  with  Christ,  and  raised 
up  together,  and  made  to  sit  together  in  heavenly  places, 
in  Christ  Jesus.  (Eph.  ii.  6.)  The  blessings  which  he  be¬ 
stows,  the  Apostle  has  beautifully  treated  of,  in  Eph.  iv. 
and  2  Cor.  xii. ;  and  they  appear  to  be  all  which  are  ne¬ 
cessary  for  the  external  services,  or  the  internal  edification 
of  his  church,  “  until  they  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the 
faith  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect 
man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of 
Christ.”  In  the  work  of  the  humble  Redeemer,  every  thing 
hath  been  completed  which  was  necessary  for  the  imparta- 
tion  or  obtaining  of  redemption  ;  and  in  the  person  of  the 
exalted  Redeemer  every  needful  blessing  is  treasured  up 
for  communication  :  and  the  believer  is  directed  in  the 
word  of  truth,  not  only  to  view  all  as  in  him,  but  to 
expect  all  from  him,  according  to  the  design  of  his  under¬ 
taking,  the  perfection  of  his  character,  and  the  faithful¬ 
ness  of  his  promise.  Thus,  as  the  believer’s  safety  con¬ 
sists  in,  or  springs  from,  his  union  with  Christ,  so  his  sup- 
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plies  of  grace  are  secured  by  the  all-sufficiency  of  that 
fulness  which  is  deposited  in  him,  in  consequence  of  his 
complete  fulfilment  of  the  covenant  terms  of  redemption. 
And  the  whole  is  summed  up  in  the  promise  of  life,  eter¬ 
nal  life  ;  which  implies  all  that  is  necessary  for  its  restora¬ 
tion  to  the  dead  sinner,  its  continuance  in  the  heart  of  his 
people,  already  quickened  by  his  Spirit,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  it  for  ever,  without  which  the  application  of  eternal  life 
would  be  unsuitable  and  improper ;  for  he  that  hath  the 
Son  of  God  hath  life,  he  that  believeth  hath  everlasting 
life,  and  shall  not  come  into  condemnation. — Blessed 
Jesus,  where  then  should  we  go  but  unto  thee  ?  Thou  hast 
the  words  of  eternal  life.  Let  not  the  humble  believer  be 
afraid  to  discover  the  extent  of  his  wants,  nor  tremble  at 
the  increasing  view  of  his  guilt  and  insufficiency,  while  he 
stedfastly  views  by  faith  the  all-sufficiency  of  the  Saviour. 
Let  his  wants  be  particularised  in  their  various  branches 
and  fullest  limits ;  and,  when  looking  to  the  source  of  re¬ 
deeming  grace,  in  the  light  of  the  promise,  he  cannot  be 
at  a  loss  for  a  suitable  supply.  Hath  he  paid  the  debt,  the 
ransom-price  to  justice  and  the  law  (  he  holds  then  the  dis¬ 
charge  in  his  hands  for  all  his  people  ;  and  there  is  no  con¬ 
demnation  to  them  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  extent 
of  blessings  included  in  this  can  only  be  estimated  by  the 
believer  ;  who,  beholding  his  former  state  of  guilt  and 
ruin,  feels  it  all  removed  by  the  grace  of  the  Saviour,  and 
changed  for  a  state  of  perfect  acceptance  and  favour  with 
the  holy  God,  who  beholds  himself  thus  interested  in  the 
everlasting  and  unchanging  love  of  him  who  hath  power 
to  accomplish  whatever  his  love  designs,  and  who  will  give 
grace  and  glory,  and  deny  no  good  thing  from  them  that 
walk  uprightly  with  him.  Hath  he  conquered  the  enemy 
of  his  people  !  What  though  they  lament,  with  the  Apostle, 
over  the  remains  of  corruption  and  the  assaults  of  enemies, 
with  him  also  they  shall  triumph,  and  thank  God  who  giveth 
them  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  (Rom.  vii. 
14 — 25;  1  Cor.  xv.  57.)  No  temptation  shall  happen  to 
them  but  what  is  common  to  men  ;  while,  with  every 
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temptation,  he  will  make  a  way  for  their  escape,  that  they 
may  be  able  to  bear  it.  What  shall  separate  them  from 
the  love  of  Christ  ?  Tribulation,  distress,  persecution,  fa¬ 
mine,  nakedness,  peril,  or  the  sword,  shall  but  further  his 
designs  of  love  ;  and  in  all  these  things,  they  shall  be  more 
than  conquerors  through  him  who  loved  them ;  and  neither 
death  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers 
(the  assaults  of  earth  or  hell),  nor  things  present,  nor  things 
to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature, 
shall  be  able  to  separate  them  from  the  love  of  God,  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  (Rom.  viii.  32 — 39.)  Here 
the  Apostle  labours  for  expressions,  that  he  may  sum  up 
all  the  dangers  of  the  people  of  God,  and  lead  them  to 
triumph  over  all,  in  the  security  of  that  love  which  God 
bears  to  them  in  Christ  Jesus. — But  hath  he  purchased  the 
inheritance  of  glory?  He  also  possesses  it  with  all  power 
to  bring  his  people  safe,  to  regulate  every  step  in  which 
they  are  appointed  to  walk,  till  they  enter  upon  glory.  To 
him  is  committed  the  judgment  of  universal  nature,  that  he 
may  bring  their  souls  to  the  final  enjoyment,  when  he  shall 
come  again  to  receive  them  to  himself,  that  where  he 
is,  they  also  may  be.  (John  xiv.  1 — 3;  xvii.  2 :  Matt, 
xxviii.  18.)  What  delightful  views  here  arise  to  engage 
the  faith  of  the  believer  !  How  sweet  the  consolation  when 
brought  into  experience  in  the  exercise  of  faith  !  As 
a  sinner,  I  come  to  a  complete  Saviour;  I  have  only  to 
accept  and  trust  his  grace,  and  the  blessings  of  his  sal¬ 
vation  become  mine,  secured  by  his  faithful  promise,  and 
secured  eternally.  He  will  manage  all  mv  concerns,  and 
supply  all  my  wants,  while  he  communicates  all  the  grace 
1  need.  Happy  believer,  who  can  realize  these  views  in 
the  daily  exercise  of  faith  upon  the  Son  of  God.  Let  me 
but  be  found  in  his  hand,  and  I  am  as  safe,  if  not  as  happy, 
as  those  already  before  the  throne  ;  for  lie  in  whom  I  trust 
is  all-sufficient  for  me,  all-sufficient  for  every  purpose  for 
which  I  need  his  help,  and  has  an  all-sufficiency  of  grace 
and  strength  and  blessing  to  bestow :  and  it  is  the  work 
of  faith  to  receive  this;  and,  in  proportion  to  its  simplicity 
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of  dependance,  it  will  bring-  the  sweet  consolation  of 
these  views  into  the  heart,  and  anticipate  the  end  of 
faith,  even  the  salvation  of  the  soul — the  full  enjoyment 
of  these  blessings  in  his  glorious  kingdom.  But,  in 
the  great  concern  of  Redemption,  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  every  other  dependance  will  be  found  false  and 
delusive.  If  the  pride  of  man,  unwilling  to  submit  to  this 
way  of  salvation,  and  to  the  freeness  of  Divine  grace,  will 
vainly  hope  to  add  something  to  the  finished  work  of 
Christ  for  acceptance  and  justification,  it  can  only  be 
considered  by  the  eternal  Jehovah  as  a  reflection  upon 
his  infinite  wisdom ;  and  a  rebellious  opposition  to  the 
free  gift  of  his  sovereign  grace.  The  works  of  faith 
and  love  will  always  be  acceptable  and  well-pleasiug  to 
the  Father  through  Christ;  but  the  vain  efforts  of  human 
pride  to  lead  itself  to  God  by  any  work  of  righteousness  of 
its  own  effecting,  while  it  rejects  the  gracious  offers  of  the 
Gospel,  will  but  excite  his  holy  indignation.  In  Him  are 
all  the  blessings  of  Redemption  ;  nor  can  a  sinner  receive 
one  of  them  but  out  of  his  fulness.  He  must,  therefore, 
be  for  ever  destitute  of  all  without  the  humble  application 
and  the  reliance  of  faith,  from  the  broken  and  contrite 
spirit,  emptied  of  all  confidence  and  hope  beside.  The 
way  which  God  has  commanded  must  be  right,  honourable 
to  himself,  and  secure  to  the  believing  sinner ;  but  every 
other  dependance,  He  himself  hath  declared,  shall  only  lead 
to  death  and  destruction.  Wherever,  therefore,  a  con¬ 
vinced  sinner  flies  but  to  Jesus,  be  must  still  adopt  the 
language  of  the  Psalmist,  “  refuge  failed  me.” 

All  his  works,  bis  duties,  and  his  efforts  will  still  leave 
him  a  sinner  in  the  sight  of  Infinite  Purity,  and  unsheltered 
from  the  sentence  of  the  law.  And,  if  he  harden  himself 
in  his  wickedness,  his  damnation  tarrieth  not.  In  every 
possible  situation  without  Christ,  man  is  condemned  already ; 
he  is  without  hope  and  without  help  :  every  other  depend¬ 
ance  shall  be  swept  away  as  the  sand  by  the  storm;  every 
other  foundation  shall  sink  into  the  abyss  of  eternal  ruin. 
This  alone  is  the  eternal  rock,  the  rock  of  ages,  deeper  than 
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hell  in  its  foundation,  higher  than  heaven  in  its  glories, 
and  firm  as  eternity  in  its  duration.  Let  me  flee,  then,  to 
this  refuge  set  before  me  in  the  Gospel.  Flee,  thou  peni¬ 
tent  sinner,  and  here  shalt  thou  be  secured  from  the  auger 
of  God,  the  curse  of  the  law,  the  consequence  of  sin,  and 
the  wrath  to  come,  and  find  that  Jesus  is  the  redemption  of 
thy  immortal  soul.  But  having  obtained  the  blessings  by 
his  blood,  and  possessing  them  in  his  hands,  he  stands 
engaged  to  fulfil  the  character  in  the  actual  redemption  of 
his  people  now,  by  the  power  of  his  arm,  and  the 
grace  OF  His  SPIRIT.  When  he  was  set  up  from  ever¬ 
lasting  his  delights  were  w'itli  them;  he  rejoiced  to  behold 
in  prospect,  the  numbers  of  his  redeemed  before  his  throne 
of  glory  in  the  possession  of  his  benefits ;  and  this  view 
animated  his  ardour,  and  excited  his  determined  perse¬ 
verance  in  the  arduous  work  of  Redemption.  This  was  the 
joy  which  was  set  before  him,  for  which  he  endured  the 
cross,  despising  the  shame.  (Heb.  xii.  2.)  And  as  surely 
as  he  finished,  in  his  condescension,  what  he  had  engaged 
to  do  for  them,  so  also  he  will  as  assuredly  finish,  upon  his 
throne,  all  that  he  has  engaged  to  do  in  them  and  to  them. 
As  he  purchased  them  by  his  blood,  and  conquered  for  them 
upon  the  cross,  so  he  will  actually  redeem  them  from  the 
band  of  all  their  enemies,  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit.  His 
people  were  by  nature  like  others,  in  their  connection  with 
that  fallen  parent,  whence  sin  involved  his  whole  race  in 
guilt  and  ruin.  Partakers  of  the  same  fallen  nature  in 
their  first  entrance  into  the  world,  and  involved  in  the 
same  guilt,  till  the  promise  of  the  new  covenant  is  ful¬ 
filled  toward  them,  till  the  power  of  his  grace  effectually 
renews  their  hearts,  and  till  faith  embraces  the  Saviour  in 
all  his  blessings,  they  appear  the  same  in  their  disposition 
and  conduct.  But  viewed  by  the  eye  of  Him  who  sees  the 
end  from  the  beginning,  who  sees  the  things  that  are  not 
as  though  they  were,  because  of  the  fulness  of  his  pur¬ 
poses,  and  the  certainty  of  their  accomplishment,  they  be¬ 
long  to  Christ,  having  been  given  to  him  in  eternity,  and 
redeemed  with  his  blood,  in  order  to  their  complete  re- 
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demption  by  liis  grace  and  Spirit.  In  this  view  he  calls' 
the  Gentile  sinners,  who  were  hereafter,  to  the  end  of  time, 
to  receive  his  Gospel  and  enjoy  his  salvation,  his  sheep  : 
“  Other  sheep  I  have  which  are  not  of  this  fold.”  And 
the  people  of  Corinth,  who  were  to  be  confirmed  in  the 
faith,  the  much  people  which  he  had  in  that  city  by  union 
with  him  in  the  eternal  covenant,  they  are  really  interested 
through  him  in  all  its  blessings  ;  the  covenant  was  made 
writh  him  on  their  behalf,  engaged  in  and  fulfilled  by  him 
on  their  account,  and  with  a  view  to  their  benefit  and  eternal 
salvation.  He  will,  therefore,  assuredly  pluck  them  out  of 
the  hands  of  their  enemies.  “  Shall  the  prey  be  taken  from 
the  mighty,  or  the  lawful  captive  delivered  ?  Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  even  the  captives  of  the  mighty  shall  be  taken 
away,  and  the  prey  of  the  terrible  shall  be  delivered  ;  for 
I  will  contend  with  him  that  contendeth  with  thee,  and 
I  will  save  thy  children.”  (Isa.  xlix.  24 — 26.)  To  effect 
this  is  the  gracious  design  of  all  the  ordinances  of  the 
Gospel  church  ;  and  especially  the  revelation  of  his  word, 
and  the  preaching  of  his  Gospel.  These  are  but  the 
means  whereby  he  enlightens  and  calls  his  people  out 
of  darkness  into  light ;  from  the  power  of  satan  into  his 
own  kingdom  of  grace.  His  appointed  means  are  effec¬ 
tual,  when  his  own  Divine  power  attends  them  :  his  Gospel 
going  forth  from  Sion,  or  his  church,  is  then  the  rod  of 
his  strength  :  the  power  of  sin,  and  of  self-righteousness, 
the  power  and  artifice  of  satan,  the  great  deceiver  falls 
down  before  the  influence  of  his  grace.  He  goes  forth 
conquering  and  to  conquer,  and  his  people  are  made 
willing  in  the  day  of  his  power.  In  consequence  of  tliis 
fulfilment  of  the  covenant  terms,  the  Almighty  Redeemer 
is  exalted  upon  the  throne,  and  the  power  which  he  has 
there  received,  he  himself  tells  us,  is  for  this  very  pur¬ 
pose,  that  he  may  execute  these  designs  of  everlasting 
love,  and  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  were  given  him. 
When  therefore  he  communicates  to  them  the  gift  of  faith, 
a  discovery  of  their  former  state  of  ignorance,  guilt,  and 
danger  surprises,  humbles,  and  alarms  their  spirits,  and 
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leads  them  to  rely  and  trust  alone  in  that  redemption  which 
he  hath  wrought  out,  and  which  the  Gospel  reveals.  Re¬ 
nouncing  all  legal  or  self-righteous  dependance,  they  flee  to 
him  as  their  hope,  take  him  as  their  refuge,  rest  on  him  as 
their  foundation,  and  wish  to  receive  all  from  him,  as  the 
only  source  or  fountain  of  Divine  mercy.  Thus  faith  pro¬ 
duces  a  real  and  vital  union  with  the  Redeemer:  they  be¬ 
come  personally  partakers  of  the  blessings  eternally  de¬ 
signed  for  them,  and  are  thus  brought  into  the  actual  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  power  of  his  salvation.  The  first  blessing 
which  faith  receives,  and  in  which  the  penitent  believer  is 
enabled  to  rejoice,  is  the  complete  pardon  of  all  his  sins 
through  the  blood  of  atonement,  and  the  complete  justifi¬ 
cation  of  his  person,  by  the  righteousness  of  the  Surety. 
Faith  hears  and  receives  the  promise,  “  I  have  blotted  out 
as  a  thick  cloud  thy  transgressions,  and  as  a  cloud  thy 
sins;”  and  feels  the  force  of  the  exhortation,  “Return  there¬ 
fore  unto  me,  for  I  have  redeemed  thee.”  (Isa.  xliv.  22,  23.) 
Then  the  power  of  sin  is  broken;  then  the  heart  is  con¬ 
quered  by  the  love  of  Christ.  The  power  of  almighty 
grace  prevails,  and  sin  and  satan  let  go  their  captive  ;  for 
though  “  the  children  of  Israel  and  the  children  of  Judah 
are  oppressed  together,  and  all  that  take  them  captive 
hold  them  fast  and  refuse  to  let  them  go,  yet  their  Re¬ 
deemer  is  strong  ;  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is  his  name  ;  he  will 
thoroughly  plead  their  cause,  that  he  may  give  rest  to  the 
land,  and  disquiet  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon.”  (Jer.  1. 
33,  34.)  But  shall  his  love  desert  those  whom  his  arm  hath 
plucked  out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemies?  Shall  they  again 
be  subjected  to  their  power,  fall  into  their  snare,  or  sink 
beneath  their  destructive  influence?  No  surely:  this  would 
be  as  derogatory  to  his  wisdom  as  to  his  love  ;  to  his  faith¬ 
fulness  as  to  his  power.  Since  he  has  created,  formed, 
redeemed  and  called  his  people,  he  promises  to  be  with 
them  when  they  pass  through  the  waters  and  the  rivers, 
that  they  may  not  overflow  them ;  and  through  the  fires,  that 
they  may  not  be  burnt.  (Isa.  xliii.  1,2.)  The  certainty  of 
the  order  of  nature,  is  taken  to  represent  the  certainty  of 
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his  covenant  purposes,  and  the  promises  of  his  grace. 
(Jer.  xxxiii.20— 22,  &c.)  The  faithfulness  of  God,  in  never 
more  overwhelming  the  earth  with  the  waters  of  a  flood, 
is  used  to  direct  the  faith  of  the  believer,  even  in  the  midst 
of  darkness  and  withdrawments,  and  as  an  emblem  of  the 
unchangeableness  of  his  everlasting  kindness  and  mercy 
towards  his  people:  “  For  the  mountains  shall  depart,  and 
the  hills  be  removed  ;  but  my  kindness  shall  not  depart  from 
thee,  neither  shall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed, 
saith  the  Lord  that  hath  mercy  on  thee.”  Hence  the 
“afflicted,  tossed  with  tempests  and  not  comforted,  may 
take  consolation  :  her  stones  shall  be  laid  with  fair  colours, 
and  her  foundations  with  sapphires;  and  no  weapon  formed 
against  her  shall  prosper  :  every  accusing  tongue  shall  be 
condemned.  This  is  the  heritage  of  the  servants  of  the 
Lord,  whose  righteousness  is  of  me,  saith  the  Lord.”  See 
Isa.  liv.  5  to  end. 

Happy  people,  whose  bonds  are  loosed,  whose  captivity 
under  sin  and  death  is  broken.  This  is  the  beginning,  and 
therefore  the  earnest  and  the  pledge,  of  an  everlasting  de¬ 
liverance  and  triumph.  Faith  receives  and  applies  the 
truth ;  and  in  proportion  to  its  strength  and  exercise,  be¬ 
holds  and  enjoys  the  blessing,  while  it  rejoices  in  the  pro¬ 
spect  of  its  perfection.  This  is  the  life  of  the  believer,  the 
true  life  of  faith,  to  see  all  in  Christ,  and  by  faith  to  bring 
it  into  use,  for  consolation  and  for  victory. 

Am  I  thus  a  partaker  of  the  power  of  redeeming  grace? 
It  is  not  sufficient  for  the  happiness  of  a  captive  slave  that 
liberty  is  proclaimed  ;  the  captive  must  be  liberated,  or  the 
sound  of  victory  in  his  ears  will  but  render  his  captivity  more 
distressing  to  his  heart :  and  the  tidings  of  Redemption, 
proclaimed  in  the  Gospel,  will  be  but  as  an  empty  sound, 
if  my  heart  is  yet  under  the  slavery  of  sin  and  satan. 
But,  if  that  slavery  be  sweet ;  if  I  perceive  not  its  misery 
and  severity;  how  shall  I  welcome  the  tidings  of  deliver¬ 
ance  ?  A  heart  satisfied  with  sin,  and  delighting  in  the 
pleasures  of  an  ungodly  world,  must  ever  be  unwilling  to 
embrace  the  blessings  of  salvation,  however  precious  and 


SERIES  V. —ESSAY  V. 


76 

important.  Hence  the  world,  insensible  of  their  need, 
hear  unconcerned  of  all  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel ;  nor 
welcome  the  Great  Deliverer,  though  clothed  with  all  the 
blessings  of  his  redeeming  love.  Let  me  then  inquire, 
O  my  soul !  hath  a  conviction  of  my  need,  a  feeling  sense 
of  the  baseness  and  wretchedness  of  my  slavery  to  sin, 
infused  an  earnest  desire  after  the  salvation  of  Jesus? 
Have  I  been  enabled  to  believe  on  him,  and  accept  his 
mercy ;  and  under  his  sanctifying  power  and  grace,  and 
by  the  influence  of  his  promised  Spirit,  have  I  been  really 
redeemed  from  the  bondage  of  my  corruptions,  and  the 
love  of  the  present  evil  world  ?  This  is  the  redemption 
of  Jesus,  which  the  worldly-minded  sinner  is  unable  to 
relish,  but  which  is  the  delight  and  joy  of  his  regenerated 
people.  They  know,  they  triumph,  in  the  actual  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  this  spiritual  deliverance,  and  glory  in  their  Great 
Deliverer,  the  object  of  their  faith,  their  love,  and  ever¬ 
lasting  adoration.  Their  deliverance,  it  is  true,  is  not  yet 
complete ;  but  while  the  love  and  dominion  of  sin  is  broken, 
groaning  under  the  remains  of  it  in  their  hearts,  they  long 
for  the  final  victory. 

And  he  who  hath  perfected  the  work  of  redemption 
upon  the  cross,  stands  engaged  to  complete  the  deliver¬ 
ance  of  his  people,  and  perfect  the  enjoyment  of  it  in  his 
kingdom.  In  this  confidence,  let  my  soul  go  forward, 
through  all  its  enemies,  dangers,  and  contests,  till  eternal 
triumph  crown  the  labour  of  the  fight  of  faith,  to  the 
glory  of  his  grace,  his  faithfulness,  and  power.  Then 
shall  all  his  people  behold  him  in  the  full  glory  of  his 
character;  when  he  brings  all  the  purposes  of  redeeming 
love  into  their  full  accomplishment  in  the  souls  of  all  his 
people,  without  a  possibility  of  failure  throughout  eternity. 
The  character  cannot  be  fulfilled  but  in  this  event,  nor 
unless  he  bring  all  his  redeemed  to  the  eternal  enjoyment. 
But  that  the  meritorious  work  is  finished  by  his  cross ; 
that  the  blessings  are  received  already  into  his  own  hands; 
that  the  infinite  wisdom,  almighty  power,  and  covenant 
faithfulness,  stand  engaged  for  the  execution  of  his  cove- 
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nant  purpose,  must  ultimately  secure  its  sure  accomplish¬ 
ment.  Those  whom  he  has  bought  with  his  blood,  and 
redeemed  by  his  Spirit  from  the  law  of  sin,  shall  ultimately 
be  redeemed  to  glory  ;  then  shall  their  redemption  be 
complete;  then  shall  the  eternal  conquest  be  the  ground 
of  eternal  triumph  ;  then  shall  they  be  eternally  delivered 
from  the  being  as  well  as  from  the  power  of  sin,  without 
the  possibility  of  relapse  or  injury ;  then  shall  the  eternal 
enjoyment  of  God  consummate  the  joy  of  the  redeemed. 
Here  shall  the  fulness  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  com¬ 
plete,  and  the  chain  of  the  Divine  purposes  be  closed  and 
terminate,  through  grace,  in  exalting  the  believer  to  eter¬ 
nal  glory,  when  those  whom  he  foreknew  and  predesti¬ 
nated  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son,  are  actually 
called  and  justified,  and  now  glorified  in  his  presence. 
(Rom.  viii.  2.9,  30.)  Nor  shall  the  dying  body  be  left 
behind:  this  is  equally  the  subject  of  his  redeeming  love 
and  power,  as  the  immortal  never-dying  soul.  The  whole 
man  is  the  subject  of  redemption ;  and  the  whole  man 
shall  be  brought  to  the  enjoyment  of  its  blessings.  “  I 
will  ransom  them,”  said  the  mighty  Redeemer,  “  from  the 
power  of  the  grave.  Oh,  death  !  I  will  be  thy  plague. 
Oh,  grave  !  I  will  be  thy  destruction.”  And  soon  shall 
the  mouldering  dust  be  redeemed  again  from  the  grave; 
and  that  which  is  sown  in  corruption  shall  be  raised  in 
incorruption ;  that  which  is  sown  in  dishonour  shall  be 
raised  in  glory ;  that  which  is  sown  in  weakness  shall 
be  raised  in  power;  that  which  is  sown  a  natural  body 
shall  be  raised  a  spiritual  body.  (1  Cor.  xv.  42—44,  &c.) 
This  corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal 
shall  put  on  immortality  :  this  vile  body  shall  be  made 
like  unto  his  own  glorious  body,  according  to  the  working 
of  his  mighty  power.  Then  shall  death  and  the  cause  of 
death  be  finally  destroyed ;  and  all  terminate  in  that  in¬ 
heritance  which  is  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and  that 
fadeth  not  away.  Look  forward,  O  my  soul,  to  that  time 
of  glorious  exultation  :  “  Then  shall  the  redeemed  of  the 
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Lord  return  and  come  to  Sion  with  songs  and  everlasting 
joy  upon  their  heads  :  they  shall  obtain  joy  and  gladness, 
and  sorrow  and  mourning  shall  flee  away.”  Through  the 
sufferings  of  the  Redeemer’s  cross,  redeemed  from  the 
penalty  of  the  law ;  through  the  righteousness  of  his  life, 
redeemed  from  the  guilt  and  condemnation  of  that  law ; 
through  the  power  of  his  resurrection,  redeemed  from 
death :  because  he  lives  they  shall  live  also.  He  is  the 
cause,  the  source,  the  fulness  of  all  their  blessings ;  and 
his  life  secures  their  life  and  glory,  in  the  presence  of 
God  for  ever.  What  then  can  I  want  that  is  not  trea¬ 
sured  up  in  the  Lord  my  Redeemer?  What  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  prayer  of  faith,  to  confidence  of  hope,  that  is 
not  given  me  in  the  promises  of  his  word  ?  What  glory 
is  due  to  the  riches  and  freeness  of  Sovereign  Grace,  for  a 
redemption  so  complete  in  its  design,  attainment,  and 
application  !  When  Christ,  who  is  their  life,  shall  appear, 
then  shall  his  people  appear  with  him  in  glory  ;  and  when 
redeemed  from  all  guilt  and  evil,  from  the  power  of  every 
enemy,  into  the  mansions  of  eternal  felicity ;  then  all  the 
glory  shall  be  upon  the  Redeemer’s  head  throughout  eter¬ 
nity; — the  glory  of  designing  the  eternal  purpose;  the 
glory  of  engaging  in  the  humiliating  work ;  the  glory  of 
performing  the  arduous  undertaking ;  the  glory  of  apply-* 
ing  it  to  the  heart  of  redeemed  sinners ;  the  glory  of  pre¬ 
serving  them  for  grace,  and  preserving  them  by  grace ; 
and,  the  glory  of  completing  the  everlasting  purpose,  in 
the  everlasting  enjoyment  of  his  kingdom. 

Those  who  experience  the  power  of  his  redeeming  love 
and  grace;  who,  through  all  the  trials  of  life,  and  the 
difficulties  of  the  Christian  conflict,  wait  for  the  hope 
of  his  salvation,  will  cheerfully  ascribe  that  glory  to  him 
now;  though  in  the  attempt  they  feel  ashamed  of  their 
highest  exercises  of  gratitude  and  adoration.  But  when 
surrounding  his  throne  of  glory,  the  whole  multitude  of 
the  redeemed  shall,  with  one  consent,  cast  their  crowns 
at  his  feet,  and  place  all  the  crowns  upon  his  head,  while 
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the  full  chorus  of  the  heavenly  world  shout,  “  Hallelujah/’ 
and  join  in  that  new  song  of  praise  to  the  enthroned  Re¬ 
deemer,  “  Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open 
the  seals  thereof ;  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed 
us  to  God  by  thy  blood.  Blessing  and  honour,  glory  and 
power,  be  unto  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto 
the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.”  (Rev.  v.  9 — 13.) 

Let  saints  on  earth  anticipate  the  eternal  Amen. 


80 


I 


ESSAY  VI. 

3pplr  (or  Citron)  €rre« 
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In  the  passage  where  this  name  occurs,  the  Church  and 
her  Beloved  are  engaged  in  a  holy  contest,  in  the  mutual 
discoveries  of  love  and  delight,  which  shall  express,  in  the 
most  exalted  manner,  the  views  they  entertain  of  each 
other’s  excellencies.  (Song  of  Solomon  i.  12,  to  ii.  3.) 
The  images  are  borrowed  from  nature,  which  are  ever  the 
most  grateful  to  the  mind,  and  were,  no  doubt,  adapted  to 
the  Eastern  taste  for  beauty  and  excellency.  In  the 
view  of  his  believing  people,  the  Beloved  of  the  Church 
is  beautiful  and  majestic,  as  the  Rose  of  Sharon;  sweet 
and  humble,  as  the  Lily  of  the  Valley  :  in  the  view  of 
Jesus,  however  unworthy  in  her  own,  the  Church  is  as 
the  pure  and  fragrant  lily,  though,  in  the  present  state, 
“  as  the  lily  among  thorns.”  The  Church  replies, 
that  her  Beloved  is  to  her  as  much  above  all  others,  as 
some  beautiful,  ornamental,  useful,  and  fruitful  tree  is 
superior  to  the  common  trees  of  the  wood,  which,  how¬ 
ever  stately,  are  oftentimes  majestic  in  barrenness,  and 
ornamental  without  utility.  The  particular  kind  of  tree 
to  which  the  allusion  is  made  is  uncertain.  As  their 
apple-trees  in  that  country  are  very  indifferent,  it  has  been 
observed  that  the  sacred  writer  cannot  allude  to  this.  The 
learned  Parkhurst  concpives  that  the  tree  referred  to  is 
the  citron -tree,  as  this  perfectly  corresponds  with  the 
description  here  given.  Being  a  very  delightful  and 
noble  tree,  extremely  fragrant,  its  fruit  very  refreshing, 
and  of  a  golden  colour.  (See  Parkhurst  on  the  word  n&3 ; 
and  Harmers  Observations.)  The  name  itself  is  evidentlv 
derived,  rnsn,  from  a  root  which  signifies  to  breathe 
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forth,  n&j,  and  is  applied  to  this  species  of  tree,  because 
of  the  remarkable  fragrance  which  they  breathe  all  around. 
If  it  refers  to  the  apple-tree,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the 
force  and  energy  of  the  allusion  does  not  so  much  depend 
upon  the  absolute  quality  of  the  tree,  as  its  comparative 
excellency  and  usefulness  beyond  all  with  which  it  is 
surrounded.  “  The  apple-tree  among  the  trees  of  the 
wood.” 

But,  alluding  to  the  citron-tree,  it  perfectly  suits  the 
design  of  the  speaker,  which  is  to  exalt  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  above  all,  in  his  glory  and  utility.  In  his  own  dignity, 
and  the  benefit  which  his  people  derive  from  him  ;  in  his 
person,  his  work,  and  his  oflice ;  and  in  the  various  bless¬ 
ings  which  are  in  him,  he  rises  beyond  comparison.  “  He 
is  all  my  salvation  and  all  my  desire,”  is  the  language  of 
every  believer.  May  that  language  be  ours,  while  we 
contemplate  him  in  his  superior  beauty,  utility,  fruitful¬ 
ness,  and  fragrance!  Thus  entertaining  the  same  views  of 
his  character  and  excellencies  with  the  church  of  old,  we 
may,  in  the  contemplation,  “  sit  under  his  shadow  with 
great  delight,  while  his  fruit  is  sweet  to  our  taste.” 

(1.)  Let  us  contemplate  that  beauty  in  our  Beloved 
which  is  superior  to  all  beside. — There  is  nothing  more 
beautiful  to  the  eye  than  the  common  apple-tree  in  bloom. 
But  besides  its  present  appearance,  itj  excites  the  expec¬ 
tation,  and  we  anticipate  its  continual  beauty,  when  it 
shall  again  present  itself  to  the  sight  with  beauty  of  another 
kind  ;  with  all  its  abundance  of  varied,  coloured  life,  its 
plenteous  collection  of  fruit  hanging  thick  upon  it,  and 
loading  its  luxuriant  branches.  If  an  allusion  be  here 
made  to  the  citron-tree,  though  not  so  lofty  as  the  cedars 
of  Lebanon,  it  much  resembles  the  apple-tree  in  this 
northern  climate,  in  its  nature,  appearance,  and  uses  ;  and 
may  be  considered  as  a  proper  emblem  of  the  mild  glories 
of  the  Mediatorial  character,  in  which  the  Divine  perfec¬ 
tions  are  attempered  to  the  view  of  sinners,  and  delightful 
to  the  eye  of  faith.  What  those  glories  are  which  dwell 
in,  and  beam  forth  from,  the  immediate  presence  of  tbs 

vol. in.  G 


82 


SERIES  V. — ESSAY  VI. 


Godhead,  we  must  leave  the  angels  of  heaven,  and  the 
spirits  which  are  above,  to  behold  and  contemplate.  We 
know  only  what  Scripture  hath  revealed,  and,  in  this  reflect¬ 
ing  medium,  we  may  well  be  said  “  to  see  through  a  glass 
darkly.”  From  the  earthly  allusion  which  it  necessarily  uses 
to  convey  to  our  minds,  in  their  present  state,  the  ideas 
of  heavenly  things,  we  can  form  but  a  very  inaccurate  con¬ 
ception  of  their  glory,  much  less  of  Him  who  is  the  self-exist¬ 
ing  and  infinite  Fountain  of  them  all.  But  still,  though 
we  cannot  comprehend,  we  can  adore:  we  can  feel  it  to  be 
the  ground  of  our  confidence,  “  that  God  is  become  our 
salvation;”  that  “  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  our  strength  and 
our  song;  ”  that  “  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead”  dwells  in 
the  person  of  Immanuel;  that  infinite  wisdom,  almighty 
power,  eternal  truth,  and  unchangeable  love  are  attributes 
of  the  Saviour.  This  is  the  ground  of  all  his  glory,  and 
the  foundation  of  all  our  faith  and  love  ;  and  the  mystery 
of  godliness  excites  our  admiration,  “  God  manifested  in 
the  flesh.”  Here  the  poor  polluted  sinner  can  come  near 
to  take  a  view  even  of  the  Divine  glories,  of  every  attri¬ 
bute  and  perfection  of  Deity  which  shines  in  Jesus,  pro¬ 
tected  from  their  insufferable  splendour  by  the  medium  of 
everlasting  love  through  which  they  shine.  God,  in  Christ 
Jesus,  reconciles  the  world  unto  himself :  and  the  light  of 
the  glory  of  God,  shining  in  his  person,  is  the  sweet  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  to  the  heart  of  his  people. 
While  this  blessed  Object  of  everlasting  admiration  is  my 
Beloved  and  my  Friend,  all  the  natural  perfections  of  the 
Godhead  become  in  him  the  ground  of  my  hope  and  peace, 
and  all  the  moral  virtues  of  his  character,  and  the  spiritual 
graces  of  his  mind,  are  not  only  my  confidence,  but  my  en¬ 
gaging  example  so  near  he  brings  himself  to  the  view 
and  enjoyment  of  faith!  If  we  view  him,  indeed,  in  human 
nature,  here  his  beauty  did  not  consist  in  outward  form, 
or  dignity  of  station :  this,  however,  w  as  only  a  voluntary 
humiliation  for  a  season,  for  the  purposes  of  salvation ; 
and  now  his  glorified  body  and  exalted  state  is  the  pattern 
of  all  beauty  and  glory,  and  the  exemplar  to  which  all  his 
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people  shall  ultimately  be  conformed ;  “  for  their  vile  body 
shall  be  made  like  unto  his  own  glorious  body,  according 
to  the  working  whereby  he  is  able  even  to  subdue  all  things 
unto  himself.”  The  Apostle,  in  this  respect,  has  given  us 
a  most  striking  description  of  his  appearance  in  robes  of 
priestly  dignity,  directing  from  his  throne  the  government 
of  his  church;  his  countenance  like  the  sun,  his  eyes  as  a 
flaming  fire,  his  hair  as  white  as  snow,  his  feet  like  fine 
brass  burning  in  the  furnace,  before  whom  the  Apostle  fell 
as  dead,  till  his  voice,  and  the  power  of  his  right  hand, 
revived  and  enlightened  his  spirit.  This,  however,  is  but 
a  sensible  image  of  his  invisible  and  spiritual  glories,  be¬ 
fore  which  angels  adore  and  bow.  But  those  beauties,  which 
now  more  especially  strike  the  believer,  and  beauties  which 
are  visible  only  to  the  eye  of  faith,  are,  that  righteousness, 
that  holiness  and  truth,  that  meekness,  gentleness,  compas¬ 
sion  and  love,  which  are  the  spiritual  ornaments  of  the  mind, 
and  all  of  which  meet  in  their  full  assemblage  and  perfec¬ 
tion  in  the  glorified  Redeemer.  Still  faith  beholds  him 
almighty  to  redeem,  and  faithful  to  his  covenant-engage¬ 
ment  ;  still  it  sees  him  in  the  execution  of  his  undertaking, 
and  the  discharge  of  all  his  covenant  offices  ;  still  it  hears 
his  voice  of  compassion,  “  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 
labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest;”  still 
he  is  called  Faithful  and  True,  clothed  with  a  vesture  dipt  in 
blood, — his  name  is  called  the  Word  of  God  ;  still  he  goes 
forth  on  the  behalf  of  his  people,  conquering  and  to  conquer. 
While,  according  to  his  righteous  character  and  promise, 
he  makes  war  upon  all  his  enemies,  still  he  would  not  break 
the  bruised  reed,  nor  quench  the  smoking  flax.  In  his 
person,  offices,  and  characters,  he  is  most  precious,  there¬ 
fore,  to  his  believing  people,  whether  he  shines  forth  in 
the  rays  of  uncreated  glory  or  the  milder  beams  of  grace, 
in  the  infinite  faithfulness  of  his  character  and  in  the 
unchangeable  love  of  his  heart,  he  is  altogether  lovely  to 
the  believing  eye,  the  object  of  admiration  and  delight. 

Let  us  consider  the  emblem,  as  it  represents — 

(2.)  His  superior  utility  to  all  beside. --This,  in  the  emblem 
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itself,  must  consist  either  in  the  refreshment  of  its  shade, 
or  in  the  nourishment  of  its  fruit.  “  I  sat  down  under 
his  shadow  with  great  delight,  and  his  fruit  was  sweet  to 
my  taste.” 

When  the  weary  traveller,  scorched  with  the  burning 
sun,  beholds  before  him  some  shady  grove  of  trees  through 
which  the  road  lies,  he  anticipates  it  with  delight :  when 
he  enters  into  the  covered  paths,  sheltered  from  the  burn¬ 
ing  rays,  he  moves  gently  along  to  enjoy  its  refreshment, 
or  sits  down  to  rest  beneath  the  spreading  branches  that 
surround  him.  The  very  recollection  is  reviving  to  the 
spirit :  so  is  Christ  Jesus  to  the  believing  sold,  in  every 
situation  of  trial  or  distress,  if  viewed  by  faith,  “  a  refuge 
from  the  storm,  a  shadow  from  the  heat ;  ”  or,  as  beauti¬ 
fully  represented  by  the  Prophet,  like  the  refreshment  that 
arises  in  a  dry  place,  when  the  shadow  of  a  large  cloud  in¬ 
tercepts  the  beams  of  the  sun,  and  at  once  cools  the  sur¬ 
rounding  air  and  breathes  refreshment  upon  the  exhausted 
traveller.  (Isa.  xxv.  4,  5.)  These  representations,  though 
more  forcibly  felt  in  those  tropical  climates,  are  not  with¬ 
out  their  effects  here.  The  recollection  of  exposure  to  a 
summer’s  sun  reminds  us  of  the  sweet  refreshment  of  the 
grove,  and  the  beauty  of  some  shady  walk,  which  afforded 
us  the  opportunity  of  exercise  and  meditation,  and  of  be¬ 
holding,  without  inconvenience,  the  surrounding  charms 
of  vegetable  nature.  Such  is  Christ  to  the  believer  ;  such, 
doubtless,  have  you  experienced  him,  O  believer,  from 
the  first  conviction  of  sin,  to  the  last  trial,  affliction,  or 
temptation  with  which  the  providence  of  God  hath  suffered 
you  to  be  exercised.  So  shall  his  all-sufficiency  of  grace 
be  your  refuge  and  consolation  even  to  the  end.  So  is  he 
exhibited  to  the  faith  of  his  people,  that  they  may  come 
and  take  hold  of  his  fulness,  or  fly  to  him  “  as  the  Refuge 
set  before  us  in  the  Gospel.”  When  guilty  fears  alarm 
the  conscience,  how  sweet  is  it  to  be  directed  to  the  covert 
of  the  atoning  blood  that  cleanseth  from  all  sin  ;  to  that 
mercy-seat  and  propitiatory  to  which  the  guilty  sinner  has 
access  through  the  atoning  blood,  and  in  the  prayer  of 
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iaith  !  This  was  beautifully  represented  by  the  wings  of 
the  cherubim  shadowing  the  mercy-seat,  within  the  most 
holy  place,  and  which  gave  rise  to  that  very  frequent  scrip¬ 
tural  expression  of  faith,  and  which  is  so  often  used  by  the 
Psalmist,  “  Under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings  will  I  make 
my  refuge,  till  this  calamity  be  overpast.”  When,  rising- 
out  of  the  sorrows  of  a  deep  conviction  of  guilt,  he  beheld 
and  enjoyed  the  happiness  of  the  man  to  whom  the  Lord 
would  not  impute  iniquity,  and  in  whose  spirit  there  is  no 
guile,  he  describes  his  security  in  the  same  image  :  “  Thou 
art  my  hiding-place  ;  thou  shalt  preserve  me  from  trouble; 
thou  shalt  compass  me  about  with  songs  of  deliverance.” 
To  this  circumstance  there  is  a  most  evident  allusion,  when, 
from  the  depths  of  distress,  his  heart  was  brought  to  rest 
upon  the  Rock  of  Ages,  and  had  found  the  shelter  of  his 
covenant-love.  Now  (says  he)  I  will  abide  in  thy  taber¬ 
nacle  for  ever  ;  I  will  trust  in  the  covert  of  thy  wings,  See. 
(Psal.  lxi.  4.) 

When  the  Law  thunders  its  righteous  sentence,  and 
wrath  pursues  the  guilty  sinner,  how  sweet  to  fly  to  the 
covert  of  his  everlasting  righteousness  !  a  robe,  a  covering, 
which,  while  it  shelters  and  protects,  adorns  and  beautifies 
the  believing  sinner  !  Thus,  changing  his  state  from  a 
condemned  criminal,  to  become  the  righteousness  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus.  When  troubles  and  afflictions  distress 
the  mind,  how  sweet  and  how  refreshing  is  the  faith  of 
his  providential  care  ;  to  behold  all,  not  only  under  the 
direction  of  a  general  providence,  or  even  the  particular 
attention  of  the  God  of  nature,  but  as  directed  by  his  cove¬ 
nant-love,  wisdom,  and  grace.  Here  he  himself  lays  the 
foundation  of  his  people’s  confidence,  and  their  encourage¬ 
ment  to  peaceful  satisfaction  under  all  the  troubles  of  life  : 
“  Ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me.” 

When  temptations  beset,  and  the  rays  of  that  fiery  sun 
scorches  and  overwhelms  the  oppressed  spirit,  in  his  un¬ 
changing  love  and  grace  the  believer  finds  his  security, 
and  in  faith  he  finds  his  consolation.  Like  the  Psalmist, 
he  pours  out  his  lamentation  :  “  The  enemy  hath  perse- 
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cuted  my  sold :  lie  hath  smitten  my  life  down  to  the 
ground :  he  hath  made  me  to  lie  in  darkness,  as  one  that 
hath  been  long  dead  :  therefore  is  my  spirit  overwhelmed 
within  me,  my  heart  within  me  is  desolate.  I  remember 
the  days  of  old  ;  I  meditate  on  all  thy  works  ;  I  muse  on 
the  work  of  thy  hands  ;  I  stretch  forth  my  hands  unto 
thee ;  my  soul  thirsteth  for  thee  as  a  thirsty  land.”  But 
“  fear  not,  says  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer :  for  a  small 
moment  have  I  forsaken  thee,  but  with  great  mercies 
will  I  gather  thee.  In  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from 
thee  for  a  moment ;  but  with  everlasting  kindness  will  1 
have  mercy  on  thee,  saith  the  Lord  tliy  Redeemer.  Oh  ! 
thou  afflicted,  tossed  with  tempests  and  not  comforted, 
behold,  I  will  lay  thy  stones  with  fair  colours,  and  lay  thy 
foundations  with  sapphires.  In  righteousness  shalt  thou 
be  established  ;  thou  shalt  be  far  from  oppression,  for 
thou  shalt  not  fear  ;  and  from  terror,  for  it  shall  not  come 
near  thee.  They  shall  rise  up,  and  gather  together,  but  not 
by  the  Lord  :  they  shall  fall  for  thy  sake  ;  though  suffered 
to  afflict  and  distress,  they  shall  not  destroy:  no  weapon 
that  is  formed  against  thee  shall  prosper ;  in  the  end  thou 
shalt  triumph,  and  condemn  all  thy  enemies  and  accusers. 
This  is  the  heritage  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  and  their 
righteousness  is  of  me,  saith  the  Lord.”  Read  the  whole 
passage,  thou  tempted  and  afflicted  soul,  and  rejoice  in 
the  consolation.  (Isa.  liv.  7 — 17.)  Whatever  enemies  as¬ 
sault  thee,  Almighty  Power  is  thy  defence.  “Walk  about 
Zion;  go  round  about  her;  tell  the  towers  thereof;  mark  ye 
well  her  bulwarks  ;  consider  her  palaces,  that  ye  may  tell 
the  generation  following,  for  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever 
and  ever ;  he  will  be  our  Guide  unto  death.”  (Psal.  xlviii. 
12 — 14.)  In  the  precious  names,  in  the  character,  the 
work,  the  relation,  the  office  of  Jesus,  is  a  sweet  refresh¬ 
ing  shade  to  the  penitent  sinner,  and  the  afflicted  and 
tempted  believer ;  suited  for  his  consolation  in  every  time 
of  need.  Though  faith  is  low  and  weak,  and  therefore 
the  enjoyment  is  interrupted,  the  promise  is  full,  and  the 
Saviour  all-sufficient.  His  shadow  will  afford  us  great 
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delight,  if  we  sit  under  it,  and  by  faith  enjoy  the  shelter 
which  it  affords.  Here  is  the  exercise  of  faith ;  here  is 
the  patience  and  faith  of  the  saints.  To  sit  under  his 
shadow,  which  is  the  resolution  of  the  church,  denotes 
dependance,  confidence,  and  expectation.  Here  let  me 
come  in  dependance  in  every  season  of  trial  and  of  sor¬ 
row,  and  I  may  be  confident  he  will  be  such  to  me.  Am  I 
afflicted,  tempted,  or  distressed  in  conscience  and  in  heart? 

1  may  humbly  expect  that  Jesus  will  cover  me  from  the 
guilt  of  sin,  from  the  fiery  law,  and  from  the  wrath  of  God  : 
that  in  my  Christian  course  and  pilgrimage  he  will  defend 
me  from  the  fury  of  my  enemies,  the  fears  of  temptation, 
and  the  sorrows  of  affliction.  He  says,  Be  it  unto  thee 
according  to  thy  faith  ;  give  me  the  glory  of  thy  depend¬ 
ance,  and  I  will  grant  thee  the  happiness  of  my  protec¬ 
tion  and  grace. — But  to  sit  under  his  shadow  implies,  still 
further,  a  satisfaction  in  the  situation,  a  quiet  composure 
of  mind ;  as  usually  we  there  only  indulge  ourselves  with 
sitting  down  where  we  find  ourselves  at  ease,  and  where 
we  are  conscious  of  security  :  and  where  can  we  have  more 
reason  for  security,  for  secret  satisfaction  ?  Where  can  the 
mind  be  more  safely  at  ease  than  in  the  covenant-love  of 
Jesus,  in  the  arms  of  his  Almighty  Power,  secured  by 
the  promises  of  his  word,  and  realized  by  faith  ?  When 
a  man  sits  down,  he  has  generally  an  intention  of  abiding 
in  that  situation  at  least  for  a  time ;  but  here  would  the 
believer  abide  for  ever.  The  enjoyment  of  his  presence 
in  the  secret  duties  of  the  closet,  irf  the  public  service  of 
his  house,  in  reading  and  meditating  upon  his  word,  or  in 
the  sacraments  of  his  church,  often  calls  forth  from  his 
heart  the  expressions  of  holy  satisfaction  and  ineffable  de¬ 
sire  :  “  It  is  good  to  be  here  :  ”  here  let  me  abide  for  ever. 

“  My  willing  soul  would  stay 
In  such  a  frame  as  this  ; 

And  sit  and  sing  itself  away 
To  everlasting  bliss.” 

But  when  to  the  refreshment  of  its  shade  is  added  the 
nourishment  of  its  fruit,  then  it  affords  complete  delight 
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and  satisfaction  to  tlie  fatigued  and  exhausted  traveller. 
“  His  fruit  was  sweet  to  my  taste.”  The  tree  alluded  to, 
is  not  one  of  those  stately  trees  which,  though  excelling  in 
extraordinary  beauty,  are  barren  and  fruitless.  No  : 
its  outward  appearance,  perhaps,  may  not  be  so  noble: 
it  is  here  excelled  by  the  cedar  of  Lebanon/and  many  trees 
of  the  forest:  it  may  not  grow  so  high,  nor  extepd  its 
branches  so  wide  ;  but  other  trees,  even  the  lofty  cedar  and 
the  stately  oak,  are  of  no  use  till  they  are  cut  down,  or  at 
best  they  may  afford  shelter,  but  not  provision  and  support. 
But  this  tree,  while  it  excels  in  simple  beauties,  while  it  is 
both  ornamental  and  refreshing,  is  more  excellent  than  the 
trees  of  the  wood,  in  the  abundance  of  its  fruit,  and  for 
its  superior  cpiality. 

“  So  (says  the  church)  is  my  beloved  though  once 
humbled  and  lowly  in  his  condescension,  he  is  fairer  than 
the  children  of  men.  If  angels  excel  in  dignity,  he  is  so 
much  better  than  the  angels,  in  that  he  hath  obtained  by  in¬ 
heritance  a  more  excellent  name  than  they.  (Heb.  i.  4.) 
“  In  all  things  he  hath  the  pre-eminence  every  confidence, 
every  delight,  every  pleasure,  and  enjoyment  of  the  world, 
is  but  as  a  barren  tree,  or  loaded  with  apples  of  Sodom, 
beautiful  in  appearance,  and  fatal  in  enjoyment.  All,  all 
things  around,  are  barren  of  true  enjoyment ;  but  Christ,, 
my  Saviour,  he  is  the  tree  of  life. 

(3.)  But  who  can  enumerate  the  abundance  of  fruits  that 
grow  upon  this  delighful  tree  ? — the  blessings  of  redeeming 
love,  the  salutary  benefits  of  the  cross  !  Happy  believer, 
who  now  feeds  upon  them  by  faith !  but  what  shall  be  the 
riper  fruits  of  glory?  Its  fulness  of  blessing  is  represented 
by  twelve  manner  of  fruits,  suited  to  the  twelve  months  of 
the  year,  and  yielding  themselves  afresh  in  each  successive 
month ;  always  fresh,  and  always  full.  (Rev.  xxii.  2.) 
Let  us  for  a  moment  contemplate  a  few  of  those  fruits, 
which  hang  upon  its  lower  branches,  and  drop  their  boughs 
before  the  church  below.  All  the  blessings  of  the  ever- 
Tasting  covenant  are  treasured  up  in  Jesus,  the  effect  of 
his  dying  love;  and  to  be  communicated  by  his  Spirit  to  all 
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his  people.  They  grow  upon  this  tree  of  life,  and  con¬ 
stitute  his  mediatorial  fulness.  They  all  appear,  though 
not  in  their  richest,  ripest  manner,  in  the  garden  of  the 
church  :  they  are  here  intended  for  the  enjoyment  of  be¬ 
lievers  ;  for  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  mediatorial 
excellency,  that  out  of  his  fulness  we  may  receive,  and 
grace  for  grace.  He  is  here  the  branch  of  beauty  and  of 
glory,  and  the  fruit  of  the  earth  is  excellent  and  comely  to 
those  that  are  escaped  of  Israel.  (Is.  iv.  2.) 

The  first  ripe  fruit  that  the  believer  tastes  on  earth,  from 
this  tree  of  life,  is  that  of  pardoning  mercy  ;  and  above  it 
grows  the  still  more  luscious  fruit  of  justifying  grace.  The 
believer  tastes  it  in  those  exceeding  great  and  precious 
declarations  ;  “  We  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  even 
the  forgiveness  of  our  sins  ;” — “In  him  all  that  believe  are 
justified  from  all  things.”  (Acts  xiii.  and  Eph.  ii.  13 — 18.) 
Beyond  it  he  extends  the  hand  of  faith  to  that  most  satis¬ 
fying  fruit  of  peace  with  God,  which  brings  into  the  con¬ 
science  and  into  the  heart,  when  eaten  by  faith,  a  peace 
which  the  world  cannot  give  nor  take  away.  “  Peace  I 
leave  with  you  (said  the  Saviour) :  my  peace  1  give  unto 
you  ;  not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.”  “  Being 
justified  by  faith  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ Beyond  this  the  eye  of  faith  beholds 
the  more  heavenly  fruit  of  adopting  love :  he  reads,  “Ye 
are  fellow- citizens  of  the  saints,  and  of  the  household  of 
God :  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they  are 
the  sons  of  God.  Ye  have  received  not  the  spirit  of 
bondage  again  to  fear,  but  the  spirit  of  adoption,  whereby 
ye  cry,  Abba,  Father.”  Still  let  the  hand  of  faith  extend 
itself,  and  gather  the  assurance  of  a  heavenly  Father’s  love, 
delight,  and  care:  “  For  ye  have  access  into  his  grace, 
and  stand  therein.”  The  fruits  of  sanctifying  grace,  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  sweet  influence  of  the  Spirit ;  the  comfort  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  the  present  earnests,  and  the  animating 
hope,  of  eternal  glory,  richly  cluster  upon  the  overshadow¬ 
ing  branches  of  this  refreshing  tree.  Behold  them  all 
summed  up  together  in  the  delightful  description  of  the 
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Apostle  ;  “  What  shall  we  say  to  these  things  ?  If  God  be 
for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?  He  that  spared  not  his  own 
Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with 
him  also  freely  give  us  all  things?  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to 
the  charge  of  God’s  elect?  It  is  God  that  justifieth :  who  is 
he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Christ  that  died;  yea,  rather  that 
is  risen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who 
also  maketh  intercession  for  us.  Who  shall  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  Christ?  Shall  tribulation,  or  distress,  or 
persecution,  or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword?  I 
am  persuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor 
principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to 
come,  nor  height  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be 
able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord.”  In  a  word,  “all  things  are  yours.”  (1  Cor. 
iii.  21—23.  See  Rom.  viii.28— 39.) When  the  believer  enter¬ 
tains  by  faith  a  proper  view  of  the  person,  work,  and  office 
of  Christ ;  when  he  sees  all  this  fulness  in  him ;  when  he 
views  the  promises  which  hold  them  forth  for  his  accept¬ 
ance,  with  a  spiritual  taste,  suited  to  the  nature  of  these 
blessings,  they  become  sweet  to  the  spiritual  appetite.  He 
tastes  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  and  has  a  similar  enjoy¬ 
ment  in  his  spirit  to  that  which  delights  the  man,  who,  with 
a  craving  appetite,  feeds  on  the  most  delicious  fruits.  With 
us  the  apple  is  a  staple  fruit ;  the  most  useful  and  the  most 
endearing :  and  the  allusion  is  evidently  made  to  a  fruit  of  a 
similar  kind,  if  it  be  not  the  same,  amongst  them.  And 
the  manner  in  which  the  comparison  is  made,  is  suited  to 
direct  us  to  its  superior  excellency  :  “The  apple-tree  among 
the  trees  of  the  wood.”  But  Jesus,  in  his  fulness,  is  the 
standing  supply  (if  we  may  so  speak)  of  the  believer  ;  the 
only,  the  all-sufficient,  the  everlasting  source  of  blessings 
infinitely  beyond  all  things  else  in  preciousness,  excellency, 
and  duration.  In  this  view,  the  Apostle  accounted  all 
things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of 
Christ  J esus  his  Lord  ;  and  we  are  taught  to  esteem  him 
as  the  pearl  of  great  price,  the  treasure  hid  in  a  field,  for 
which  if  wre  sacrifice  all  beside,  we  shall  be  in  the  end  in- 
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iinitely  gainers.  If  then,  as  all  things  are  best  known  by 
comparison,  we  compare  the  best  froit  of  this  world,  in  all 
that  man  calls  good  or  great,  with  the  blessings  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer’s  grace  ;  we  shall  find  that  Jesus  has  and  is  all  that 
men  esteem, and  infinitely  more.  What  are  those  riches  which 
make  to  themselves  wings  and  flee  away,  in  comparison  of 
the  riches  of  grace,  and  the  riches  of  the  Divine  favour? 
What  are  all  the  beauties  that  nature  presents  to  the  eye, 
which  soon  fade  away,  and  fall  into  corruption,  in  compa¬ 
rison  with  the  beauty  of  infinite  perfection  and  everlasting 
glory  ?  What  are  all  the  honours  of  courts  to  the  honour 
which  cometh  from  God,  the  honour  of  his  children?  How 
do  all  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  the  lusts  of  the  eye,  and  the 
pride  of  life,  fade  away  before  the  joy  of  Divine  favour ; 
the  manifestation  of  Divine  love;  the  consciousness  of 
pardoned  sin;  the  confidence  of  acceptance;  the  holy 
pleasure  of  communion  with  God,  of  growing  up  into 
his  likeness,  and  beholding  his  glory ;  of  trusting  in  his 
care,  and  committing  all  things  to  his  covenant  wisdom, 
his  Almighty  power,  and  his  everlasting  love  ! 

Earthly  possessions,  that  exalt  the  owner  beyond  his  fel¬ 
low-mortals  for  a  time,  are  soon  separated  from  their  pos¬ 
sessor  by  the  grasp  of  death,  and  committed  into  the  hands 
of  others,  as  soon  to  be  deprived  of  their  enjoyment.  But 
the  inheritance  that  never  fades  shall  never  be  taken  away; 
the  mansions  prepared  in  glory  by  the  hand  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer  for  his  people,  are  unfading  and  everlasting.  All 
the  hopes  which  worldly  men  entertain,  are  hopes  that  must 
ultimately  make  them  ashamed  by  their  failure  :  but  here 
is  the  anchor  of  the  soul,  sure  and  stedfast  within  the 
veil ;  the  hope  that  never  maketh  ashamed,  because  well- 
grounded  on  the  power  and  love  of  Jesus:  it  is  full  of 
immortality .  Oh  !  let  his  fruits  be  sweet  unto  my  taste  ; 
let  me  feed  upon  them  in  the  exercise  of  an  appropriating 
faith  !  When  I  rejoice  in  covenant  blessings,  it  is  this 
that  makes  him  so  precious,  that  they  are  treasured  up  in 
him  for  me ;  that  all  is  mine ;  that  they  are  given  to  me 
in  the  promise,  applied  to  my  heart  by  the  Spirit,  the 
earnest  of  their  eternal  enjoyment.  Then  I  see  by  a  spi- 
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ritual  understanding1,  and  taste  by  a  spiritual  appetite,  that  t 
the  Lord  is  gracious.  (Psalm  xxxiv.  8.)  Let  me  aim  more 
after  this,  and  pray  more  for  it,  if  1  wish  to  know  what 
Jesus  is  :  an  increasing  faith  will  bring  us  nearer  to  him, 
place  us  beneath  his  shadow,  teach  us  how  to  gather  the 
fruits  of  his  covenant  love,  to  feed  upon  them  daily  ;  and 
this  will  more  endear  him  to  our  souls  ;  and  an  increasing 
enjoyment  will  only  increase  the  spiritual  appetite  for 
larger  communication,  till  the  soul  is  perfectly  satisfied 
beneath  his  shade  in  the  paradise  of  God. 

(4.)  So  far  the  allusion  to  the  common  apple-tree  would 
lead  us  to  a  view  of  the  fulness  and  excellency  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  But  there  is  a  property  of  this  tree  men¬ 
tioned  in  Sol.  Song,  vii.  8,  which  can  only  apply  to  the 
citron  tree,  which  is,  the  fragrance  of  its  smell. — The  great 
delight  which  the  love  of  Jesus  affords  to  his  people,  is  thus 
spoken  of:  “  His  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth,”  be¬ 
cause  of  the  savour  of  thy  good  ointment.  Those  who 
know  the  sweet  revivings  of  his  grace,  who,  from  the 
bitter  sorrows  of  a  guilty  conscience,  have  been  brought 
iuto  the  peace  and  joy  of  his  salvation,  who  have  found 
the  consolation  of  his  presence  and  Spirit,  will  well  com¬ 
prehend  the  design  of  the  sacred  writer.  His  name  is 
music  to  their  ears  ;  his  name  revives  their  heart.  In  his 
characters,  promises,  and  precepts,  he  is  altogether  lovely ; 
nor  can  the  sweetest  perfume  be  so  grateful  to  the  animal 
sense  as  the  name  of  Jesus  to  a  pardoned,  justified,  and 
sanctified  believer.  But  upon  this  we  shall  not  enlarge, 
as  the  idea  has  frequently  occurred  under  other  characters 
and  names,  to  which  it  may  be  sufficient  at  present  to 
refer*'. 

Now  let  us  behold  the  full  beauty  and  force  of  this  allu¬ 
sion.  Behold  the  traveller  treading  his  weary  way,  amidst 
the  scorching  beams  of  a  tropical  sun  :  exhausted  and  faint¬ 
ing  with  fatigue,  he  comes  to  some  wide-spreading  tree, 
or  some  beautiful  citron-grove  :  he  enters,  and  finds  be¬ 
neath  its  branches  a  delightful  shelter,  a  cooling  and  re- 

*  See  “  Ointment,”  &c. 
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freshing  shade.  But  this  is  not  all ;  its  fruit  hangs  down 
and  solicits,  as  it  were,  his  acceptance.  Here  he  may  sit 
or  lie  at  ease,  and  gather  of  its  abundance  till  his  soul  is 
satisfied,  and  his  spirits  refreshed  with  its  delicious  provi¬ 
sions.  But  while  its  shade  protects,  and  its  fruits  cool, 
refresh,  and  nourish  the  fainting  frame,  the  delightful  fra¬ 
grance  it  breathes  all  around  him  exhilarates  his  spirits, 
and  gives  new  life  and  vigour.  Thus,  covered  with  its 
shade,  nourished  with  its  fruit,  and  refreshed  with  its 
fragrance,  he  presses  forward  in  the  delightful  path,  and 
pursues  his  journey  to  the  end.  What  a  luxuriant  idea  ! 
affording,  however,  but  a  faint  emblem  of  a  wearied  soul 
flying  to  Jesus  from  the  scorching  heat  of  conviction,  guilt, 
trial,  or  temptation,  and  finding  beneath  his  shade  its  se¬ 
cure  protection,  its  delightful  refreshment,  and  its  peace. 

Let  then  this  view  of  his  excellency  reprove  the  low 
thoughts  we  are  in  the  habit  of  entertaining  concerning 
him.  O  sinner !  while  in  the  judgment  of  thy  mind  there 
is  no  beauty  why  he  should  be  desired,  he  is  glorious  in  the 
sight  of  God  and  of  angels,  and  precious  to  all  them  that 
believe ;  that  only  Object  upon  which  all  the  church  in 
heaven  and  on  earth  unite  to  look  with  admiration  and 
delight.  How  contrary  is  it  to  the  spirit  of  his  word,  the 
nature  of  his  Gospel,  the  true  temper  of  his  church  and 
people,  to  prefer  any  thing  to  him  !  The  whole  word  of 
revelation  is  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  the  testimony  of  his 
glories  :  “  He  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wisdom,  righteous¬ 
ness,  sanctification,  and  redemption,  that  he  that  glorieth 
may  glory  in  the  Lord and  his  Church  will  say,  and  every 
individual  believer  will  join  in  the  language,  “  Whom  have 
I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I 
desire  beside  thee  !  ” — “  To  whom  then  shall  we  go  but  unto 
thee  ?  Thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  life.” 

The  world,  with  all  its  glory,  in  comparison  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer  and  his  blessings,  is  but  as  a  barren  tree  of  the 
wood,  however  stately  its  appearance,  destitute  of  the 
fruit  of  peace,  of  joy,  or  of  salvation.  Believer,  let  it 
chide  thy  folly,  if,  after  professing  to  know  and  taste  of 
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the  love  of  thy  Redeemer,  thou  art  again  looking  back 
with  anxious  desire  to  the  follies  and  vanities  of  this  lower 
world ;  if  thy  heart  is  yet  hankering  after  this  perishable 
enjoyment.  It  may  well  become  a  matter  of  doubt,  whe¬ 
ther  we  are  partakers  of  the  grace  of  God  in  truth,  if  after 
having  professed  to  behold  and  enjoy  it,  we  again  return 
to  seek  our  happiness  in  those  broken  cisterns  that  can 
hold  no  water.  Well  may  it  be  asked,  “  What  fruit  had 
ye  then  in  those  things  whereof  ye  are  now  ashamed  ?  for 
the  end  of  those  things  is  death.” 

This  is  emphatically  true  with  regard  to  all  the  ways 
and  all  the  pleasures  of  sin:  but  Jesus  is  the  tree  of  life; 
and  in  what  the  world  and  its  enjoyments  are  most  excel¬ 
lent,  he  is  above  them. 

O  sinner !  fly  beneath  his  shadow,  and  feed  on  the 
fruits  of  pardoning  mercy  and  justifying  grace.  O 
believer !  sit  there  in  tranquillity  and  security,  and  enjoy 
the  fruit  of  covenant  love,  of  adoption  and  grace,  and  an¬ 
ticipate  the  hopes  of  glory.  Here,  in  the  ordinances  of 
his  grace,  they  drop  down  from  the  loaded  branches  of 
that  living  tree ;  they  wait  for  thy  gathering  and  enjoy¬ 
ment.  Blessed  Jesus!  there  may  we  love,  admire,  and 
enjoy  more  of  thee  and  of  thy  blessings  !  May  we  sit  under 
thy  shadow  with  great  delight,  in  all  thine  ordinances  be¬ 
low,  while  thy  fruit  is  sweet  to  our  taste,  till,  beneath  thy 
shade  above,  we  are  fully  satisfied  with  “  that  goodness 
which  thou  hast  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  thee,  and 
wrought  out  for  them  that  trust  in  thee,  before  the  sons  of 
men !  ” 
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This  name  and  title  of  the  Redeemer  is  taken  out  of 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  parables  which  was  ever  spoken 
by  Him  upon  whose  lips  grace  was  poured  out,  and  who 
spoke  as  never  man  spake.  It  was  designed,  and  is  most 
beautifully  calculated,  to  calm  the  disquietude  of  the  con¬ 
victed  conscience  ;  to  encourage  the  return  of  a  penitent 
sinner;  to  comfort  the  disconsolate  backslider,  and  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  rich  provision  for  the  faith  of  the  believer.  But  in 
every  manifestation  of  Divine  love,  in  all  the  tidings  and 
declarations  of  mercy,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  must  have 
his  share :  all  the  promises  of  God  are  in  him  ;  and  his 
name,  his  work,  his  character,  and  offices  must  appear  in 
some  way  or  other  connected  with  the  displays  of  grace  ; 
and  our  design  leads  us  to  consider  alone  the  view  that  is 
given  in  it  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Frequently  he  is 
called  the  food  of  his  people ;  he  is  the  bread  of  life,  the 
fulness  of  living  waters.  Sometimes  he  is  represented  by 
the  flowers,  and  at  other  times  by  the  fruits,  of  the  earth. 
These  are  in  accommodation  to  the  weakness  of  our  na¬ 
ture.  Thus  also  we  must  apprehend  the  subject,  when,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  returning  prodigal,  he  is  denominated 
the  fatted  calf.  The  leading  idea  is  the  same  in  each  of 
these  representations,  but  the  different  allusions  may  each 
of  them  more  clearly  elucidate  some  different  part  of  the 
same  subject,  and  all  combine  to  discover  his  perfect  cha¬ 
racter  and  glories.  Here  he  is  represented,  as  in  other 
emblems,  as  the  food  of  his  people  ;  yet  not  as  common 
food,  but  graciously  set  apart,  wonderfully  prepared  and 
abundantly  bestowed  for  their  benefit.  O  Holy  Ghost ! 
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bring  us  to  the  temper  of  the  returning  prodigal,  that  with 
an  hungry  appetite  we  may  eat  in  faith  of  the  rich  provi¬ 
sion  of  the  Gospel,  and  be  satisfied  and  joyful  in  the  ful¬ 
ness  of  Divine  love.  Prepare  your  faith,  O  believer  !  to 
view  this  character,  where  faith  finds  need  of  all  its  power 
to  give  credit  to  the  riches  of  Divine  grace,  and  to  feed 
on  the  abundant  supply,  provided  by  infinite  and  everlast¬ 
ing  mercy. 

When  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  called  the  Fatted  Calf, 
it  marks  out,  that  whatever  he  is  to  his  people,  there  is 
their  provision,  &c.  He  is  in  all  these  set  apart,  designed, 
and  prepared  by  God  the  Father  for  this  purpose. 

The  animal,  set  apart  for  the.  sacrifice,  was  to  be  taken 
up  and  prepared  according  to  the  rule  of  Divine  ap¬ 
pointment.  The  stall-fed  animal  was  always  intended  for 
a  particular  purpose  of  festivity  ;  and  great  attention  was 
paid  to  it,  that  it  might  be  prepared  and  rendered  suit¬ 
able  to  the  design.  This  appears  in  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  parable.  The  animal  alluded  to  was  one  re¬ 
served  for  such  an  occasion  :  “  Thy  father  hath  killed  the 
fatted  calf,”  (Luke  xv.  27),  that  very  one  that  he  had  been 
preparing  for  some  joyful  occasion  in  the  family.  As  such 
it  more  suitably  represents  the  Lord  our  Saviour.  The 
resemblance,  indeed,  is  feeble,  as  must  ever  be  the  case 
when  earthly  things  are  taken  to  represent  his  heavenly 
glories ;  but  it  is  true  and  interesting  to  all  his  people. 

Whatever  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  becomes  to  his  people, 
he  is  that  to  them  only  as  set  apart  and  constituted  in  the 
eternal  councils  of  redeeming  love.  “According  to  his  own 
purpose  and  grace  which  he  purposed  in  Christ  Jesus.” 
(See  Eph.  i.  6,  &c.)  He  himself  expressly  tells  us,  under 
the  character  of  Wisdom,  that  “  He  was  set  up  from  ever¬ 
lasting,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was  ;  ”  and 
surely  it  gives  us  the  most  exalted  ideas  of  the  wisdom  of 
God  ;  and  of  his  love  toward  his  people,  that  then  the  plan 
was  laid,  the  purpose  designed,  the  Head  of  the  church 
set  up,  the  Mediator  appointed,  the  Propitiation  provided, 
and  the  great  Sacrifice  prepared  for  the  redemption  of 
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mail.  Then,  also,  we  behold  the  rising  of  his  love,  when, 
in  conformity  to  the  counsels  of  the  eternal  Three  in 
Jehovah,  he  said,  “  Lo,  I  come,  to  do  thy  will,  O  God.” 
Herein  he  hath  abounded  towards  us  in  all  wisdom  and 
prudence ;  and  the  message  of  the  Gospel  is  but  a  revela¬ 
tion  of  the  mystery  of  his  will  according  to  his  good  plea¬ 
sure,  which  he  purposed  in  himself,  &c.  (Eph.  i.  8,  9.) 
But  we  know  very  little  of  eternity  :  our  finite  minds  are 
lost  in  the  contemplation  ;  but  while  we  feel  it  to  be  so  far 
above  our  comprehension,  every  subject  connected  with 
it  must  arise  in  dignity  and  glory  incomprehensible  also. 
And  hence  it  gives  us  a  noble  idea  of  God’s  salvation,  that, 
originating  in  eternity,  it  shall  extend  throughout  eternity, 
and  being  from  everlasting  in  the  counsel  of  Jehovah,  it 
shall  be  to  everlasting  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  church. 
But,  set  apart  from  eternity,  the  Son  of  God  must  be  pre¬ 
pared,  in  human  nature,  for  the  performance  of  the  work. 
The  Sanctifier  and  the  sanctified,  the  Saviour  and  the 
sinner,  must  be  both  of  the  same  nature.  The  Redeemer 
must  be  the  Kinsman  of  his  church.  Thus,  alone,  he  could 
be  capable  of  the  work  he  undertook  ;  and  without  this 
there  could  be  no  salvation  for  our  fallen  nature.  This 
■was  the  Father’s  engagement,  and  the  Spirit’s  work  :  “  A 
body  hast  thou  prepared  me .”  To  this  he  himself  con¬ 
descended,  when,  forasmuch  as  the  children  were  par¬ 
takers  of  flesh  and  blood,  he  also  himself,  in  like  manner, 
took  part  of  the  same,  when  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature 
of  angels,  but  the  seed  of  Abraham,  and  was,  in  all  things, 
made  like  unto  his  brethren.  (Heb.  ii.  14 — 17.)  He  is, 
therefore,  represented  as  sent  of  the  Father  in  fulness  of 
time,  “  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  redeem 
them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the 
adoption  of  sons”  (Gal.  iv.  4,  5); — as  being  “  made 
flesh,”  and  thus  fitted  by  the  Father  for  those  sufferings 
which  he  endured,  and  by  which  he  was  perfected  as  the 
Captain  of  our  salvation.  (Heb.  ii.  10.)  While  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  also  represented  as  the  great  Agent  in  his  mira¬ 
culous  and  holy  conception,  by  whom  that  body  wras  pro- 


98  SERIES  V. — ESSAY,  VII. 

duced  which  was  “  without  sin,  to  make  us  clean  from  all 
sin.”  And  how  astonishing  is  his  own  unbounded  love, 
who,  being  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thinking  it  not  rob¬ 
bery  to  be  equal  with  God,  humbled  himself,  and  became 
of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  himself  the  form  of  a  ser¬ 
vant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men  !  (Phil.  ii.  6,  7.) 
Surely  this  must  ever  be  esteemed  the  great  mystery  of 
godliness.  But,  in  this  nature,  he  is  further  prepared, 
according  to  the  counsels  of  the  eternal  Three,  and  the 
wonderful  designs  of  redemption, — 

By  the  fulness  of  the  Spirit  poured  out  upon  his  per¬ 
son  without  measure.  This  alone  could  prepare  his  human 
nature  for  the  extraordinary  undertaking  for  which  he  stood 
engaged  ;  and  upon  this,  secured  by  the  promise  of  Jeho¬ 
vah  in  the  language  of  prophecy,  is  rested  the  assurance 
of  his  completing  it.  Thus  he  was  formed  from  the  womb 
to  be  the  servant  of  Jehovah,  to  bring  Jacob  again  to  him  ; 
to  be  the  light  of  the  Gentiles,  and  his  salvation  to  the  end 
of  the  earth.  Thus  he  was  helped  and  preserved  when  he 
was  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  &c.  (Bead  Isa.  xlix. 
5 — 8.)  When  arisen  as  a  rod  of  the  stem  of  Jesse,  and  a 
branch  out  of  his  root,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  rested  upon 
him,  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and  understanding,  the  Spirit  of 
counsel  and  might,  the  Spirit  of  knowledge  and  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  &c.  (Isa.  xi.  1 — 5.)  In  his  lowly  state  of  con¬ 
descension,  into  the  nature  of  his  brethren,  he  was  in  this 
manner  fully  prepared  for  his  work  and  office  ;  and  he  ap¬ 
plies  to  himself  a  similar  promise  when  entering  upon  his 
office  in  the  synagogue  of  Nazareth,  to  confirm  his  claim 
to  the  attention  of  the  people,  and  their  confidence  in  his 
Divine  instruction,  asserting,  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
God  was  upon  him,  and  anointed  him  to  preach  good 
tidings  to  the  meek  ;  that  the  Lord  Jehovah  had  thus  sent 
him  to  bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to 
the  captive,  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  were 
bound,  and  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord.” 
(Isa.  lxi.  1 — 3.)  Our  help,  then,  in  every  view  of  the 
subject,  was  laid  upon  the  mighty;  One  mighty  in  himself. 
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mighty  by  the  union  of  the  Almighty  Spirit  with  the  sacred 
person  of  Immanuel,  himself  God  with  us.  Behold  the 
glorious  Saviour,  here  prepared  for  my  confidence  and 
adoration  of  faith !  What  fulness  of  blessings  may  I  not 
expect  from  him,  furnished  with  infinite  and  everlasting 
sufficiency  of  wisdom,  grace,  and  power ;  to  accomplish  all 
his  designs  of  love,  and  complete  the  redemption  and  final 
salvation  of  his  people !  Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  un¬ 
speakable  gift.  But  thus  constituted  and  appointed,  and 
thus  prepared,  he  becomes,  by  a  voluntary  humiliation,  the 
offering  and  sacrifice  for  the  life  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  the  constituted  order  of  God  in  nature,  that  the  life 
of  man  should  be  preserved  by  the  death  of  the  animal 
creation,  which  must  be  slain  in  order  to  become  proper 
for  his  food,  and  by  the  flesh  of  which  his  life  is  sustained. 
This  perhaps  was  designed  as  a  standing  emblem  of  spiritual 
life,  derived  from,  and  supported  by,  a  dying  Saviour.  Cer¬ 
tainly  it  was  so  with  respect  to  the  legal  sacrifices,  which 
were  all  of  them  types  of  the  greater  sacrifice  of  the  cross. 
But  here  we  have  a  type  in  nature,  a  general  type,  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  minds  of  men  for  the  admission  of  so  mysterious 
and  solemn  a  truth.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  like  the  fatted 
calf,  must  be  slain  to  become  the  food  of  life  to  his  people, 
and  that  they  might  obtain  the  abundant  blessings  of  salva¬ 
tion  from  him.  He  died  therefore  that  we  might  live,  and, 
by  all  the  sorrows  and  sufferings  of  his  cross,  was  wonder¬ 
fully  prepared  to  be  the  origin  of  life,  and  of  all  blessings  to 
his  people.  And  to  this  he  doubtlesss  alludes,  when  he 
says  in  his  most  solemn  manner  of  address,  “  Verily,  Ve¬ 
rily  I  say  unto  you,  Except  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of 
Man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you.  Whoso 
eateth  my  flesh  and  drinketh  my  blood  hath  eternal  life,  and 
I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day  ;  for  my  flesh  is  meat 
indeed,  and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed.”  And  as  the  food  re¬ 
ceived  and  digested  incorporates  into  the  very  system,  and 
becomes  part  of  the  living  man ;  “so  (says  the  Saviour)  he 
that  eateth  my  flesh  and  drinketh  my  blood,  dwelleth  in  me, 
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and  I  in  him and  therefore  “  he  shall  live  by  me  ;  he 
shall  live  for  ever.”  (See  John  vi.  53 — 58.) 

Under  the  law,  the  appointed  sacrifice  was  either  a  lamb 
to  denote  purity,  a  bull  to  denote  patience  of  suffering,  or 
a  calf,  an  heifer  of  a  full  year,  to  denote  all-sufficiency  of 
strength  and  vigour.  When  the  sins  of  the  guilty  offerer 
were  confessed  over  the  head  of  the  guiltless  victim,  it  was 
slain,  and  the  appointed  parts  of  it  were  burnt  upon  the  altar, 
with  the  lire  that  was  at  first  divinely  kindled,  to  intimate 
the  fiery  sufferings  of  the  Redeemer  under  the  Divine  dis¬ 
pleasure  for  sin ;  and  the  rest  afforded  a  rich  and  abundant 
provision  upon  which  the  offerer  feasted,  in  confidence  of 
the  Divine  acceptance  and  mercy.  But  behold  the  eternal 
appointed  sacrifice  stands  forth,  the  offering  and  the  sacri¬ 
fice  to  God,  for  a  sweet  smelling  savour  :  he  fulfils  all  the 
shadows,  realizes  the  typical  intention,  and  in  purity,  pa¬ 
tient  suffering,  and  all-sufficiency  of  might,  becomes  the 
perfect  sacrifice  for  sin.  Upon  the  fruit  of  his  dying  love 
the  church  of  his  redeemed  feast,  and  feast  for  ever. 
Having  completed  all  that  was  necessary,  in  the  work  of 
satisfaction,  propitiation,  and  redemption,  all  our  supplies 
are  in  him,  and  are  to  be  sought  from  him  alone.  In  him 
all  fulness  dwells,  of  mediatorial  excellency  and  blessings; 
and  out  of  his  fulness  we  receive,  and  grace  for  grace, 
when  faith  spiritually  eats  his  flesh,  which  is  meat  indeed, 
and  spiritually  drinks  his  blood,  which  is  drink  indeed. 
The  believer,  quickened  originally  by  his  Spirit,  derives 
supplies  for  the  maintainingof  that  spiritual  life,  by  the  con¬ 
tinued  acts  of  faith  upon  the  dying  Saviour,  and  the  fulness 
of  grace  treasured  up  in  him  :  he  lives  by  him,  and  upon 
him  ;  and,  because  he  lives,  shall  live  for  ever. 

Bring  forth  the  fatted  calf,  says  the  eternal  Father,  and 
kill  it ;  or,  in  prophetic  language,  more  expressive  and 
significant,  “  Awake,  O  sword,  against  my  Shepherd, 
against  the  man  that  is  my  fellow,  saith  the  Lord  Almighty.” 
The  prophet  Isaiah  well  informs  us  of  the  reasons  of  this 
wonderful  command  ;  and  that  when  he  was  smitten  of  God 
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and  afflicted,  he  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions  ;  he 
was  bruised  for  our  iniquities;  the  chastisement  of  our 
peace  was  upon  him,  that  with  his  stripes  we  might  be 
healed  :  that  it  pleased  the  Father  to  bruise  him  and 
put  him  to  grief,  that  he  might  make  his  soul  an  offering  for 
sin.  (Is.  liii.  4— 10.)  This  description  involuntarily  leads 
our  thoughts  to  the  mournful,  gloomy  garden  of  Gethse- 
mane,  and  the  bitter  cries  and  piercing  agony  of  the  cross  ; 
where  this  innocent  and  patient  Victim  began  and  consum¬ 
mated  his  bitter  suffering,  even  unto  death.  This  wonder¬ 
ful  transaction  must  be  contemplated,  as  the  only  means 
of  his  becoming  the  Author  of  life  and  salvation,  the  food 
of  my  immortal  soul.  O  wonderful  love,  displayed  to  such 
sinners,  such  prodigal  runagates  from  their  Father’s  family  ! 
that  the  eternal  Father  should  delight  to  bruise  his  only  be¬ 
gotten  Son,  his  only  beloved  Son  ;  that  he  himself  should  so 
love  the  church  as  to  give  himself,  by  such  humiliation,  for 
it!  Well  might  his  sorrows  be  called  “  the  sufferings  of 
death”  Was  ever  death  like  his,  that  required  almighty 
power  to  support  his  human-nature  under  it,  and  carry  him 
triumphantly  through  ?  He  was  slain  indeed,  with  every 
aggravation  in  slaying ;  betrayed  by  one  disciple,  and  de¬ 
serted  in  his  utmost  need  by  them  all.  When  he  took  the 
bitter  cup  of  Divine  indignation  in  his  hand,  he  found  no 
alteration,  no  mitigation,  no  compassion.  The  Father  spared 
not  his  own  Son,  that  he  might  spare  the  sinner.  He  could 
not  deliver  himself,  because  he  would  deliver  his  people ; 
and  in  his  agony,  “  his  sweat  was  as  it  were  great  drops  of 
blood  falling  to  the  ground.”  Mocked,  spit  upon,  scourged, 
and  pierced  with  the  thorny  crown  ;  consigned  to  the  in¬ 
sults  of  the  barbarous  soldiers  and  insulting  mob;  he  is  com¬ 
pelled  to  bear  his  cross,  till,  fixed  upon  it  by  the  tenderest 
parts  of  the  bodily  frame,  he  hangs  suspended,  the  miserable 
spectacle  of  angels  and  of  men,  deserted  of  his  God, 
and  crying  out,  “  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken 
me?”  Well  might  he  call  the  attention  of  heaven  and 
earth ;  well  might  he  solicit  the  notice  of  the  inattentive 
passenger,  in  the  language  of  the  Prophet/' Is  it  nothing  to 
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you?  All  ye  that  pass  by,  behold  and  see,  if  there  be  any 
sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow,  which  is  done  unto  me,  where¬ 
with  the  Lord  hath  afflicted  me  in  the  day  of  his  fierce 
anger.  From  above  he  hath  sent  fire  into  my  bones,  and 
it  hath  prevailed  against  them  :  he  hath  spread  a  net  for 
my  feet;  he  hath  turned  me  back  ;  he  hath  made  me  deso¬ 
late  and  faint  all  the  day.”  Read,  in  this  view,  Lam.  i. 
12—14.  The  Psalmist  has  most  minutely  described,  in 
prophetic  language,  the  scene  of  his  suffering,  and  recorded 
the  secret  lamentation  of  his  heart,  when  in  that  bitter  scene 
of  sorrow:  “  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man  ;  a  reproach  of  men, 
and  despised  of  thepeople.  All  they  that  see  me,  laugh  me  to 
scorn  :  they  shoot  out  the  lip  and  shake  the  head,  saying. 
He  trusted  in  God  that  he  would  deliver  him  ;  let  him  deli¬ 
ver  him,  seeing  he  delighted  in  him.  I  am  poured  out 
like  v/ater,  and  all  my  bones  are  out  of  joint:  my  heart  is 
like  wax  ;  it  is  melted  in  the  midst  of  my  bowels.  My 
strength  is  dried  up  like  a  potsherd,  and  my  tongue  cleaveth 
to  my  jaws,  and  thou  hast  brought  me  into  the  dust  of 
death,”  &c.  (Ps.  xxii.  1—21.)  But,  behold,  “  It  is 
finished /”  and  he  breaks  forth  into  triumph,  “  I  will  de¬ 
clare  thy  name  unto  my  brethren:  in  the  midst  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  will  I  praise  thee.  Ye  that  fear  the  Lord  praise 
him;  all  ye  seed  of  Jacob,  glorify  him ;  and  fear  him,  all  ye 
seed  of  Israel.”  (ver.  22,  23.)  Let  me  stand  and  view  by 
faith  this  scene  of  wonders,  this  bleeding  Sacrifice,  this 
triumphant  Redeemer  ;  and  wonder  at  such  expressions  of 
love  in  a  dying  Saviour  for  the  life  of  man,  for  dying  sin¬ 
ners  ;  and  while  I  behold  in  his  name  alone  salvation,  let 
me  thus  judge  that  he  died  for  us,  that  we  which  live  by 
him  should  no  longer  live  unto  ourselves,  but  unto  him 
who  died  for  us,  and  rose  again.  And  let  me  join  the  same 
triumphant  language,  and  declare  his  righteousness,  that 
he  hath  done  this!  (Ps.  xxii.  31.) 

The  fatted  calf  is  indeed  represented  as  slain,  when  the 
prodigal  returned  ;  whereas  this  sacrifice  is  already  finished, 
never  more  to  be  repeated.  But  even  in  this  we  may  be 
led  to  admire  the  fulness  and  all-sufficiency  of  the  Re- 
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deemer’s  sacrifice,  and  the  unchangeableness  of  its  virtue. 
As  he  is  said  to  be  crucified  again  by  the  rejecting  of  him, 
so  he  is  set  forth  as  crucified  afresh  to  every  returning 
sinner  ;  and  again  exhibited  in  all  his  dying  love  to  the 
eye  of  faith.  He  is  therefore  still  called  the  new  and  the 
living  way ;  always  new  and  always  living,  always  pos¬ 
sessing  the  same  virtue  as  when  he  first  gave  himself  for 
us.  The  blood  of  the  animal  sacrifices  prevailed  but  for 
a  season,  and  were  therefore  to  be  repeated  ;  but  he  sits 
upon  the  throne  as  the  Lamb  that  hath  been  slain,  his 
blood  can  never  lose  its  efficacy,  but  is  always  presented 
Avith  his  own  hand,  and  with  his  own  intercession  always 
prevails  for  the  acceptance  of  the  sinner,  and  the  salvation 
of  his  people.  Faith  sees  the  bleeding  sacrifice,  and 
realizes  it  with  greater  certainty  than  the  eye  of  sense 
could  do  upon  the  cross,  that  beheld  the  fact;  thus  be¬ 
holding  the  wonderful  design,  and  receives  the  blessing. 
Without  this,  faith  could  not  feed  upon  it  for  life  and 
health  ;  but  now  it  receives  and  rejoices  in  the  infinite 
virtue  of  the  cross  and  dying  love  of  Jesus. 

The  rich  and  abundant  provision  thus  prepared  for  his 
people,  is  one  of  the  chief  ideas  of  this  humble  but  de¬ 
lightful  representation  of  the  Saviour’s  person  and  grace. 
The  fatted  calf  was  rich  food  in  itself,  and  abundant  for 
the  family.  The  poor  prodigal  is  represented  as  recollecting 
in  his  misery  the  overflowing  fulness  of  his  father’s  house, 
in  which  his  very  hired  servants  had  bread  enough  and  to 
spare,  (ver.  17.)  The  eternal  God  has  blessings  enough 
for  all :  he  distributes  his  bounty  all  abroad,  to  all  his  de¬ 
pendent  creatures :  his  goodness  is  over  all  his  works. 
But  for  the  children  of  his  family,  he  provides  the  choicest 
blessings  of  his  infinite  and  everlasting  love  ;  the  richest 
provision  of  his  covenant  mercy,  in  the  gift  of  the  person 
of  Jesus,  and  all  the  blessings  which  are  through  and  in 
him. — The  fatted  calf  had  been  fed  Avith  care,  till  it  be¬ 
came  the  richest  food,  and  was  kept  up  for  some  peculiar 
circumstance  of  festivity  in  the  family  ;  yet  this  Avas  slain 
at  the  return  of  the  poor  prodigal  child  :  but  the  rich  pro- 
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visions  of  Divine  love,  through  the  cross  of  Jesus,  and 
which  are  there  prepared  for  the  supplies  of  returning 
penitents,  infinitely  exceed  the  choicest  dainties,  though 
they  are  compared  with  them.  They  are  wine  and  milk 
(Isa.  lv.  1,  &c.) ;  they  are  the  delicacies  of  a  marriage 
feast,  where  the  oxen  and  fatlings  are  killed  (Matt.  xxii. 
1 — 4);  they  are  the  feast  of  fat  things,  which  the  Lord 
Jehovah,  God  of  hosts,  hath  made  unto  all  people,  in  the 
mountain  of  Sion, — a  feast  of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat 
things  full  of  marrow,  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined. 
(Isa.  xxv.  G.)  Any  thing  might  have  been  sufficient  for 
such  a  runagate ;  any  thing  might  be  too  good  for  such 
rebellious  sinners.  He  asks  but  for  the  lowest  place  in  the 
family,  and  the  coarsest  fare,  and  he  receives  the  best  of 
all,  the  best  of  every  thing :  “  Bring  forth  the  best  robe 
and  put  it  on  him,  and  put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  shoes 
on  his  feet;  and  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf  and  kill  it, 
and  let  us  eat  and  be  merry,  &c.  (ver.  22,  23.)  AVith 
such  declarations  as  these  the  Gospel  abounds :  O  that 
all  might  hear  its  gracious  offers,  and  receive  its  blessings? 
“  Behold  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock,”  says  the  gracious 
Saviour:  “  if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door, 
I  will  come  in  to  him  and  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me.” 
I  will  come  and  bring  with  me  the  rich  provision  of  my 
grace ;  and  in  the  sweetest  union  and  communion,  the 
familiarity  of  faith,  will  delight  in  the  mutual  communica¬ 
tion  of  love  and  regard.  I  will  come  to  him,  and  manifest 
myself  to  him  :  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will 
(unitedly)  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him, 
&c.  (John  xiv.  21—23.)  Behold  how  rich  the  table  that 
his  hand  spreads  for  his  saints,  when  he  thus  makes  his 
visit  of  love  into  their  hearts  ! — —the  sense  of  pardoned  sin, 
peace,  and  reconciliation  with  an  offended  God  ;  the  law- 
satisfying  righteousness  which  justifies  from  all  things  ;  the 
smiles  of  Divine  favour,  in  access  to  and  communion  with 
God ;  enlargement  of  heart,  from  the  littleness  of  earth 
into  the  glory  of  eternal  realities  ;  the  sensible  enjoyment 
of  everlasting  love,  that,  originating  in  eternity,  shall  be 
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prolonged  through  eternal  ages,  without  interruption  or 
abatement ; — these  are  repasts  which  angels  cannot  taste. 

“  Never  did  angels  taste  above 
Redeeming  grace  or  dying  love.” 

This  is  like  the  food  of  Israel  of  old,  when  “  the  Lord 
alone  did  lead  him,  and  there  was  no  strange  god  with 
him  ;  when  he  made  him  to  ride  on  the  high  places  of  the 
earth,  that  he  might  eat  the  increase  of  the  fields;  when 
he  made  him  to  suck  honey  out  of  the  rock,  and  oil  out  of 
the  flinty  rock  ;  butter  of  kine,  and  milk  of  sheep,  with  fat 
of  lambs,  and  rams  of  the  breed  of  Bashan,  and  goats, 
with  the  fat  of  kidneys  of  wheat;  and  to  drink  the  pure 
blood  of  the  grape.”  (Deut.  xxxii.  12—14.)  The  Lord 
laments  that  his  people  had  prevented  the  continuance  of 
his  kindness  by  their  ingratitude  and  provocation ;  and 
rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  discover  his  displeasure. 
“  Oh  (says  he)  that  they  had  hearkened  unto  me,  and  Israel 
had  walked  in  my  ways !  I  would  soon  have  subdued  their 
enemies,  and  turned  my  hand  against  their  adversaries. 
He  should  have  fed  them  also  with  the  finest  of  wheat, 
and  with  honey  out  of  the  stony  rock  should  I  have  satis¬ 
fied  thee ;” — all  the  rich  provisions  out  of  the  rock  Christ 
Jesus. 

Let  us  learn  then  the  reason  of  our  unfruitfulness,  and 
the  emptiness  of  our  souls,  when  the  richest  blessings  are 
waiting  for  acceptance.  The  penitent  believing  sinner, 
resting  on  Christ  Jesus,  shall  never  be  denied  the  gift  of 
grace.  He  who  hath  given  us  his  Son,  and  treasured  up 
the  grace  in  him,  will  never  withhold  it  from  those  who 
humbly  seek  it ;  though  the  runagate  and  the  backslider 
shall  be  filled  with  his  own  ways.  But  here  is  not  only 
the  richest  food,  but  the  richest  abundance:  the  Fatted 
Calf  is  enough  for  all  the  family,  enough  and  to  spare. 
Hence,  in  the  marriage  supper,  when  the  guests  were  col¬ 
lected,  even  from  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city,  it  is 
declared  that  yet  there  is  room,  and  the  servants  are  com¬ 
manded  to  go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges  and  com¬ 
pel  them  to  come  in,  that  his  house  might  be  as  lull  as  the 
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master’s  heart  was  large,  and  his  provisions  ample.  When 
he  fed  the  five  thousand  with  five  barley  loaves  and  two 
small  fishes,  he  not  only  would  not  suffer  that  there  should 
be  want,  but,  in  collecting  the  fragments  that  remained, 
there  was  found  more  than  there  was  at  first :  from  hence 
he  takes  the  opportunity  of  instructing  them  in  the  nature 
of  his  salvation,  and  the  fulness  of  his  grace,  and  to  exhibit 
himself,  as  the  Bread  of  God,  coming  down  from  heaven, 
that  a  man  may  eat  thereof  and  not  die ;  the  Living  Bread; 
“  and  if  any  man  eat  of  this  bread  he  shall  live  for  ever.” 
(Compare  John  vi.  11 — 13.  and  50 — 58.)  Here  is  enough 
for  all  his  church ;  there  is  not  a  blessing  which  is  not 
here  suited  to  the  spiritual  taste  of  the  spiritual  man,  for 
the  support  of  spiritual  life,  for  the  supply  of  spiritual 
strength,  for  the  exhilarating  the  spiritual  mind,  and  for 
all  the  purposes  of  spiritual  peace  and  joy,  till  brought 
into  the  kingdom  of  eternal  glory.  The  promise  is  equal 
to  the  all-sufficiency  of  the  provision :  “  Open  thy  mouth 
wide,  and  I  will  fill  it.”  He  will  fulfil  the  desire  of  them 
that  fear  him  ;  and,  when  he  is  represented  under  the 
most  endearing  characters  in  which  the  Scriptures  exhibit 
him,  as  feeding  his  flock  like  a  shepherd,  gathering  the 
lambs  in  his  arms,  and  carrying  them  in  his  bosom,  and 
gently  leading  those  that  are  with  young;  the  security 
and  supply  of  his  people  is  beautifully  described,  by  their 
going  in  and  out,  from  the  fold  into  the  pasture,  and  from 
the  pasture  into  the  fold,  at  ease  and  in  confidence,  with¬ 
out  apprehension  of  enemies,  danger,  or  want,  and  finding 
every  where  the  supplies  they  need.  “  I  am  come  (says 
he)  that  they  might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it 
more  abundantly.”  (John  x.  9,  10  ;  Isa.  xl.  11.)  There 
can  be  no  failure,  no  deficiency  in  the  fulness  of  Christ 
Jesus.  Hence  he  is  continually  saying  to  his  people, 
as  to  the  afflicted  suppliant  in  the  days  of  his  flesh.  Be  it 
unto  thee  according  to  thy  faith  :  there  is  sufficient  in  me: 
let  thy  faith  behold,  receive,  and  enjoy  it.  But  here  we 
fail:  while  in  him  all  fulness  dwells,  we  are  backward  to 
receive  out  of  his  fulness  and  grace  for  grace.  The  obla- 
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tion  of  Jesus  was  indeed  “  a  full,  perfect,  and  sufficient 
sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world  — yea,  for  ten 
thousand  thousand  worlds ;  had  it  been  designed  and  ap¬ 
pointed  for  their  benefit,  and  were  it  applied  for  their  sal¬ 
vation.  There  is,  therefore,  not  only  sufficient  of  all  saving 
grace  for  all  who  are  come ;  but  for  all  who  will  come,  there 
is  yet  room  in  his  heart,  in  his  church,  at  his  supper,  in  his 
kingdom;  and  the  invitation  of  the  Gospel  is  as  general  as 
its  dispensation :  “Whosoever  will, let  him  come  and  take  of 
the  waters  of  life  freely.”  “  Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth, 
come  ye  to  the  waters.”  “  Whosoever  cometh  L  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out.”  And  the  promise  is  certain  from  the  all-suffi¬ 
ciency  of  the  Promiser,  that“  Whosoever  cometh  and  believ- 
eth  in  him,  shall  not  perish,  but  shall  have  everlasting  life.” 
No  one  who  has  acted  upon  the  invitation  and  believed  the 
promise,  has  ever  found  himself  deceived,  or  disappointed 
in  his  expectations  :  the  penitent  returning  sinner  has 
found  the  faithfulness  of  the  promise,  the  fulness  of  the 
Saviour,  the  suitableness  of  his  blessing,  the  all-sufficiency 
of  those  blessings,  whatever  his  state  of  guilt  or  need  might 
be ;  and  all  concur  to  say,  “  Come  Avith  us,  and  we  will  do 
thee  good ;  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken  good  concerning 
Israel.” 

We  behold,  in  the  temper  of  the  returning  prodigal,  the 
disposition  which  must  attend  and  direct  our  return,  and 
our  supplications  for  the  rich  provisions  of  the  Gospel.  If 
we  stand  in  the  same  situation  before  an  offended  father, 
let  his  temper  and  his  language  be  ours.  Oh  that  we 
were  all  returning  in  the  same  manner  !  and  we  should  cer¬ 
tainly  find  the  same  welcome.  Let  us  review  the  depravity 
of  our  heart  and  nature,  the  wandering  of  our  carnal  state, 
the  backsliding  of  our  heart,  since  we  have  known  the 
grace  of  God  ;  the  spirit  of  independence  and  of  unbelief 
we  have  discovered;  the  contempt  of  mercy  which  we  have 
manifested,  and  the  provocation  which  we  have  given  to  a 
holy  God,  a  gracious  Father;  and  surely  we  shall  have  reason 
enough  for  the  same  humiliation  of  spirit,  the  same  lan¬ 
guage  of  penitent  supplication.  But,  in  the  depth  ot 
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humiliation,  let  us  not  be  deterred  from  returning  in  hope, 
confident  that  the  Gospel  provision  is  for  such,  that  they 
may  eat  and  be  satisfied.  Since  the  sovereign  grace  of 
God,  without  any  reference  to  the  merit  of  the  creature  in 
providing  for  his  salvation,  gave  the  most  astonishing  of 
all  gifts,  that  sovereign  grace  will  bestow  the  blessing  of 
salvation,  without  any  reference  to  the  demerit  of  the  guilty 
sinner,  who  feels  and  laments  it  before  the  Throne  of  Grace  ; 
that  grace  which  designed  and  executed  the  plan  of  re¬ 
demption,  will  as  freely  apply  its  benefits,  and  bestow  its 
rich  provisions  for  salvation.  The  plea  of  the  prodigal 
must  be  ours — a  plea  not  of  merit,  but  of  misery  and 
guilt, — “  Father,  I  have  sinned.”  “  For  we  ourselves 
also  were  some  time  foolish,  disobedient,  deceived,  serving 
divers  lusts  and  pleasures,  living  in  malice  and  envy,  hate¬ 
ful,  and  hating  one  another  ;  but  after  that  the  kindness 
and  love  of  God  our  Saviour  toward  man  appeared,  not  by 
works  of  righteousness  which  we  have  done,  but  by  his 
own  mercy  he  saved  us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration 
and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  he  shed  on 
us  abundantly,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour,  that 
being  justified  by  his  grace  we  should  be  made  heirs  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  hope  of  eternal  life.”  (Tit.  iii.  3 — 7.)  So 
says  every  enlightened  mind,  taught  and  instructed  by  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus  “  to  know  the  things  which  are  freely 
given  to  us  of  God.”  The  admiration  of  Divine  and 
Sovereign  Grace,  is  the  present  employ  of  all  the  called 
and  sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus,  of  all  the  church  of  God  : 
it  shall  be  the  eternal  employ  of  the  spirits  of  the  just 
made  perfect,  when  the  top-stone  of  the  Lord’s  temple 
shall  be  laid,  “  crying,  grace,  grace  unto  it.” 

Such  a  view  of  the  sovereign  grace  of  God  in  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  covenant  love  ;  such  a  view  of  the  person  and 
work  of  Christ,  and  the  very  design  of  his  condescension 
and  dying  love  upon  the  cross ;  together  with  his  all-suf¬ 
ficiency  of  power  and  grace,  to  fulfil  all  his  designs  of 
mercy,  may  well  encourage  the  penitent,  the  afllicted,  the 
tempted,  the  tried,  the  disconsolate,  to  come  and  rest  upon 
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him  for  all  they  need.  When  faith  beholds  the  fulness  of 
Christ,  it  sees  also  something  more  in  the  declarations  of 
the  Gospel;  an  invitation  to  receive  out  of  it,  and  a  pro¬ 
mise  of  supply.  Every  promise  of  the  Gospel  does  as  it 
were  say,  Come,  and  it  shall  be  thine.  This  is  the  great 
work  and  business  of  faith :  here  is  the  treasury  for  all  thy 
wants ;  the  stores  of  grace  are  treasured  up  in  Jesus,  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  eternal  counsels,  fully  prepared  at  the  cross 
and  in  the  dying  love  of  the  Redeemer.  In  the  Gospel  it 
is  exhibited  ;  it  is  strewed  upon  the  table  of  his  ordinance: 
“  Eat,  O  friends;  drink,  yea  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved.” 
Go  preach  this  Gospel  to  every  creature,  is  the  warrant 
for  the  minister  of  Christ,  to  invite  all  to  come ;  and  the 
warrant  for  faith  to  receive  and  appropriate  the  ful¬ 
ness  of  the  Redeemer :  for  he  that  receives  Christ  hath 
everlasting  life:  and  shall  we  not  believe  the  record  which 
God  hath  given  us  of  his  Son?  Shall  we  not  trust  God, 
and  give  him  the  credit  due  to  God  ?  Shall  we  entertain  a 
doubt  of  his  willingness  to  bestow,  or  the  all-sufiiciency  of 
his  provisions  of  grace  ?  Poor  sinner  !  let  nothing  lead  thee 
to  doubt,  or  to  despond.  You  cannot  be  in  a  worse  situ¬ 
ation  than  those  who.,  having  obtained  mercy,  have  been 
set  forth  as  examples  to  them  who  should  hereafter  believe 
on  Christ,  to  life  everlasting.  Come  with  the  disposition 
of  the  prodigal,  the  penitence  of  a  Manasseh,  the  humili¬ 
ation  of  a  Magdalen,  the  broken-heartedness  of  a  Saul, 
and  thou  shalt  meet  with  the  same  reception :  like  bless¬ 
ings  shall  be  thine,  and  thou  shalt  find  that  there  is,  even 
for  thee,  enough  and  to  spare.  The  more  we  enjoy  of  his 
fulness,  the  more  shall  we  discover  in  him  to  be  yet  en¬ 
joyed  :  the  more  we  draw  out,  the  more  freely  will  that 
fulness  flow  :  it  shall  supply  his  church  through  time,  and 
eternity  shall  never  exhaust  that  infinite  fountain  ;  nor  the 
number  of  redeemed  sinners  around  his  throne,  in  the  eter¬ 
nal  enjoyment,  ever  lessen  its  abundance. 

Our  desires  are  faint,  our  faith  is  weak  ;  we  cannot  reach 
the  fulness  of  the  promise  ;  and  therefore  do  not  receive 
the  fulness  of  the  blessing.  What  infinite  love,  what  all- 
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sufficiency  of  grace,  what  everlasting  fulness  of  wisdom 
and  love  doth  Jesus  possess  to  bless  his  people ! 

Let  all  who  are  blessed  in  him,  call  him  blessed.  Let 
us  then  eat  and  be  merry. 

If  God  the  Father  rejoices  in  the  gift  of  Christ,  let  us 
rejoice  in  the  receiving  him.  If  angels  rejoice  to  see  a 
sinner  returning  to  him,  let  the  penitent  sinner  join  their 
joy  in  confidence  of  acceptance.  If  God  rejoices  to  see 
a  sinner  in  Christ,  let  us  rejoice  to  rest  in  him,  and  be  con¬ 
fident,  that  if,  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled 
to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son,  much  more  when  brought 
and  reconciled  to  him  and  his  way  of  salvation,  by  his 
grace  and  Spirit,  we  shall  be  saved  by  his  life ;  and  there¬ 
fore  we  may  joy  in  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by 
whom  also  we  have  received  the  atonement.  (Rom.  v.  10, 
11.) — If  God  hath  provided  all  these  in  Christ,  surely  we 
may  venture  to  receive  them ;  and  when  commanded  by  him 
to  do  it,  surely  we  may  rejoice  in  it,  and,  while  beholding 
in  him  all  we  want,  may  triumphantly  declare,  Surely  in 
the  Lord  Jehovah  have  I  righteousness  and  strength,  and 
in  him  will  I  glory.  (Isa.  xlv.  25 ;  1  Cor.  i.  30.)  How 
sweet  this  view  of  covenant  love  and  free  grace,  to  those 
who  have  long  been  labouring  for  satisfaction  in  the  crea¬ 
ture,  and  in  the  works  of  the  law,  but  have  as  long  laboured 
in  vain  !  Here  there  can  be  no  stability,  no  security,  no 
peace.  Leave  thy  legal  dependances,  which  are  totally 
insufficient  for  the  glory  of  God,  or  the  peace  of  thy  soul : 
thou  canst  not  glorify  him  more  than  by  believing  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  his  word.  Behold  the  provision  of  sovereign 
grace,  the  fulness  of  Jesus,  the  righteousness  of  faith,  the 
free  gift  of  righteousness,  the  free  gift  of  eternal  life  with 
aft  its  perquisites  of  blessings  in  Christ.  Let  thy  faith  rest 
here,  and  rejoice  with  uninterrupted  joy.  Fear  not  a  dis¬ 
appointment,  when  faith  rests  upon  the  fulness,  the  grace, 
the  faithfulness  of  Jehovah,  and  credit  of  his  word.  “  The 
Lord  thy  God  in  the  midst  of  thee  is  mighty  :  he  will  save, 
he  will  rejoice  over  thee  with  joy  ;  he  will  rest  in  his  love, 
he  will  joy  over  thee  with  singing.”  (Zepli.  iii.  17.)  “  As 
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a  young  man  marrieth  a  virgin,  so  shall  thy  sons  marry 
thee ;  and  as  a  bridegroom  rejoiceth  over  the  bride,  so 
shall  thy  God  rejoice  over  thee.”  (Isa.  lxii.  5.)  He  will 
receive  with  the  sweetest  joy,  the  returning  penitent,  into 
union  with  himself,  and  welcome  him  to  all  the  blessings  of 
salvation. 

O  thou  adorable  Redeemer  !  we  admire  thine  infinite 
and  eternal  sufficiency  for  all  our  wants,  prepared  in  the 
eternal  counsels  :  we  behold  thee  suited  to  us  by  thy  dying 
love,  and  thus  providing  a  rich  and  abundant  supply  for 
all  our  necessities.  Glory  be  to  Him  whose  love  can  never 
be  comprehended,  whose  fulness  can  never  be  exhausted; 
and  thanks  be  to  God  for  this  unspeakable  gift. 

He  who  hath  provided  the  feast  of  fat  things  will  soon 
swallow  up  death  in  victory.  The  Lord  our  God  will  wipe 
away  tears  from  off  all  faces,  and  take  away  the  rebuke  of 
his  people  from  off  all  the  earth;  for  the  Lord  Jehovah 
hath  spoken  it.  We  will  proclaim  it,  as  God  did  by  the 
Prophet,  Isa.  xxv.  6—9  :  “  Lo  this  is  our  God  :  we  have 
waited  for  him,  and  he  will  save  us.  This  is  Jehovah  :  we 
have  waited  for  him  ;  and  now  we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice 
in  his  salvation.” 
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The  character  of  the  Redeemer  which  we  are  now  to 
contemplate,  is  certainly  calculated  to  represent  him  in 
the  most  endearing  point  of  view  to  his  people,  and  lays 
a  ground  of  the  most  gracious  consolation  to  the  believer. 
The  allusion  is  one  of  those  beautiful  references  to  nature, 
which,  while  they  are  most  familiar,  are  most  pleasing  and 
comprehensive.  It  represents  the  love  of  Jesus  to  his 
people  in  its  most  intimate,  indissoluble,  and  mystical 
nature  ;  the  close  and  indissoluble  union  which  subsists 
between  him  and  them;  the  secret,  but  sure,  communi¬ 
cations  of  his  grace  and  strength;  and  their  entire,  but 
secure,  dependance  upon  him  for  all  supplies,  for  the 
spiritual  life,  and  spiritual  consolation.  And,  while  the 
believer  practically  and  experimentally  feels  the  sweet  in¬ 
fluence  flowing  into  his  heart,  the  happy  effects  will  be 
evidenced  in  the  increase  of  spiritual  life,  the  fruit  of 
evangelical  obedience,  and  the  returns  of  love.  The  con¬ 
sideration,  therefore,  will  be  of  the  utmost  importance  in 
point  of  Christian  experience.  By  it  we  may  examine 
whether  we  belong  to  Christ,  whether  we  have  been  placed 
among  his  people,  and  are  interested  in  bis  blessings. — 
Spirit  of  Jesus  !  lead  the  contemplation,  assist  the  inquiry, 
that  we  may  feel  the  happy  effect  of  this  union  with  him, 
by  a  communication  of  all  wisdom,  grace,  and  consolation  : 
and  while  growing  up  into  Christ  Jesus  in  all  things,  the 
glory  must  return  to  him.  The  evident  design  of  our  Lord, 
in  this  allusion,  is  to  discover  to  us  the  true  character  of 
his  disciples,  and  the  excellent  fruits  of  grace  which  they 
will  produce,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  traces  all  up  to 
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Us  source— their  connection  with  himself,  as  the  fountain 
and  spring  of  all  virtue  and  power,  and  of  every  blessing. 
The  idea  is  that  of  a  stock,  arising  from  a  living  root, 
into  which  a  scion  is  ingrafted,  and  which  thus  becomes  a 
part  of  the  tree,  receiving  all  its  nourishment  and  supply 
therefrom.  Such  is  the  believer,  united,  by  the  influence 
of  the  Spirit  and  the  exercises  of  faith,  with  the  Lord  his 
Redeemer. 

Some  have  considered  that  the  nature  of  the  vine,  to 
which  the  reference  is  made,  is  intended  to  mark  out  the 
humiliation  of  the  Saviour,  the  meanness  of  his  outward 
appearance,  and  yet  the  value  and  abundance  of  his  cheer¬ 
ing  fruits,  and  the  spreading  glories  of  his  kingdom.  All 
this,  doubtless,  is  true  :  but,  from  the  connection  of  the 
passage,  it  is  evident  that  the  intention  is  different,  and 
that  the  main  design  is  to  represent  the  necessity  and  the 
effect  of  that  mystical  union  between  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  his  people,  by  his  Spirit  and  the  power  of  faith  ;  and 
it  thus  affords  several  most  important  subjects  for  consider¬ 
ation,  which  are  implied  in  it,  and  connected  closely  with 
Christian  practice  and  experience. 

The  great  lesson  which  He  would  teach  us  is,  that  without 
him  we  can  do  nothing ;  and  that  He,  in  his  Divine  nature, 
and  in  his  mediatorial  work  and  offices,  is  the  onlv  source 
and  spring  of  spiritual  life  and  fruitfulness  to  believers. 

When  God  created  man,  he  formed  him  a  living  soul;  he 
had  his  life,  in  one  sense,  under  his  own  keeping,  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  which  we  are  too  well  acquainted  with.  He 
lost  the  principle  of  spiritual  life,  and,  though  still  alive 
in  his  animal  and  rational  powers,  became  dead  to  God 
and  the  spiritual  world.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  con¬ 
sisted  with  the  Divine  perfection  to  have  restored  that  life 
as  a  mere  act  of  power  or  mercy,  but  through  the  means 
of  a  Mediator,  who  had  been  before  prepared  and  set  up 
in  the  counsels  of  eternity,  and  into  whose  hand  the  office 
was  committed,  with  power  and  authority  to  fulfil  all  the 
necessary  terms,  according  to  the  counsel  of  the  eternal 
Three  in  Jehovah,  and  bis  own  voluntary  engagement  on 
vol.  in.  I 
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this  behalf.  In  his  Divine  nature  he  had  life  in  himself; 
and  as  one  in  the  eternal  Jehovah,  the  great  I  AM,  he 
claims  a  right  to  all  the  perfections  and  glories  of  the 
Divine  essence.  Without  this  he  had  not  been  a  suitable 
person  to  redeem,  deliver,  or  quicken  his  people  ;  nor  coidd 
he  have  exercised  the  power  of  giving  life  :  but,  in  his  me¬ 
diatorial  or  oeconomical  character,  he  was  set  up  from  ever¬ 
lasting,  or  ever  the  earth  was,  that  he  might  be  the  medium 
of  all  communication  between  God  and  sinners,  through 
whom  God  might  approach  to  bless  them,  and  sinners 
approach  to  God  for  the  supply  of  all  their  wants.  That 
this  power  and  authority  might  be  committed  into  his 
hands,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  fulfil  the  covenant 
terms,  which  having  completed,  he  has  thus  procured 
the  right,  according  to  covenant  promise,  to  bestow  the 
gift  of  life,  with  all  its  perquisites,  upon  his  people  ;  nnd 
therefore  he  informs  us,  that  the  Father  hath  given  him 
power  over  all  flesh,  that  he  might  give  eternal  life  to  as 
many  as  were  given  him.  He  is  therefore  called  our  life  ; 
and  the  record  of  the  Gospel  is,  that  “  God  hath  given 
unto  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.”  (John  xvii. 
2;  1  John  v.  11.)  What  we  had  forfeited,  he  hath  re¬ 
gained.  He  obtained  our  life  by  his  sufferings  even  unto 
death :  thus  he  becomes  the  fountain  of  life  to  dead  sin¬ 
ners;  the  medium  of  our  living  before  God  in  grace,  and 
eternally  in  glory.  He  who  is  the  true  God  is  eternal  life  ; 
and  this  is  life  eternal  to  know  him.  The  Spirit  of  life  is 
therefore  in  his  hands ;  and  when  communicated  from  him, 
it  makes  the  believer  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death. 
His  powerful  voice  quickens  the  dead  in  sin  ;  and  they 
that  hear  shall  live.  (Rom.  viii.  2;  John  v.  25.)  Thus, 
he  is  the  root  of  all  living  virtue  to  his  people,  who,  unseen, 
both  communicates  and  supports  the  life  of  faith  to  its  full 
maturity  in  the  world  above. 

And  as  the  root  is  the  all  in  all  in  vegetation,  and  of  the 
life,  flourishing,  and  fruitfulness  of  the  tree,  by  the  diffusion 
of  the  vital  juices,  so  is  Jesus  to  his  people.  Planted  by 
the  heavenly  Husbandman  (John  xv.  1),  he  is  appointed 
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and  approved  for  these  purposes :  in  him  the  Father 
delights  to  treasure  up  all  grace  and  fulness.  He  is  in¬ 
finitely  furnished  as  the  fountain  of  supply,  the  fulness  of 
the  Godhead :  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge, 
all  life  and  life-giving  virtues,  dwell  in  him.  No  sinner 
can  receive  but  from  him  ;  no  blessings  can  be  derived 
but  from  his  heart  and  hands.  He  is  the  Alpha  and 
Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the  Ending ;  and  therefore  all 
to  you, — the  All  in  all ;  and,  with  an  infinite  and  ever¬ 
lasting  sufficiency  of  all  grace,  is  fully  suited  to  the  wants 
and  to  the  enjoyments  of  his  people.  They  can  find  none 
other,  and  they  need  none  beside.  The  mystical  union 
between  Christ  and  his  church  is  the  most  glorious  and 
astonishing  doctrine  of  the  Gospel.  Every  believer  was 
implanted  into  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  purposes  of  Jehovah, 
when  he  was  set  up  from  everlasting  as  their  glorious  Head. 
“Ye  have  not  chosen  me,”  said  he  to  his  disciples,  “  but  I 
have  chosen  you,  and  ordained  you,  that  ye  should  go  and 
bring  forth  fruit,  and  that  your  fruit  should  remain ;  that 
whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  of  the  Father,  in  my  name,  he  may 
give  it  you.”  And  true  believers  are  said  to  be  “  the 
chosen  in  Christ  Jesus,” — “  preserved  in  Jesus  Christ.” 
(Jude  1.)  He  speaks  of  them,  therefore,  as  “  those  that 
were  given  to  him  of  the  Father  out  of  the  world.”  (John 
xvii.  6.)  By  this  mystical  union  they  are  ever  viewed  by 
the  Father  as  one  with  Christ,  according  to  that  beautiful 
prayer,  “that  they  all  may  be  one,  as  thou.  Father,  art  in 
me,  and  I  in  thee ;  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us.”  They 
cannot,  therefore,  but  be  interested  in  all  he  is,  in  all  that 
he  hath  done,  in  all  that  he  hath  obtained,  and  in  all  that 
he  communicates;  and  this  oneness  with  him  is  their  glory , 
their  honour,  their  felicity,  their  security.  The  actual 
experience  of  it  is  then  felt  in  the  sold,  when  he  who  hath 
the  residue  of  the  Spirit  in  his  hands  communicates  to  them 
his  life-giving  and  regenerating  influence.  Here  the  prac¬ 
tical  and  experimental  communication  begins,  which  shall 
never  terminate  till  the  glory  which  the  Father  has  given 
him  be  given  to  them,  that  they  all  may  be  one  in  that  union 
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which  he  holds  with  the  Father  throughout  eternity,  (chap, 
xvii.  ver.  22.) 

Thus  they  who  are  preserved  in  Jesus,  are  actually  called, 
according  to  the  beautiful  language  of  the  Apostle,  ex¬ 
pressive  of  the  order  of  grace  in  the  salvation  of  his  people  : 
“  From  the  beginning  chosen  to  salvation,  through  sancti¬ 
fication  of  the  Spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth;  whereunto  he 
called  you  by  our  Gospel,  to  the  obtaining  of  the  glory  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  (2  Thess.  ii.  13, 14.)  Hence  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus  is  called  “  the  Spirit  of  Life,”  not  only  as 
he  is  the  living  Spirit,  but  the  Author  of  spiritual  life  to  his 
people,  whereby  they  are  quickened  when  “  dead  in  tres¬ 
passes  and  sins.”  He  dwelleth  with  them  and  in  them 
(Johnxiv.17) :  nor  is  it  at  all  wonderful  that  we  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  of  the  nature  or  mode  of  his  operation ;  nor  does  it  at 
all  affect  the  truth  of  the  fact,  since  we  understand  so  little 
of  spirit  in  general,  or  the  nature  and  working  of  our  own 
spirits,  or  the  manner  in  which  the  infinite  and  eternal 
Jehovah  can  and  does  work  in  them  and  upon  them.— To 
render  the  idea  more  familiar  to  us,  this  operation  of  the 
Spirit  is  compared  to  the  ingrafting  a  branch  into  a  living 
stock,  which  being  taken  off  from  some  other  of  a  different 
nature,  is  thus  made  partaker  of  the  virtue  and  juice  of 
that  into  which  it  is  inserted.  This  the  Apostle  has  treated 
upon  largely  in  Rom.  xi.  17 — 24.  The  comparison  is 
peculiarly  appropriate.  We  are  by  nature  in  the  stock  of 
Adam,  a  wild  olive,  a  corrupted  tree  ;  and  such  therefore 
must  be  all  its  fruit,  till  we  are  really  renewed  from  our 
relation  to  him,  and  ingrafted  into  Christ  the  second 
Adam,  and  are  thus  partakers  of  his  Spirit,  and  all  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  his  mediatorial  characters  and  fulness.  The  abso¬ 
lute  necessity  of  this  the  Apostle  asserts,  and  declares,  “  If 
any  man  hath  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  his.” 
This  indeed  arises  from  the  nature  of  the  case  :  man  as  a 
fallen  sinner,  separated  from  God,  is  as  a  branch  taken  off 
from  the  living  stock;  nor  can  he  recover  himself  to  spiritual 
life,  any  more  than  a  dead  tree  can  restore  its  vital  principle, 
for  no  man  can  quicken  his  own  soul.  The  profession  of  a 
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living-  faith  may  give  the  extraordinary  appearance  of 
union  and  of  life ;  but  it  is  merely  like  the  tying  a  firm 
branch  to  the  true  vine,  while  it  has  no  union  or  commu¬ 
nication  with  it.  The  only  life  that  a  sinner  possesses 
by  union  with  the  first  Adam,  is  a  life  of  sense ;  and  a 
corrupted  tree  might  as  well  bring  forth  the  choicest 
grapes,  as  man,  in  a  state  of  nature,  without  the  grace  of 
Jesus,  produce  the  fruits  of  righteousness,  goodness,  and 
peace.  All  the  specious  appearance  of  virtue  and  morality 
will  be  found  to  spring  from  the  love  of  self ;  from  pride, 
vanity,  or  presumption.  The  corrupt  principle  will  defile  and 
deteriorate  every  fruit  of  corrupted  nature,  which,  however 
splendid  before  men,  in  the  eyes  of  that  God  who  beholds 
the  secrets  of  the  heart,  must  be  appreciated  according  to 
its  real  value,  and  will  be  found  only  to  be  splendid  depra¬ 
vity,  the  white-washed  sepulchre  and  the  covered  grave. 
Make  the  tree  good,  and  then  its  fruits  will  be  good  ;  but 
this  can  alone  be  effected  by  the  power  and  inlluence  of 
the  Spirit  of  Christ,  ingrafting  into  him,  and  thus  effecting 
a  union  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  root  of  all  excel¬ 
lency,  that  life-giving  stock,  from  whence  alone  all  life  and 
fruitfulness  proceeds.  We  are  as  entirely  dependant  upon 
him,  as  the  branch  is  upon  the  root ;  and  when  quickened 
by  the  communication  of  his  grace,  still  “  without  him  we 
can  do  nothing.”  The  promise  of  his  Spirit  must  there¬ 
fore  be  the  great  glory  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  as  thereby 
alone  all  its  blessings  are  secured.  “  I  will  put  my  Spirit 
within  you,  and  cause  you  to  walk  in  my  statutes  ;  and  ye 
shall  keep  my  judgments,  and  do  them.”  See  Ezek.  xxxvi. 
25,  &c.  Compare  Jer.  xxxi.  33.  and  Heb.  viii.  10 — 12. 

And  hence  the  rising  Redeemer  represents  it  as  the 
great  benefit  of  his  ascension,  triumph,  and  kingdom,  that 
he  will  thus  be  endued  with  all  power  and  authority  to 
send  down  the  great.  Teacher,  Advocate,  and  Comforter 
from  his  throne,  to  dwell  with  his  people,  to  lead  them 
into  all  truth ;  to  convince  of  sin,  righteousness,  and  judg¬ 
ment  ;  to  bestow  peace,  and  consolation,  and  all  the  bless- 
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ings  of  his  covenant  love  ;  and  never  more  to  depart  from 
his  church  to  the  end  of  time,  nor  from  the  heart  of  every 
believer  till  triumphant  in  glory.  (John  xiv.  16,  17 ;  xvi. 
7,  &c.)  This  is  the  true  source  and  support  of  that  spiri¬ 
tual  union  which,  on  the  part  of  man,  is  then  carried  on 
in  the  exercise  of  faith,  which  is  the  gift  of  Jesus,  and  of 
which  he  is  both  the  “  author  and  finisher.”  Hence  we 
are  generally  said  to  be  united  to  him  by  faith  ;  and,  in  the 
language  of  Scripture,  that  Christ  dwells  in  our  hearts  by 
faith ;  because  it  is  in  the  exercise  of  this  grace  that  we 
discern  his  fulness,  that  we  actually  receive  Christ  Jesus, — 
that  we  draw  out  of  his  fulness,  and  are  made  experimen¬ 
tal  partakers  of  all  the  blessings  of  his  salvation.  Accord  ¬ 
ing,  then,  to  the  degree  of  faith  will  always  be  the  degree 
of  fruitfulness  and  of  consolation  ;  while  all  spiritual  sup¬ 
plies  are  dependant  only  on  Christ  Jesus,  and  derived 
only  from  him.  The  established  means  of  receiving  those 
communications  is  faith,  and  the  growth  of  the  believer 
into  Christ  Jesus  will  always  correspond  with  the  energy 
of  his  faith  in  him,  while  this  grace  puts  an  honour  upon 
him  by  expecting  all  from  him.  For  this  reason,  the  Lord 
puts  an  honour  upon  it  by  the  bestowal  of  his  blessings;  for 
faith  is  but  the  simple  act  of  trusting  in  him  for  all,  waiting 
for  all  from  him,  and  thus  glorifying  his  fulness  and  all- 
sufficiency  ;  and  he  does,  as  it  were,  say  to  every  believer 
in  every  ordinance  and  duty,  “  Be  it  unto  thee  according 
to  thy  faith.”  To  faith  the  promise  is  made,  and  to  faith  it 
shall  be  fulfilled.  The  Lord  then  increase  our  faith.  Now 
hence  it  must  arise,  that  all  who  are  in  him,  partaking  of 
the  same  Spirit,  must  partake  also  of  the  same  nature  and 
temper  as  their  Lord.  This  union  communicates  a  similar 
virtue  as  the  tree  diffuses  its  juice  through  the  ingrafted 
branches ;  and,  when  the  Spirit  of  Christ  dwells  in  his 
people,  “  they  that  are  joined  to  the  Lord  are  one  spirit.” 
“  They  partake  of  the  root  and  fatness  of  the  olive-tree.” 
(Rom.  xi.  17.)  Here  the  allusion,  in  some  measure,  fails: 
the  stock,  though  it  communicates  life,  yet  does  not  com- 
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municatc  its  own  nature  :  the  branch  still  retains  its  own 
specific  kind  as  to  its  nature  and  fruits,  and  yet  it  is  the 
same  kind  of  vegetable  life  which  is  infused  and  carried 
on  by  the  vital  energy  of  the  stock  into  which  it  is  inserted; 
a  suitable  emblem  of  that  life  which  is  communicated  by 
the  Spirit  of  Jesus,  and  of  that  real  change  that  in  conse¬ 
quence  passes  upon  the  heart  of  all  his  people.  By  this 
they  are  created  anew  in  Christ  Jesus,  born  again  unto 
God  ;  the  design  of  which  is,  that  they  may  be  conformed 
to  the  image  of  his  Son,  made  like  unto  Christ  Jesus,  and 
created  anew  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness,  after  the 
image  of  him  that  created  them.  Most  assuredly  the  Spirit 
»  of  Christ  cannot  be  the  author  of  any  thing  which  is  con¬ 
trary  to  Christ.  Yea,  it  is  his  office  to  glorify  him,  to 
bring  his  people  to  delight  in  him,  and  sweetly  draw  them 
into  a  conformity  of  mind  and  will  to  him.  The  Spirit 
which  was  upon  Jesus  without  measure,  to  furnish  him  for 
his  work,  poured  according  to  its  measure  on  his  people, 
will  produce  the  same  effects.  They  are  armed  with  the 
same  mind,  they  are  brought  fo  entertain  the  same  hum¬ 
bling  and  humiliating  views  of  sin ;  to  acquiesce  in  the 
whole  plan  of  redeeming  grace  and  love :  they  behold  it, 
as  the  wisdom  and  the  power  of  God,  the  richest  display 
of  his  grace,  the  most  exalted  manifestation  of  his  right¬ 
eousness,  the  glorious  consummation  of  all  his  perfections. 
They,  therefore,  with  the  Apostle,  are  “  crucified  with 
Christ,”  yet  live  with  him  ;  yea,  live  by  his  living  in  them  ; 
and  the  life  they  live  in  the  flesh,  they  live  by  the  faith  of 
the  Son  of  God, — the  same  faith  which  he  exercised,  and 
by  which  he  triumphed  over  the  world,  and  which  led  him 
victorious  through  all  the  bitter  contempt,  sorrow,  and 
groans,  and  through  the  death  of  the  cross, — and  in  the 
exercise  of  that  faith  upon  him  whereby  all  his  fulness  is 
communicated  according  to  their  wants.  This  is  effected 
by  the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  through  the  means  and  in 
the  exercise  of  faith  in  them ;  and  while  he  is  their  exam¬ 
ple  and  their  pattern,  “  beholding  thus  by  faith,  as  in  a 


120 


SERIES  V.-— ESSAY  VIII. 


glass,  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  they  are  changed  into  the 
same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord.” 

The  necessary  effect,  therefore,  of  this  union  with  Christ 
will  be  fruitfulness  to  his  glory.  “  He  that  abideth  in 
me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  much  fruit.” 
The  Psalmist  has  given  us  a  beautiful  view  of  the  glory, 
grace,  and  sufficiency  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  union  of  his 
people  with  him,  by  the  communication  of  his  Spirit,  and 
the  glorious  effect  of  it,  under  a  similar  allusion.  The  be¬ 
liever  is  compared  to  a  tree  planted  by  the  water — by  the 
waters — by  the  rivers  of  waters,  constantly  and  unceasingly 
flowing  to  supply  its  vital  juice ;  and  therefore  it  bringeth 
forth  fruit  in  due  season ;  its  leaf,  or  its  very  topmost  shoot, 
shall  not  wither  ;  and  whatsoever  it  produces,  it  shall  bring 
it  to  maturity.  (Ps.  i.  8,  &c.)  It  is  the  nature  of  every  life 
to  tend  towards  its  perfection :  according  to  its  energies 
and  strength  it  must  appear  in  all  those  acts  which  are 
suited  to  it,  or  in  all  those  fruits  which  are  suited  to  its 
kind.  Thus  the  grace  of  God  bringing  salvation  will  teach 
to  deny  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  and  to  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly  in  this  present  world :  “  And  the 
fruits  of  righteousness,  which  are  by  Jesus  Christ  unto  the 
glory  and  praise  of  God,”  will  spring  from  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  his  life-giving  influence. 

Are  we,  then,  ingrafted  into  Christ  Jesus  by  his  Spirit  ? 
Or  are  we  yet  on  the  stock  of  nature,  bringing  forth  only 
its  corrupted  fruit,  while  spiritually  dead  to  God  ?  If  we 
are  alive  by  Christ,  we  are  alive  to  Christ  and  the  spi¬ 
ritual  blessings  of  his  salvation.  We  know  that  a  man  is 
alive  to  this  world  by  the  possession  of  powers  and  facul¬ 
ties  suited  to  its  exercises  and  the  enjoyment  of  its  bless¬ 
ings,  We  know  that  a  tree  is  alive  when  the  vital  juices 
are  communicated  fr©ifl  the  root,  and  appear  in  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  vegetation,  in'  the  verdure  of  the  leaves,  and  the 
production  of  fruit.  This  life  may  be  very  different  in  its 
degrees,  activity,  and  energy  ;  but  unless  there  be  some 
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such  appearances  of  its  effect,  the  tree  is  considered  as 
dead  and  useless.  So  it  must  be  in  spiritual  life.  There 
is  a  decided  distinction  between  life  and  death.  Though 
where  there  is  life,  it  may  be  but  as  the  grain  of  mustard 
seed  under  the  clod  beginning  to  vegetate  ;  or  as  the  full 
grown  tree  in  the  height  of  its  beauty  and  vigour.  So 
also  there  must  be  power  and  faculty  suited  to  the  exer¬ 
cise  and  enjoyment  of  the  Divine  life,  wherever  it  is  com¬ 
municated,  and  a  degree  of  spiritual  fruitfulness  in  the 
service  of  God.  If,  ingrafted  into  Christ  Jesus,  and  grow¬ 
ing  up  into  him,  we  shall  be  assuredly  like  him,  there  will 
be  truly  the  fruits  of  faith  and  love,  of  repentance  and 
deadness  to  the  world,  of  humiliation  for  sin,  and  depend- 
ance  on  the  grace  of  Jesus,  the  fruits  of  peace  and  joy 
in  the  Holy  Ghost,  of  gratitude  and  thankfulness,  and  of 
evangelical  obedience.  Whatever  place  or  situation  we 
hold  in  the  church  or  in  the  world,  there  it  will  be  our 
desire  to  honour  him,  and  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God 
our  Saviour  in  all  things.  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  we  have 
only  that  life  which  we  have  derived  from  Adam,  which  is 
all  the  life  of  a  natural  man,  though  we  may  possess  the 
highest  wisdom  of  this  world,  we  shall  be  ignorant  of  God 
and  spiritual  things :  “  for  the  natural  man  knoweth 
not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  they  are  foolishness 
unto  him  ;  neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they  arc 
spiritually  discerned.”  Hence  the  world,  wondering  at 
these  things,  account  them  foolish  and  insipid,  and  despise, 
with  a  darkened  understanding  and  a  carnal  heart,  the 
richest  blessings  of  Divine  grace  and  salvation.  These 
are  precious  and  desirable  to  the  renewed  mind,  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  delight  and  love,  but  unsuitable  and  unpleasing  to 
the  natural  heart  of  man,  as  altogether  contrary  to  the 
tenor  of  his  will  and  the  bias  of  his  carnal  affections. 
How  important,  then,  and  how  trying  is  this  view  of  the 
character  and  relation  of  the  Lord  to  his  people  !  It  may 
be  the  touch-stone  to  our  profession,  the  trial  of  our  re¬ 
ligious  experience,  the  proof  of  our  religious  affections, 
and  the  sure  determine*  of  our  state  before  God  ;  for  as 
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in  nature  the  unfruitful  branches  are  taken  off,  that  they 
may  not  be  a  detriment  to  the  tree,  so  it  is  in  grace  : 
“Every  branch  in  me*  that  beareth  not  fruit  he  taketh  away.’ 
And  again;  “  If  a  man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is  cast  forth  as 
a  branch,  and  is  withered  ;  and  men  gather  them,”  ( i.e  . 
the  withered  branches),  “  and  cast  them  into  the  fire,  and 
they  are  burned.”  The  Scripture  abounds  with  similar 
allusions,  to  the  conviction  and  alarm  of  the  careless  and 
fruitless  professor.  The  barren  fig-tree,  though  long  en¬ 
dured  with  patience,  if  it  continues  so,  shall  be  cut  down, 
and  the  kindest  Intercessor  shall  approve  the  judgment. 
“  The  earth  which  drinketh  in  the  rain  that  cometh  oft 
upon  it,  and  bringeth  forth  herbs  meet  for  them  by  whom 
it  is  dressed,  receiveth  blessing  from  God  ;  but  that  which 
beareth  thorns  and  briers  is  rejected,  and  is  nigh  unto 
cursing;  whose  end  is  to  be  burned.”  (Heb.  vi.  7,  8.) 
Serious  reflection !  May  it  lead  to  a  decisive  examination  of 
our  state  and  character,  and  discover  the  absolute  import¬ 
ance  of  something  more  than  a  mere  profession,  a  vital 
union  with  Jesus  by  his  Spirit  in  the  exercise  of  faith  ! 

But  as  the  pruning  knife  is  very  useful,  and  oftentimes 
the  most  necessary  to  a  fruitful  tree,  so  is  it  here  :  “  Every 
branch  that  beareth  fruit  he  purgeth  (or  pruneth)  it,  that 
it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit.”  (ver.  2.)  This,  no  doubt, 
O  believer !  is  the  gracious  design  of  all  thy  afflictions, 
trials,  and  temptations,  which  lop  off  the  excrescences,  or 
the  too  luxuriant  branches,  where  the  vital  moisture  might 
run  to  waste ;  which  bring  thee,  as  it  were,  closer  to  Jesus, 
unite  thee  more  decisively  with  the  Root,  and  render  the 
virtue  which  He  communicates  more  effectual  for  strength 
and  fruitfulness.  Be  not  then  surprised  at  the  most 
afflicting  and  humiliating  dispensations  of  a  covenant 
God :  they  are  wise,  they  are  gracious,  they  are  beneficial ; 

*  Our  Lord  here  speaks  according  to  the  outward  profession  ;  and, 
in  this  sense,  those  may,  in  a  general  way,  be  said  to  be  in  him,  who  are 
brought  into  his  church  by  the  external  ordinance  of  it,  though  never 
vitally  united  to  him.  Or  the  words,  as  some  have  conceived,  may  be 
rendered,  “  Every  branch  that  beareth  not  fruit  in  me,”  &c. 
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if  viewed  aright,  the  most  gracious  effects  would  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  them,  and  the  trial  of  faith  would  work  patience, 
and  experience,  and  hope, — a  hope  that  maketh  not. 
ashamed,  while  the  love  of  God  is  kiudly  shed  abroad 
in  the  heart  by  God  the  Holy  Ghost.  Let  them  be  the 
means  of  cutting  off  thy  worldly  attachment,  thy  carnal 
minded  ness,  thy  adherence  to  sense,  thy  fleshly  inclina¬ 
tions  ;  and  they  will  prove  the  greatest  blessings,  and  pre¬ 
pare  thee  for  the  greater  enjoyment  of  thy  Lord  and 
Saviour.  But  what  can  more  beautifully  or  decisively 
represent  thy  security,  O  believer!  Thy  life  is  now  in 
Christ  Jesus — “  hid  with  Christ  in  God  in  him  thou 
wast  placed  by  the  everlasting  love  of  the  Father,  in  the 
counsels  of  eternity,  and  hast  been  ingrafted  into  him  by 
the  grace  and  influence  of  his  Spirit,  poured  out  upon 
him.  It  has  flowed  to  thee;  and  the  promise  is  to  thee 
through  him.  “  This  is  my  covenant  with  them,  saitli  the 
Lord,  (with  all  his  people):  My  Spirit  that  is  upon  thee 
(no  doubt  the  redeemed  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
verse),  and  my  words,  which  I  have  put  in  thy  mouth, 
shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth 
of  thy  seed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  seed’s  seed, 
saith  the  Lord  Jehovah,  from  henceforth  and  for  ever.” 
(Isa.  lix.  21.)  Though  thy  faith  is  the  only  means  of 
enjoyment,  and  that  by  which  alone  the  communication 
can  be  made  out  of  the  fulness  of  Jesus  into  the  heart 
of  the  redeemed,  yet  this  faith  is  his  gift :  he  is  the 
author  and  the  finisher  of  it;  by  which  means  the  union 
becomes  inseparable  and  eternal  in  all  the  blessed  effects 
of  it.  The  believer  now  enjoys  a  portion  of  it  in  grace, 
but  soon  shall  enjoy  it  wholly  in  glory.  The  present  en¬ 
joyment  is  the  effect  of  his  eternal  purpose  and  grace,  and 
the  pledge  of  his  everlasting  love ;  and  while  the  whole  is 
secured  by  his  promise,  and  therefore  by  the  honour  of 
all  his  attributes  and  perfections,  and  the  credit  of  his 
faithfulness,  what  can  be  more  stable,  or  more  establish 
the  confidence  of  the  believer?  See  Heb.  vi.  1G — 20. 

He  will  not  suffer  a  branch  united  to  himself  to  be  cut 
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off :  when  he  gives  life,  it  is  life  eternal ;  and  they  who 
receive  it  shall  never  perish,  neither  shall  any  pluck  them 
out  of  his  hand,  &c.  In  the  merit  of  his  blood,  and  the 
imputation  of  his  righteousness,  he  has  now  completely 
removed  from  his  people  the  sentence  of  death.  Their 
pardon  and  justification  are  already  complete,  as  viewed 
in  him  by  the  Father,  and  therefore  the  enjoyment  of  them 
shall  soon  be  complete  also.  As  united  to  him  by  his 
Spirit,  they  are  partakers  of  a  new  life;  which,  though 
subjected  here  to  many  interruptions  and  vicissitudes, 
shall  never  be  destroyed,  but  issue  in  a  complete  con¬ 
formity  to  him,  and  enjoyment  of  him  in  glory. — Let  it  be 
thy  ambition,  O  believer !  to  render  it  more  evident  now, 
by  the  abundance  of  thy  fruitfulness.  Rejoice  in  that 
unchanging  and  inexhaustible  fulness  of  all  grace,  from 
which  you  derive  your  supplies :  keep  closer  to  him  in 
faith,  and  thy  union  will  be  brought  more  into  communion; 
the  vital  communication  from  the  living  root  shall  increase 
the  energy  of  thy  life,  form  thee  into  his  likeness,  and  in¬ 
crease  thy  fruit  of  righteousness,  peace,  and  joy.  Abide 
then  in  him,  in  the  fullest  exercise  of  faith ;  for  as  the 
branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself  except  it  abide  in  the 
vine,  no  more  can  ye  except  ye  abide  in  him ;  “  1  am,” 
says  he,  “  the  Vine,  ye  are  the  branches:  he  that  abidelh 
in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  much  fruit; 
but  separate  from  me  ye  can  do  nothing.” 
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Friendship  is  one  of  the  most  pleasing  affections  of  the 
human  mind.  It  springs  from  sentiment  the  most  pure 
and  generous  ;  is  productive  of  some  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  scenes  of  life ;  and  gives  rise  to  the  most  tender  and 
kind,  the  boldest  and  the  most  heroic,  actions. 

We  value  ourselves  upon  our  friends,  especially  if  they 
are  high  and  honourable :  the  greater  condescension  on 
their  part  is  the  more  reputable  to  us,  and  confers  upon 
us  the  greater  honour;  and  yet,  could  we  call  the  most 
noble  and  mighty  upon  earth  by  that  endearing  appellation, 
it  would  be  altogether  mean  and  insignificant  in  com¬ 
parison  of  calling  him  our  Friend,  who  is  the  Lord  of  all. 
This,  however,  is  one  of  those  characters  which  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  condescends  to  sustain,  even  to  sinners ;  to 
shew  the  tenderness  of  his  heart,  the  greatness  of  his 
love,  his  solicitude  for  their  good,  the  abundance  of  his 
blessings,  and  the  nearness  of  intimacy  to  which  he  admits 
them.  “  Henceforth  (says  he)  I  call  you  not  servants, 
but  friends;  for  the  servant  knoweth  not  what  his  Lord 
doeth,”  &c. — In  considering  the  characters  of  friendship, 
we  shall  observe  that  they  all  meet  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  most  perfect  and  the  most  exalted  manner  ;  in  tbeir 
most  kind  and  tender  display,  and  in  their  most  beneficial 
consequences.  Nor  can  we  wish  for  greater  honour  or 
happiness,  than  to  be  able  with  the  church  to  say,  “  This 
is  my  Friend  .”  In  a  more  general  manner,  we  call  him  a 
friend,  who,  in  the  exercise  of  tenderness  and  compassion, 
relieves  the  wants  of  another,  or  who  is  desirous  of  promoting 
his  interest,  though  there  may  be  no  particular  intimacy 
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subsisting  between  them.  And  in  this  respect  we  may 
consider  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  one  of  his  most  delight¬ 
ful  characters,  as  the  Friend  of  Sinners.  He  condescends 
to  them  in  a  state  of  wretchedness  to  which  there  is  no 
parallel,  and  humbled  himself  even  to  become  like  one  of 
them  :  he  procured  deliverance  for  them  in  a  way  infinitely 
beyond  the  displays  of  human  affection :  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  for  their  benefit  and  salvation,  and  bestows  blessings 
upon  them  to  which  all  the  glories  of  earth  can  bear  no 
comparison.  That  a  powerful  monarch,  touched  with  com¬ 
passion,  should  become  the  friend  of  his  rebellious  subjects, 
and  devise  every  means  to  do  them  good,  would  perhaps 
be  as  striking  an  instance  of  kindness  as  any  one  on  earth. 
But  how  insignificant  in  comparison  of  the  Son  of  God,  one 
in  the  Divine  nature  and  glory,  the  ever-blessed  Jesus, 
become  the  Friend  of  Sinners  !  The  means  which  were 
necessary,  the  means  which  he  condescended  to  take,  to 
effect  this  purpose,  exalt  ihe  nature  of  his  compassion :  never 
could  any  creature  stoop  so  low  to  find  objects  on  which  to 
place  his  affections,  to  discover  his  forgiveness,  or  to  lavish 
his  benignity.  ts  Ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who,  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  became 
poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty  might  become  rich.” 
Though  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thinking  it  not  robbery 
to  be  equal  with  God,  he  emptied  himself,  and  became  of 
no  reputation  to  enrich  us.  He  suffered  that  we  might 
have  deliverance  ;  the  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon 
him;  and  in  his  love  to  his  church  he  gave  himself  for  it, 
an  offering  and  a  sacrifice  to  God  for  a  sweet  smelling 
savour.  And  how  gracious,  how  engaging,  the  character 
which  he  now  sustains;  who,  having  procured  salvation 
by  his  condescension,  ever  liveth  in  his  glory  to  bestow 
it,  and  invite  guilty  sinners  to  come  and  be  the  rich  par¬ 
takers  of  it !  “  Come,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 

laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.”  Still  he  delights  to  bear 
the  character  for  which  on  earth  he  was  despised,  the 
Friend  of  publicans  and  sinners :  still  he  raiseth  the  poor 
out  ol  the  dust,  and  lifteth  up  the  beggar  from  the  dung- 


FRIEND.  127 

hill,  to  set  them  among  princes,  and  to  make  them  inhabit 
the  throne  of  glory.  (1  Sam.  ii.  8;  Psalm  cxiii.  5 — 8.) 

The  Apostle  has  beautifully  represented  the  amazing 
greatness  and  unmerited  nature  of  this  love,  by  describing 
the  objects  of  it  as  naturally  ungodly,  sinners,  and  ene¬ 
mies  :  “  When  we  were  yet  without  strength,  in  due  time 
Christ  died  for  the  ungodly”  —  “  While  we  were  yet 
sinners,  Christ  died  for  us” — “  When  we  were  enemies, 
we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son.” 
What  love  can  ever  bear  comparison  with  this  !  and,  as 
the  Friend  of  Sinners,  we  may  always  come  to  him ;  for 
“  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  say.  Come:  and  let  him  that 
heareth  say.  Come  :  and  let  him  that  is  athirst  come;  and 
whosoever  will,  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely.” 

But  we  generally  speak  of  friendship  in  a  more  peculiar 
sense ;  as  that  union  of  affection  and  esteem  which  arises 
from  something  which  we  account  excellent  and  valuable 
in  the  object  of  our  regard  ;  which  leads  to  a  desire  of 
each  other’s  society ;  to  a  communication  of  designs  and 
counsels;  to  mutual  love  and  mutual  antipathies;  to  a 
union  of  interests  and  a  communication  of  blessings.  True, 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  can  find  nothing  worthy  of  regard 
in  those  he  takes  into  his  friendship  :  but  he  makes  them 
what  he  approves  ;  and  when  he  brings  them  to  himself, 
then  this  happy  union  and  delightful  communion  takes 
place.  And  if  we  consider  the  qualities  which  may  be 
expected  in  a  friend,  we  shall  find  that  he  possesses  them 
all,  and  that  in  all  he  infinitely  excels. 

The  basis  of  all  friendship  is,  an  inward  sentiment  of 
the  kindest  regard  and  esteem.  Without  this  there  can 
be  none  of  those  exercises  and  kind  offices  which  friend¬ 
ship  requires.  But  if  we  take  a  view  of  the  love  of  his 
heart  towards  his  people,  as  represented  in  the  Scripture, 
how  infinitely  it  rises  above  all  comparison! — as  high 
above  all  human  principles  as  the  heavens  are  above  the 
earth.  It  is  a  love  that  is  suitable  to,  and  corresponds 
only  with,  his  own  excellency  and  perfections,  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  meanness  of  the  object,  but  bis  own  dignity  and 
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glory.  But,  arising  from  everlasting,  it  is  bounded  only, 
if  vve  may  so  speak,  with  the  extent  of  everlasting  ages. 
He  looked  when  there  was  none  to  help  :  when  there 
was  none  to  uphold,  his  own  arm  brought  salvation  to  him. 
“  With  everlasting  kindness  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee, 
saith  the  Lord,  thy  Redeemer.  As  I  have  sworn  that  the 
waters  of  Noah  should  no  more  go  over  the  earth,  so  have 
I  sworn  that  I  would  not  be  wroth  with  thee  nor  rebuke 
thee ;  for  the  mountains  shall  depart  and  the  hills  be  re¬ 
moved,  but  my  kindness  shall  not  depart  from  thee,  neither 
shall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed,  saith  Jehovah, 
who  hath  mercy  on  thee.”  Compare  Jer.  xxxi.  3,  Isaiah 
Ixiii.  9,  and  liv.  8 — 10. 

Those  friendships  are  the  objects  of  God’s  approbation 
which  have  led  to  the  acts  of  the  greatest  condescension  : 
but  what  condescension  can  compare  to  his?  The  God  of 
heaven  and  earth  condescending  into  the  nature  of  his  crea¬ 
ture  ;  to  suffer  for  his  sins;  to  take  that  creature  and  sinner 
into  union  with  himself ;  admit  him  into  all  the  enjoyments 
of  his  love,  the  delights  of  his  presence,  the  communication 
of  his  favour,  till  he  hath  raised  him  from  earth  to  heaven, 
into  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  Divine  glories  ?  Never 
shall  we  be  able  properly  to  conceive  of  such  astonishing 
condescension  to  accomplish  such  designs  of  love :  it  is 
impossible  to  find  an  equal  on  earth,  since  none  of  the 
sons  of  men  could  ever  stoop  from  such  exalted  dignity  to 
such  debasement  and  suffering,  nor  ever  raise  the  object 
of  their  regard  to  such  an  height  of  felicity  and  glory. 
Eternity  itself  will  never  sufficiently  praise  such  love  as 
this  !  Surely  that  love  which  could  bear  with,  rise  su¬ 
perior  to,  and  at  length  overcome,  the  enmity  of  his  people’s 
heart,  and  devise  the  effectual  means  of  bringing  them  back 
to  himself,  must  be  felt  as  great  indeed  when  their  hearts 
are  graciously  reconciled  to  him,  when  they  are  brought 
to  delight  in  him,  and  to  desire  the  enjoyment  of  his  pre¬ 
sence  as  their  highest  pleasure.  When  we  trace  this  love 
up  into  its  eternal  source  ;  when  we  behold  it  flowing  down 
to  us  in  the  confidence  of  the  Redeemer;  when  we  see  it 
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burning  with  au  invisible  ardour  upon  the  cross,  where 
many  waters  could  not  quench  its  flame ;  when  we  con¬ 
template  it  in  its  energies,  as  superior  to  the  rebellion  of 
the  human  heart,  and  the  many  provocations  of  a  corrupt 
nature,  we  must  say,  Behold,  “  his  ways  are  not  as  our 
ways,  nor  are  his  thoughts  as  our  thoughts  His  love  is 
an  height,  a  depth,  a  length  and  breadth,  which  passeth 
understanding.  (Ephes.  iii.  18,  19.) 

The  Prophet  has  described  it  in  animated  language, 
suited  to  raise  the  return  of  gratitude  and  confidence  in 
his  people.  “  The  Lord  hath  taken  away  thy  judgments  ; 
he  hath  cast  out  thine  enemy  ;  thou  shalt  not  see  evil  any 
more  :  therefore  sing,  O  daughter  of  Zion;  shout,  O  Israel; 
be  glad  and  rejoice  with  all  the  heart,  O  daughter  of 
Jerusalem.  Jehovah  thy  God  in  the  midst  of  thee  is 
mighty ;  he  will  save,  he  will  rejoice  over  thee  with  joy ; 
he  will  rest  in  his  love ;  he  will  joy  over  thee  with  singing : 
therefore  fear  not,  Zion,  nor  let  thy  hands  be  slack,”  &c. 
(Zeph.  iii.  14 — 17.)  Well  might  the  prophet  esteem  this 
loving-kindness  better  than  life,  in  which  the  heart  of  the 
real  believer  will  most  cordially  join  him. 

But  the  love  of  friendship  is  a  tender  thing,  and  the 
more  sincere  the  more  delicate :  it  cannot  bear  with 
slights,  neglect,  or  injuries.  And  so  is  that  of  the  Lord 
our  Saviour :  let  his  people  know  that,  though  he  feels  the 
kindness  of  their  affections,  he  is  wounded  by  their  neg¬ 
lects  and  ingratitude,  though  he  will  heal  their  backsliding, 
and  love  them  freely,  and  turn  away  his  anger  from  them. 
(Hosea  xiv.  1—4,  &c.) 

Those  little  attentions,  which  others  disregard,  are  the 
natural  and  genial  effects  of  friendship ;  without  which  it 
becomes  liable  to  suspicion  and  corroding  jealousies.  But 
the  friendship  even  of  a  David  and  Jonathan  (1  Sam. 
xx. ;  2  Sam.  i.  19 — 27)  is  but  a  very  inadequate  repre¬ 
sentation  of  that  love  which  the  Redeemer  bears  to  his 
people,  and  of  that  which  they  ought  to  bear  to  him.  The 
meanest  of  our  concerns  are  the  object  of  his  attention  and 
solicitude;  and  their  welfare  the  great  design  of  all  his 
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dealings  with  his  people,  or  towards  them,  in  the  general 
dispensations  of  his  providence  and  grace.  We  expect  also, 
from  a  friend,  discretion  and  friendly  advice.  “  Ointment 
and  perfume  rejoice  the  heart:  so  doth  the  sweetness  of  a 
man’s  friend,  by  hearty  counsel.”  (Prov.  xxvii.  9.) 

We  think  ourselves  happy  when  we  have  a  friend,  upon 
whose  wisdom  we  may  implicitly  rely ;  whose  counsel, 
from  a  full  persuasion  of  his  superior  knowledge  and  dis¬ 
cernment,  we  may  confidently  take.  But  none  teacheth 
like  him.  Where  shall  we  find  a  friend  who  is  infinitely 
wise,  who  is  wisdom  itself  ?  But  here,  He  who  is  the 
essential  Wisdom,  offers  himself  as  the  counsellor,  and 
becomes  the  wisdom,  of  his  people  ;  “  made  of  God  unto 
us  wisdom.”  If  he  teach  them  by  his  word,  well  may  he 
say,  “  Oh  that  there  were  such  an  heart  in  them,  that  they 
would  fear  me,  and  keep  all  my  commandments  always; 
that  it  might  he  well  with  them,  and  with  their  children  for 
ever!”  (Deut.  v.  29.)  If  he  teacheth  them  by  his  Spirit,  the 
Spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation,  he  shall  guide  them  into 
all  the  truth,  and  make  them  wise  unto  salvation.  Never 
can  they  get  into  sorrow  or  distress  till  they  forget  his  di¬ 
rections,  or  deviate  from  his  advice.  These  are  not  his 
doings :  his  words  do  good  to  them  that  walk  uprightly. 
(Mic.  ii.  7.) 

But  he  stands  engaged,  in  his  providence,  to  guide  all 
their  concerns  :  and  how  wisely  and  beneficially  must  those 
be  arranged,  which  have  the  direction  of  Infinite  Wisdom, 
influenced  by  his  covenant  and  unbounded  love  !  To  com¬ 
mit  all  things  into  his  hands  is  the  principle  of  the  believer ; 
and,  when  faith  is  enabled  to  do  it,  he  accepts  the  trust ; 
and  sweet  is  the  peace  and  safe  the  confidence,  that  reposes 
on  his  trust. 

Mutual  confidence  is  indeed  the  cement  of  friendship : 
without  which  it  soon  loses  its  energies,  and  sinks  into 
mere  generalities,  and  unmeaning  profession.  It  is  usual 
for  friends  to  confide  to  each  other  their  most  important 
purposes,  designs,  and  counsels;  as  the  proof  of  love,  and 
the  means  of  increasing  its  exercises.  Our  Lord  himself 
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uses  this  idea,  to  shew  the  love  which  he  bore  to  his  dis¬ 
ciples  while  on  earth:  “  Henceforth  I  call  you  not  ser¬ 
vants,  for  the  servant  knoweth  not  what  his  lord  doeth  ; 
but  I  have  called  you  friends,  for  all  things  that  I  have 
heard  of  my  Father  I  have  made  known  unto  you.”  (John 
xv.  15.)  He  had  discovered  to  them  those  things  which  an¬ 
cient  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  kings  had  desired  to  see,  but 
had  not  seen  them  ;  and  would  have  taught  them  still  more 
of  the  nature  of  his  kingdom,  of  the  doctrine  and  truths  of 
his  mission,  and  the  blessings  of  his  dispensation,  had  they 
been  able  to  understand  or  to  receive  them.  (John  xvi.  12.) 

When  therefore  he  had  prepared  them  for  this  commu¬ 
nication,  by  the  enlightening  influences  of  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  then  he  poured  into  their  minds  the  knowledge  of 
divine  things,  in  a  most  ample  and  extensive  manner.  The 
disciples  themselves  knew  but  little  of  the  nature  of  his 
design,  or  of  his  blessings,  till  thus  instructed :  and  the 
persona]  teaching  of  the  Lord  himself  bore  no  compa¬ 
rison  with  the  importance  of  those  truths  which  he  then 
conveyed,  by  the  teaching  of  his  Spirit,  to  their  understand¬ 
ings  and  their  hearts.  Thus  also  he  now  prepares  his 
church,  and  every  believer,  for  the  communication  of  his 
love  ;  and  then  manifests  himself  to  them,  as  he  doth  not 
unto  the  world  :  “  for  the  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them 
that  fear  him,  and  he  will  shew  them  his  covenant.”  (Ps. 
xxv.  14  ;  Prov.  iii.  32.)  The  promise  of  this  friendly  inter¬ 
course  was  not  given  exclusively  to  bis  disciples  :  it  is  the 
blessing  designed  for,  and  communicated  to,  all  who  love  his 
name.  “  He  that  loveth  me  shall  be  loved  of  my  Father  ; 
and  I  will  love  him,  and  will  manifest  myself  to  him.  And  my 
Father  will  love  him ;  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make 
our  abode  with  him.”  (John  xiv.  21 — 23.)  If  then  the  believ¬ 
er  be  a  partaker  of  communications  of  the  Redeemer  himself, 
to  which  the  world  is  a  stranger,  no  wonder  if  the  world 
should  deny  their  reality ;  but  surely  the  promise  of  the 
Saviour  must  have  a  most  important  meaning ;  nor  shall  the 
believer,  whose  heart  is  devoted  to  love  the  Lord,  plead  it 
at  the  Throne  of  Grace,  or  expect  its  fulfilment,  in  vain. 
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Sweet  are  those  seasons  of  peace  and  joy ;  when,  in  the 
means  of  his  grace,  attended  by  the  secret  drawings  and 
illuminating  influences  of  his  Spirit,  he  leads  his  people 
into  the  secret  chambers  of  his  love;  when,  while  com¬ 
mitting  all  their  concerns  to  him,  and  opening  to  him  the 
desires  of  their  heart,  he  manifests  his  favour  to  their 
souls,  and  leads  them  into  the  most  intimate  views  of  his 
wonderful  person,  his  covenant  characters,  and  his  re¬ 
vealed  designs  of  love  and  grace.  This,  though  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  word,  oftentimes  lies  there  unperceived, 
till  that  Divine  Teacher  brings  all  things  to  remem¬ 
brance  ;  takes  of  the  things  of  Christ,  and  shews  them  to 
his  people ;  and  thus  glorifies  his  name,  and  makes  him 
more  and  more  precious,  by  exciting  the  lively  exercises 
of  faith  upon  his  revealed  glories. 

Were  the  believer  to  expect  more,  he  would  receive 
more  :  were  he  to  put  the  truth  and  faithfulness  of  God  to 
trial,  by  pleading  the  promise  of  his  word,  he  would  find 
it  more  abundantly  discovered;  and,  while  by  the  exercise 
of  faith  and  simple  dependance  upon  the  Saviour,  he  gives 
him  the  honour  of  his  unreserved  confidence,  would  find 
the  return  of  his  love,  like  the  mutual  return  of  friendly 
intercourse,  where  correspondent  affection  meeting  in  the 
breast  secures  correspondent  exercises  of  regard  and  the 
repose  of  mutual  confidence. 

But  how  sweet  is  that  sympathy  of  friendship,  which  is 
most  sensibly  excited  in  the  times  of  distress,  and  which 
then  affords  its  most  salutary  counsels,  and  is  then  most 
ready  to  administer  its  consolation  to  the  heart  of  a  friend  ! 
A  friend  lovetb  at  all  times,  and  a  brother  is  born  for 
adversity.  (Prov.  xvii.  17.)  Such,  in  the  most  eminent 
manner,  is  the  Friend  of  Sinners.  The  friendship  of  this 
wTorld  is  oftentimes  but  a  sordid  passion,  formed  for  the 
purposes  of  advantage,  and  dependant  upon  the  tide  of 
prosperity.  When  this  begins  to  ebb,  its  fervour  begins 
to  decline;  and  is  entirely  carried  away  by  the  reflux  of 
honour,  wealth,  or  power.  But  the  time  of  adversity  is 
the  peculiar  season  for  the  trial,  and  the  proof  of  friend- 
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ship,  in  its  tenderest  and  most  endearing  exercises :  nor 
shall  the  believer  then  expect  these  in  vain,  from  his 
heavenly  and  eternal  Friend.  The  condescensions  of  his 
humanity  are  the  best  pledges  of  his  tenderest  regard, 
now  that  he  is  exalted  upon  the  throne  of  God.  He 
who  suffered,  being  tempted,  is  able  also  to  succour  them 
that  are  tempted  :  he  who  was  in  all  points  tempted  like 
as  we  are,  though  without  sin,  must  be  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  infirmities.  So  his  church  of  old  experienced 
his  regard,  “  when  in  all  their  afflictions  he  was  afflicted ;” 
when  the  Angel  of  Jehovah’s  Presence  saved  them,  when 
in  his  love  and  in  his  pity  he  redeemed  them  and  bare 
them,  and  carried  them  all  the  days  of  old;  still  his  cha¬ 
racter  is,  “  the  refuge  of  the  oppressed,  the  refuge  in  the 
time  of  trouble still  he  bids  his  people  to  call  upon  him 
in  the  time  of  trouble;  he  will  deliver  them,  and  they  shall 
glorify  him :  still  when  they  pass  through  the  waters  he 
will  be  with  them,  and  through  the  rivers  they  shall  not 
overflow  them ;  when  they  walk  through  the  fire  they  shall 
not  be  burnt,  neither  shall  the  flame  kindle  upon  them. 
(See  Heb.  ii.  17,  18;  iv.  15:  Isa.  Ixiii.  9:  Ps.  ix.  9:  Isa. 
xliii.  2,  &c.) 

Not  like  the  mistaken  friends  of  holy  Job,  who  argued 
from  his  afflictions  the  certainty  of  hypocrisy  and  guilt. 
But  the  true  Elihu,  he  administers  the  balm  of  consolation  ; 
clears  up  the  whole,  and  justifies  the  ways  of  God  to 
man ;  and  while,  by  wise  and  prudent  counsel,  he  brings 
the  mind  into  a  suitable  frame,  directs  it,  in  the  way  of 
peace,  to  final  deliverance.  His  presence  can  make  all 
things  easy  to  the  mind  of  his  believing  people;  and  when 
he  speaks  peace  none  can  give  trouble.  What  a  Friend  is 
this  in  such  a  world  of  uncertainty  and  misery  !  May  this 
Friend  be  mine  ;  and  may  every  scene  of  trial  ever  pre¬ 
sent  him  to  my  heart ! 

But  the  affection  of  friendship  will  easily  lead  to  rejoice 
in,  and  endeavour  io  promote,  the  interest  and  prosperity 
of  a  friend.— Then  let  his  church  say  continually,  Let  the 
Lord  be  magnified,  who  hath  pleasure  in  the  prosperity  of 
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his  servants.  For  this  very  purpose  he  promises  his  con¬ 
tinual  presence :  I  will  not  depart  from  them  that  I  may 
do  them  good  ;  but  I  will  put  my  fear  into  their  hearts, 
that  they  may  not  depart  from  me.  (Jer.  xxxii.  40,  41 .) 
But  a  wise  friend  will  consult  what  is  alone  the  true 
interest  and  real  prosperity  of  the  object  of  his  regard  ; 
and  as  Infinite  Wisdom  must  often,  in  this  respect,  judge 
very  differently  from  the  opinion  we  should  form,  the  way 
of  the  Lord  will  oftentimes  appear  to  us  as  bearing  a 
different  aspect,  when  they  are  designed  alone  in  love. 
Earthly  prosperity  is  oftentimes  destructive,  and  generally 
injurious  to  the  soul:  therefore,  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he 
chasteneth,  &c.  And  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  to  make 
them  partakers  of  his  holiness,  as  the  light  of  eternity  will 
discover.  (See  Heb.  xii.  1 — 12.) 

Nothing  constitutes  a  surer  mark  of  real  friendship, 
than  the  kindness  of  reproof ;  nor  can  any  thing  more 
entirely  discover  true  wisdom,  than  to  know  how  to  re¬ 
prove  aright.  For  open  rebuke  is  better  than  secret  (i.e. 
ineffective)  love ;  and  faithful  are  the  wounds  of  a  friend, 
when  the  kisses  of  an  enemy  are  deceitful.  (Prov.  xxvii. 
5,  6.)  But  his  rebukes  are  always  those  of  a  friend ; 
designed  to  promote  that  best  of  all  interests,  that  the  soul 
may  prosper  and  be  in  health.  Whatever  therefore  may 
be  the  aspect  of  the  dispensations  of  his  providence,  his 
designs  are  invariably  the  same.  He  hath  united  his  own 
interest  with  the  interest  of  his  people ;  his  glory  with 
their  salvation.  His  honour,  his  faithfulness,  and  truth, 
stand  engaged  to  accomplish  his  designs  of  love.  To 
bring  his  people  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  blessings,  was 
the  joy  which  was  set  before  him,  for  which  he  endured 
the  cross,  despising  the  shame ;  and  shall  he  not  then 
rejoice  and  triumph  in  the  actual  fulfilment  of  his  designs? 
In  the  best  of  all  senses,  “  they  shall  prosper  who  love 
him and  whatever  difficulties,  trials,  temptations,  or 
afflictions  may  strew  the  path  of  his  people,  **  all  things 
shall  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  and 
are  the  called  according  to  his  purpose.” 


FRIEND. 


135 


But  it  is  the  delight  of  friendship, — 

To  communicate  blessings,  and  bestow  its  gifts,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  uttermost  of  its  ability. — Here  a  glorious  field 
of  meditation  opens,  that  excites  our  expectation  and  de¬ 
mands  our  gratitude.  O  how  great  is  that  goodness  which 
thou  hast  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  thee !  Eye  hath  not 
seen,  nor  ear  heard,  what  he  hath  provided  for  his  people. 
What,  indeed,  can  he  deny  who  hath  given  himself  for 
them  ;  who  hath  redeemed  them  with  his  own  blood  ;  who 
gives  his  life  for  their  ransom,  his  body  and  soul  to  the  bit¬ 
terest  suffering ;  his  body  to  the  cross  and  the  grave,  his 
soul  to  the  sword  of  justice  and  the  wrath  of  his  heavenly 
Father?  Having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  them, 
he  gives  now  his  Spirit  and  grace  to  prepare  them  for  it : 
he  hath  given  his  word,  and  the  ministers  of  his  Gospel > 
to  lead  them  on  towards  it :  “  Yea,  all  things  are  for  their 
sake,  that  the  abundant  grace  might,  through  the  thanks¬ 
giving  of  many,  redound  to  the  glory  of  God.”  (2  Cor.  iv. 
15.)  He  is  exalted  on  high  wiih  almighty  power,  as  head 
over  all,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  eternal  life  to  as  many 
as  were  given  him  ;  and  he  will  give  grace  that  he  may 
give  glory,  and  no  good  thing  will  he  deny  to  his  people. 
(Psal.  lxxxiv.  11.)  Their  expectation,  therefore,  from  their 
heavenly  Friend,  is  no  other  than  an  exceeding  great  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory;  the  inheritance  that  is  incorruptible, 
undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven 
for  those  who  are  now  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through 
faith,  unto  salvation,  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  last 
time,  &c.  (1  Pet.  i.  4,  5.)  Like  the  blessing  of  Joseph,  it 
shall  “  extend  to  the  utmost  bound  of  the  everlasting  hills.” 
For  as  friendship  delights  in  the  society  of  a  friend,  so 
hath  the  Friend  of  Sinners  determined,  that  where  he  is, 
there  all  his  people  shall  be.  While  here  on  earth,  he 
delights  to  come  down  to  them  in  his  word  and  ordinances, 
and  to  reveal  himself  to  their  faith  ;  but  soon  he  will  raise 
them  to  be  with  him  in  the  kingdom  of  his  glory,  to  see 
him  as  he  is,  to  sit  with  him  on  his  throne,  to  participate 
his  glories,  to  share  his  victory,  to  divide  his  joys.  “  Fa- 
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ther,  I  will  that  they  also  whom  thou  hast  given  me  be  with 
me  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  the  glory  which  thou 
hast  given  me.”  (John  xvii.  24.) 

This  is  the  Friend  of  his  people.  Is  he  my  Friend  ! — a 

question  truly  of  the  utmost  importance  ;  but  how  shall 

I  determine  it  ?  Perhaps  the  answer  cannot  be  obtained 

with  greater  certainty  than  by  answering  another  question, 

Art  thou  his  ?  He  is  the  Friend  of  Sinners  :  this  affords 

encouragement  for  the  humblest  penitent  to  seek  to  him  ; 

nor  shall  anv  one  of  this  character  seek  in  vain.  When  for 
•/ 

friendship  there  must  be  a  similarity  of  disposition,  two 
can  never  walk  together  except  they  be  agreed  :  to  this 
disposition  his  Spirit  forms  his  people,  and  thus  introduces 
them  to  that  communion  with  the  Redeemer,  which,  once 
begun,  though  interrupted  in  its  exercises,  shall  never  be 
broken  off,  nor  ever  end.  For  when  our  hearts  are  seek¬ 
ing  after  him  with  a  disposition  to  enjoy  his  blessings, 
we  have  the  promise  of  his  faithful  word  that  he  will  be¬ 
come  ours  for  every  purpose  of  grace  and  salvation  :  but 
with  a  disposition  in  opposition  to  his  grace,  and  the  nature 
and  design  of  his  salvation,  governed  by  the  world,  and  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  things  of  time  and  sense,  not  only  is  the 
friendship  of  the  Saviour  unknown,  but  it  will  be  impos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  enjoy  it.  The  friendship  of  the  world  is 
enmity  with  God  :  he,  therefore,  that  will  be  a  friend  of 
the  world,  is  the  enemy  of  God.  (James  iv.  4.)  Hence 
the  world  and  Christ  are  strangers  to  each  other;  nor 
can  there  be  any  spiritual  communion  where  there  is  no 
union,  disposition,  affection,  or  desire  ;  nor  let  the  care¬ 
less  or  the  sensual  ever  think  that  they  are  the  friends  of 
Christ,  whatever  profession  they  may  make  of  his  name, 
or  attachment  may  manifest  to  his  cause.  Union  with 
Jesus  by  faith  is  the  only  proof  of  interest  in  him,  and 
the  only  mean  of  communion  with  him.  This  alone  is 
true  religion  :  how  exalted  in  its  nature,  and  how  happy 
in  its  exercises  !  It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
upon  the  heart,  bringing  into  the  knowledge  and  love 
of  Christ,  carried  on  by  a  friendly  intercourse  and  com- 
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munion  with  him  in  his  word,  promises,  and  ordinances. 
This,  while  it  is  a  happy,  will  be  a  holy  state.  It  arises 
from  the  love  of  Christ  manifested  to  the  heart,  pro¬ 
ducing  the  returns  of  love  to  him.  Hence  arise  those 
joys  which  the  world  knows  not  of,  and  therefore  denounces 
as  enthusiasm  and  folly  ;  but  the  believer,  in  union  and 
communion  with  his  Lord,  knows  that  they  are  real, 
which  he  is  encouraged  to  expect  from  the  promises  of 
his  Saviour,  and  which  he  actually  enjoys  in  the  exercises 
of  faith  upon  him.  As  the  nature  of  true  religion  in  this 
union  and  communion  with  the  Lord  Jesus  is  little  un¬ 
derstood,  and  is  so  little  experienced  among  professed 
Christians,  religion  itself  is  thought  to  be  gloomy,  though 
the  only  source  of  true  happiness.  “  Acquaint  thyself, 
(says  the  word  of  truth)  with  him,  and  be  at  peace:”  be 
in  habits  of  intimacy  with  the  God  of  salvation:  thence 
shall  thy  peace  flow  abundantly,  and  be  eternally  secured, 
as  the  word  signifies,  when  the  pleasures  of  the  world  are 
passed  away  and  are  no  more. 

But,  while  in  this  common  expression  of  friendship, 
we  find  a  faint,  though  corresponding,  emblem,  of  the 
union  of  the  Lord  Jesus  and  his  people,  there  are 
peculiarities  which  spring  from  his  own  nature  and  glory, 
in  which  it  rises  infinitely  beyond,  which  exalt  the  be¬ 
liever’s  views  of  Ins  amazing  compassion,  and  secure  their 
confidence  of  expectation.  His  was  at  the  first  unmerited 
and  undeserved  :  it  originated  in  his  own  heart:  it  fixed 
itself  upon  sinners;  not  as  holy  or  excellent,  but  determined 
to  make  them  such;  to  cleanse  them  from  pollution,  and 
fit  them  for  his  society  and  glory.  (Ezek.  xvi.) 

It  was  the  most  disinterested  in  its  nature  and  exer¬ 
cise.  If  all  the  angels  in  the  heavenly  world  could  never 
have  added  to  his  glory  or  happiness,  what  can  rebels  do ; 
enemies,  polluted  creatures  of  an  earthly  world  ?  Ours 
alone  is  the  advantage,  his  the  honour  alone,  of  sovereign 
and  abounding  grace,  and  the  manifestation  of  his  glory  to 
heaven  and  earth. 
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His  friendship  is  most  faithful.—  How  difficult  is  this 
to  find  in  a  world  of  men !  but  he  is  the  Friend  that 
sticketh  closer  than  a  brother.  Having  made  exceeding 
great  and  precious  promises,  they  are  all  yea  and  amen  in 
Christ  Jesus  :  not  one  shall  ever  fail,  notwithstanding  the 
unworthiness  of  the  object,  the  folly  of  backsliding,  the 
guilt  of  their  neglect  and  wandering  affections  ;  for 

His  friendship  is  unchangeable. — “  I  am  the  Jehovah, 
I  change  not:  therefore  ye  sons  of  Jacob  are  not  consumed.” 
How  often  has  the  best  believer  found  the  wandering  of 
affection,  the  changeableness  of  frames,  and  unfaithful¬ 
ness  to  his  most  solemn  engagements  !  How  often,  there¬ 
fore,  might  he  have  rejected  the  best  of  his  people,  but 
that  he  liateth  putting  away  !  His  love,  therefore,  stands 
engaged  to  restore  their  souls  ;  not,  indeed,  to  bless  them 
in  their  wanderings,  but  to  restore  those  wanderings,  and 
to  fit  them  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  blessings,  that  he  may 
bless  them  even  to  the  end.  What  adversary  then,  what 
accuser,  what  whisperer,  shall  ever  separate  the  Friend  of 
his  everlasting  love !  Or  what  shall  separate  us  from 
the  love  of  Christ ?  Shall  tribulation,  or  distress,  or  per¬ 
secution,  or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword? 
(Rom.  vi.  33,  & c.) 

Earthly  friends  may  sometimes  wish  well  to  the  object  of 
their  regards,  and  yet  be  unable  to  fulfil  their  own  purposes 
or  desires.  But  not  so  the  Friend  of  Sinners. 

He  is  an  Almighty  Friend,  exalted  with  almighty 
power  in  heaven  and  earth,  to  carry  on  and  effect  the  designs 
of  .his  everlasting  love  ;  “  able,  therefore,  to  save  unto  the 
uttermost  all  that  come  unto  God  through  him.”  The  great 
God  our  Saviour,  J ehovah,  become  our  salvation  ;  in  whom, 
therefore,  Ave  may  trust,  and  not  be  afraid,  in  all  our  wants 
and  amidst  all  our  enemies. 

But  eternity  alone  shall  shew  what  a  Friend  he  is ; 
who,  as  he  is  eternal  in  his  nature,  and  ever  liveth  as  the 
Priest  of  our  profession,  is  the  same  in  his  power,  his 
glory,  his  love,  his  grace,  and  his  blessings  :  “  Jesus  the 
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same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever the  Alpha  and 
Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the  Ending,  and  through  eter¬ 
nity  the  Friend  of  his  redeemed  people. 

How  happy,  how  honourable,  how  secure  is  the  Chris¬ 
tian  !  He  has  a  Friend  above,  who  is  the  “  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.”  All  nature,  all  worlds,  all 
things,  grace  and  glory  are  at  his  command.  What  can 
equal  the  honour  of  claiming  such  a  Being  as  our  Friend? 
and  what  can  equal  the  security  of  being  continually  under 
his  eye  and  care,  the  eternal  object  of  his  love  ?  But,  with 
this  hope,  let  us  reflect  upon  our  correspondent  obliga¬ 
tions  ;  and,  on  our  part,  let  correspondent  dispositions  and 
affections  meet  the  manifestations  of  his  grace  and  favour. 
Surely  we  cannot  but  love  him  who  hath  so  loved  us ; — mourn 
over  the  dishonour  poured  upon  him  from  the  world  of  the 
ungodly,  and  the  faithlessness  of  his  professing  people  ; 
and  especially  lament  that  we  so  often  grieve  him  by  our 
neglect,  coldness,  and  disaffection.  Let  us  rejoice  in  his 
direction,  while  he  guides  us  by  his  word,  his  providence, 
and  his  Spirit ;  pour  out  our  hearts  to  him  in  confidence 
and  faith,  seek  to  him  in  every  distress,  submit  to  his  re¬ 
proof,  rejoice  in  his  blessings,  and  in  the  hope  of  their 
eternal  enjoyment.  The  Friend  that  hath  loved  us  of  his 
own  sovereign  compassion,  who  hath  redeemed  us  to  God 
with  his  blood  ;  who  still  maintains  the  interest  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  and  is  exalted  upon  his  throne  for  that  very  purpose  ; 
who  hath  promised  never  to  forsake  his  people,  but  to  bless 
them  through  eternity,  is  worthy  of  all  our  love,  our  con¬ 
fidence,  and  our  gratitude.  To  him  let  my  soul  be  joined 
in  the  holy  union  of  the  Spirit ;  and  by  the  sweet  com¬ 
munion  of  his  grace  and  presence,  by  faith,  anticipate  the 
communion  of  his  church  above,  when  all  his  people  around 
his  throne  shall  be  with  him,  and  like  him,  and  see  him 
as  he  is ;  and  participate  of  that  fulness  of  joy  that  is  in 
his  presence  for  ever.” 
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These  two  names  and  characters  of  Messiah  may,  in  their 
chief  and  most  important  allusions,  be  considered  as  the 
same.  This  seems  to  be  actually  the  case  when  it  is  said 
by  the  Evangelist,  “  He  came  and  dwelt  at  Nazareth,  that 
it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  the  Prophet,  He 
shall  be  called  Na^wpaioc,  a  Nazarene  ;  ”or  rather  a  Naza- 
rite,  which  more  exactly  corresponds  with  the  word  Na£w- 
paiog,  Na^ap??voc,  being  the  direct  term  for  the  former. 
But  the  common  and  indiscriminate  application  of  both  of 
them  to  the  person  of  the  Redeemer,  as  terms  of  reproach, 
arising  from  his  having  dwelt  at  Nazareth,  was  intended,  no 
doubt,  in  the  providence  of  God,  which  placed  him  there, 
as  we  are  told,  for  this  very  purpose,  to  mark  out  some 
divine  mystery  in  his  character,  while  his  enemies  meant 
no  more  than  to  call  him,  by  way  of  reproach,  a  man  of 
Nazareth,  that  humbled  and  despised  city.  Every  one 
who  so  called  him,  every  time  he  used  the  application, 
pronounced  a  name  under  which  the  Holy  Ghost  had  de¬ 
nominated  him,  and  designated  his  peculiar  character  and 
condescension. 

To  what  particular  prophecy  the  Evangelist  refers,  or 
whether  to  any  one  in  particular,  is  very  uncertain  ;  for 
there  was  no  prophecy  which  literally  foretold  his  dwelling 
at  Nazareth,  or  his  being  called  a  Nazarite.  Some  have, 
therefore,  considered  the  Evangelist  as  alluding  to  Isaiah 
xi.  1.  in  which  the  promised  Messiah  is  spoken  of  as 
(Notzer.)  The  branch  springing  from  the  root  of  Jesse; 
and  which  was  fulfilled  by  his  humble  residence  at  Naza¬ 
reth  ;  and  the  term  of  reproach,  so  similar  also  in  its  sound, 
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he  thereby  acquired.  This,  however,  we  have  before 
■considered. 

The  learned  Witsius  thinks  it  more  probable,  that  a  re¬ 
ference  might  be  had  to  Job  vii.  10.  by  which  the  promised 
Redeemer  is  called  the  1¥3  (Notzer),  or  the  Preserver  of 
men ;  which  term  is  also  used  by  himself,  Isaiah  xxvii.  3, 
when  expressing  his  solicitous  care  for  his  church,  under 
the  idea  of  a  vineyard  :  “  I  Jehovah  rmu  (Notzer  ah)  its 
keeper.”  And  he  thinks  this  more  probable  than  the  allu¬ 
sion  to  the  Nazarite,  because  the  Nazarite  was  called  not 
IW  (Notzer),  but  in  (Nozer.) — See  Witsius,  b.  iv.  chap. 
iiL  sect.  30. 

But  it  has  also  been  considered  by  many  eminent  expo¬ 
sitors  and  writers,  as  referring  to  the  character  of  the  Na¬ 
zarite,  of  which  the  Lord  our  Redeemer  was  doubtless  the 
great  and  glorious  antitype ;  and  that  by  this  circumstance 
( i .  e.  his  dwelling  at  Nazareth,  and  deriving  so  similar  an 
application  from  his  residence  in  that  city),  God  intended 
to  direct  the  attention  of  men  to  him  as  the  true  Nazarite; 
who,  though  he  did  not  strictly  bear  the  character,  nor 
conform  to  all  the  laws,  of  the  Nazarites,  such  as  the  drink¬ 
ing  no  wine  nor  strong  drink,  &c.  yet  perfectly  fulfilled  the 
meaning  of  the  type ; — “  So  that  while  the  Jews  and  Ro¬ 
mans  were  calling  him  in  contempt,  o  Nafrapaioc  and  Na£a- 
prjvoc,  the  Nazarasan  andNazarene,  the  providence  of  God 
was  at  the  same  time  pointing  him  out  to  mankind  as  the 
true  Nazarite,  from  the  circumstance  of  his  dwelling  in 
that  city,  which  had  been  prophetically  (with  a  view,  no 
doubt,  to  this  important  event)  called  Nazareth  *,  or  the 
city  of  the  Nazarite.” — (See  Parkhurst  on  1W.) 

When  the  Evangelist  says,  “  It  is  written  (not  by  the 
Prophets,  but)  in  the  Prophets,”  he  has  been  considered 
by  some  as  not  referring  to  any  particular  prophecy,  but  to 
the  general  spirit  of  prophecy  in  all  the  Prophets,  which  is 
indeed  the  testimony  for  Jesus.  If  then  it  be  considered 
as  a  term  of  degradation  and  contempt,  or  referring  to  the 
honourable  application  of  the  Nazarite,  it  still  has  in  both 

*  Many  others,  however,  suppose  Nazareth  to  he  derived  from  1¥3, 
and  not  it). 
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the  concordant  testimony  of  the  Prophets.  We  know  that 
the  original  assignation  of  the  name,  as  it  referred  to  his 
country  and  supposed  birthplace,  was  designed  as  a  re¬ 
proach:  “  Can  any  good  thing,”  said  one,  “  come  out  of 
Nazareth?”  Shall  any  attention,  any  respect,  be  paid  to 
one  born  and  educated  in  so  contemptible  a  place  ?  The 
Nazarene,  and  the  disciple  of  the  Nazarene,  were  for  a 
long  time,  we  know,  accounted  but  as  the  filth  of  the 
world  and  the  offscouring  of  all  things.  And  in  this  was 
verified  the  numberless  prophecies  of  his  humiliation  and 
contempt,  who  was  to  be  as  **  a  worm,  and  no  man,  the  re¬ 
proach  of  men,  and  despised  of  the  people”  (Psalm  xxii. 
6,  7;  Psalm  Ixix.  9,10.); — “despised  and  rejected  of 
men,  a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief.”  See 
Isaiah  liii. 

In  all  then,  or  in  either,  of  these  points  of  view,  we 
might  consider  the  character  of  N  a'Cupctiog,  or  a  Nazarene ; 
but  as  we  have  before  considered  the  Redeemer  as  the 
Branch,  and  in  many  of  the  other  titles  of  Messiah,  in 
which  the  characters  of  his  humiliation  make  a  prominent 
part,  we  shall  rather  now  confine  ourselves  to  the  typical 
allusion  in  the  law  of  the  Nazarite,  which,  no  doubt,  marked 
out  the  character  and  work  of  him  who  was  indeed  the 
separated  from  his  brethren,  and  in  whom  they  must  all 
most  evidently  receive  their  antitypical  accomplishment. 
Let  us,  then,  attend  to  the  particulars  of  this  extraordinary 
character,  that  in  them  we  may  behold  more  of  the  con¬ 
descension,  grace,  and  glory  of  the  Redeemer. 

The  character  of  the  Nazarite  was  most  probably 
known  among  the  Jews,  before  its  particular  laws  and  ordi¬ 
nances  were  prescribed  by  the  Mosaic  institution.  And  an 
allusion  seems  to  be  made  to  it  by  the  Patriarch  Jacob, 
when,  in  the  blessing  of  his  children,  he  called  Joseph, 

“  him  who  was  separated  from  his  brethren,”  or,  the 
Nazarite. 

Its  appointment  under  the  law  might  answer  many  im¬ 
portant  judicial  purposes,  respecting  the  Israelitish  nation  ; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  its  principal  design  was  to  afford 
a  typical  view  of  the  Redeemer.  This  appears  to  have  been 
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the  case  with  many  of  their  institutions,  which,  while  they 
were  useful  in  themselves,  concerning  the  spiritually  dead 
state  of  the  J ewish  nation,  were  principally  designed  by  God 
to  lead  their  minds  to  the  glory  and  grace  of  the  promised 
Messiah.  By  what  is  said  of  the  Rechabites  (Jer.  xxxv.), 
who  were  voluntary  Nazarites,  the  character  appears  to 
have  been  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  It  is  mentioned 
(Amos  ii.  10),  as  an  honour  to  the  nation,  when  God 
raised  up  of  their  young  men  for  Nazarites  ;  and  the  dis¬ 
credit  of  the  nation,  that  they  had  tempted  them  to  depart 
from  their  vows,  by  giving  the  Nazarites  wine  to  drink, 
(ver.  11.)  Their  separation,  their  ceremonial  purity,  their 
designation,  and  the  circumstances  which  attended  the 
completion  of  their  vows,  if  only  for  a  season,  gave  a 
typical  display  of  the  Redeemer’s  undertaking,  his  purity 
and  preciousness,  and  the  work  of  his  humiliation  and  suf¬ 
ferings,  in  the  completion  of  his  work,  in  order  to  his  exalt¬ 
ation  to  his  glory. 

The  first  thing  that  solicits  our  attention  is  the  separa¬ 
tion  itself.  From  this  the  name  is  derived,  which  sig¬ 
nifies  the  separated  one  :  and,  though  all  the  Israelites 
were  Nazarites,  in  comparison  of  the  surrounding  people, 
and  were,  therefore,  bound  to  the  observance  of  all  the 
Mosaic  laws,  the  great  badge  of  their  separation,  yet 
these  were  bound  to  its  observance  in  another  more  minute 
and  essential  manner,  and  to  many  peculiar  observances 
which  belonged  only  to  themselves.  To  this  they  were 
separated  either  by  a  Divine  designation,  or  by  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  their  parents,  or  by  their  own  voluntary  desire. 
Thus,  Samson  was  separated  by  the  direction  of  God  him¬ 
self,  previous  to  his  very  conception.  (Judges  xiii.  5.)  This 
also  was  the  case  with  John  the  Baptist  (Luke  i.  15) ; 
Samuel,  by  his  parent  (1  Sam.  i.  11) :  and  in  Num.  vi.  2, 
&c.,  we  have  particular  directions  for  those  who  should 
separate  themselves  by  a  special  and  temporary  vow  to 
this  honourable  state.  This  was  the  case  with  the  Apostle 
Paul.  (Acts  xviii.  18,  &c. ;  xxi.  24 — 26.)  These  things 
in  themselves  might  be  interesting  and  important  to  a  Jew, 
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as  connected  with  the  circumstances  of  the  nation  ;  but 
they  are  no  longer  useful  or  interesting  to  us,  than  as  they 
lead  our  contemplation  to,  and  direct  us  in,  viewing  the 
character  of  Him  who,  as  the  true  Nazarite,  was  set  apart  in 
eternity,  in  the  counsel  of  everlasting  love,  for  the  work  of 
our  redemption.  In  the  economy  of  the  covenant  we 
behold  him  as  the  appointed  and  prepared  of  the  Father ; 
or  as  freely  offering  himself  for  that  most  important  work, 
the  glory  of  God  in  the  salvation  of  his  people.  Upon 
this  mighty  One,  the  eternal  Father  laid  our  help  (Psalm 
lxxxix.):  he  points  him  out  to  oui*  faith  as  his  Servant 
whom  he  upholdeth,  his  Elect  in  whom  his  soul  delighteth. 
(Isa.  xlii.  1,  &c.)  In  this  character  the  Prophet  introduces 
him,  rejoicing  as  the  called  of  Jehovah  from  the  womb, 
and  as  raised  up  to  be  the  restorer  of  Israel  and  the  light 
of  the  Gentiles,  (xlix.  1 — 9.)  And,  in  his  personal  minis¬ 
try,  the  designation  of  the  Father  was  the  point  which  he 
principally  tends  to  establish,  as  most  calculated  to  confirm 
the  faith  of  his  disciples,  and  to  confound  the  malice  of  the 
Jews.  In  the  character  of  the  Essential  Wisdom  he  is 
represented  as  set  up  from  everlasting,  or  ever  the  earth 
was,  for  the  execution  of  this  design  ;  and  then  his  delights 
were  with  the  sons  of  men  :  then  he  himself  looked,  and 
there  was  none  to  help,  and  his  own  arm  brought  salvation 
when  there  was  none  to  help  them,  and  the  ardour  of  his 
love  bore  him  to  the  work.  Then,  when  sacrifice  and 
offering  were  insufficient,  he  said,  Lo,  I  come,  to  do  thy 
will,  O  God.  It  is  most  encouraging  to  contemplate  these 
acts  of  the  eternal  Jehovah,  in  the  preparation  for  the  work 
of  salvation,  as  proofs  of  the  eternal  love  of  the  Divine 
persons  toward  the  church.  At  the  same  time,  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  eternal  Three  in  Jehovah,  in  the  plan  of 
redemption,  affords  the  sweetest  encouragement  to  a  re¬ 
turning  sinner,  assures  him  of  the  grace  of  each  distinct 
person  in  the  ever-blessed  Trinity,  and  of  his  acceptance 
whenever,  as  a  humble  penitent,  he  draws  near  to  the 
Father,  through  the  Son,  by  the  Spirit,  that,  embracing 
the  merciful  appointment,  and  believing  the  promise,  he 
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may  trust  his  soul  upon  it,  and  rejoice  in  the  confidence  of 
pardon,  life,  and  salvation  in  Christ  Jesus.  Here,  then, 
we  contemplate  the  true  Nazarite,  separated  from  eternity 
by  the  appointment  of  God  and  his  own  voluntary  under¬ 
taking,  for  the  work  of  redemption,  till,  in  time,  separated 
by  the  anointing  of  the  Spirit,  designated  for,  and  prepared 
for,  the  accomplishment  of  the  design ;  while  we  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  adore,  with  wonder  and  admiration,  the  love  of 
the  Father,  the  grace  of  the  Son,  and  the  covenant  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Spirit,  so  graciously  concurring  to  complete  the 
purposes  of  redeeming  love. 

The  next  thing  which  demands  our  attention  is  the 
ceremonial,  or  real  purity  of  the  Nazarite. — The  Naza- 
rites,  says  the  Prophet,  were  purer  than  snow :  they  were 
whiter  than  milk :  they  were  more  ruddy  in  body  than 
rubies,  &c.  (Lam.  iv.  7.)  All  the  ceremonies  which  at¬ 
tended  the  separation,  or  which  were  prescribed  during  its 
continuance,  were  designed  to  render  them  patterns  or 
emblems  of  purity  and  perfection.  “All  the  days  of  their 
separation  they  were  to  be  holy  unto  the  Lord.”  (Num. 
vi.  8.)  The  three  circumstances  to  which  their  attention 
was  required,  which  constituted  and  preserved  this  cere¬ 
monial  purity,  were  these  : — They  were  to  drink  no  wine, 
nor  strong  drink,  (ver.  3,  4).  Their  hair  must  be  suffered  to 
grow,  without  being  cut  off  or  shaven:  “  No  razor  shall 
come  upon  his  head.”  (ver.  5.)  They  must  come  near  no 
dead  body,  not  even  in  the  attendance  of  funeral  rites,  nor 
in  any  way  defile  themselves  for  the  dead.  (ver.  7 — 9.) 
These  were  all  of  them  emblems  of  purity: — 1.  The  vine, 
whose  fruit  is  here  forbid,  was  an  emblem  of  the  forbidden 
tree,  and  represented  those  lusts  and  passions  which  are 
too  often  irritated  by  its  fruits.  And  their  abstinence  from 
the  juice  of  the  vine  continually  reminded  them  of  their 
obligation  to  crucify  the  flesh  with  its  affections  and  lusts, 
and  that  the  very  glory  of  their  character  was  a  self-denial 
of  all  sensual  pleasures  and  carnal  gratifications. — 2.  The 
growth  of  the  hair  was  to  indicate  (according  to  some)  that 
noble  neglect  of  the  body  to  which  they  were  to  aspire  ; 
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but  as  the  hair  was  generally  considered  as  an  emblem 
of  power,  authority,  and  dignity,  while  it  thus  continued 
growing,  it  was  the  proof  and  outward  sign  of  their  cere¬ 
monial  purity,  in  which  their  true  dignity  consisted*.  If, 
therefore,  by  any  means,  their  vow  was  broken,  or  their 
Nazariiish  purity  defiled,  in  the  day  of  their  cleansing  they 
were  to  shave  their  heads,  and  all  the  former  days  were  to 
be  lost  in  the  reckoning  of  the  time  for  the  accomplishment 
of  their  vow.  In  allusion  to  this  circumstance,  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  Israel  is  so  represented  by  the  Prophet :  “  Cut  off 
thine  hair,  O  Jerusalem,  and  cast  it  away,  and  take  up  a 
lamentation  on  high  places ;  for  the  Lord  hath  rejected 
and  forsaken  the  generation  of  his  wrath.”  (Jer.  vii.  29.) 
— 3.  The  prohibition  of  mourning  for  the  dead,  or  defiling 
themselves  by  any  attention  to  them,  though  their  nearest 
relations,  was  intended  to  teach  them  to  moderate  their 
affection,  and  to  restrain  their  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  any 
earthly  comfort.  These,  however,  were  only  ceremonial 
observances,  and  typical  allusions,  the  shadows  of  which 
Jesus  is  the  reality  and  the  substance.  He,  indeed,  is 
purer  than  snow  :  he  is  the  Lamb  of  God  without  blemish 
and  without  spot ;  holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  and  separate 
from  sinners  ;  immaculate  in  his  conception,  undefiled  in 
bis  nature,  holy  in  his  character :  he  fulfilled  all  righteous¬ 
ness  in  his  practice,  in  the  denial  of  all  earthly  pleasures 
or  sensual  gratifications  :  he  lived  abstracted  from  the 
world ;  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  ;  uncontaminated 
with  its  pollutions,  and  wearing  upon  him,  and  exhibiting 
to  all  around,  the  proof  and  signs  of  his  unspotted  purity, 
which  constituted  the  dignity  of  his  character,  made  him 
the  suitable  High  Priest  of  our  profession,  and  still  lays 
‘the  foundation  of  our  hope  secure  in  the  perfection  of  his 
obedience  and  work. 

The  designation  of  the  Nazarite  forms  the  next  subject 

*  '"113.  “  A  Nazarite,  one  who  is  separated  from  the  use  of  certain 

things,  and  sequestered  or  consecrated  to  Jehovah.  The  Nazarite  was 
to  abstain  from,  wine ;  to  let  his  hair  grow  ;  not  to  defile  himself  by  the  dead." 
—  Parkhnrst,  in  verb. 
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of  comparison.  The  general  object  was  a  devoting  to  the 
Lord  ;  but  the  peculiar  design  was  different  in  different 
persons.  It  might  either  be  directed  to  the  performance 
of  some  peculiar  acts,  or  to  the  engagement  in  some  pecu¬ 
liar  service,  and  that  either  for  a  limited  time,  or  during 
life.  We  have  two  remarkable  instances,  in  two  persons 
of  very  different  characters,  and  designated  to  very  differ¬ 
ent  designs.  While  Samuel  was  appointed  and  separated 
from  the  womb  for  the  service  of  the  temple,  to  be  espe¬ 
cially  the  teacher,  the  instructor,  and  the  illustrious  prophet 
of  the  Lord,  Sampson  was,  by  the  Divine  appointment, 
separated  also  previous  to  his  conception,  to  be  the  judge 
of  Israel,  the  mighty  conqueror  of  Israel’s  enemies,  and 
the  powerful  deliverer  of  his  people.  And  both  of  these 
were  remarkable  types  of  Jesus,  the  true  Nazarite. 

Like  Samuel,  before  he  was  conceived  in  the  womb, 
he  was  set  apart  as  the  great  Prophet  and  Teacher  of  his 
people.  Very  early  he  appeared  in  the  temple  as  the  In¬ 
structor  even  of  the  Priests  and  Rabbis:  he  grew  in  wisdom 
and  stature,  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man  :  he  not  only 
conducted  the  temple  service,  but  is  the  builder  of  the 
spiritual  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  appears  in  every  point, 
like  Samuel,  as  the  best  Friend  and  kind  Director  of  his 
people. — The  character  of  the  other  is  not  so  amiable  ;  and 
had  not  the  Apostle  himself  placed  him  among  the  ancient 
believers,  we  might  well  have  hesitated  to  allot  him  such 
an  honourable  situation.  But,  though  less  amiable  in  his 
private  character,  in  his  public  conduct  he  appears  a  more 
striking  type  of  the  glorious  Redeemer  of  Israel.  He 
every  where  recals  to  our  mind  his  strength  and  his  sal¬ 
vation,  his  mighty  conquest,  and  his  final  triumph.  To 
bruise  the  serpent’s  head,  to  overcome  death  and  him  that 
had  the  power  of  death,  were  the  peculiar  designs  of  his 
undertaking  in  the  everlasting  counsel.  For  this  he 
separated  himself  in  our  nature  ;  and  this,  in  that  nature, 
he  finally  accomplished  by  his  own  death  upon  the  cross. 
In  the  history  of  this  remarkable  person  there  are  several 
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circumstances  which  solicit  our  attention,  and  in  which  he 
appears  as  a  figure  of  him  that  was  to  come. 

Like  his,  the  birth  of  the  Redeemer  was  foretold  by 
an  angel  to  his  father  and  mother  before  his  conception 
in  the  womb;  (Judges  xiii.  3 ;  Matt.  i.  20;  Luke  i.  20.) 
Sampson  was  ceremonially  pure  as  a  Nazarite,  though 
oftentimes  morally  impure  in  his  conduct:  but  Jesus  is 
the  Lamb  of  God,  without  blemish  and  without  spot.  His 
very  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the  Philistine  might 
be  intended  to  figure  out  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  into 
his  church,  as  the  object  of  his  eternal  love  and  everlasting 
delight.  Did  Sampson  engage  the  lion  in  the  wilderness  ? 
Both  death  and  hell  roared  against  the  mighty  Redeemer, 
when  he  vowed,  “  Oh  death  !  I  will  be  thy  plague  :  Oh 
grave !  I  will  be  thy  destruction.”  But  he  destroyed 
death,  and  him  that  had  the  power  of  death  ( i .  e.  the 
devil) ;  and  then  was  the  riddle  of  Sampson  more  remark¬ 
ably  fulfilled  :  “Out  of  the  eater  came  forth  meat,  and 
out  of  the  strong  came  forth  sweetness.”  He  himself  re¬ 
joiced  in  the  fruit  of  his  victory,  and  ate  of  the  honey  that 
flowed  from  thence  :  and  so  shall  all  his  people.  Had 
the  voracious  eagle  come  and  devoured  the  carcase,  there 
had  been  no  wonder;  but  that  the  clean  birds  should  find 
therein  a  place  of  refuge,  was  surely  designed  to  be  an 
emblem  of  the  multitude  of  his  people,  who  should  enjoy 
the  triumph  of  his  victory,  and  eat  of  its  fruits  with  re¬ 
joicing.  When  his  own  people  deliver  up  Sampson  into 
the  hands  of  the  Philistines,  they  surely  remind  us  of  the 
malice  of  the  Jews,  who,  with  infatuated  fury,  resign  their 
only  Deliverer  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans,  with  the 
outrageous  cry,  “  Crucify  him  !  Crucify  him  !”  But  “  why 
do  the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing? 
The  kings  of  the  earth  set  themselves,  and  the  rulers  take 
counsel  together,  against  the  Lord  and  against  his  anoint¬ 
ed,”  &c.  Even  then  he  burst  the  bonds  asunder;  then,  in 
the  most  unlikely  season,  and  in  the  most  unlikely  manner, 
he  triumphed  and  obtained  the  victory.  When  his  ene- 


NAZARITE. 


149 


mies  conceived  him  to  he  most  secure ;  when  watched 
by  his  most  malicious  foes ;  when  sleeping  in  the  grave  ; 
then  he  arose  to  make  himself  a  passage  through  the 
shade  of  death,  he  burst  through  the  gates,  not  of  Gaza, 
but  of  death  and  the  grave,  and  bore  them  away  for  ever, 
to  fix  them  upon  the  hill  of  Sion,  the  glorious  trophies  of 
his  eternal  victory. 

But  more  were  the  triumphs  of  Sampson’s  death,  than  the 
wonders  of  his  life:  then  atone  decisive  effort  of  his  strength, 
his  enemies  were  all  buried  beneath  the  ruins  of  their 
temple  ;  and,  devoting  himself  to  a  voluntary  death,  his 
enemies  are  dead  together  with  him.  So  Jesus,  by  his  vo¬ 
luntary  condescension  even  unto  death,  destroyed  him  that 
had  the  power  of  death  :  then  he  bruised  the  serpent’s  head, 
when  the  heel  of  his  human  nature  was  resigned  to  the 
grave :  then  upon  the  cross  he  spoiled  principalities 
and  powers,  and  made  a  show  of  them  openly,  triumphing 
over  them  in  it  (Col.  ii.  15) :  then  they  sunk  to  rise  no 
more,  while  he  maintains  the  triumph  of  his  eternal  con¬ 
quest,  and  obtains  eternal  redemption  for  his  people.  These 
indeed  are  feeble  ;  but  they  are  the  greatest  figures  of  the 
Redeemer’s  glory,  love,  and  power. 

It  was  the  vow  he  had  taken  in  the  counsels  of  eternity, 
from  which  there  could  be  no  discharge  when  once  en¬ 
gaged  in,  that  bound  his  soul  to  this  work  of  condescen¬ 
sion  and  labour,  of  sufferings  and  of  conquest.  It  was 
love  to  his  people  that  led  him  on  and  carried  him  through 
his  undertaking,  that  neither  the  scorn  of  men,  the  misery 
of  the  cross,  the  attacks  of  hell,  nor  even  the  hidings  of  his 
Father’s  countenance,  could  deter  him  in  its  fulfilment.  I 
have  a  baptism  to  be  baptized  with,  said  the  Saviour  in 
the  ardour  of  zeal;  (it  was  the  baptism  of  blood);  but  how 
is  my  soul  straitened  until  it  be  accomplished!  For  the 
joy  that  was  set  before  him,  in  the  salvation  of  his  people, 
he  endured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame;  and  now  upon 
the  throne,  he  is  reaping  the  reward  in  the  conversion,  pre-. 
servation,  and  salvation  of  all  his  redeemed  people. 


150 


SERIES  V. — ESSAY  X. 


The  circumstances  which  attended  the  completion  of  the 
vow,  form  the  last  subject  in  the  comparison. 

When  the  time  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  Nazarite’s 
vow  was  come,  he  was  to  bring  one  lie-lamb  of  the  first 
year,  without  blemish,  for  a  burnt-offering  ;  one  ewe-lamb 
of  the  first  year,  without  blemish,  for  a  sin-offering  ;  one 
ram,  without  blemish,  for  a  peace-offering ;  a  basket  of  un¬ 
leavened  bread,  cakes  of  fine  flour  mingled  with  oil,  and 
wafers  of  unleavened  bread,  anointed  with  oil,  and  their 
meat-offering  and  their  drink-offering.  Part  of  these 
were  to  be  waved  for  a  wave-offering,  and  this  might  also 
be  attended  with  a  free-will  offering ;  “  besides  that  that  his 
hand  shall  get.”  (Num.  vi.  21.)  Then  the  Nazarite  was  to 
be  discharged  from  his  vow ;  and,  to  shew  that  the  obliga¬ 
tion  was  cancelled,  was  to  shave  the  head  of  his  separation 
at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  and 
burn  the  hair  in  the  fire  which  was  under  the  sacrifice  of 
the  peace-offering. 

This  was  the  vow  of  the  Nazarite.  (ver.  14 — 21.)  What¬ 
ever  moral  instruction  these  ceremonies  might  be  intended 
to  convey  to  a  believing  Israelite,  to  us  they  can  be  of 
little  importance,  except  as  they  point  us  to  Him  who  is 
the  great  fulfiller,  the  antitype  of  all  the  figurative  allu¬ 
sions.  The  very  design  of  his  separation,  was  to  be  an  offer¬ 
ing  and  a  sacrifice  to  God  for  the  sins  of  his  people.  The 
sacrifice  of  his  cross  was  therefore  the  very  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  his  vow,  as  well  as  his  discharge  from  its  obliga¬ 
tion.  Then  he  himself  became  the  fulness  of  all  the  sacri¬ 
fices,  and  could  appeal  to  his  heavenly  Father,  “  I  have 
finished  the  work  which  thou  gavest  me  to  do.”  Himself 
was  the  whole  burnt-offering  ;  when  his  soul  was  submitted 
to  the  fiery  indignation  of  justice  and  of  the  law,  and 
burnt  with  the  consuming  fire  of  the  wrath  of  God  :  having 
no  sins  of  his  own  to  purge,  then  “  he  became  sin  for  us, 
who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteous¬ 
ness  of  God  in  him.”  By  his  sin-offering,  God  condemned 
sin  in  his  flesh,  and  then  the  chastisement  of  our  peace 
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was  upon  him,  that  by  his  stripes  we  might  be  healed'. 
And  yet  this  is  but  the  free-will  offering  of  his  heart,  who 
so  loved  the  church  that  be  gave  himself  for  it ;  an  offering 
and  a  sacrifice  to  God  for  a  sweet  smelling  savour,  that 
we  might  be  partakers  of  all  its  benefits.  Here  then  the 
obligation  was  cancelled,  because  the  vow  was  fulfilled; 
the  work  of  his  humiliation  was  finished,  and  the  acqui¬ 
sition  of  redemption  complete.  As  the  hair  of  the  Nazarite 
was  a  sign  of  purity  and  dignity,  the  cutting  it  off  in  the 
completion  of  the  vow,  might  typify  the  work  of  his  conde¬ 
scension:  when  he  unrobed  himself  of  all  his  glory,  and  be¬ 
came  of  no  reputation,  and  humbled  himself  even  tothedeath 
upon  the  cross.  But  as  this,  in  the  present  instance,  was 
to  be  considered  as  a  proof  of  the  completion  of  the  vow,  it 
might  rather  prefigure  the  taking  away  of  every  mark  of 
humiliation,  in  consequence  of  his  having  fulfilled  all  righ¬ 
teousness.  Hence  then  he  arose  to  triumph  in  the  nature 
in  which  he  had  suffered,  and  without  any  of  the  effects  of 
sin,  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  victory  on  high.  No  longer 
can  he  retain  any  marks  of  humiliation  or  self-denial;  no 
longer  is  he  deterred  from  the  scene  of  enjoyment,  but,  iike 
the  Nazarite  of  old  (ver.  20),  is  admitted  to  drink  the 
wine  of  consolation,  and  triumph  in  the  kingdom  of  God 
above. 

Here  then  let  our  faith  delight  to  contemplate,  in  the 
humble  Nazarene,  the  true  Nazarite  ;  separated  from  eter¬ 
nity  in  the  purposes  of  God,  and  the  voluntary  engagement 
of  his  own  everlasting  love,  for  the  redemption  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  ;  separated  from  the  womb  by  the  anointing  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  furnished  and  prepared  for  the  complete  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  his  work  of  suffering  and  obedience  ;  himself  not 
the  ceremonial  type  of  purity,  but  the  essential  Purity  and 
Righteousness  itself.  The  vows  of  his  Nazariteship  were 
vows  of  humiliation,  abstinency,  sorrow,  sufferings,  and 
death,  through  which  his  love  sustained  him ;  so  that  he 
never,  in  the  least  inclination,  deviated  from  the  terms  ol 
his  engagement,  till  he  fully  accomplished  the  design  ot 
redeeming  love  and  power  upon  the  cross.  Then  by  his 
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one  sacrifice  he  obtained  his  discharge,  and,  entering  by 
his  own  blood  within  the  vail,  resumed  his  former  glory 
in  his  human  nature,  in  a  different  character,  for  the  most 
important  purposes  to  us.  In  his  offering  we  have  a  com¬ 
plete  ground  of  confidence,  since  having  offered  one  sacri¬ 
fice  for  sins,  for  ever  he  hath  sat  down  at  the  right  hand 
of  God,  from  henceforth  expecting  till  his  enemies  are 
made  his  footstool ;  because  by  his  one  offering  he  hath 
perfected  for  ever  them  that  are  sanctified.  Hence  we 
expect  the  fulfilment  of  the  covenant  promise,  and  have 
boldness  to  enter  into  the  holiest  by  the  blood  of  Jesus  ; 
because  there  needs  no  other  sacrifice  for  sin  ;  and  he,  the 
great  High  Priest  of  our  profession,  in  the  presence  of 
God,  presents  it  for  us.  “  He  is  able  therefore  to  save 
unto  the  uttermost,  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him  ;  seeing 
he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them.”  (Heb.  x. 
12—22;  vii.25.) 

The  victorious  Sampson  afforded  to  Israel  but  a  tempo¬ 
rary  deliverance ;  but  he,  who  by  dying  conquered  death, 
and  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  now  ever  liveth, 
and  is  therefore  “  the  author  of  eternal  salvation  to  all 
them  that  obey  him.”  (Heb.  v.  9  ;  Rom.  vi.  6.)  Like  Jo¬ 
seph,  that  eminent  type  of  his  humiliation  and  his  exalt¬ 
ation,  he  who  was  once  separated  by  and  from  his  bre¬ 
thren,  for  sufferings  and  sorrow,  is  now  only  separated 
from  them  by  superior  dignity  and  elevation  ;  but  for  the 
very  design  of  promoting  their  welfare,  and  securing  their 
everlasting  life  and  glory. 

If  then  we  consider  the  term  Nazarene,  as  a  term  of 
reproach,  it  teaches  us  this  important  lesson ;  that  what  is 
vile  in  the  sight  of  man  is  oftentimes  honourable  in  the 
sight  of  God.  This  was  remarkably  the  case  in  the  giving 
of  this  name  :  his  enemies,  no  doubt,  intended  it  in  deri¬ 
sion  and  contempt :  but  it  was  designed,  in  the  providence 
of  God,  to  mark  out  thereby  his  purity,  perfection,  and 
dignity  ;  the  true  character  of  his  human  nature,  as  the 
fulfiller  of  one  of  the  ancient  and  most  honourable  typical 
representations  of  the  Redeemer.  But  whether  we  con- 
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sider  it  as  a  term  of  reproach,  or  a  term  of  dignity,  it 
truly  belongs  to  him.  He  was  separated  from  his  glory  to 
fulfil  all  righteousness  in  suffering,  sorrow,  and  obedience. 
He  was  therefore  the  man  of  sorrows,  and  acquainted 
with  grief ;  despised  and  rejected  of  men  :  but  he  was  se¬ 
parated  also  to  become  the  mighty  Conqueror;  to  obtain 
eternal  victory  for  his  Israel,  and  is  now  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  fruits  of  his  victory,  that  they  may  triumph  through 
him.  We  admire  his  condescension,  and  adore  his  love ; 
and  while  we  confide  in  the  strength  of  our  almighty  and 
victorious  Redeemer,  we  reap  the  fruit  of  his  sorrow  and 
his  triumph,  and  hope  to  enjoy  the  eternal  benefit  with 
himself  in  his  kingdom. 

But,  while  yet  in  the  way,  let  us  not  think  it  hard  to  be 
like  our  Master.  Reproach,  and  terms  of  reproach,  have 
always  been  attached  to  vital  godliness  ;  and  if  any  man 
will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus,  he  shall  suffer  persecution. 
This  is  only  a  part  of  that  conformity  to  their  Divine  Master, 
to  which  his  disciples  are  called.  “  If  the  world  hate  you,” 
says  he  himself,  “  ye  know  that  it  hated  me  before  it  hated 
you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world  would  love  its  own  ; 
but  because  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen 
you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you.’* 
(John  xv.  18,  19.)  Let  the  believer  endeavour  not  to  de¬ 
serve  it  for  any  other  cause ;  but  if  exposed  to  hatred  for 
the  sake  of  Christ,  well  may  the  disciple  of  Christ  glory 
to  endure  it. 

The  Nazarite,  therefore,  is  not  only  the  character  of 
the  Redeemer,  but  the  suitable  character  of  his  people: 
and  if  he  became  thus  voluntarily  separated  for  us,  let  us 
not  decline,  for  his  sake,  and  in  his  service,  to  be  sepa¬ 
rated  from  the  world  and  sin.  This  was  one  of  his  designs 
in  his  condescension :  “  For  their  sakes  I  sanctify  myself, 
that  they  also  might  be  sanctified  through  the  truth.” 
(John  xvii.  15—19.)  In  this  he  stands  as  our  forerunner 
and  example  :  his  command  therefore  is,  “  Be  ye  holy, 
for  I  am  holy ;”  and  it  is  our  consolation,  that  in  this  we 
are  only  following  him. 
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If  we  belong  to  him,  we  are  indeed  separated  from  the 
world  by  the  choice  of  his  own  everlasting  love,  and  by 
the  calling  of  his  Spirit  and  grace :  let  ns  then  be  prac¬ 
tically  separated  by  our  choice  of  him,  and  our  willing 
devotedness  to  his  service  and  his  glory ;  let  us  recollect 
that  the  vow  of  the  Lord  is  upon  us,  and  therefore  what 
manner  of  persons  we  ought  to  be  in  all  holy  conversation 
and  godliness.  If  we  are  his  by  peculiar  grace,  let  us 
live  as  his  peculiar  people :  if  we  are  not  of  the  world,  let 
us  not  live  as  the  world  in  principle  or  in  conduct.  The 
peculiar  laws  of  the  Nazarite  were  intended  to  distinguish 
them  from  others ;  to  mark  out  their  abstinency  from 
worldly  pursuits  and  pleasures,  their  indifference  to  sense, 
their  spiritual  mindedness,  their  devotedness  to  God,  and 
the  good  of  his  people.  This,  in  its  perfection,  was  the 
character  of  the  blessed  Jesus ;  to  be  conformed  to  him 
is  the  aim  and  essential  desire  of  all  his  people,  predes¬ 
tinated  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son.  To  this 
they  are  called  by  grace;  and  being  justified  in  him,  this 
they  shall  perfectly  obtain  when  glorified  with  him  above. 

They  who  rejoice  with  him  now,  who  long  and  pray 
for  nearer  conformity  on  earth,  shall  soon  be  complete  in 
his  image  :  they  shall  be  like  him  when  they  see  him  as 
he  is.  Separated  for  an  eternal  likeness  to  him,  and  eternal 
enjoyment  of  him  in  his  kingdom.  And,  when  he  comes 
again,  without  sin,  unto  their  salvation,  they  shall  be  ad¬ 
mitted  where  nothing  enters  that  defileth  or  maketh  un¬ 
clean  ;  and,  where  they  shall  neither  know  sin  nor  sorrow 
more,  throughout  eternity. 

Thou  blessed  Nazarite  !  may  we  be  partakers  of  all  the 
benefits  of  thy  separation  for  thy  church,  the  fruits  of  thy 
condescension,  the  triumphs  of  thy  victory ;  and  grow 
more  and  more  like  thee  on  earth,  till  we  are  admitted  to 
be  with  thee,  and  made  perfectly  like  thee,  in  the  glory 
thou  bast  obtained  for  thy  people,  in  the  inheritance  in¬ 
corruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved 
for  those  who  are  kept  by  thine  almighty  power,  through 
faith,  to  its  enjoyment. 
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W e  are,  in  general,  more  pleased  to  take  a  view  of  the 
Saviour,  in  some  of  his  more  exalted  and  glorious  cha¬ 
racters,  than  in  those  of  his  condescension  and  humi¬ 
liation  ;  though  the  latter  are  equally  important  to  our 
safety  and  consolation,  as  the  former.  We  delight  to  view 
the  Redeemer,  as  the  Mighty  Conqueror,  the  Almighty 
Deliverer ;  set  apart  by  Divine  appointment,  iu  the  coun¬ 
sels  of  eternity ;  foretold  by  ancient  Prophets,  before  his 
actual  appearance  ;  entering  the  list  against  our  enemies, 
conquering  even  in  death ;  and,  in  his  resurrection  and 
ascension,  carrying-  with  him  the  trophies  of  his  victories, 
and  bearing  them  for  ever,  on  the  hill  of  Sion.  Such  a 
title,  therefore,  as  this  may  at  first  sight  appear  needless : 
one  that  will  do  no  harm  appears  too  negative  a  character 
to  be  applied  to  the  Lord  Jesus;  and  yet  we  shall  find 
that  it  is  not  without  its  design,  nor  without  its  im¬ 
portance. 

Some  have  considered  the  title  as  equivalent  to  the 
term  holy,  or  the  holy  one ;  ’ aicaicoq }  one  that  will  do  no 
evil.  But  it  seems  rather,  by  its  connection,  to  refer  to 
one  particular  branch  of  his  holiness  ;  not  the  purity  of 
his  character  before  God,  but  the  harmlessness  of  his 
conduct  towards  men ;  his  condescension,  kindness,  and 
meekness  towards  his  people.  “  Such  an  High  Priest,” 
says  the  Apostle,  (t  became  us and  none  but  such  could 
be  suitable  to  us,  none  else  could  encourage  the  faith  and 
confidence,  or  oftentimes  allay  the  fears,  of  such  wandering, 
erring,  sinners ;  so  frequently  mistaken,  so  ignorant,  and 
so  perverse.  Alarmed  with  a  sense  of  deserved  correction, 
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we  are  apt  frequently  to  be  terrified  at  the  appearance 
of  danger,  and  suspect  that  many  of  his  dispensations  are 
designed  to  injure  us,  or  that  they  eventually  will  do  so  ; 
but  the  kindness  of  his  heart  is  calculated  to  calm  the  fears 
of  the  weak  or  wandering  believer.  The  meek  and  lowly 
Saviour  encourages  our  hope ;  and  a  believing  view  of 
his  general  character,  as  thus  represented  in  his  word,  may 
satisfy  us  that  all  is  and  will  be  well,  under  his  direction  ; 
who  can  pardon  our  perverseness,  pity  our  weakness,  in¬ 
struct  our  ignorance,  and  delight  to  make  his  grace  thus 
more  conspicuous  and  glorious,  by  forgiving,  restoring,  and 
loading  with  his  benefits,  bis  ungrateful  children. 

Never  was  this  meekness  of  heart  so  complete  as  in 
the  Lord  our  Redeemer,  nor  the  character  so  fully  illus¬ 
trated  as  in  his  conduct.  He,  while  tabernacling  on 
earth,  truly  fulfilled  the  description  which  the  Prophet 
«  gives  us  of  him ;  as  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  who  should 
“  not  cry,  nor  lift  up,  nor  cause  his  voice  to  be  heard  in 
the  streets.”  (Isaiah  xlii.  1 — 4.)  And  when  he  himself 
is  asserting  the  glory  of  his  mediatorial  authority,  which  he 
had  received  of  the  Father,  he  answers  the  dignity  of  his 
exaltation  with  the  humility  of  his  condescension  ;  and 
encourages  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  to  come  and  rest 
in  him,  who,  amidst  all  his  power  and  glory,  is  eminently 
distinguished  as  “  meek  and  lowly  of  heart.”  (Matt.  xi. 
27—30.)  His  general  deportment  on  earth  illustrated  the 
declaration ;  and  as  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever,  we  are  assured  that  the  authority  of  his  throne  has 
made  no  change  in  the  compassions  of  his  heart. 

Here,  then,  let  us  for  a  moment  fix  our  attention ;  and 
contemplate  what,  while  contemplating,  we  never  can  cease 
to  admire,  the  condescending  kindnesses  of  the  incarnate 
Saviour. — We  behold  him,  from  his  first  entrance  upon 
his  public  ministry,  “  going  about  to  do  good;”  his  heart 
full  of  tenderness  to  the  wretched  and  distressed,  and  even 
to  the  guilty:  his  bowels  of  tenderness  commiserate  the 
polluted,  not  only  with  disease,  but  with  sin.  “  Son, 
daughter,  thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee  :  go  in  peace,”  are  the 
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gracious  words  which  flow  from  his  lips.  His  word  of  al¬ 
mighty  power  lends  supplies  to  the  hungry  and  faint, 
health  to  the  diseased,  and  life  to  the  dead.  Appearing 
amongst  the  lowest  ranks  of  life  himself,  he  condescended 
even  to  the  lowest,  received  the  meanest  who  came  to  him, 
selected  his  disciples  from  the  same  orders  of  society;  and 
though  they,  notwithstanding  his  condescension  to  them¬ 
selves,  could  rebuke  a  parent’s  tenderness  in  bringing  his 
infant  offspring  to  the  Redeemer,  or  chide  the  importunity 
of  a  blind  beggar  as  unworthy  of  his  notice,  their  Lord 
and  Master  receives  the  children  into  his  arms,  lays  his 
hands  upon  them  and  blesses  them,  and  commands  the 
beggar  to  be  called  near,  to  witness  his  infinite  con¬ 
descension  and  almighty  power  in  the  restoration  of  his 
sight. 

Never  can  we  sufficiently  admire  the  kindness  of  his 
instructions,  his  patience  and  tenderness  in  bearing  with 
the  ignorance  and  infirmity  of  his  disciples,  or  the  per¬ 
verseness  and  obstinacy  of  the  surrounding  multitudes. 
The  lowest  wants,  the  weakest  subjects,  the  vilest  sinners, 
were  the  objects  of  his  attention  and  regard.  Sinners, 
the  more  polluted  and  defiled  with  guilt,  if  sensible  of  their 
state,  and  suppliant  at  his  feet,  as  most  ready  to  sink  into 
despondency,  were  cheered  by  the  kindest  reception,  and 
encouraged  by  the  tenderest  language  of  benevolence  to 
forsake  their  sins  and  hope  in  his  mercy. 

Such  grace  can  find  no  equal  but  in  the  kindness  and 
compassion  he  is  still  discovering  to  the  souls  of  his  people; 
the  forbearance  of  his  heart,  and  the  power  of  his  arm,  by 
which  he  is  now  conducting  them  through  life  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  his  glory.  Happy  is  it  for  us,  that  his  meekness 
and  gentleness,  like  all  the  perfections  of  his  character, 
are  unchangeable.  He  took  our  nature,  that  he  might 
learn  experimentally  its  weakness  and  infirmities;  that 
he  might  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities, 
when  he  had  in  all  points  been  tempted  like  as  we  are, 
though  without  sin,  that  he  might  be  a  merciful,  as  well 
as  a  faithful,  High  Priest,  in  things  pertaining  to  God ; 
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and  gives  us  the  assurance  how  ready  he  is  to  bear  with 
our  ignorance,  pity  our  weakness,  sympathize  with  our 
fears,  forbear  long  with  our  needless  and  unbelieving 
anxieties,  pardon  our  guilt,  and,  with  unchangeable  loving-? 
kindness,  preserve  us  through  all,  even  to  the  end.  The 
Almighty  Jesus,  is  the  meek  and  compassionate  Saviour; 
the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  is,  to  his  people,  the  Lamb 
in  the  midst  of  the  throne.  Let  then  the  doubting,  fearful, 
mind  be  encouraged.  So  gracious  a  Redeemer  will  surely 
do  us  no  harm,  though,  through  our  ignorance  and  un¬ 
belief,  or  the  weakness  of  our  faith,  many  of  his  dealings 
may  seem  to  bear  such  an  appearance :  but  faith  assures 
us,  that  “  he  is  too  wise  to  err,  and  too  good  to  do  any 
thing  amiss.”  The  light  of  the  heavenly  world  will  soon 
discover,  that  the  darkest  of  his  ways  are  directed  by 
the  same  infinite  wisdom,  compassion,  and  love,  as  devised 
the  salvation  of  his  people.  Our  highest  wisdom  is  to 
obey  and  trust  him  in  all ;  to  follow  him  wherever  his 
word  or  his  providence  leads  us ;  and,  though  the  path  be 
dark  and  gloomy  at  the  present,  it  will  lead  to  light  and 
glory. — We  may  illustrate  this  by  a  consideration  of  the 
kindness  of  his  commands.  When  that  heavenly  Friend 
condescends  to  teach  us,  may  we  ever  be  inclined  to  follow 
his  direction  !  The  aspect  of  this  indeed  to  flesh  and 
blood  is  oftentimes  very  gloomy :  they  always  stand  in 
opposition  to  the  parts  of  our  corrupted  nature,  the  dis¬ 
positions  sin  has  introduced  or  the  exercise  of  our  present 
corrupt  affections.  And  hence,  “  strait  is  the  gate  and 
narrow  is  the  way  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there 
be  that  find  it.”  The  opinion  of  the  world  upon  this 
subject  essentially  and  invariably  differs  from  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  his  word,  which  declares  all  his  ways  to  be  plea?- 
santness,  and  his  paths  to  be  peace:  but  this  only  arises 
from  our  own  depraved  and  corrupted  hearts,  which  know 
not  what  is  srood.  While  the  remains  of  these  are  found 

O 

even  in  the  believer,  he  will  be  ready  sometimes  to  form 
the  same  conclusion  as  to  the  precepts  of  the  Lord.  They 
call  us  to  deny  ourselves ;  to  cut  off  some  member  of  th.e 
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body  of  sin,  as  dear  to  us  by  nature  as  the  right  eye  to  the 
natural  body.  But  who  would  scruple  to  undergo  the  same 
operation  in  the  body,  if  it  were  necessary  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  life  l  who  would  blame  the  surgeon  who  should 
think  it  necessary  ?  Who  would  condemn  the  cruelty  of 
the  advice,  or  suspect  the  tenderness  of  his  disposition, 
when  engaged  in  the  performance  of  them  ;  which  not  his 
cruelty,  but  our  disease  made  necessary?  Thus  Jesus,  our 
good  Physician,  is,  by  infinite  wisdom  and  compassion,  di¬ 
recting  the  spiritual  healing  of  his  people.  If  he  calls  us 
to  abstain  from  fleshly  lusts,  it  is  because  they  war  against 
the  soul :  if  he  calls  us  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  it 
is  that  we  may  live  before  God.  This  then  is  our  true 
state :  we  are  prone  to  evil,  attached  to  sensual  lusts,  and 
ever  ready  to  pursue  what  will  injure  and  destroy  us  ;  but 
the  language  of  all  his  commandments,  while  they  check 
our  sensual  gratifications,  is  only.  Do  thyself  no  harm  !  His 
precepts  are  the  effect  ,of  his  covenant  love,  and  recom¬ 
mended  to  us  by  his  own  example.  Unbelief  and  depra¬ 
vity  may  murmur  at  the  restraint ;  but  faith  beholds  and 
delights  in  the  holiness,  justice,  and  goodness  of  the  com¬ 
mand.  How  happy  would  be  the  effect  upon  individuals, 
and  upon  the  world  at  large,  if  all  were  actuated  by  his 
law  and  love,  obedient  to  his  precepts,  and  following  his  ex¬ 
ample  !  It  would  need  no  more  to  introduce  another  Eden 
upon  the  earth  ;  to  make  the  wilderness  aud  the  solitary 
place  glad,  and  the  desert  to  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the 
rose.  (Is.  xxxv.  1.)  The  Lord  teach  us  by  his  Spirit, 
thus  to  judge  of  his  instructions ;  and  we  shall  delight  in  all 
his  commandments  in  the  inner  man,  esteem  all  his  com¬ 
mandments  to  be  right,  and  hate  every  false  way :  and 
when  found  in  his  ways,  we  shall  know  their  happiness  ; 
nor  should  we  ever  be  ashamed,  if  we  had  respect  to  all 
his  precepts. 

We  may  illustrate  this  still  further  by  a  consideration  of 
his  providential  dispensations. — True,  these  oftentimes 
wear  a  very  dark  appearance.  He  who  is  the  Head  over 
all  things  to  his  church,  sometimes,  in  their  apprehension) 
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appears  to  have  forgotten  his  servants  upon  earth;  as  once 
when  his  disciples  were  in  a  storm,  he  slept  upon  a  pillow, 
seemingly  regardless  of  their  danger.  So  of  old,  the 
church  lamented ;  and  Sion  said,  “  The  Lord  hath  foraken 
me,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me.”(Is.  xlix.  14.)  Not  only 
so  ;  his  hand  seems  armed  against  the  objects  of  his  ever¬ 
lasting  love :  they  are  ready  to  say,  “  Know  now  that  God 
hath  overthrown  me,  and  hath  compassed  me  with  his  net : 
he  hath  fenced  up  my  way,  that  I  cannot  pass:  he  hath  set 
darkness  in  my  paths ;  he  hath  stripped  me  of  my  glory, 
and  taken  the  crown  from  my  head ;  he  hath  destroyed  me 
on  every  side,  and  I  am  gone  ;  and  my  hope  hath  he  re¬ 
moved  as  a  tree  :  he  hath  also  kindled  his  wrath  against 
me,  and  he  countetk  me  as  one  of  his  enemies.  His 
troops  come  together  and  raise  up  their  way  against  me, 
and  encamp  round  about  my  tabernacle,  &c.  Have  pity 
upon  me,  have  pity  upon  me,  O  ye  my  friends  !  for  the 
hand  of  God  hath  touched  me.”  (See  Job  xix.  6 — 21.) 

In  general,  his  people  are  a  poor  and  afflicted  people. 
Losses,  crosses,  disappointments,  straitened  circumstances, 
are  oftentimes  their  lot  in  life.  These  exercise  their  faith 
and  patience,  give  a  gloomy  aspect  to  their  state,  and 
cause  them  to  apprehend  a  want  of  wisdom  and  mercy  in 
the  design.  “  All  these  things  are  against  me,”  said  the 
Patriarch,  ignorant  of  the  ultimate  design  of  God,  in  the 
dark  labyrinth,  through  which  he  was  then  leading  him 
and  his  family  to  honour.  It  is  not  seldom  that  his  people 
are  called  to  suffer  for  him,  and  in  consequence  of  bearing 
the  character  of  his  servants.  But  be  it  so  :  still  there  is 
the  same  wisdom  and  love  in  their  Friend  and  Saviour  ; 
yea,  all  his  dispensations  are  equally  the  effect  of  that 
wisdom,  and  that  love  :  “  All  the  ways  of  the  Lord  are 
mercy  and  truth  to  them  that  keep  his  covenant  and  his 
testimonies.”  “  All  things  are  yours,  all  things  for  your 
sake,”  says  the  Spirit  of  Truth  to  the  church  of  Christ ; 
“  all  things  working  together  for  your  good.”  The  darkness 
most  usually  arises  from  our  ignorance,  from  the  con¬ 
tracted  limits  to  which  our  views  are  confined.  The  end 
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will  surely  discover  the  wisdom  of  the  whole;  if  it  be  not, 
as  it  often  has  been,  discovered  even  by  the  way,  in  a 
retrospective  view  of  the  particular  dispensation.  It  is  thus 
the  Apostle  argues  for  the  encouragement  of  the  church  ; 
“Ye  have  heard  of  the  patience  of  Job,  and  have  seen 
the  end  of  the  Lord  ;  how  that  the  Lord  is  very  pitiful,  and 
of  tender  mercy and  “  therefore  take,  my  brethren,  the 
Prophets,  who  have  spoken  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  as  an 
example  of  suffering  affliction,  and  of  patience.”  (James 
v.  10,  11.) 

The  same  judgment  must  be  formed  of 

All  his  afflictive  strokes. — “  No  affliction  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  seemeth  to  be  joyous, but  grievous  :  nevertheless,  after¬ 
ward  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  unto 
them  which  are  exercised  thereby.”  Pain  is  pain ;  we 
cannot  but  feel  it  as  such  :  we  ought  to  do  so ;  nor  is  it  the 
design  of  the  Lord  that  we  should  not.  We  must  no  more 
despise  and  think  little  of  the  chastening  of  the  Lord, 
than  faint  when  we  are  rebuked  of  him.  (Heb.  xii.  5.) 
But,  let  it  ever  be  remembered,  he  does  not  suffer  the 
affliction  of  his  people  to  come  by  chance  ;  nor  does  he 
afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men.  We  are 
ready  to  think  we  could  do  better  without  them :  but  He, 
who  is  the  good  Physician,  knows  well  what  is  necessary : 
the  kind,  the  severity,  and  the  continuance,  are  under  the 
regulation  of  his  wisdom  and  love  ;  and  though  the  rack¬ 
ing  pain  of  the  stone  or  the  gout  may  afflict  the  frame,  it 
will  be  found  that  not  one  pain  too  much  hath  ever  exer¬ 
cised  the  faith  and  patience  of  his  people.  This,  indeed, 
can  be  evident  only  to  faith,  when  considering  their  de¬ 
sign,  their  tenderness,  their  present  effects,  and  their  ulti¬ 
mate  issue.  If  they  humble  us  under  sin  ;  if  they  lead  to 
more  simple  and  more  direct  faith  upon  the  word  and  truth 
of  God ;  if  they  are  the  means  of  sanctification,  or  sweeter 
communication  of  spiritual  enjoyment,  of  closer  union  and 
communion  with  God,  or  more  ardent  desire  for  another 
and  a  better  world  ;  it  will  be  evident  in  the  end,  that,  in- 
vol.  in.  M 


102 


SERIES  V _ ESSAY  XI. 


stead  of  doing  us  harm,  they  have  been  the  means  of  most 
important  blessings,  that  will  be  the  ground  of  thankfulness 
throughout  eternity. 

We  may  illustrate  this  view  still  further  by 

All  the  withdrawments  of  his  gracious  presence,  and  the 
hiding  of  his  countenance.  These,  though  the  worst  of 
sorrows  to  those  who  have  known  his  love,  are  what 
his  people  too  often  deserve,  what  their  refractory  dis¬ 
obedience  requires,  and  the  necessary  chastisements  of  the 
Father’s  displeasure,  to  recal  his  rebellious  children. 

“  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him, 
and  he  will  shew  them  his  covenant :  ”  he  will  manifest 
himself  to  them  as  he  does  not  unto  the  world.  But  if  we 
walk  not  with  him,  he  will  not  walk  with  us :  if  we  walk 
contrary  to  him,  he  will  walk  contrary  to  us,  and  the  frowns 
of  his  fatherly  displeasure  shall  remind  his  children  of  their 
folly.  In  the  time  of  spiritual  prosperity  they  are  too  apt 
to  be  elated  with  confidence,  and  to  rest  in  an  ignorant 
security  upon  the  stability  of  their  frames  ;  till,  convinced, 
too  often  practically  convinced,  of  their  own  instability  and 
weakness,  and  chastened  for  their  folly,  they  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  lament,  “  Thou  didst  hide  thy  face,  and  I  was 
troubled.”  (Psalm  xxx.  6,  &c.)  “  Oh  that  I  knew  where 

1  might  find  him,  that  I  might  come  even  to  his  seat,  to 
order  my  cause  before  him,  and  fill  my  mouth  with  argu¬ 
ments !”  (Job  xxiii.  3 — 7.)  “  But  I  go  forward,  and  he 

is  not  there ;  and  backward,  but  I  cannot  perceive  him  ; 
on  the  left  hand,  where  he  doth  work,  but  1  cannot  behold 
him  ;  he  hideth  himself  on  the  right  hand,  that  I  cannot 
see  him.”  (8,  9.)  Such  was  the  lamentation  of  the  Psalmist 
also  when  afflicted  with  wave  upon  wave,  and,  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  former  principles  and  enjoyments,  his  soul  was 
cast  down  within  him  :  “  I  will  say  unto  God  my  rock. 
Why  hast  thou  forgotten  me  ?”  (Psalm  xlii.) 

Such  is  the  state  of  the  church,  so  beautifully  represent¬ 
ed  in  the  language  of  allegory,  when,  long  inattentive  to 
the  kind  invitation  of  her  Beloved,  she  at  length  finds  that 
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he  has  withdrawn  :  “  I  sleep,  but  my  heart  waketh:  it  is 
the  voice  of  my  Beloved,  that  knocketh,  saying,  Open  to 
me,  my  sister,  my  love,  my  dove,  my  undefiled  ;  for  my 
head  is  filled  with  dew,  and  my  locks  with  the  drops  of  the 
night.  1  have  put  off  my  coat,  how  shall  I  put  it  on  ?  I 
have  washed  my  feet,  how  shall  I  defile  them  ?  My  Beloved 
put  in  his  hand  by  the  hole  of  the  door ;  and  my  bowels 
were  moved  for  him.  I  rose  up  to  open  to  my  Beloved, 
and  my  hands  dropped  with  myrrh,  and  my  fingers  with 
sweet-smelling  myrrh,  upon  the  handles  of  the  lock.  I 
opened  to  my  Beloved,  but  my  Beloved  had  withdrawn 
himself,  and  was  gone.  My  soul  fainted  when  he  spoke.  I 
sought  him,  but  I  could  not  find  him  ;  I  called  him,  but  he 
gave  me  no  answer.”  (Song  v.  2—6).  Who,  that  knew  the 
light  of  his  countenance,  but  will  then  long  for  its  return, 
but  will  earnestly  supplicate,  in  the  ordinances  of  his  house, 
“  Let  me  behold  thy  power  and  glory,  so  as  I  have  seen 
them  in  the  sanctuary  !” 

But  let  not  the  humble  believer,  in  such  circumstances, 
write  bitter  things  against  his  own  soul :  faith  will  still  di¬ 
rect  to  the  unchaugeableness  of  His  love  and  grace.  “  Why 
art  thou  cast  down,  O  my  soul  l  and  why  art  thou  disqui¬ 
eted  in  me  ?  Hope  thou  in  God ;  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him 
for  the  help  of  his  countenance.”  (Psalm  xlii.)  “  He  know- 
eth  the  path  that  I  take  :  when  he  hath  tried  me,  I  shall 
come  forth  as  gold.”  (Job  xxiii.)  Still  “  I  am  my  Beloved's, 
and  my  Beloved  is  mine.”  (Song  vi.  3.)  When  the  prayer 
of  faith,  with  earnest  cry,  ascends  to  the  throne  of  his 
grace  ;  when  it  supplicates,  Return,  return,  thou  blessed 
Jesus,  the  source  of  my  joy,  the  object  of  my  love,  He 
will  answer  it  with  the  language  of  compassion:  “Fora 
small  moment  have  I  forsaken  thee,  but  with  great  mer¬ 
cies  will  I  gather  thee  :  in  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from 
thee  for  a  moment,  but  with  everlasting  kindness  will  I 
have  mercy  on  thee,  saith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer,’  &c. 
(Is.  liv.  7—10.)  If  he  withdraws  the  sweet  consolation  of 
his  grace,  to  shew  the  evil  of  sin,  to  convince  us  of  the 
value  of  his  love  and  favour  ;  when  the  penitent  returns 
ashamed  and  confounded  for  his  folly,  he  “  will  heal  his 
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backsliding’,  he  will  love  him  freely,  because  his  anger  is 
turned  away  from  him.”  (Hos.  xiv.  1,  &c.)  If  for  the 
iniquity  of  his  covetousness,  ( i .  e.  his  sensual  desires,)  he 
hath  been  wroth,  and  smote  him ;  if  he  hid  himself,  and  was 
wroth  ;  he  will  not  contend  for  ever,  neither  will  he  always 
be  wroth,  lest  the  spirit  should  fail  from  before  him,  and 
the  souls  which  he  hath  made.  “  I  have  seen  his  ways,” 
says  he,  “  and  will  heal  him  :  I  will  restore  comfort  unto 
him,  and  to  his  mourners.  I  create  the  fruit  of  the  lips  : 
peace,  peace,  to  him  that  is  far  off,  and  to  him  that  is  near, 
saith  the  Lord,  and  I  w  ill  heal  him.”  (Isa.  lvii.  1G— 19.) 

He  may  suffer  his  people  to  be  exercised  with  trials  and 
temptations  ;  but  though  he  suffers  them,  he  directs  them  : 
in  all  points  he  was  tempted  like  as  wre  are,  that  he  might 
have  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities.  Such  situations  may,  and 
do  oftentimes,  excite  the  unbelieving  fears  of  his  children, 
and  cause  them  to  go  mourning  from  day  to  day.  How 
often  are  they  ready  to  say.  If  1  be  a  believer,  why  am  1 
thus  ?  The  enemy  prevails  against  me  :  “Why  go  I  mourn¬ 
ing  because  of  the  oppression  of  the  enemy  ?”  “  Oh  wretched 
man  that  I  am,  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death?”  He  loathes  himself  and  his  corruptions:  he  dreads 
the  power  and  malice  of  the  enemy  :  he  trembles  at  a  sense 
of  danger,  and  cries  with  importunity,  Lord,  save;  I  perish. 
This,  no  doubt,  is  the  design  of  the  dispensation  ;  and,  if 
brought  to  this  temper  under  it,  deliverance  is  not  far  be¬ 
hind. 

But  how  often  do  such  scenes  of  darkness  excite  in 
the  mind  of  the  believer  hard  thoughts  of  Jesus,  his  best 
and  his  eternal  Friend  !  Why,  says  the  desponding  mind, 
should  he,  to  whom  I  have  committed  the  keeping  both  of 
body  and  soul,  who  is  almighty  to  deliver,  yet  suffer  me 
to  be  so  harassed,  tormented,  and  distressed  by  the  power 
of  the  enemy,  when  he  needs  neither  wisdom  to  extricate 
nor  ability  to  rescue  ?  The  enemy,  indeed,  thou  trembling- 
soul,  intends  thine  harm,  and  even  thy  destruction :  in 
yourself,  you  have  reason  to  fear  he  may  thrust  thee  to  the 
point  of  danger  ;  but  he  shall  go  no  further  :  He  who  has 
both  him  and  his  devices  in  his  hand,  He  who  permits  the 
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exercise  of  his  malice  so  far,  still  holds  him  in  his  hand, 
and  says,  “  Hitherto  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther;”  and 
“  when  the  enemy  comes  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  will  lift  up  the  standard  against  him”  (Isa.  fix.  19); 
and,  “  with  every  temptation,  he  will  make  away  for  your 
escape,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it.”  (1  Cor.  x.  13.) 

Let  this  support  thy  believing  expectation  ;  and  while 
the  shield  of  faith  is  thy  dependance,  thou  shalt  not  be 
destroyed.  “  The  wrath  of  all  his  enemies  shall  praise  him, 
and  the  remainder  of  wrath  he  will  restrain.”  Let  his  word 
be  the  rule  of  thy  faith,  and  it  will  provide  a  defence  against 
the  weakness  of  thy  fears.  Let  the  character  of  thy  Lord 
and  Saviour  be  contemplated  ;  his  offices,  and  covenant 
designs  ;  and  it  will  teach  thee  that  all  must  be  well  in  his 
hands.  He  has  laid  up  rich  treasures  of  consolation  in  his 
word  of  promise,  and  the  fulfilment  of  them  is  secured  by 
his  exaltation,  since  he  knows  how  prone  we  are  to  un¬ 
belief,  and  how  ready  to  be  carried  away  with  the  external 
appearances  of  things. 

Let  us,  then,  endeavour  to  realize  these  views,  in  every 
dispensation.  Let  faith  behold  his  wisdom  and  power, 
his  goodness  and  his  grace,  his  covenant  engagements 
and  mediatorial  offices  ;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  aspect 
of  any  of  his  dispensations,  we  shall  be  confident  that 
they  will  do  us  no  harm.  Let  us  wait  the  issue,  till  we 
behold  “  the  end  of  the  Lord,”  and  we  shall  have  the  most 
complete  demonstration  of  his  compassion  and  his  truth. 

The  last  messenger  which  he  sends  to  his  people  upon 
earth  is  often  a  most  formidable  one  :  but  the  messenger 
of  death  can  do  his  saints  no  harm.  It  comes  but  at  his 
bidding.  He  has  the  keys  of  death  and  the  grave  ;  he 
openeth,  and  no  man  shutteth  ;  he  shutteth,  and  no  man 
openeth.  (Rev.  i.  18.)  The  prospect,  to  nature  and  to  sense, 
is  alarming  :  it  is  the  curse  of  sin  ;  it  is  the  dreadful  sen¬ 
tence  of  an  angry  God ;  it  is  the  consecpience  of  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  his  holy  law,  the  wages  of  transgression,  the  final 
execution  of  the  sentence  upon  earth.  But,  as  it  comes 
from  Jesus,  its  aspect  is  changed  :  he  turns  an  enemy  into 
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a  friend  ;  he  makes  the  gate  of  the  grave  the  gate  of 
heaven ;  he  transforms,  by  his  own  dying  love,  death  into 
life  :  whatever  be  the  messenger  which  brings  the  summons, 
whatever  the  form  in  which  it  may  appear,  whatever  the 
disease  that  breaks  down  the  mortal  frame,  it  can  do  his 
people  no  harm.  The  language  which  the  solemn  mes¬ 
senger  speaks  to  his  children  is  only,  “  Come  up  hither, 
and  I  will  shew  thee  things  which  must  be  hereafter. ..Enter 
into  the  presence,  the  glory,  the  kingdom,  the  joy  of  thy 
Lord.”  Soon  he  shall  come  again  in  judgment.  He  shall 
come  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with  his  holy  angels,  and 
sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory  ;  the  judgment  shall  be  set, 
and  the  books  be  opened,  when  from  his  face  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  shall  flee  away.  He  shall  come  “  to  execute 
judgment  upon  all,  and  to  convince  all  that  are  ungodly 
of  their  ungodly  deeds  which  they  have  committed,  and  of 
all  their  hard  speeches  which  ungodly  sinners  have  spoken 
against  him.”  (Jude  14.)  The  description  is  full  of  terror, 
the  prospect  most  interesting.  The  scene  will  be  most  so¬ 
lemn.  Human  fears  are  excited  in  the  breast  of  the  pious, 
the  devout,  the  believing,  the  soul  most  conversant  by  faith 
with  the  person,  character,  and  glories  of  the  Redeemer ; 
but  the  language  of  inspiration  to  such  is,  “  Lift  up  your 
heads,  for  your  redemption  draweth  nigh :  now  is  your 
salvation  nearer:  now  is  come  salvation,  and  the  king% 
dom  of  God  and  of  his  Christ,  and  they  shall  reign  for 
ever  ^nd  ever.”  The  Judge  is  their  friend,  your  friend, 
O  belilpver  :  your  glory  and  felicity  are  connected  with  the 
pomp  and  terrors  of  that  day  ;  ye  shall  be  in  his  train  ;  for 
the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first,  and  the  living  and  dead 
of  his  servants,  instantly  quickened  and  raised  at  his  coming, 
shall  be  caught  up  together  in  the  clouds  to  meet  the  Lord 
in  the  air.  Therefore  comfort  yourselves,  comfort  one 
another,  with  these  words  (1  Thess.  iv.  15);  for  when  he 
comes  to  take  vengeance  on  his  enemies,  he  shall  be  glo¬ 
rified  in  his  saints,  and  admired  in  all  them  that  believe. 
(2  Thess.  i.  10.)  Then  shall  all  his  designs  of  love  be  com¬ 
plete,  all  their  fears  dissipated,  all  their  hopes  fulfilled, 
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and  his  greatest  glory  and  terror  be  their  greatest  bliss. 
The  opinion  of  the  world,  as  to  their  Lord  and  as  to  them¬ 
selves,  will  be  changed  indeed.  We  fools,  (ye  fools  no 
longer),  we  fools  accounted  their  lives  madness,  and  their 
end  to  be  without  honour;  but  how  are  they  numbered  with 
the  saints,  and  their  lot  is  with  the  children  of  the  Most 
High!  (Wisdom.) 

Let  us,  then,  hence  direct  our  views  as  to  the  service  of 
our  Lord  and  Master.  The  world  judge  by  outward  ap¬ 
pearances;  and  these  doubtless  are  on  the  side  of  the  world 
and  its  votaries  in  the  present  state.  If  in  this  life  only 
we  had  hope  in  Christ,  we  should  be,  of  all  men,  most 
miserable.  These  appearances  often  distress  the  mind  of 
the  true  believer,  when  faith  is  weak  and  unbelief  pre¬ 
valent  ;  when  he  knows  not,  or  recollects  not,  his  true 
character,  the  object  of  his  hope,  the  provision  for  his 
consolation,  and  the  security  on  which  they  all  rest. 
But  let  him  realize  the  character  of  Christ  and  the  truth 
of  God,  and  it  will  be  most  evident  that  it  is  better  to 
suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season  :  that  the  reproach  of  Christ  is 
greater  riches  than  all  the  treasures  of  the  world.  He  may 
be  confident,  that,  while  under  his  care,  nothing  can,  no¬ 
thing  shall,  harm  him.  When  a  child  is  led  by  a  father’s 
hand,  though  he  be  conducted  through  the  gloomy  passage, 
his  confidence  in  paternal  wisdom,  love,  and  care,  will  make 
him  easy  and  satisfied  ;  or,  though  he  follow  with  a  trem¬ 
bling  step  and  more  trembling  mind,  he  is  but  needlessly 
alarmed  :  but  when  Infinite  Wisdom,  Almighty  Power,  and 
Covenant  and  Everlasting  Love  lead  the  servants  of  the 
Lord,  in  their  way  through  this  dark  wilderness  world, 
they  may  well  follow  the  leading  hand  of  a  more  than 
tender  Parent,  and  rest  their  hopes,  their  wishes,  and  their 
fears  in  confidence  upon  him.  Yea,  if  they  rejoice  not  in 
every  dispensation,  it  is  not  for  want  of  reasons  for  joy, 
but  for  want  of  faith;  since  God,  “  willing  more  abundantly 
to  shew  unto  the  heirs  of  promise  the  immutability  of  his 
counsel,  confirmed  it  by  an  oath,  that  by  two  immutable 
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things,  in  which  it  was  impossible  for  God  to  lie,  we  might 
have  a  strong  consolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay 
hold  upon  the  hope  set  before  us.”  (Heb.  vi.) 

On  the  contrary,  it  needs  little  observation  to  discern 
that  the  ways  of  the  world  are  all  ways  of  uncertainty  and  of 
misery ;  that  its  pleasures  are  mixed  with  the  basest  alloy, 
the  certainty  of  an  end,  of  a  loss  beyond  recovery  ;  that 
sinners  are  continually  bringing  themselves  into  destruc¬ 
tion  and  sorrow  ;  and  that  sin,  in  its  nature,  as  well  as  by 
the  curse  of  God,  must  issue  in  eternal  death  and  eternal 
sorrow.  Let  not  such,  then,  think  so  gloomily  of  the 
believer.  True  it  is,  he  does  not  live  as  he  ought ;  he  does 
not  realize  by  faith  his  principles,  nor  appropriate  to  himself 
the  joys  which  are  his  right ;  and  therefore  it  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  what  he  is,  any  more  than  what  he  shall  be.  True  it 
is  also,  that  many  who  profess  the  character  know  nothing 
of  its  reality,  and  so  bring  a  discredit  upon  a  name  which 
does  not  properly  belong  to  them,  upon  a  character  which 
they  bear  only  in  external  appearance.  But  the  believer 
in  Jesus  hath  fled  to  him  from  sin  and  the  curse,  hath 
escaped  from  the  ruined  state  of  fallen  nature,  and  stands 
before  God  in  that  new  Covenant  Head  in  whom  he  hath 
a  title  to  life  and  salvation.  “  He  hath  peace  with  God, 
being  justified  by  faith,”  &c.  He  is  accepted  of  and 
through  that  Saviour  in  whom  he  trusts:  he  is  the  object  of 
his  continual  care  and  preserving  power  ;  all  the  dispensa¬ 
tions  of  heaven  and  earth  are  in  the  hands  of  his  Lord  for 
his  good.  It  is  love  that  guides  the  afflictive  stroke ;  it  is 
wisdom  that  directs  every  trying  scene  ;  his  almighty  power 
restrains  the  enemy :  all  things  shall,  not  only  not  hurt 
him,  but  work  together  for  good.  Death  is  his  best  friend  ; 
and  eternity  full  of  blessings.  “  Remember  me,  then,  O 
Lord,  with  the  favour  which  thou  bearest  unto  thy  people  ; 
O  visit  me  with  thy  salvation  ;  that  I  may  see  the  good  of 
thy  chosen,  that  I  may  rejoice  in  the  gladness  of  thy  na¬ 
tion,  that  I  may  glory  with  thine  inheritance.”  (Psal.  cvi. 


4,  5.) 


Jesus  will  do  his  saints  no  harm:  let  it,  then,  be  out 
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concern  that  we  do  ourselves  no  harm,  by  departing  from 
his  ways.  Do  thyself  no  harm,  O  sinner!  by  rejecting 
Christ,  without  whom  thou  must  sink  into  eternal  ruin,  and 
nothing  can  do  thee  good.  Do  thyself  no  harm,  O  be¬ 
liever,  by  inattention  and  disobedience  to  his  commands : 
“  Oh,”  says  he,  “  that  there  were  such  an  heart  in  them, 
that  they  would  fear  me  and  keep  my  commandments,  for 
their  good,  always  !  ”  (Compare  Deut.  v.  29 ;  Psal.  lxxxi. 
13,  &c.)  Our  sins  will  injure  us  when  nothing  else  can ;  nor 
can  any  thing  prevent  their  carrying  us  down  to  everlasting 
destruction,  but  the  unchangeableness  of  his  love,  and  that 
almighty  power  that  can  bring  good  out  of  evil.  They  will 
certainly  bring  upon  us  the  evils  which  we  dread  in  Divine 
correction,  to  purge  their  pollutions  away.  Blessed  be 
that  Love  that  thus  watches  over,  and  designs  by  every 
dispensation  the  benefit  of,  his  church.  His  chastisements 
shall  do  them  no  harm ;  and  the  sooner  they  shall  have  the 
effect  of  bringing  them  back  to  himself,  the  sooner  they 
shall  be  removed ;  and  very  soon  shall  all  his  corrections  be 
ended,  and  his  withdrawments  terminate  for  ever,  and  ter¬ 
minate,  like  those  of  a  wise  and  loving  father,  in  the  ever¬ 
lasting  benefit  of  his  children.  When  thus  trained  and  pre¬ 
pared  on  earth  for  himself,  they  shall  wait  no  longer  for  the 
inheritance  provided  for  them  ;  no  part  shall  be  withdrawn 
from  the  enjoyment  of  their  glorified  spirit;  but  in  full  pos¬ 
session  they  shall  serve,  love,  and  enjoy  him,  in  all  the  ful¬ 
ness  of  his  blessing,  without  a  cloud,  without  a  frown,  with¬ 
out  a  sorrow,  throughout  eternity.  Amen. 
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Hope  is  the  grand  restorative  of  human  nature,  the  great 
consoler  of  the  mind  amidst  all  the  sorrows  ot  the  world. 
The  hope  of  better  things  oftentimes  satisfies  us  in  the 
emptiness  of  present  enjoyment,  supports  us  under  the  pres¬ 
sure  of  present  affliction,  and  encourages  us  to  rise  above 
dejection,  and  go  forward  with  renewed  exertion  in  the 
path  of  life.  But  there  is  nothing  in  which  we  are  more 
liable  to  be  deceived,  in  which  we  more  generally  are  de¬ 
ceived,  than  in  the  expectations  we  form  from  earth :  one 
hope  after  another  passes  by,  and  leaves  us  nothing  in  pos¬ 
session.  Hope  still  catches  at  something  beyond,  which 
soon  proves  itself  equally  delusive  ;  till,  after  a  succession 
of  varied  expectations  and  disappointments,  the  end  comes 
and  closes  all  our  hopes  below.  But  the  human  mind  is 
formed  for  future  expectations,  and  is  therefore  still  dis¬ 
posed  to  look  beyond  the  limits  of  this  world  into  eternity, 
where  everlasting  joys  or  sorrows  await  the  immortal  spirit ; 
the  possession  of  the  kingdom  of  eternal  glory,  or  the 
region  of  everlasting  woe,  where  hope  never  comes  that 
comes  to  all  below.  Here  it  is  of  infinite  importance,  that 
we  should  not  be  ultimately  deceived,  because  this  delu¬ 
sion  admits  of  no  reparation  :  and  yet  we  read  of  the  hope 
of  the  hypocrite,  that  is  like  the  spider’s  web  ;  and  the  hope 
of  the  sinner,  that  maketh  ashamed. 

Blessed  be  God  for  the  hope  of  the  Gospel — the  hope 
of  our  calling — the  glorious,  the  blessed  hope — the  hope 
of  everlasting  life;  even  “the  Loud  Jesus  Christ, 
who  is  our  Hope.”  (1  Tim.  i.  1.)  The  hope  of  the 
sinner  has  ever  been  connected  with  the  person,  work,  and 
office  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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The  promised  Messiah  was  of  old  “  the  Hope  of  Is¬ 
rael”  (Acts  xxviii.  20) ;  and  the  dignity  of  his  nature  as 
Jehovah,  as  well  as  the  glory  of  his  character  as  the 
Redeemer,  leads  them  to  trust  in,  and  plead  with  him, 
as  the  Hope  of  Israel  ;  the  Saviour  thereof  in  the 
time  of  trouble  (Jer.  xiv.  8) ; — as  the  hope  of  his  people, 
and  the  strength  of  the  children  of  Israel.  (Joel  iii.  16.) 
As  such,  he  is  set  forth  through  every  dispensation,  in 
prophecy  and  in  promise  ;  not  only  in  the  dignity  of  his 
Divine  nature,  but  in  the  union  of  his  human  nature  ;  till, 
in  the  light  of  the  Gospel,  he  shines  forth  in  all  the  glory 
of  his  mediatorial  character,  offices,  and  fulness  of  bless¬ 
ings — the  unchanging,  the  everlasting  hope  of  his  church — 
the  hope  of  everlasting  glory  to  them. 

If  then  the  exercise  of  hope  be  so  necessary,  so  pre¬ 
cious  through  life,  and  especially  in  the  hour  of  death ; 
this  name  and  character  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  must  be 
equally  necessary,  equally  precious  :  and  so  it  is  to  the 
convinced  humble  penitent,  the  trembling  and  returning 
backslider,  the  afflicted  and  dying  believer.  If  such  have 
any  peace  or  consolation,  any  joy  or  triumph,  it  arises 
alone  from  the  animating  consideration,  that  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  is  our  Hope. 

“  Behold  1  lay  in  Sion  for  a  foundation”  (such  is  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Eternal  Truth),  “  a  stone,  a  tried  stone,  a  precious 
corner-stone,  a  sure  foundation  :  he  that  believeth  shall 
not  make  haste.”  Whether  this  laying  the  stone  refers 
to  the  setting  up  the  Redeemer  in  the  counsels  of  Eternal 
Love,  when  he  engaged  to  become  the  Surety  of  his 
people  ;  or  to  his  incarnation,  in  which  “  he  was  made 
under  the  law,  to  redeem  us  who  were  under  the  law, 
that  we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  sons  ;”  or,  to  his 
crucifixion,  in  which  the  Lord  laid  upon  him  the  iniquity 
of  us  all ;  or  to  his  resurrection,  by  which  he  was  declared 
to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit 
of  Holiness,  by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead,  and  ap¬ 
peared  as  the  first  fruit  and  pledge  of  the  resurrection ; 
or  to  his  exaltation  on  the  throne,  when  he  received  all 
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power  in  heaven  and  earth,  to  give  eternal  life  to  as  many 
as  were  given  him ; — in  each  of  these,  or  especially  in  all 
of  them  together,  he  becomes  the  only,  but  sure,  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  sinner’s  hope  towards  God.  Of  all  the  hopes 
we  can  entertain  of  present  or  eternal  good,  what  pleasing 
expectations  can  a  creature  form  without  the  favour  of 
God  ?  But  as  soon  as  man  departed  from  God,  he  lost 
that  favour,  and  became  exposed  to  his  wrath :  and  as  he 
still  remains  a  sinner,  and  a  transgressor  of  the  law,  that 
law  condemns  him,  and  thunders  to  his  heart  the  sentence 
of  the  Righteous  Judge,  as  an  angry  God.  The  state 
of  man  therefore,  as  without  Christ,  is  thus  described  by 
the  Apostle  :  “  Aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel, 
strangers  to  the  covenant  of  promise,  without  hope,  and 
without  God  in  the  world.”  He  alone  could  remove  the 
guilt  of  sin,  which  had  separated  us  from  God  and  hap¬ 
piness  ;  and  roll  away  the  dark  clouds  which  rested  upon 
our  future  prospects.  For  this  he  undertook  our  cause, 
assumed  the  office  of  the  Mediator,  pledged  his  heart  to 
the  work  of  redemption;  and,  “in  the  fulness  of  time, 
was  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  redeem 
us  who  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  obtain  the 
adoption  of  sons.”  The  person  and  character  then  which 
he  sustains  are  such  as  astonish  the  mind  of  angels, 
and  will  afford  them,  together  with  redeemed  sinners,  a 
subject  of  contemplation  for  eternity,  open  a  source  of 
eternal  and  inexhaustible  wonders  and  admiration,  and 
constitute  his  ability  to  realize  all  the  hopes  which  we  are 
encouraged  to  rest  upon  him. 

His  name  was  then  called  Jesus,  the  Lord,  the  Saviour, 
Immanuel,  God  with  us  ;  and  so  called  because  he  really 
is,  what  the  name  designated  him  to  be,  God  and  Man 
in  one  glorious  person.  Hence,  through  all  his  season 
of  condescension  upon  the  earth,  the  glories  of  his  Divine 
nature  shone  through  the  weakness  of  his  human  nature  ; 
and  when  in  the  form  of  man,  he  yet  asserted  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  God,  and  often  manifested  his  almighty  power 
over  the  works  of  nature,  or  the  world  of  spirits.  It  was 
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for  our  sakes  that  lie  became  an  Infant  in  a  manger,  the 
Man  of  Sorrows,  despised  and  rejected  of  men  ;  for  our 
sakes  that  he  condescended  and  humbled  himself,  even 
to  the  death  of  the  cross,  that  he  might  give  himself  a 
ransom  for  his  people,  that  he  might  be  the  propitiation, 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  the  righteousness 
of  God  in  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins  ;  and  having  laid 
the  foundation  of  our  hope,  by  the  sorrows  of  his  blood 
and  of  his  cross,  he  confirmed  it  by  the  glorious  triumph 
of  his  resurrection,  and  maintains  it  by  his  mediatorial 
intercession  before  the  Father,  and  his  government  upon 
the  throne.  In  Him  then  I  have  a  sure  ground  of  hope 
of  all  that  a  sinner  can  need  ;  what  without  him  no  sinner 
could  procure,  but  without  which  every  sinner  must  be 
eternally  undone.  I  rest  on  him  in  hope  of  pardoning 
mercy,  because  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  from 
all  sin  ;  and  “  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  even 
the  forgiveness  nf  our  sins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his 
grace.”  (Eph.  i.  7.)  Being  justified  by  faith  in  him,  I 
have  peace  with  God  (Mom.  v.  1);  nor  is  there  any  con¬ 
demnation  to  them  who  are  in  Christ  Jesus.  (Rom.  viii.  1.) 
In  the  engagement  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  he  stands 
pledged  to  regenerate  the  hearts,  and  sanctify  the  souls,  of 
his  people ;  to  give  them  a  new  heart  and  a  right  spirit, 
and  write  his  law  upon  their  minds.  (Heb.  viii.  10.)  His 
power  stands  engaged  to  preserve  what  his  love  and  grace 
begins  (Phil.  i.  6):  and  the  life  which  he  gives  his  people 
is  eternal  life :  and  being  able  to  accomplish  all  his  de¬ 
signs,  he  has  promised  that  they  shall  never  perish,  neither 
shall  any  pluck  them  out  of  his  hands.  (John  x.  28.)  In 
all  these  expectations  the  believing* sinner  has  a  sure  foun¬ 
dation  to  rest  upon,  in  the  fulness  of  the  atonement,  the 
merit,  the  righteousness,  and  the  completeness  of  the  re¬ 
demption,  the  all-sufficiency  of  the  grace  and  power  of 
the  Redeemer  :  his  hope  now  rests,  not  upon  the  mere 
mercy  and  goodness  of  God — which,  connected  with,  or 
in  opposition  to,  his  justice  and  truth,  could  never  flow 
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down  upon  the  sinner — but  upon  that  plan  of  covenant 
grace  in  which  mercy  and  truth  unite  in  the  person  of  the 
Redeemer;  in  which  all  his  perfections  harmonize  ;  in  the 
execution  of  which,  before  the  Lord  our  Saviour,  his  truth 
and  justice  are  most  glorified  in  his  mercy,  and  he  be¬ 
comes  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to 
cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness. 

Here  then  my  hope  reclines ;  on  that  which  would 
otherwise  be  the  ground  of  the  most  alarming  terror,  as 
reconciled  in  Christ  Jesus.  I  rejoice  at  the  remembrance 
of  his  holiness.  Blessed  Jesus,  blessed  foundation  of  my 
eternal  hopes !  here  may  my  soul  rest ;  here  may  my  faith 
rely,  and  my  hope  shall  never  make  ashamed,  in  time,  in 
death,  or  through  eternity. 

Reader,  is  Jesus  thy  dependance;  the  only  foundation 
of  thy  hopes  ?  He  alone  is  the  foundation  which  God 
hath  laid;  and  “  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that 
is  laid ;”  nor  is  there  any  other  name  under  heaven  whereby 
a  sinner  can  be  saved.  You  hope  for  acceptance  through 
the  Divine  mercy ;  but  a  sinner  has  no  title,  no  claim,  to 
mercy,  but  in  the  way  in  which  God  has  promised  it. 

Thy  tears,  thy  repentance,  thy  duties,  however  impor¬ 
tant  and  necessary  in  their  place,  are  no  suitable  acts  of 
atonement  for  your  violation  of  the  holy  law,  and  are 
therefore  unfit  to  appear  in  the  sight  of  a  holy  God ;  and 
whatever  is  presented  instead  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  cross, 
however  excellent  in  the  eye  of  him  that  presents  it,  will 
only  be  considered  as  an  act  of  rebellion  ;  dishonourable 
to  the  wisdom  of  God  in  the  appointment  of  a  Redeemer, 
and  dishonourable  to  the  complete  redemption  he  has  ob¬ 
tained.  If  Jesus  be  thy  hope  of  salvation,  he  has  indeed 
brought  thee  to  repentance,  in  order  to  forgiveness  ;  but, 
ashamed  of  every  act  of  grace,  as  it  is  thine  own,  thou  art 
renouncing  all  dependance  upon  it,  in  its  most  lively  exer¬ 
cise  :  and  as  he  alone  hath  procured  pardon,  by  the  blood 
of  his  cross,  and  righteousness  by  his  obedience,  even 
unto  death ;  as  lie  alone  hath  magnified  the  law,  and  made 
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it  honourable,  and  glorified  the  justice  of  God  in  the  sab 
vation  of  sinners,  he  alone  will  be  all  thy  confidence,  all 
thy  salvation,  and  all  thy  desire. 

He  who  is  alone  the  foundation,  is  also  the  security  of 
our  hope. — Certainty  and  security  are  what  no  earthly  hope 
can  boast  of.  The  best  mere  earthly  hope  is  but  as  the 
blossom  of  the  flower  ;  which,  the  more  sweet  the  odour, 
the  more  elegant  the  texture,  the  more  beautiful  the  colour, 
is  generally  the  more  delicate,  the  more  liable  to  injury, 
and  the  more  temporary  in  its  duration.  But  Jesus,  as  a 
foundation,  is  called  a  Rock;  the  Rock  of  Ages,  the  Rock  of 
Eternity.  He  who  builds  on  him,  builds  in  confidence;  the 
expectations  which  rest  on  him,  in  the  exercise  of  a  living 
faith,  shall  never  be  disappointed  nor  ashamed.  He  is 
able  to  keep  all  that  we  commit  to  him  against  the  great 
day.  My  security  then  as  a  believing  sinner  is  this,  that  my 
Surety  has  finished  transgression,  made  an  end  of  sin,  and 
brought  in  everlasting  righteousness.  His  atonement  is 
infinite  in  its  virtue :  his  redemption  is  complete ;  the 
sacrifice  has  been  offered  on  my  behalf,  and  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  :  his  victories  are  finished  over  satan,  death,  and 
the  grave  ;  and  now  all  power  is  put  into  his  hands,  in 
heaven  and  on  earth,  that  he  may  give  eternal  life  to  as 
many  as  were  given  him.  He  is  the  Head  over  all  things 
to  his  church  ;  and  while  his  promises  guarantee  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  returning  sinner,  and  the  blessings  of  re¬ 
demption  to  the  humble  believer,  he  reigns  in  his  almighty 
power  as  well  as  covenant  and  unchanging  love,  to  accom¬ 
plish  his  design,  to  fulfil  those  promises,  and  finish  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  his  people.  “  He  is  able  therefore  to  save  to  the 
uttermost  all  who  come  unto  God  by  him,  seeing  he  ever 
liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them.”  The  Mediator  and 
Surety  himself,  in  the  person  of  all  the  covenant  blessings, 
preserves  them  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  church,  and  dis¬ 
tributes  in  the  present  state  in  measure  as  he  pleases,  till 
he  gives  them  without  measure  in  the  kingdom  of  his  glory. 
— Let  then  the  believer  know,  that  there  is  no  uncertainty 
in  his  foundation,  nor  in  the  promises  of  the  Gospel  :  they 
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are  all  yea  and  amen  in  Christ  Jesus  :  it  is  his  faith  that  is 
weak ;  it  is  his  faith  that  wavers  and  changes ;  but  not  the 
grace,  the  love,  the  power,  nor  the  faithfulness  of  his  Re¬ 
deemer.  The  exercise  of  this  hope,  upon  the  faithfulness 
of  his  salvation,  the  Apostle  beautifully  compares  to  an 
helmet,  which  secures  the  head  of  the  believer,  while 
fighting  the  good  fight  of  faith  ;  and  thus  covers  and  pro¬ 
tects  him  when  assaulted  by  the  power  and  malice  of  the 
enemy.  And  so  it  will  always  prove  when  the  believer 
holds  fast  his  confidence  upon  the  grace,  fulness,  and  faith¬ 
fulness  of  his  Redeemer.  By  another  still  more  beautiful 
figure,  the  Apostle  represents  the  hope  of  the  believer  as 
an  anchor,  both  sure  and  stedfast ;  firm  and  unbroken  in 
itself,  and  never  letting  go  that  hold  which  it  has  laid 
upon  the  power  and  faithfulness  of  God.  The  best  anchor 
will  not  prevent  the  ship  from  being  tossed  upon  the  waves, 
and  agitated  by  the  winds  and  storms  ;  but  it  will  preserve 
it  through  the  whole  unhurt.  So  the  faith  of  the  believer 
may  be  shaken,  and  the  soul  be  too  much  agitated  with  the 
storms  of  life  ;  but  secured  by  that  anchor  which  is  within 
the  vail,  it  shall  ride  out  every  storm  :  every  rolling  billow 
only  hastens  it  forward,  till  it  passes  over  them  all,  safe  into 
the  harbour  of  eternal  rest ;  for  there  the  Forerunner  is  for 
us  entered,  even  Jesus,  as  the  eternal  King  and  Priest,  for 
the  benefit  of  his  people.  Then  shall  he  consummate  all 
the  hopes  that  rest  on  him  through  eternity.  “Not  one 
good  thing  shall  fail  of  all  which  he  has  promised ;  but  all 
shall  come  to  pass.”  (Josh,  xxiii.) 

The  present  stale  of  the  believer  is  a  state  of  faith  and 
hope :  his  enjoyment  springs  from  the  exercise  of  these 
graces,  and  are  pleasures  in  expectation  rather  than  in  en¬ 
joyment.  But  soon  all  that  he  has  lamented  over  and  feared 
shall  be  for  ever  done  away;  and  all  that  he  has  looked  for 
with  holy  expectation,  grounded  upon  the  promise  of  his 
word  in  Christ  Jesus,  shall  be  realized  and  consummated 
in  eternal  enjoyment. 

In  the  present  state  of  darkness,  ignorance,  infirmity, 
and  remaining  corruption,  it  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most 
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difficult  exercises  of  the  believer’s  faith,  to  maintain  a  con¬ 
fidence  of  those  glories  which  await  him  beyond  the  grave  ; 
for  “  it  does  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be.”  To  be 
without  infirmity, without  sin, without  fear, without  enemies, 
without  danger — to  be  without  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such 
thing,  holy  and  unblameable  in  the  sight  of  God — is  a  state 
of  which  we  can  form  so  little  conception  in  the  present  state, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  believe  its  possibility.  To  have  this 
dying  body  made  like  unto  the  Redeemer’s  own  glorious 
body,  to  have  all  its  powers  and  faculties  enlarged,  suitable 
to  the  powers  and  faculties  of  the  immortal  spirit,  that 
shall  no  more  be  limited,  debased,  or  defiled  with  its  in¬ 
firmities,  pollutions,  or  corruptibility  ;  how  incredible  the 
fact,  but  as  insured  by  the  promise  of  God,  and  to  be 
effected  by  that  almighty  power  whereby  he  is  able  to 
subdue  all  things  to  himself.  To  have  all  the  powers  and 
faculties  of  body  and  soul  united,  exalted  into  a  capacity 
for  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  communicable  fulness  of  the 
God-man  Mediator ;  to  have  that  capacity  satisfied  in  the 
full  enjoyment,  without  a  wish  unsatisfied  or  a  desire  un¬ 
fulfilled,  and  without  the  apprehension  of  diminution  or 
change  throughout  eternity ;  to  be  placed  in  a  state  of 
glory,  where  there  can  be  no  more  to  hope  for  but  the 
increase  of  the  same  communication  ;  in  a  word,  to  be 
with  Him,  to  see  him  as  he  is,  to  be  like  him,  to  awake 
up  in  his  image,  to  be  in  his  presence,  where  is  fulness  of 
joy,  and  at  his  right  hand,  where  are  pleasures  for  ever¬ 
more  ; — these  are  glories  inconceivable  in  the  present  state 
of  debasement,  misery,  and  corruption.  But  this  is  the 
goodness  which  he  has  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  him,  which 
he  has  wrought  out  for  them  that  trust  in  him,  before  the 
sons  of  men.  (Psalm  xxxi.  19,  &c.)  These  are  the  glories 
which  the  Gospel  reveals  to  animate  our  Christian  walk  and 
warfare,  to  lift  us  up  above  the  world  in  all  trials, — the  glo¬ 
ries  which  are  treasured  up  for  redeemed  sinners  ;  lor  every 
penitent  believing  sinner  in  the  person  of  Jesus,  and  secured 
to  them  by  him  as  their  hope  of  glory.  Here  let  the  be¬ 
liever  direct  his  faith,  “  looking  for  that  blessed  hope  and 
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the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Sa¬ 
viour  Jesus  Christ;”  for  he  who  consummates  all  their 
hopes,  is  himself,  and  in  himself,  their  glorious  object,  and 
their  final  end.  The  heaven  of  heavens  is  but  a  vision 
of  his  glory:  the  ultimate  hope  of  his  people  is  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  himself.  In  him  is  treasured  up  all  that  the  re¬ 
newed  heart  can  desire:  his  presence  in  his  ordinances, 
beheld  by  faith,  is  the  delight  of  his  church  below  ;  his 
presence  in  glory,  without  a  vail,  is  the  bliss  of  heaven. 
“  Thy  favour,”  says  the  believer,  “  is  life,  and  thy  loving¬ 
kindness  better  than  life”  itself  on  earth :  and  “  whom  have 
I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I 
desire  beside  thee.”  To  enjoy  him  is  all  that  any  immortal 
can  enjoy  ;  “  in  wbase  presence  is  the  fulness  of  joy,  and 
at  whose  right  hand  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore.” 
When  a  sinner  hopes  for  pardoning  mercy  through  his 
blood  ;  when  he  rests  his  hope  of  acceptance  upon  the 
merit  of  his  obedience,  he  fulfils  the  promise  of  his 
grace  in  the  gift  of  his  Spirit,  and  forms  the  regenerate 
heart  to  the  enjoyment  of  himself.  This  gift  of  his  grace 
is  the  pledge  of  his  unchangeable  love,  the  confirmation  of 
his  truth,  and  the  earnest  of  a  full  salvation.  And  in  the 
confidence  of  this  the  valley  of  Achor  becomes  a  door  of 
hope;  the  new  nature  which  he  gives  has  faculties  for  new 
enjoyments,  and  is  formed  for  spiritual  delights.  But 
where  shall  it  look  for  a  supply  but  to  him  in  whom  all 
fulness  dwells;  in  whom  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom 
and  knowledge ;  in  whom  are  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
grace  ? 

If,  waiting  in  the  ordinances  of  his  house,  his  desire  is 
to  see  Jesus,  to  behold  his  glory,  to  participate  of  his  grace 
and  favour,  as  he  has  before  seen  it  in  the  sanctuary ; 
without  him  nothing  can  give  delight :  he  is  the  believer’s 
consolation  in  affliction,  his  triumph  in  death,  his  antidote 
against  all  his  sorrows  ;  nay,  the  very  essence  and  fulness 
of  all  his  joys.  He  is  the  hope  of  the  promise  which  God 
has  given,  unto  which  his  church  hope  to  come.  (Acts 
xxvi.  6,  7.)  In  him  he  finds  all  he  can  want,  all  he  can 
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spiritually  desire,  all  he  can  possess  or  enjoy,  his  all  and 
in  all.  It  is  not  so  much  any  thing  from  him,  but  himself 
in  all,  which  is  the  confidence,  and  triumph,  and  joy  of 
the  believer.  The  Lord  is  his  portion,  the  Lord  is  his 
inheritance,  the  all-sufficient  heritage  of  the  believing 
soul.  His  blessings  are  abundant,  suited  to  an  immortal 
soul,  satisfying  to  the  renewed  desire:  but  if  his  loving¬ 
kindness  be  so  excellent ;  if  his  people  are  abundantly  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  fatness  of  his  house,  and  drink  of  the  river 
of  his  pleasure  ;  yet  with  himself  is  the  fountain  of  life, 
and  in  his  light  we  see  light.  (Psalm  xxxvi.  7 — 9.) 

The  Jerusalem  which  is  above  is  glorious  in  all  its 
appendages ;  but  the  consummation  of  all  its  glories  is  the 
presence  of  the  God-man :  “  For  the  city  had  no  need  of 
the  sun,  neither  of  the  moon,  to  shine  in  it ;  for  the  glory 
of  God  did  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof.’* 
(Rev.  xxi.  22,  &c.)  And  there,  there  shall  be  no  more 
curse,  because  the  throne  of  God  aud  of  the  Lamb  shall  be 
in  it;  and  his  servants  shall  serve  him,  and  they  shall  see 
his  face,  and  his  name  shall  be  in  their  foreheads:  and 
there  shall  be  no  night  there,  and  they  need  no  candle, 
neither  light  of  the  sun ;  for  the  Lord  God  giveth  them  light, 
and  they  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.  And  he  said  unto 
me.  These  sayings  are  faithful  and  true.  He  that  testifieth 
these  things  saith,  Surely  I  come  quickly ;  Amen ;  Even 
so,  come,  Lord  Jesus!  (xxii.  3 — 6,  20.)  And  let  thy 
church  behold  and  partake  of  thy  glory. 

Let  me,  then,  contemplate  this  character  and  title  of 
the  Redeemer  in  all  its  fulness  ;  and  I  shall  behold  its 
suitableness  to  my  present  helpless,  hopeless  state,  as  a 
condemned  and  dying  sinner,  in  his  atonement,  righteous¬ 
ness,  and  salvation.  He  is  all  my  soul  could  desire :  in  the 
infinite  perfection  of  his  Divine  nature,  and  the  fulness  of 
his  mediatorial  character,  he  is  suited  to  be  the  glory,  the 
satisfying  portion  of  his  church,  and  that  through  all  eter¬ 
nity.  His  work  and  atonement  lay  the  foundation  of  my 
hope  as  a  sinner  :  his  victory,  ascension,  and  government, 
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secure  the  hopes  I  rest  on  him  as  a  believing  sinner:  in  him¬ 
self  is  all  I  can  hope  for  or  enjoy.  Let  my  sins  be  forgiven 
through  his  blood,  my  person  accepted  in  his  righteousness, 
my  heart  renewed  by  his  grace.  Here  alone  I  desire  to  fix 
my  hope  of  salvation.  Blessed  Jesus,  be  thou  thus  my  hope, 
and  I  can  need  nothing  beside  thee,  want  nothing  when  I 
possess  thee :  1  shall  have  all  in  thee,  that,  with  a  right 
mind,  I  can  wish  ;  and  the  desire  of  the  renewed  nature 
shall  never  be  disappointed,  but  be  satisfied  with  thy  pre¬ 
sence  and  fulness  for  ever  above. 

But  where  shall  sinful  man  find  a  hope  of  salvation  be¬ 
side,  suited  to  the  honour  of  the  Divine  perfections,  adapted 
to  his  own  helpless  misery,  or  even  to  the  powers  of  his 
immortal  sold  ?  Without  a  Divine  Redeemer,  destitute  of 
his  atonement  and  all-perfect  righteousness,  the  best  obe¬ 
dience  of  a  polluted  sinner  can  never  justify  his  person, 
nor  save  his  soul :  without  an  all-sufficient  ransom,  and  an 
everlasting  righteousness,  he  must  be  left  under  guilt  and 
condemnation .  A  view  of  the  spirituality  of  the  holy  law 
will  shake  such  a  presumptuous  hope  to  its  very  founda¬ 
tion  now,  and  judgment  will  destroy  it  for  ever:  nothing 
can  abide  the  trial  of  that  day,  but  the  foundation  which 
God  has  laid  ;  nothing  shall  be  accepted  but  the  faith  that 
rests  upon  it,  and  the  fruits  of  holy  love  that  arise  out  of 
union  with  it.  Let  the  sinner  fly  to  the  hope  set  before 
him  in  the  Gospel,  or  his  best  virtue  will  disappoint  his 
expectation,  and  leave  him  to  perish  as  a  transgressor  of 
the  law  of  God.  Blessed  be  the  Redeemer  for  providing 
such  a  hope  for  sinners  in  such  a  miserable  world,  laying 
its  foundation  in  his  cross  and  passion,  securing  it  by  all 
the  mediatorial  characters  and  offices  that  he  sustains  on 
his  throne  above,  and  the  faithful  promises  of  his  Gospel. 
The  prisoners  of  sin  are  now,  under  the  Gospel,  the  pri¬ 
soners  of  hope  ;  and,  flying  by  faith  to  Him,  shall  never  be 
ashamed  nor  confounded.  (Zech.  ix.  12.)  But  if  the  hope 
of  the  self-righteous  must  fail,  what  is  the  hope  of  the  sin¬ 
ner,  or  the  worldling,  but  vanity  and  delusion  ; — the  gaudy 
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colours  of  a  flying  bubble  that  burst  upon  the  touch  ;  the 
empty  shadow  of  pleasure  that  eludes  the  grasp  ;  the  deli¬ 
cious  draught  of  poison  to  an  immortal  soul. 

Who  will  shew  us  any  good  ?  is  the  language  of  the  many. 
The  riches,  the  pleasures,  the  amusements,  or  the  honours 
of  life,  are  the  great  objects  of  universal  pursuit.  The 
things  of  sense  captivate  the  sensual  mind,  that  derides  the 
hope  of  the  believer  either  as  the  extreme  of  folly,  the  effect 
of  superstition,  or  the  reveries  of  enthusiasm. 

The  joys  of  sense  are  indeed  more  evident ;  more  im¬ 
mediately  the  object  of  present  possession,  if  possession 
it  can  be  called  ;  while  the  hope  of  the  believer  is  as  yet 
unseen  but  to  the  eye  of  faith,  and  uncertain  but  as  re¬ 
alized  by  that  faith  which  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped 
for.  But  how  often  does  the  confession  of  the  worldling 
testify  to  his  disappointment  and  the  failure  of  his  expec¬ 
tation  !  Nor  can  it  be  otherwise  when  his  anchor,  dropped 
amidst  the  storm  of  the  tempestuous  ocean  of  life,  hath 
no  sure  hold  beyond  the  grave.  Such  expectations  may 
amuse  the  season  of  health,  but  leave  the  mind  to  the 
driving  tempest  and  the  beating  storm.  The  hour  of  sick¬ 
ness  puts  them  all  to  flight,  and  in  the  moment  of  death 
they  vanish  for  ever.  When  the  hope  of  the  righteous 
is  gladness,  the  expectation  of  the  wicked  shall  perish. 
(Prov.  x.  28.) 

“  When  the  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wickedness, 
the  righteous  hath  hope  even  in  his  death.”  (Prov.  xiv. 
32.)  Happy  believer  !  resting  on  Christ,  he  finds  the 
foundation  of  pardoning  mercy  securely  laid:  justified  by 
faith,  he  has  peace  with  God,  and  may  glory  even  in  tri¬ 
bulation  (Rom.  v.  1 — 4) ;  for  the  trial  of  faith  only  worketh 
patience,  and  patience  experience,  and  experience  a  hope 
that  maketh  not  ashamed,  because  the  love  of  God  is  shed 
abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  given 
unto  us.  The  Saviour  in  whom  he  trusts  has  glory  and 
power  sufficient  to  support  him  through  all,  to  turn  all  into 
present  peace,  and  the  hope  of  eternal  glory. 

The  hope  that  rests  on  the  highest,  the  firmest,  the 
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subliraest  worldly  good,  is  but  in  the  end  as  the  heath  in 
the  desert,  a  barren  scene  of  fruitless  desolation;  while  the 
hope  that  rests  upon  Jehovah  the  Saviour  shall  be  fruitful  in 
everlasting  joys  and  blessings.  (Jer.  xvii.  7,  &c.)  Let  death 
in  all  its  terror  meet  the  believer,  and  consign  his  body 
to  the  dust,  we  sorrow  not  as  those  who  have  no  hope  ;  we 
believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again,  and  are  therefore 
confident  that  they  which  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with 
him,  &c.  (1  Thess.  iv.  13 — 18.)  Let  the  world  roll  on 
its  continual  changes ;  let  it  finally  pass  away  or  be  burnt 
up,  and  the  heavens  and  elements  dissolve  with  fervent 
heat ;  he  looks  for  the  hope  which  is  laid  up  for  him  in  the 
heavens,  secured  to  him  in  the  word  and  promise  of  the 
Gospel.  His  anchor  is  within  the  vail,  beyond  the  stormy 
sea,  grounded  upon  the  Divine  power  and  faithfulness ; 
upon  Jesus,  the  Rock  of  Ages. 

Faith  may  be  weak,  but  the  foundation  is  immutably 
the  same.  The  grace  of  hope  may  be  shaken ;  but  the 
object  of  hope,  the  foundation  of  hope,  is  still  immutable. 
The  weakness  of  faith  may  shake  the  consolation,  but  can 
never  shake  the  security,  of  the  believer.  Let  the  believer, 
then,  take  hold  of,  and  hold  fast,  this  blessed  hope,  as  encou¬ 
raged  in  the  promise  of  the  Gospel,  and  he  will  anticipate 
the  peace,  the  comfort,  and  the  joy  that  is  reserved  for 
him  above.  “  Seeing,  then,  we  look  for  such  things,  let 
us  be  diligent,  that  we  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace, 
without  spot  and  blemish :  for,  while  looking  for  and 
hastening  unto  the  coming  of  this  day  of  God,  what  manner 
of  persons  ought  we  to  be  in  all  holy  conversation  and  god¬ 
liness  ?”  He  that  hath  this  hope  should  purify  himself 
from  the  pollution  of  earth,  the  vanity  of  time  and  sense,  like 
that  Redeemer  in  whom  he  trusts;  following  the  glorious 
example  of  his  faith,  patience,  and  heavenly-mindedness, 
till  he  beholds  and  enjoys  him,  and  bears  his  likeness  com¬ 
pletely  in  his  kingdom  above. 

While  faith  points  to  such  enjoyments,  and  hope  looks 
forward  to  their  possession,  what  obligation  does  the  be¬ 
liever  feel  to  rise  above  the  world  ;  to  mortify  the  deeds  of 
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the  body ;  to  crucify  the  flesh,  with  its  affections  and  lusts ; 
to  subdue  the  power  of  sin,  and  with  a  holy  contempt  to 
spurn  the  delights  of  earth  ! 

'  Here,  then,  let  my  soul  rest  all  its  hope  before  God,  for 
time  and  for  eternity.  Let  me  make  the  Lord  Jesus  my 
hope  of  grace,  and  I  shall  find  him  my  hope  of  glory  : 
accepted  in  him,  my  hope  of  pardon  and  salvation  can 
never  disappoint  me  :  and  while  weaned  from  earthly  hope, 
I  seek  in  him  my  supreme  enjoyment,  every  hope  shall 
soon  be  satisfied  in  full  possession ;  for  He,  and  He 
alone,  is  all-sufficient  to  the  wants  of  a  sinner,  and  to 
satisfy  the  desires  of  an  immortal  soul.  Happy,  then,  is 
he  who  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  and  whose 
hope  is  in  the  Lord  his  God,  which  made  heaven  and 
earth,  the  sea  and  all  that  therein  is,  who  keepeth  truth 
for  ever,  &c.  (Psalm  cxlvi.  5 — 10).  The  Rock  of  Ages 
shall  never,  therefore,  fail  his  church,  till  he  change  the 
hope  of  glory  into  the  full  fruition  of  it,  in  his  presence 
before  his  throne  above. 
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The  prophetic  descriptions  which  are  given  us  of  the 
King  Messiah  are  such  as  excite  our  admiration  and 
wonder.  He  is  indeed  wonderful,  who  is  the  deepest 
in  humiliation  and  the  highest  in  glory ;  the  lowest  in  suf¬ 
ferings,  but  exalted  the  highest  in  victory  and  triumph. 
The  first  promise  to  fallen  man  revealed  the  Saviour  under 
the  character  of  the  Seed  of  the  Woman  ;  and,  as  this  was 
absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  his  becoming  our  Kinsman 
and  Redeemer,  this  idea  was  essentially  preserved  in  all 
the  future  predictions  of  his  coming.  In  one  of  the  most 
complete,  decisive,  and  luminous  predictions  of  his  advent, 
he  who  is  represented  as  the  Child  born,  and  the  Son 
given,  is  called — and  what  he  was  called  no  doubt  he  is — 
the  Wonderful  One,  the  Counsellor,  the  Mighty  God,  the 
Everlasting  Father,  the  Father  of  Eternity;  and,  in  his 
mediatorial  character,  in  which  all  are  united,  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  We  stand  in  admiration  when  reading  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  prophecies,  foretelling  the  appearance  of  a 
person  in  whom  such  wonderful  contrasts  were  to  meet ; 
but  we  are  satisfied  of  their  truth,  when  we  behold  them 
actually  meeting  in  the  person  of  Jesus.  We  acknow¬ 
ledge  him  as  Immanuel,  God  with  us ;  we  hear  him  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  angelic  host,  in  the  moment  of  his  birth, 
as  the  Saviour  Christ  the  Lord ;  and  adore  the  great  mystery 
of  godliness,  God  manifest  in  the  flesh.  Never  should 
we  contemplate  his  condescension  but  in  the  recollection 
of  his  essential  glories  ;  and,  while  we  behold  in  Jesus  the 
mighty  God,  and  behold  that  mighty  God  becoming  a 
Child  that  he  may  become  the  Saviour,  well  may  our  minds 
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be  lost  in  wonder,  in  contemplating  a  subject  which  angels 
desire  to  look  into,  which  not  only  will  never  be  fully  un¬ 
derstood  on  earth,  but,  perhaps,  not  even  by  the  highest 
intelligences,  while  adoring  through  the  countless  ages  of 
eternity. 

We  are  now  then  to  contemplate  this  wonderful  Child. 
Oh  that  we  might  thus  be  excited  to  adore  his  glories,  to 
imitate  his  holiness  and  meekness,  and,  with  the  grateful 
language  of  a  thankful  heart,  celebrate  the  remembrance  of 
his  condescension  and  the  designs  of  his  grace ! 

The  first  inquiry  which  an  attentive  observer  would  make, 
upon  hearing  the  long  distant,  and  varied  predictions  of  his 
birth,  would  naturally  be,  who  he  is:  What  manner  of  child 
is  this  ?  There  surely  must  be  something  remarkable  in  his 
person,  whose  birth  is  recorded  with  such  care ;  predicted 
so  often,  through  succeeding  ages,  by  a  long  succession  of 
Prophets,  even  from  the  beginning ;  foretold  with  such  pre¬ 
cision  as  to  his  genealogy,  the  place  and  the  time,  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  such  Divine  authority  in  the  most  solemn  manner. 
“  The  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts  shall  do  this.” 

It  is  highly  necessary  to  be  informed  of  this,  that  we 
may  see  the  propriety  of  the  prophetic  declaration ;  that 
our  faith  being  intelligent  and  clear,  we  may  comply  with 
the  prophetic  command,  to  rejoice  and  to  adore.  But 
say,  O  ye  Prophets  of  the  Lord  1  is  it  any  wonder  that  a 
child  is  born,  a  circumstance  which  is  the  most  common, 
and  continually  recurring  in  every  time  and  place?  Though 
he  should  be  a  good  man,  or  a  great  man,  high  and  honour¬ 
able,  a  prophet  himself ;  or  even  destined  in  the  maturity 
of  his  age,  to  be  a  great  benefactor  of  mankind,  or  a  mighty 
conqueror  of  the  nations ;  why  are  we  to  be  told  that  he 
is  born,  that  he  becomes  a  child  ?  Who  ever  becomes  a 
man,  but  he  first  was  bom  a  child  ?  who  ever  arose  to  dig¬ 
nity  and  power  but  from  such  a  helpless  feeble  state  ?  The 
wisest,  the  greatest,  the  most  honourable,  and  the  most 
powerful,  are  compelled  to  acknowledge,  “  When  I  was  a 
child  I  thought  as  a  child,  I  spake  as  a  child,  I  understood 
as  a  child.”  Why  then  all  this  parade,  and  glory  of  pro- 
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phetic  description,  in  foretelling  a  circumstance  so  common, 
and  so  generally  unnoticed  ? 

They  do  solve  the  question,  and  give  us  a  satisfactory 
answer,  in  which  they  all  concur ;  founded  indeed  upon  a 
truth  which  reason  cannot  comprehend,  and  at  which  faith 
itself  stands  astonished  :  but  upon  any  other  ground  their 
declarations  appear  both  unaccountable,  and  beyond  the 
simplicity  of  the  subject.  We  dare  not  then,  with  those 
who  scruple  not  to  deny  what  their  feeble  intellect  cannot 
understand,  suppose  the  lofty  language  of  the  Prophets 
no  other  than  the  bold  rhapsody  of  poetic  fancy,  or  the 
strong  flight  of  Egyptian  imagination.  No;  it  contains 
only  the  plain  declaration  of  a  fact,  which,  however  lofty 
their  descriptions,  rises  infinitely  above  the  loftiest  of  them 
all,  and  which  no  human  language  can  ever  display,  nor 
human  imagination  conceive :  we  believe  and  wonder  at 
all  which  is  told  us  concerning  this  Child,  in  the  prophetic 
pages,  confirmed  by  the  simple  declaration  of  Evangelists 
and  Apostles  ;  nor  will  we  venture  to  deny  what  God  has 
spoken.  Let  us  hear  then  their  united  testimony. 

The  most  evangelical  of  them  will  teach  us,  that  the  Son 
of  the  Virgin,  the  Seed  of  the  Woman,  is  to  be, 

Immanuel,  God  with  us.  (Isa.  vii.  14.)~The  church  is 
called  upon  to  expect  his  approach  as  their  God,  coming 
for  their  salvation  (xxxv.  4) :  his  forerunner,  when  he 
prepares  his  way,  is  to  go  before  the  face  of  Jehovah. 
In  him  the  glory  of  Jehovah  is  to  be  revealed,  who 
giveth  not  his  glory  to  another  (chap.  xl.  3—15):  and  in 
this  view  the  Gospel  Church  is  represented,  as  welcoming 
Jesus  the  Saviour.  “  So  this  is  our  God  ;  we  have  waited 
for  him,  and  he  will  save  us :  this  is  Jehovah ;  we  have 
waited  for  him,  we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  his  salvation.” 
(xxv.9.)  Another  Prophet,  concurring  with  theprediction  of 
his  predecessor,  tells  us,  that  the  righteous  Branch  of  David 
so  long  expected  by  the  believing  Israelite,  is  no  other 
than  Jehovah  our  righteousness.  (Jer.  xxiii.  5,  G.)  While 
another,  leading  us  to  the  very  fields  of  Bethlehem,  as  the 
birth-place  of  the  humble  Jesus,  yet  recals  our  minds  from 
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the  effects  which  that  humiliating  scene  might  have  upon 
our  faith,  to  inform  us,  that  his  goings  forth  have  been  of 
old,  from  everlasting.  (Mic.  v.  2.)  And  with  what  glory 
was  the  second  temple  ever  filled,  predicted  by  another,  but 
with  this  glory  of  the  Lord,  in  the  person  of  Jesus  ?  (Com¬ 
pare  Isa.  xl.  5,  with  Hag.  ii.  7.)  By  another  Prophet  he  pro¬ 
claims  his  own  approach  as  Jehovah,  coming  to  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  his  people,  whom  Jehovah  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
should  send,  and  to  whom  the  Gentile  nations  should  be 
gathered,  and  amongst  whom  he  would  place  his  resi¬ 
dence.  (Zech.  ii.  10,  11.) 

By  the  last  of  the  Prophets,  in  whom  the  prophetic  spirit 
was  to  cease,  till  his  own  advent,  lie  again  reminds  his 
church  of  his  approach  ;  and  while  he  encourages  their 
expectation  of  him,  as  the  Lord  whom  they  had  been 
seeking  from  the  beginning,  the  Angel  or  Messenger  of  the 
covenant  of  redemption,  who  had  long  been  the  object  of 
his  delight,  he  declares,  in  conformity  with  the  Prophet 
Isaiah,  that  it  is  he  himself  who  will  bear  these  characters: 
“  Behold  I  will  send  my  Messenger,  and  he  shall  prepare 
the  way  before  me,  saith  Jehovah,  God  of  Hosts.”  (Mai. 
iii.  1,  4,  5.)  But  behold  the  time  of  the  Prophets  is  ful¬ 
filled  ;  the  fulness  of  the  time  is  come  ;  the  angel  predicts 
his  conception  and  his  birth,  and,  in  fulfilment  of  the  pro¬ 
phetic  declaration,  prescribes  that  his  name  shall  be  called 
Jesus,  Jehovah  the  Saviour,  the  just  interpretation  of  the 
name  Immanuel.  (Matt.  i.  23.)  The  heavenly  host  pro¬ 
claim  him  to  the  wondering  shepherds,  as  Christ  the  Lord ; 
his  forerunner  enters  the  scenes  of  this  lower  world  before 
him,  that  he  might  be  the  Prophet  of  the  Highest,  to  go 
before  the  face  of  the  Lord,  to  prepare  his  way,  as  said 
the  Prophet  Isaiah.  (Luke  i.  76.)  And,  in  conformity  to 
the  dignity  of  his  commission,  he  actually  calls  them  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  ways  of  Jehovah,  when  he  points  out  the  Divine 
Object  of  his  mission  as  one  who,  though  coming  after 
him,  was  preferred  before  him  ;  whose  shoe-latchet  he  was 
not  worthy  to 'stoop  down  and  unloose;  and  who  not  only 
was  before  him  in  preference,  but  before  him  hi  existence ; 
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one  with  the  Father  throughout  eternity ;  though  born  his 
successor  in  the  progress  of  time  on  earth.  (John  i.  27— ■ 
80.)  Upon  this  subject  the  sacred  historian  is  determined 
to  leave  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  when  he  tells  us, 
“  The  Word  which  was  made  flesh  was  in  the  beginning 
with  God,  and  was  God  ;  that  all  things  were  made  by 
him,  and  without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was 
made.”  (John  i.  1 — 3,  14,  &c.)  Let  Apostles  join  their 
testimony  ;  and  they  will  tell  us  also,  that,  being  in  the 
form  of  God,  he  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal 
with  God,  though  he  humbled  himself  for  us  (Phil.  ii.  6)  ; 
that  all  things,  visible  and  invisible,  thrones  and  dominions, 
principalities  and  powers,  were  the  work  of  his  all- creating 
hand  (Col.  i.  16) ;  that  he  is  the  brightness  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther’s  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his  person  (Heb.  i. 
3) ;  that  he  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life  (1  John  v.  20) ; 
that  he  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the 
End,  the  First  and  the  Last ;  the  Lord  which  is,  and  which 
was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Almighty.  ]  (Rev.  i.  8.) 
And  here  let  it  be  observed,  that  all  these  things  are 
spoken  of  him  by  Prophets,  Evangelists,  and  Apostles ; 
not  only  with  regard  to  his  Divine  Nature,  but  in  the  consi¬ 
deration  of  his  condescension  and  appearance  in  the  nature 
of  man,  either  in  the  view  of  his  condescension,  or  during 
his  actual  humiliation,  or  after  his  deepest  abasement  on 
the  cross  and  in  the  grave  ;  and  that  they  relate  to  him  as 
the  God-Man  Immanuel,  that  very  person  who  was  the 
Babe  of  Bethlehem,  the  Rod  of  the  stem  of  Jesse,  the 
Man  of  Sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief ;  that  we  might 
not  be  deceived  by  the  humility  of  his  appearance,  nor  the 
depth  of  his  condescension  ; — that  we  might  know  that  no 
common  thing  is  predicted  when  we  are  told,  “  Unto  us  a 
Child  is  born,”  but  might  join  our  adorations  with  Prophets, 
Patriarchs,  Evangelists,  Apostles,  and  all  the  Saints  of 
God,  to  the  Child  of  Bethlehem,  the  God  and  Man  in  one 
Christ ! 

But  let  us  take  a  view  of  the  fact ;  and  behold  this  glo¬ 
rious  person  as  the  Child  born,  and  the  Son  given.-The 
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promised  Messiah,  however  wonderful  in  his  person  and 
triumphant  in  his  victory — though  he  was  to  bruise  the  ser¬ 
pent’s  head,  a  promise  in  which  is  included  the  destruction 
of  the  greatest  of  all  the  enemies,  and  in  him  all  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  man  together,  with  all  the  consequences  of  his 
hatred,  and  the  effect  of  his  first  victory  over  man — was  to 
be  the  Seed  of  the  Woman.  By  the  Prophet  Isaiah  we  are 
taught,  that  the  Seed  of  the  Woman  implies  the  seed  of 
the  woman  alone,  and  that  a  virgin  should  conceive  and 
bring  forth  a  son;  that  as  the  woman,  being  deceived,  was 
first  in  the  transgression,  so  the  woman  might  be  honoured 
as  the  first  means  of  salvation.  Let  us  then  behold  the 
accomplishment ;  and  we  are  told  by  St.  Luke  the  angel 
Gabriel  was  sent  from  God  unto  a  city  of  Galilee,  named 
Nazareth,  unto  a  virgin  espoused  to  a  man  whose  name 
was  Joseph.  “Fear  not,”  said  the  divine  messenger  to 
the  astonished  maid,  “  for  thou  hast  found  favour  with 
God ;  and  behold  thou  shalt  conceive  in  thy  womb,  and 
bring'  forth  a  Son,  and  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus,”  &c. 
And,  to  satisfy  the  doubting  of  her  hesitating  mind,  he 
informs  her,  that  this  should  be  accomplished  by  the  im¬ 
mediate  operation  of  God  ;  for  that  the  Holy  Ghost  should 
come  upon  her,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest  should 
overshadow  her.  Therefore,  that  Holy  Thing  which  should 
be  bom  of  her  should  be  called  the  Son  of  God.  Let 
unbelievers  deny  the  truth ;  it  stands  upon  as  good  testi¬ 
mony  as  any  other  historical  circumstance  :  nor  could  the 
first  promise,  nor  the  prediction  of  the  Prophet,  nor  the 
expectations  of  the  church  from  the  beginning,  have  been 
fulfilled  without  such  a  miraculous  interposition  to  accom¬ 
plish  them,  and  the  actual  existence  of  so  wondeyful  a 
fact.  The  Seed  of  the  Woman  was  in  a  little  time  re¬ 
stricted  to  the  line  of  Abraham,  the  friend  of  God,  who 
was  to  be  thus  honoured  as  the  father  of  the  faithful :  and 
of  the  truth  of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  for  when  he 
was  born  of  Jewish  parents,  he  was  the  Seed  of  Abraham, 
the  eminent  Seed  of  that  renowned  patriarch.  Of  the 
race  of  Abraham,  the  tribe  of  Judah  and  the  family  of 


50 


SERIES  V.— ESSAY  XIII. 


David  were  afterwards  selected  ;  and  from  that  tribe  and  of 
that  family  were  descended  both  his  reputed  father  and 
real  mother.  Joseph,  his  reputed  father,  is  declared  to 
be  of  the  house  and  lineage  of  David ;  and  the  fact  is  de¬ 
cidedly  proved  by  the  amazing  interposition  of  Divine 
Providence.  The  very  time  of  the  decree  of  Caesar 
Augustus,  that  every  one  should  be  taxed  in  his  own  city, 
while  it  brought  the  parents  of  Jesus  to  Bethlehem,  un- 
designedly,  to  fulfil  the  prophetic  declaration,  as  to  the 
place  of  his  birth,  plainly  distinguished,  and  gave  a  public 
notoriety  to  the  tribe  and  family  to  which  they  belonged ; 
for  Joseph  went  up  from  Nazareth  into  Judaea,  unto 
the  city  of  David,  which  is  called  Bethlehem,  becausp 
he  was  of  the  house  and  lineage  of  David.  (Luke  ii.  4.) 
— That  the  Virgin  was  descended  from  the  same  tribe 
and  family  as  Joseph,  can  never  be  doubted,  since  no  virgin 
of  the  house  of  David  would  marry  out  of  that  family  to 
which  the  promise  of  the  Messiah  was  attached  :  nor  is  it 
at  all  probable  that  any  male  of  the  lineage  of  David  would 
forfeit  his  expectation  of  being  (though  only  the  reputed) 
father  of  Messiah,  by  marrying  a  virgin  of  any  other  family*. 
The  angel,  indeed,  who  could  not  be  mistaken  in  the  an¬ 
nunciation  of  his  conception  and  birth,  without  the  inter¬ 
position  of  an  earthly  father,  plainly  speaks  of  David  as  his 
ancestor:  “  The  Lord  God  shall  give  unto  him  the  throne 
of  his  father  David implying,  without  a  doubt,  that  he 
then  addressed  a  daughter  of  that  royal  house.  The  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  heavenly  host  to  the  wondering  shepherds 
pointed  him  out  as  born  in  the  city  of  David  ;  the  mention 
of  which  was  intended  to  direct  their  faith  to  him  as  the 
promised  offspring  and  son  of  that  renowned  Icing  of 
Israel. 

Let  us  then  approach  the  hallowed  but  the  humble 
place  where  the  infant  Jesus  lay,  like  the  shepherds,  in 
the  exercise  of  faith  and  admiration  ;  or  with  the  wise 

*  See,  in  Collyer’s  Lectures,  a  quotation  from  the  Ancient  Universal 
History,  as  to  the  genealogies  of  our  Lord. 
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men,  directed  from  the  East  by  the  star  that  intimated  the 
rising  of  the  Star  of  Bethlehem,  the  Bright,  the  Morning- 
Star  of  his  church ;  to  present  our  best  offerings  at  his 
feet;  the  gold  of  precious  faith,  the  frankincense  of  pious 
and  devout  worship,  and  the  myrrh  of  all  the  Christian 
graces  that  can  do  honour  to  the  Saviour’s  name.  Let 
us  then  view  him  in  the  utmost  weakness  of  his  humilia¬ 
tion  ;  the  extremes  meeting  in  that  cast-out  Infant  will 
require  all  the  exercise  of  our  faith :  but  why  should  it  be 
thought  a  thing  incredible,  when  the  infinite  and  almighty 
power  of  Jehovah  is  exercised  in  effecting  it;  when  it  is 
declared,  “  The  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts  shall  do  this?” 
How  the  fact  is  accomplished,  neither  men  nor  angels 
can  conceive  or  tell :  it  is  the  great  mystery  of  godliness, 
and  shall  be  so  throughout  eternity  ;  nor  can  it  be  at 
all  surprising  that  the  greatest  work  of  God  is  a  mystery 
to  our  finite  minds.  Do  we  know  the  nature  or  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  our  own  spirit  ?  Do  we  fully  know  even  the  nature 
or  structure  of  our  body  ?  Or,  have  we  the  least  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  manner  of  their  union  in  one  person?  Have 
not  philosophers  of  different  sects  denied  us  the  possession 
of  both  the  one  and  the  other  ;  refined  the  body  into  pure 
spirit,  or  debased  the  spirit  into  material  substance ;  be¬ 
cause  unable  to  comprehend  the  one  or  the  other,  and 
to  evade  the  difficulty  of  the  union  of  both  ?  Indeed,  if 
men  will  deny  what  they  cannot  understand,  they  must 
deny  the  whole  of  the  present  system  of  things  :  there  can 
be  no  end  to  the  wandering  of  the  human  imagination, 
till  it  finds  itself  bewildered  in  doubt  and  the  boundless 
region  of  universal  scepticism. 

But  it  is  a  truth,  because  it  is  a  fact:  we  believe  it  on 
the  best  of  testimonies,  the  testimony  of  God,  that  “  God 
was  manifested  in  the  flesh  ;”  that  the  child  born,  the 
infant  Jesus,  is  Christ  the  Lord.  He  appears  on  earth 
in  helpless  infancy,  and  in  all  things  is  made  like  unto  his 
brethren  in  human  nature,  from  the  birth  to  manhood  and 
to  the  grave.  But  to  behold  this  iniant  Saviour,  this 
condescending  dignity,  this  God  on  earth,  we  are  not  led 
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to  the  stately  mansions  of  the  great  and  powerful ;  sur¬ 
rounded  with  all  that  can  strike  the  eye  of  admiration, 
and  filled  with  all  that  pomp,  and  pride,  and  earthly  gran¬ 
deur  can  supply.  We  behold  not  the  robe  of  pearls  and 
fine  linen ;  the  ornaments  of  state,  that  give  a  deceitful 
and  dazzling  lustre  to  dying  flesh.  Cast  out  from  the 
womb,  there  is  no  place  for  the  infant  Jesus,  even  in  the 
inn  :  his  birth-place  is  the  stable,  amidst  the  herds  of  the 
stall ;  his  cradle  the  manger,  and  his  bed  the  hay  ;  desti¬ 
tute  of  all  attendants,  till  the  humble  shepherds  are  directed 
to  go  and  worship  ;  who  soon  leave  him  again  to  the  alone 
care  of  his  neglected  and  disregarded  parents.  These 
circumstances  indeed  are  beneath  our  notice,  and  un¬ 
worthy  of  serious  attention,  in  comparison  of  the  fact  of 
the  Word  made  flesh,  which  includes  every  other  wonder 
in  itself;  except  as  it  discovers  still  more  the  depths 
of  his  condescension,  his  contempt  of  earthly  dignity,  and 
the  voluntary  abasement  to  which  he  submitted,  to  be¬ 
come  the  Saviour  of  a  ruined  race,  as  receiving  at  once 
the  loftiest  adoration  and  the  basest  neglect.  Let  us  re¬ 
member  that  this  is  the  mighty  God.  When  we  see  him 
as  a  child  born,  the  babe  sweetly  smiling,  not  with  the 
semblance  only,  but  with  the  most  perfect  unsullied  in¬ 
nocence,  in  its  parents’  arms,  had  not  the  word  of  truth 
declared  it,  had  not  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  spoken  it,  our 
faith  had  staggered  to  receive,  and  our  lips  trembled  to 
declare 

“  This  fact,  so  strange,  ’tvvere  bold  to  think  it  true, 

Tfnot  far  bolder  still  to  disbelieve.” 

The  Ancient  of  eternal  days  become  the  Infant  of  an 
hour:  the  everlasting  Father  of  eternity  begins  to  live, 
and  enters  upon  a  new  state  of  existence :  the  eternal 
Wisdom  assumes  a  child-like  ignorance  and  simplicity: 
the  Author  of  all  life,  received  its  life  from  a  mother’s 
womb,  its  nourishment  from  a  mother’s  breast :  the  Sup¬ 
porter  of  the  universe,  the  Upholder  of  nature,  is  himself 
upheld  in  a  mother’s  arms:  the  Glory  of  heaven  becomes 
a  child  on  earth  :  the  Joy  of  heaven  sheds  infant  tears ; 
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and  the  worship  of  the  angelic  host  is  cast  out  of  men, 
having  no  leading  glory  that  compels  the  attention  of  his 
creatures,  hut  is  denied  a  place  in  which  to  repose,  or  to 
secure  his  infant  weakness.  Be  astonished,  O  ye  heavens, 
at  this.  Let  heaven  and  earth  unite  to  admire  his  amazing 
condescension,  his  tenderest  love,  and  free  sovereign  grace. 

That  he  should  at  all  become  a  man,  who  had  been 
infinitely  humbled  by  taking  upon  himself  the  nature  of 
angels,  would  have  been  a  wonderful  act  of  inconceivable 
love  :  but  behold,  he  is  born  a  child,  with  all  the  weak¬ 
ness,  wants,  and  infirmities  of  infancy,  that  he  might 
possess  an  entire  conformity  to  our  nature.  It  is  true  that 
he  was  born  in  a  wonderful  manner — born  of  a  pure 
virgin,  by  the  power  and  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
that  the  ancient  prophecies  from  the  beginning  might  be 
fulfilled.  But,  independent  of  this  consideration,  in  all 
things  he  was  made  like  unto  us  :  he  grew  up  as  a  tender 
plant;  he  became  the  holy  Child  Jesus,  the  Babe  of  Beth¬ 
lehem,  increasing  in  wisdom  and  in  stature,  and  in  favour 
with  God  and  man:  like  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  “  for¬ 
asmuch  as  the  children  were  partakers  of  flesh  and  blood, 
he  also  himself,  in  like  manner,  took  part  of  the  same ; 
that  through  death  he  might  destroy  him  that  had  the 
power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil.”  Well  might  the 
prophets  of  old  inquire  and  search  diligently,  who  prophe¬ 
sied  of  the  grace  which  should  come  unto  us;  “  searching 
what,  or  what  manner  of  time  the  Spirit  of  Christ  which 
was  in  them  did  signify,  when  it  testified  beforehand  the 
sufferings  of  Christ,  and  the  glory  that  should  follow ; 
which  things  the  angels  desire  to  look  into.”  (1  Pet.  i. 
10—12.) 

Well  may  those  exalted  intelligences  gaze,  contemplate, 
and  adore.  Never  was  such  a  wonder  before  revealed  to 
heaven  or  earth  ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  any  can  equal  its 
dignity  and  mystery  throughout  eternity.  Well  might 
they  stoop  to  view  the  infant  Jesus,  the  Lord,  the  Savi¬ 
our  in  a  manger ;  and  delight  to  bear  the  tidings  of  his 

vol.  ni.  '  o 
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birth  and  humiliation  to  the  simple  shepherds,  on  the  plains 
of  Bethlehem.  Well  might  they  surround  the  throne  with 
their  songs  of  celebration  :  well  might  they,  as  again  ascend¬ 
ing  to  surround  the  throne  above,  unite  in  the  song  ot 
praise ;  and  leave  on  earth  the  dying  sounds  of  their  ex¬ 
alted  songs  for  the  mystery  of  our  redemption,  “  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest ;  on  earth  peace ;  good  will  towards 
men.”  If  we  believe  the  fact,  let  us  join  the  song,  “  Here¬ 
in  is  love  ;  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  God  loved  us, 
and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins.”  But 
the  greatness  of  the  wonder,  as  the  greatness  of  the  mercy, 
consists  in  the  design :  **  Unto  us  a  child  is  born Unto  you 
is  born  (said  the  angelic  host)  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ 
the  Lord,  “  Immanuel,  God  with  us,”  (or  God  for  us,) 
with  us  for  our  redemption  and  salvation.  If  he  took  our 
flesh  and  blood,  the  Apostle  tells  us,  that  it  was  “  through 
death  to  overcome  him  that  had  the  power  of  death ;  that  is, 
the  devil;”  and  that  he  might  be  a  merciful  and  faithful  High 
Priest  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  to  make  reconciliation 
for  the  sins  of  the  people.  His  condescending  to  the  very 
state  of  infancy  throws  a  most  encouraging  aspect  over  the 
state  of  dying  infants,  and  encourages  us  to  infer  (if  any 
one  could  possibly  doubt  of  it),  and  I  apprehend  with  con¬ 
fidence,  the  certainty  of  their  salvation.  Why  should  he 
have  taken  their  state,  but  for  their  benefit?  He  surely 
might  have  come  into  this  world  without  passing  through 
the  condition  of  infant  weakness  :  the  power  that  formed 
him  in  the  womb,  without  the  natural  means,  and  beyond  the 
natural  order  of  generation,  might  at  once  have  formed  him 
in  perfect  manhood,  as  in  the  first  creation  of  man.  But  he 
bare  that  nature  in  the  state  and  condition  which  he  came 
to  save.  Nor  is  it  here  unworthy  of  remark,  that  infants 
were  the  first  martyrs -in  his  cause.  (Matt.  ii.  16.)  It  was 
predicted  that  by  them  his  praise  should  be  exalted  and 
perfected ;  and  they  were  therefore  honoured  as  the  instru¬ 
ment  of  proclaiming  his  Divine  glory,  when  by  a  Divine 
impulse  they  shouted  in  the  temple,  “  Hosannah  to  the 
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Son  of  David  !  ”  (Matt.  xxi.  15.)  His  kind  and  compas¬ 
sionate  heart  welcomed  them  to  his  arms  in  the  time  of  his 
flesh,  and  rebuked  those  who  would  have  kept  them  from 
him  :  “  Suffer  little  children,  and  forbid  them  not,  to  come 
unto  me  :  for  of  such”  (there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  in  its 
most  literal  acceptation)  “  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.”  But 
if  it  be  possible  (as  with  me  it  is  not)  to  entertain  any 
doubt  as  to  those  who  are  dead,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
as  to  the  invitation  and  the  encouragement  the  humble 
Saviour  intends  to  give  to  you,  who  in  the  years  of  child¬ 
hood  are  inclined  to  seek  his  grace.  “  I  love  them,”  says 
he,  “  who  love  me ;  and  they  that  seek  me  early  shall 
find  me.”  ... 

There  is  something  most  amazing  in  the  thought,  though 
we  speak  of  it  without  wonder.  He  took  your  state  of 
infant  and  child-like  imbecility,  that  he  might  know  your 
little  wants,  infirmities,  and  fears ;  that  he  might  sympathize 
even  with  your  child-like  simplicity,  admit  your  feeble 
prayers  and  praises  with  delight,  and  become  your  Almighty 
Friend  and  Saviour.  And  will  not  you  turn  from  sin,  that 
crucified  your  Lord?  and  love  that  precious  Saviour,  whose 
tenderness  is  so  great  to  you ;  who  loved  you  so  as  to  bear 
your  infirmities ;  who  will  pardon  your  sins,  keep  your 
souls,  bless  you  with  his  riches,  and  save  you  with  an  ever¬ 
lasting  salvation  ?  Then  love,  adore,  and  serve  him  ;  and 
remember,  when  rejoicing  in  his  salvation,  the  sweet  ex¬ 
ample  he  has  set  you  of  filial  obedience ;  that  every  act  of 
dutiful  submission  to  parental  authority  may  be  endeared 
to  you,  by  the  conduct  of  Him  who,  though  God  in  our 
nature,  was  subject  to  his  parents  in  all  things.  Let  no 
act  of  submission  then  appear  hard  ;  or  be  performed  with 
reluctance  to  that  superior  authority  which  the  God  of 
nature  has  constituted,  or  that  superior  wisdom  which  age 
and  experience  have  necessarily  obtained  above  the  small 
extent  of  your  years  and  knowledge. 

But  he  who  delights  in  the  prayer  and  praise  of  infant 
Vol.  3.  o  2 
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simplicity  will,  no  doubt,  pay  a  peculiar  regard  to  the  child¬ 
like  spirit.  To  you  he  speaks  the  language  of  consolation : 
Behold  me,  says  he :  “  Come  unto  me,  for  I  am  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart.”  (Matt.  xi.  28.)  “  I  will  not  break 

the  bruised  reed,  nor  quench  the  smoking  flax.”  (Isa. 
xlii.  3.)  “The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me:  for  he 
hath  appointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek ; 
to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted  ;  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the 
captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are 
bound.”  (Isa.  lxi.  1.) 

“  Unto  us  a  Child  is  born,”  to  become  the  foundation 
of  our  hope,  for  the  pardon  of  our  sins,  for  the  justification 
of  our  persons,  for  the  destruction  of  our  enemies ;  that  we 
might  obtain  the  adoption  of  children  ;  born  again,  in  virtue 
of  his  birth,  by  the  Spirit  of  God ;  that  he  might  be  the 
Giver  of  life — of  life  everlasting — and  the  Author  of  eter¬ 
nal  salvation  to  all  them  that  obev  him. 

•/ 

Unto  us  this  Child  is  born,  this  Son  is  given.  His 
condescension  to  child-like  simplicity  may  well  confirm 
our  expectation  of  his  tenderest  sympathy  with  all  our 
weakness,  sorrows,  and  afflictions,  when  he  has  appeared 
like  us,  in  all  the  weakness  of  human  nature,  from  the 
state  of  infancy  to  the  varied  sorrows  of  human  life.  When 
he  wept  as  a  child ;  obeyed  as  an  infant ;  became  poor  and 
afflicted  ;  snffered,  being  tempted  ;  prayed  and  groaned,  as 
deserted  of  his  Heavenly  Father  ;  well  might  it  be  said, 
“  In  that  he  has  suffered,  being  tempted,  he  is  able  also  to 
succour  them  who  are  tempted.”  He  was  heavy  laden,  that 
he  might  invite  us  to  rest;  hungry  and  thirsty,  that  he 
might  supply  our  wants  ;  in  pain  and  sorrow,  that  he  might 
endure  the  chastisement  of  our  peace — and  thus  bore  our 
sins  and  carried  our  sorrows.  This  was  the  evident  tenor 
of  his  character  and  conduct  upon  earth  :  there  was  no 
want  but  he  relieved,  no  sorrow  but  he  comforted,  no 
affliction  but  he  healed,  no  sin  but  he  pardoned. 

Since  Jesus  himself  condescended  voluntarily  to  be  so 
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humble,  so  mean,  so  lowly,  so  despised,  the  lowest  poverty, 
the  utmost  insignificancy  of  situation,  shall  never  form  an 
impediment  in  the  way  to  him,  nor  an  objection  to  his  re¬ 
ceiving  the  humble  penitent  or  trembling  believer.  If 
tried,  afllieted,  tempted,  or  despised,  thou  art  only  con¬ 
formed  to  him  who  is  thy  Lord,  and  the  God  of  thy  salva¬ 
tion  ;  and  who  knows  therefore  how  to  pity,  while  he  has 
fulness  of  grace  to  relieve.  Strengthen  then  the  weak 
hands,  and  the  feeble  knees  ;  and  let  the  distressed  mind 
be  comforted,  with  the  fulness  of  his  grace  and  his  salva¬ 
tion.  (Isa.  xl.  1 ;  xxxv.  3.)  Thou  poor  believer,  thou  poor 
in  spirit,  Jesus  is  thy  Friend  :  thy  weakness  and  unworthi¬ 
ness  shall  not  prevent  the  flowing  down  of  his  blessings, 
which  by  his  condescension  he  has  provided  for  his  people. 
Come  in  the  faith  of  his  condescension,  and  encourage  thy¬ 
self  in  the  Lord  thy  God. 

Behold,  in  this  wonderful  transaction,  his  faithfulness  to 
all  his  promises.  Amidst  all  the  changes  of  the  world,  his 
promise  is  still  the  same,  and  shall  never  in  the  end  fail  the 
waiting  faith  of  his  church.  This  one  promise  had  run  like 
a  golden  thread,  through  the  Scripture  of  truth,  for  more 
than  four  thousand  years,  in  which  believers  had  waited 
for  and  expected  its  fulfilment.  (Heb.  xi.  13.)  But  in  the 
fulness  of  time,  God  sends  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman, 
(a  virgin  mother,  according  to  the  original  prediction,)  made 
under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law, 
that  we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  sons.  The  fulfilment 
of  this  one  promise  was  the  most  wonderful  event  which 
could  ever  take  place  on  earth,  effected  by  the  greatest 
power,  displaying  the  deepest  condescension,  manifesting 
the  richest  love ;  “  a  height,  a  depth,  a  length,  a  breadth, 
&c.”  And  since  no  promise  can  ever  require  greater  power, 
mercy,  love,  orgrace,  if  he  has  accomplished  thegreater,  how 
shall  he  not  do  the  less,  especially  when  in  this  is  included 
all  beside,  and  all  beside  are  but  part  of  this  incompre¬ 
hensible  engagement  ?  If  then  sinners  are  invited  to  come 
to  him  for  salvation  ;  if  he  promised  to  accept  and  pardon 
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them  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  subdue  their  sin,  and  never  to  leave 
them,  till  he  has  saved  them  with  an  everlasting-  salvation  ; 
if  he  has  promised  to  cast  out  none  who  come  to  him,  and 
that  every  one  that  believeth  shall  be  saved ;  no  room  can 
be  left  for  doubt  or  fear,  no  apprehension  can  be  enter¬ 
tained  as  to  his  design  and  faithfulness,  who  hath  accom¬ 
plished  such  wonders  for  the  salvation  of  his  church.  “  Be¬ 
hold  God  is  my  salvation,”  let  the  church  exclaim;  “  I  will 
trust  and  not  be  afraid  ;  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  strength 
and  my  song:  he  also  is  become  my  salvation.”  When 
I  come  to  him  with  my  weakness,  wants,  and  fears,  and 
sins,  never  let  me  apprehend  that  any  thing  is  too  great 
for  such  love  and  power;  never  let  me  dishonour  him  by 
doubting  of  his  promised  goodness.  Hath  he  said,  and  will 
he  not  do  it?  Or  hath  he  spoken,  and  shall  he  not  make  it 
good  ?  Is  he  a  man,  that  he  should  lie  ?  or  the  son  of  man, 
that  he  should  repent  ?  “  Heaven  and  earth  may  pass  away  ; 
but  one  jot  or  tittle  of  his  word  shall  not  pass  away.” 

He  that  believeth  in  Jesus  shall  not  perish  :  he  hath  ful¬ 
filled  his  promise  in  the  gift  of  that  adorable  Saviour,  in 
the  performance  of  that  miracle  and  mystery  of  godliness, 
God  manifest  in  the  flesh  ;  and  he  will  give  grace  and  glory, 
and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk 
uprightly  :  yea,  “all  the  promises  of  God  in  Christ,  are  yea 
and  amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God  by  us.”  While  then  we 
adore  the  glory  of  his  Godhead,  and  admire  the  humility  of 
his  childhood,  all  the  wonderful  contrasting  excellency  in 
the  person  of  the  Redeemer,  let  our  faith  rest  upon  his 
Divine  power  and  faithfulness;  our  hope  and  joy  be  ani¬ 
mated  by  the  view  of  his  condescension,  and  entire  con¬ 
formity  to  our  nature ;  and  our  love  receive  an  additional 
impulse,  from  the  amazing  humiliation  of  the  state  which 
he  assumed.  Thus  partaking  of  the  grace  of  his  first  advent, 
we  may  wait  with  the  expectation  of  faith,  the  glory  of  his 
second.  In  that  nature  he  now  sits  upon  the  throne,  to 
govern  universal  creation  ;  and  in  that  nature  he  shall  ap¬ 
pear  again  in  glory.  Then  shall  this  vile  body  be  changed, 
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and  made  like  unto  his  own  glorious  body  ;  and  he  who  was 
like  us  in  all  things  on  earth  shall  make  us  like  him  in  the 
glories  of  his  person.  Blessed  then  be  the  condescending 
Saviour,  the  Child  of  Bethlehem.  Till  we  can  praise  him 
around  the  throne,  we  will  repeat  the  angelic  song,  “Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest;  on  earth  peace;  good  will  unto 
men;  for  to  us  is  born  a  Saviour*  which  is  Christ  the’ 
Lord.” 
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ESSAY  I. 

iSUri1a$tiug  dfatfjer. 

The  word  of  God  abounds  with  such  views  of  the  person 
and  glory  of  the  Redeemer,  and  presents  him  to  our  faith 
under  such  names  and  titles,  as  evidently  imply  an  union 
in  the  Divine  nature.  We  behold  his  love  on  the  one 
hand,  and  his  power  on  the  other;  that  while  his  con¬ 
descension  softens  down  his  majesty  and  glory  to  our  view, 
his  glory  and  majesty  may  exalt  our  adoration  at  his  con¬ 
descending  love,  that  we  may  know  where  to  rest  our 
hopes,  and  may  rest  them  there  in  confidence. 

The  declarations  of  Scripture,  if  believed,  cannot  but 
confirm  our  faith  in  the  Divine  glories  of  the  Redeemer, 
and  in  his  suitableness  and  all-sufficiency  as  Mediator,  to 
be  the  Saviour  of  guilty  sinners.  Such  is  that  solemn 
title  of  the  promised  Messiah  which  we  are  now  to  con¬ 
template — the  Everlasting  Father.  It  will  scarcely  be 
necessary  to  remark,  that  this  title  cannot  be  applied  to 
the  Redemer  to  express  his  relation  in  the  Godhead ;  for 
in  this  there  is  but  one  Father,  nor  is  there  any  confusion 
in  the  mode  of  their  existence  or  in  their  offices.  In  this 
respect  he  is  called  the  Son.  If,  therefore,  it  relate  to  his 
Divine  nature,  it  must  be  considered  as  a  periphrasis, 
denoting  his  absolute  eternity.  And,  if  referred  to  his 
relation  to  his  church,  it  must  be  considered  as  a  figurative 
expression,  denoting  that,  ever  since  he  was  set  up  from 
everlasting,  he  hath  borne  the  same  love,  manifested  the 
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same  care,  is  bestowing-  the  same  blessings,  and  will  do  so  to 
everlasting,  as  might  naturally  be  expected  from  a  wise,  a 
powerful,  and  an  affectionate  Father.  In  this  view  the 
title  has  been  generally  considered  ;  and  therefore,  in  this 
view  we  shall  endeavour  to  mark  out  bow  applicable  it  is 
to  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  But  the  term  (especially  when 
literally  rendered)  does  not  appear  to  refer  so  much  to 
his  personal  or  oeconomical  character,  as  to  be  an  abstract 
term,  denoting  his  underived,  necessary,  self-existence, 
self-sufficiency,  immortality,  and  eternity,  "WOK  the 
Father  of  Eternity,  is  a  very  proper  phrase  to  be  applied 
to  him  who  is 

(1.)  Essentially  eternal,  from  everlasting  to  everlasting. 
He  who  is  the  Creator  must  be  of  a  different  nature  from 
the  creature,  and  must  exist  in  a  different  manner :  all 
things  being  dependent  upon  him,  he  himself  must 
be  independent  of  all,  and  before  all;  but  Jesus  is  the 
Creator,  and  therefore  must  be  independent,  before  all,  or 
eternal.  But  where  such  names  are  attributed  to  him  as 
independent  of  all  creatures,  we  are  not  to  consider  them  as 
belonging  to  him  independently,  or  separate  from  the  person 
of  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  but  as  he  is  God, ’one 
with  the  Father.  Thus  he  is  denominated,  “  The  only  wise 
God  and  our  Saviour and  thus  he  is  the  Father  of  Eternity; 
nor  have  we  any  idea  of  eternity  but  as  it  exists  in  Him. 
This,  then,  is  our  creed  :  “  That  in  this  Godhead  none  is 
afore  or  after  the  other,  none  is  greater  or  less  than  another, 
but  the  whole  three  persons  are  co-eternal  together,  and 
co-equal ;  and  what  we  believe  of  the  Father,  the  same 
we  believe  of  the  glory  of  the  Son,  without  any  difference 
or  inequality.”  And  this  is  as  truly  the  doctrine  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  as  it  is  the  doctrine  of  our  Church  ;  for  the  whole 
Scripture  bears  its  testimony  to  this  truth,  however  dis¬ 
putable  a  single  passage  may  be,  that  “  there  are  three 
that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  AND  THESE  THREE  ARE  ONE.”  Though 
the  names  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  seem  to  imply 
inequality,  and  certainly  do  so  as  they  are  names  of  office ; 
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for  in  this  “  the  Father  is  greater  than  the  Son  yet  each 
person  of  Jehovah,  when  originally  engaging,  must  be 
considered  as  without  any  inequality,  or  the  engagement 
could  not  be  voluntary.  And  the  inequality  of  office  is  such 
as  is  derived  from  that  voluntary  engagement  of  the  three 
equal  persons,  in  the  covenant  of  redemption.  The  terms 
themselves,  indeed,  (though  perhaps  not  referable  to  the 
Divine  nature  essentially)  must  without  doubt  rest  upon  a 
threefold  personality  in  the  Divine  essence ;  and  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  each  may  be  founded  upon  some  distinct  mode 
of  existence,  but  such  as  can  never  imply  any  inferiority 
in  the  Godhead  which  we  cannot  understand,  much  less 
describe ;  and  in  attesting  which  the  wisest  have  always 
been  driven  into  perplexity  and  confusion.  This  only  we 
know,  on  the  one  side,  that  he  who  is  one  in  the  Divine 
essence  must  be  a  partaker  of  the  nature  of  that  essence; 
and  on  the  other,  that  he  who  partakes  of  all  the  attributes 
of  that  essence  must  be  one  in  the  Divine  essence,  or 
Jehovah  :  but  all  these  are  attributed  to  Christ  Jesus  ;  he, 
therefore,  must  be  Jehovah  :  and  this  he  claimed  to  him¬ 
self,  when  he  asserted,  “  Before  Abraham  was,  I  AM.” 
(John  viii.  58,  59.)  As,  therefore,  the  essence  is  self- 
existent  and  eternal,  so  the  persons  in  the  essence  are 
self-existent  and  eternal :  but  Jesus  Christ  is  one  of  the 
persons  ;  therefore  he  is  self-existent  and  eternal  ;  the 
-Jim#,  the  Father  of  Eternity.  Hence,  therefore,  it  is 
evident  that  he  is  the  true  God,  Jehovah,  the  I  am, 
equal  in  all  things  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost : 
therefore  to  the  blessed  Trinity  we  ascribe  equal  domi¬ 
nion,  honour,  and  worship,  now  and  for  ever,  Amen. 
See  Romaine’s  Sermon  On  the  Self-sufficiency  of  Jesus 
Christ.  This,  I  apprehend,  is  the  precise  idea  of  the 
name :  and  as  the  name  connected  with  it  (bTrb«,  the 
mighty  God)  distinguishes  him  as  one  in  the  true  Aleim, 
so  “W-'nR,  the  Father  of  Eternity,  distinguishes  him  as 
one  in  the  self-existence  and  eternal  essence,  or  Jehovah. 
And  let  us  adore  him  who  is  “  Jehovah,  become  our 
Jesus,”  for  salvation  (Isaiah  xii.  2;  xxv.  9) ;  who  is  “  the 
great  God  and  our  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.”  (Titus  ii.  18.) 
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But  if  the  term  Everlasting  Father,  be  considered  as  a 
name  of  that  relation  which  he  bears  to  his  people,  it  must 
be  considered  in  a  very  different  light  than  when  it  is  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  person  of  the  Godhead.  The  term  Father  is 
frequently  applied  in  Scripture  to  any  one  whom  we  are 
called  highly  to  venerate,  or  to  whom  we  are  under  the 
highest  obligations  as  a  great  benefactor :  in  this  figurative 
sense  it  is  highly  suitable  to  our  Lord  and  our  Redeemer ; 
and  in  this  sense  no  doubt  he  calls  his  people  his  children  : 
“  Behold  I,  and  the  children  which  thou  hast  given  me.” 
In  perfect  consistency  with  the  former  consideration  (which, 
in  my  opinion,  contains  the  express  and  only  true  design  of 
the  name,)  we  may  consider  it  as  applicable  to  the  Re¬ 
deemer,  in  his  mediatorial  relation  to  his  church  :  and  as 
such  it  opens  a  beautiful  scene  of  encouragement  to  the 
believing  mind.  We  contemplate  him  who  is  the  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  First  and  the  Last,  the  Father  of  Eternity, 
as  the  eternal  Saviour  of  his  people  ;  — 

And  (2)  from  eternity ,  the  Father  of  the  great  work  of 
redemption ;  i.  e.  its  original  Author,  and  the  Designer  of 
the  wonderful  and  mysterious  plan. — Eternity  is  a  term 
which  we  must  use  without  any  precise  or  distinct  idea ; 
and  yet  all  the  concerns  and  transactions  of  eternity  must 
be  represented  to  us  by  terms  suited  to  our  present  finite 
understanding:  so  we  must  speak  concerning  them,  or  we 
can  have  no  idea  at  all.  In  this  manner,  therefore,  God 
condescends  to  represent  them  to  us  in  his  word  ;  and  thus 
we  obtain  some  idea  of  the  things  themselves  :  though 
still  their  connexion  with  eternity  is  beyond  our  compre¬ 
hension.  So  we  are  told,  that  in  eternity  originated  the 
counsels  of  redemption ;  and  though  with  regard  to  the 
order  the  persons  of  the  Godhead  hold  in  the  covenant  of 
redeeming  love,  this  is  altogether  attributed  to  the  Father  • 
yet,  as  in  the  union  of  the  Divine  nature,  it  is  equally  the 
act  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  work  of  the 
ever  blessed  and  undivided  Trinity  in  unity*.  It  was 

*  See  Riccalton,  vol.  III.  p.  91.  Let  not  this  appear  strange  that 
these  are  attributed  to  the  Son  ;  “  for  the  Father  does  nothing  about  the 
creature,  and  especially  mankind,  but  by  the  Son,’’  &c. 
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equally  the  product  of  his  own  infinite  wisdom  and  ever¬ 
lasting  love ;  for  he  loved  the  church,  and  gave  himself  for 
it.  It  was  equally  the  desire,  the  delight,  the  joy  of  his 
heart,  who,  when  set  up  from  everlasting,  had  his  delights 
with  the  sons  of  men.  (Prov.Viii.  22,  &c.)  The  constituting 
the  Son  the  eternal  Mediator  is  indeed  considered  as  the 
appointment  of  the  Father  personally  :  “  He  laid  our  help 
upon  one  that  is  mighty.”  “  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all 
spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus,  ac¬ 
cording  as  he  hath  chosen  us  in  him,  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world,”  &c.  (See  Eph.  i.  3 — 9 ;  iii.  8 — 11 ;  and 
1  Pet.  i.  18 — 20.)  But  it  was  also  his  own  voluntary  engage¬ 
ment  :  “  He  looked,  and  there  was  none  to  help,  and  he 
wondered  that  there  was  none  to  uphold,  &c.  ;  and  he  saw 
that  there  was  no  man,  and  he  wondered  (or  he  placed  him¬ 
self  in  our  stead)  when  there  was  no  intercessor  :  therefore 
his  arm  brought  salvation  unto  him,  and  his  righteousness 
it  sustained  him.”  (Is.  lix.  16  ;  lxiii.  5.) 

When  he  foresaw  that  sacrifice  and  offering  must  be  en¬ 
tirely  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory,  then  said  he,  “Lol 
I  come,  to  do  thy  will,  O  God.”  (Ps.  xl.  7.)  It  is  there¬ 
fore  the  love  of  Christ  which  the  Apostle  so  admires,  “  as 
a  height,  a  depth,  a  length,  a  breadth,  which  passeth  know¬ 
ledge.”  (Eph.  iii.  18,  19.)  Originating  in  eternity  past, 
it  flows  with  an  unbounded  stream  of  mercy  through  time, 
to  every  believing  sinner,  and  will  terminate  in  the  unfa¬ 
thomable  and  immeasurable  ocean  of  everlasting  love,  in  an 
eternity  for  ever  to  come.  But  as  in  the  unity  of  the  God¬ 
head  the  counsels  of  redemption  were  the  product  of  his  own 
infinite  wisdom  and  everlasting  love ;  so  peculiarly  and 
personally  he  is  constituted  as  the  everlasting  Father,  or 
the  eternal  Fountain  and  Source  of  all  the  blessings  of  re¬ 
demption  ;  for  to  him  was  committed  the  work  of  creation 
and  preservation,  the  work  of  redemption  and  renovation, 
the  headship  of  his  church,  because  it  pleased  the  Father 
that  in  him  should  all  fulness  dwell.  And  as  all  the  trea¬ 
sures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  are  hid  in  this  God-man, 
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and  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  dwells  in  him  bodily,  in 
him  his  people  are  complete,  and  have  every  thing  they 
need  for  pardon,  righteousness,  sanctification,  and  salva¬ 
tion,  without  being  under  the  necessity  of  seeking  it  from 
any  other  quarter.  Blessed  be  the  Redeemer  for  assuming 
names  and  characters  which  give  us  such  complete  assur¬ 
ance  of  his  all-sufficiency  to  accomplish  the  salvation  of  his 
believing  people.  Though  he  appeared  in  a  state  of  hu¬ 
miliation,  this  was  only  to  fulfil  his  covenant  engagement 
in  the  acquisition  of  all  covenant  blessings  :  he  became  the 
lowest  of  the  sons  of  men,  that  by  his  humiliation  and  suf¬ 
ferings,  he  might  obtain  a  right  to  be  placed,  in  his  media¬ 
torial  character,  the  highest  on  the  throne  of  glory.  But  as 
the  Father  of  Eternity,  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  the 
Alpha  and  Omega,  the  I  am,  the  self-existent  Jehovah, 
he  hath  power  to  secure  his  truth,  to  fulfil  his  promise, 
and  to  complete  all  the  hopes  of  his  people.  In  his  humilia¬ 
tion,  by  death  he  conquered  him  that  had  the  power  of 
death,  i.  e.  the  devil.  He  fulfilled  the  determination  of 
his  heart :  “  O  death,  I  will  be  thy  plague :  O  grave,  I 
will  be  thy  destruction,”  &c ;  and,  in  the  power  of  an  endless 
life,  sitteth  upon  the  throne  above  as  the  same  yesterday, 
to-day,  and  for  ever.  He  is  capable  of  managing  and  go¬ 
verning  therefrom  all  the  concerns  of  the  world  of  nature, 
providence,  and  his  church.  No  enenty,  within  or  without, 
can  be  too  mighty  for  the  power  of  his  arm  ;  I  may  trust  in 
him  for  all,  assured  that  nothing  is  beyond  his  Almighty 
power,  or  infinite  wisdom,  “  who  is  able  to  save  to  the 
uttermost  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  seeing  he  ever 
liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them.”  The  benefit  of  his 
exaltation  shall  be  extended  to  all  who,  in  the  covenant  of 
his  love,  were  given  to  him  of  the  Father,  even  all  who 
receive  grace  to  believe  in  him  ;  and  to  every  one  of  them 
he  will  become  the  everlasting  Father  of  life,  glory,  and 
immortality ! 

(3.)  In  some  sense  also  the  Scripture  gives  us  reason 
to  conclude,  that  he  is  the  Father  (that  is,  the  Source  or 
Confirmation)  of  eternal  life,  and  a  glorious  immortality 
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to  the  elect  angels.  We  know  not,  indeed,  what  takes  place 
in  the  invisible  and  eternal  world  :  little  is  said  of  it  in  the 
word  of  God,  because,  perhaps,  in  our  present  state,  we 
could  understand  but  little  concerning  it,  were  it  told  us. 

If  I  have  told  you  earthly  things,  those  things  which  took 
place  on  earth,  my  earthly  kingdom,  and  ye  believe  not, 
how  should  ye  believe  if  I  should  tell  you  of  heavenly  things, 
the  things  which  take  place  in  the  world  of  spirits,  in  my 
heavenly  kingdom  ?  As  little  is  said  in  the  word  of  God, 
little,  therefore,  ought  to  be  said  by  us  concerning  it.  This, 
however,  we  are  informed  of;  that  all  things  are  summed 
up  in  Jesus  Christ,  which  are  in  heaven  and  which  are  on 
earth.  (Eph.  i.  10.)  By  him  he  hath  reconciled  all  things  to 
himself,  whether  they  be  things  in  earth  or  things  in  heaven. 
(Col.  i.  20.)  He  is  the  Head  of  all  principality  and  power. 

(ii.  10.)  At  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  must  bow  in 
heaven  and  in  earth,  and  every  tongue  confess  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.  (Phil.  ii. 

9 — 11.)  And  the  innumerable  company  of  angels  is  united 
with  the  church  of  God,  in  the  Mount  Zion,  the  city  of 
the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  (Heb.  xii.  22) ; 
who,  in  distinction  from  those  who  have  fallen,  are  called 
“  the  elect  angels.”  (1  Tim.  v.  21.)  How  the  Lord  Jesus 
stands  related  to  them;  in  what  manner  they  are  concerned 
in  his  mediatorial  undertaking,  offices,  or  manifestations  ; 
what  peculiar  benefits  they  derive  from  him  as  the  Head 
over  all  things,  we  know  not.  It  seems  as  if  they  received 
their  confirmation  in  and  through  him;  for  it  is  certain 
that  they  cannot  need,  and  therefore  can  have  no  interest 
in,  his  atonement  and  redemption :  these  are  blessings 
peculiarly  bestowed  upon  guilty  men,  to  command  the 
wonders  of  Divine  love  and  grace.  They  may,  however, 
by  union  with  him  in  a  way  unknown,  because  unrevealed 
tous,  be  established  in  their  dignity  and  glory  through  him, 
beyond  a  possibility  of  a  failure  like  that  of  those  among 
them  who  left  their  first  estate. 

But  we  must  not  pry  or  intrude  into  those  things  which 
are  not  seen,  and  are  eternal.  So  far  the  Scriptures  of  x 
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truth  open  the  scene  to  faith  ;  and  beyond  this  we  must  not 
venture:  sufficient  however  is  said,  to  give  us  great  and 
exalted  ideas  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  upon 
his  throne  above ;  glorious  things  which  are  transacting  in 
the  invisible  world  of  spirits;  and  at  the  same  time  to  shew 
us  how  little  we  know  of  the  wonders  which  shall  there 
meet  our  astonished  minds.  Sufficient  is  said  to  excite  in 
faith  our  admiring  adoration,  and  to  raise  our  ardent  de¬ 
sire  to  join  the  society,  to  be  prepared  for  that  world  of 
glory,  and  to  attain  its  blessedness. 

But,  in  a  sense  more  intelligible  to  us, 

(4.)  He  is  the  everlasting  Father  of  his  whole  church,  as 
the  actual  gift  of  eternal  life  to  all  believers.— -United  with 
the  first  Adam,  and  as  children  of  a  fallen  father,  we  receive 
from  him  a  natural  life  ;  but  under  the  sentence  of  death, 
and  under  the  power  of  spiritual  death:  but  united  with  the 
Second  Adam,  and  as  the  children  of  a  life-giving  Father, 
interested  in  all  which  he  hath  done,  believers  receive  spi¬ 
ritual  life  from  him,  and  have  a  right  to  the  tree  of  life.  As 
the  everlasting  Father,  he  loved  them  from  eternity  ;  and 
engaged  in  the  design  of  redeeming  them  to  himself,  that 
he  might  purchase  them,  call,  adopt,  sanctify,  and  preserve 
them  to  the  eternal  inheritance.  For  this  purpose  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  his  mediatorial  undertaking,  and  was  set  up  from 
everlasting,  as  the  life-giving  Head.  What  he  designed 
in  eternity,  he  hath  completed  in  time,  by  the  purchase  of 
his  precious  blood  ;  and  having  finished  the  atonement, 
and  died  that  we  might  live,  in  his  resurrection  he  is 
prepared  for,  and  in  his  ascension  he  entered  upon,  the 
execution  of  his  office,  and  received  the  gift  of  the  Spirit 
to  effect  it  in  the  hearts  of  all  his  people.  Now,  then,  he 
is  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life  :  in  him  is  life,  and  that 
life  is  the  light  of  men.  (John  i.  3.)  And  thus  he  becomes 
our  life— the  life  of  his  people.  With  a  fatherly  care  he 
watches  over  them  even  while  wandering,  till  he  regenerate 
them  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  and  make  them  his  chil¬ 
dren  by  adoption,  his  children  by  grace,  and  bring  them 
into  his  family,  to  the  disposition,  and  to  all  the  blessings 
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of  the  family  and  household  of  faith.  Thus,  born  again, 
not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of 
man,  but  of  God,  he  gives  them  the  privilege  of  becoming 
the  sons  of  God  ;  by  that  new  birth,  from  an  heavenly 
Parent,  which  entitles  them  to  that  exalted  honour.  The 
dead  thus  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  live. 
(John  v.  21,  25.)  Hi.s  word  is  the  means,  his  Spirit  the 
Agent ;  their  union  with  him  in  the  everlasting  covenant 
insures  the  blessing ;  and  his  work  upon  the  heart  is  the 
cause  of  life,  quickening  them  from  the  death  of  sin  ;  and 
thus,  as  the  elect  of  God,  they  have  eternal  life  through 
Jesus.  He  that  hath  the  Son  of  God  hath  life,  and  he  that 
hath  not  the  Son  of  God  hath  not  life.  (1  John  v.  11, 12.) 
This  happy  change,  by  regenerating  grace,  is  a  matter  of 
experience  in  the  heart  of  all  his  people  :  they  live,  but  it 
is  Christ  that  liveth  in  them  ;  and  the  life  they  live  in  the 
flesh,  they  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved 
them,  and  gave  himself  for  them.  (Gal.  ii.  20.)  And  this 
life  which  he  communicates  is  the  gift  of  eternal  life :  hence 
he  becomes  the  Father  of  a  blessed  eternity  to  all  believing 
sinners,  who  are  in  him  that  is  true,  even  his  Son  Jesus, 
Ihe  true  God  and  Eternal  Life.  (1  John  v.  20.) 

Begotten  thus  by  his  Spirit,  into  his  family,  of  which 
he  alone  is  the  Head,  and  partakers  of  life  from  him,  he 
may  be  very  properly  called  the  Father  of  his  church  ; 
and,  as  such,  while  he  bears  the  character  to  everlasting, 
he  will  also  bear  and  manifest, 

(1.)  The  disposition  of  a  gracious  Father  towards 
them,  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  purposes  of  that  love  with 
which  he  loved  them  from  everlasting. — In  loving  kind¬ 
ness  he  hath  drawn  them  ;  and  as  he  loved  them  with  a 
Father’s  love  and  care  from  everlasting,  so  when  placed  in 
his  family  they  are  there  only  that  they  may  enjoy  his 
fatherly  care,  who  ever  lives  to  provide  for  them  with  the 
tenderness  of  a  Father’s  heart  to  all  eternity.  With  a 
Father’s  love  he  brought  them  into  his  family,  and  gave 
them  the  disposition  of  children;  when  he  inquired  how 
such  rebels  could  be  placed  among  his  children,  his 
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own  infinite  wisdom  marked  out  the  way  which  his  al¬ 
mighty  power  should  use  to  effect  it.  Thus  the  parable 
of  the  Prodigal  is  but  a  faithful  representation  of  that 
love  with  which  he  welcomes  his  returning  children  to 
himself,  and  to  all  the  privileges  of  his  family.  “  And  I 
said,  Thou  shalt  call  me,  My  Father,  and  shalt  not  turn 
away  from  me.”  (Jer.  iii.  19.)  He  hath  established  the 
order  of  his  house,  and  laid  up  in  store  his  rich  provision 
for  it;  provided  the  glorious  inheritance  of  eternity;  and 
his  power  shall  bring  them  all  to  the  possession.  All  the 
concerns  of  his  family  are  in  his  own  hands :  he  hath  put 
them  into  the  covenant,  which  is  well  ordered  in  all  things 
and  sure ;  and  of  which  he  is  the  Head,  as  well  as  the 
Head  over  all  things  to  his  church.  All  his  people,  with 
all  their  concerns,  are  under  his  eye  :  he  is  conducting  all 
things  in  a  manner  suited  to  his  goodness  aud  his  designs 
of  love  towards  them,  and  (though  we  cannot  understand 
it)  in  a  manner  worthy  of  his  own  infinite  wisdom.  And 
soon  the  whole  shall  have  a  most  glorious  issue,  in  the 
eternal  salvation  of  all  his  redeemed  people.  Called  by 
his  grace,  they  shall  enjoy  the  love  of  his  heart,  be  kept 
by  the  power  of  his  arm,  and  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  his 
redemption,  till  they  enter  upon  the  eternal  inheritance. 
Take  courage  then,  O  fainting  believer !  his  love,  that 
has  been  from  everlasting,  shall  be  to  everlasting  the 
same  :  and  “  though  the  mountains  depart,  and  the  hills 
be  removed,  his  kindness  shall  not  depart  from  thee; 
neither  shall  the  covenant  of  his  peace  be  removed,  saith 
the  Lord,  who  hath  mercy  on  thee.”  (Isa.  liv.  10.)  Some 
expositors  of  the  Seventy  read  the  passage  HeiTEjO  rob 
diujvog  jueXXovToc,  “  the  Father  of  the  world  to  come;” 
or,  as  Bishop  Louth,  “  the  Father  of  the  everlasting 
ages;”  a  term  which  has  generally  been  considered  as 
denoting  the  Gospel  dispensation  ;  for  as  the  legal  dis¬ 
pensation  was  the  then  present  world  to  the  ancient  be¬ 
lievers,  so  the  new  dispensation  was  to  them  the  world  to 
come.  Perhaps  it  is  to  this  the  Apostle  refers,  when  he 
says,  “  Unto  the  angels  hath  he  not  put  into  subjection 
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the  world  to  come,  of  which  we  speak.”  (Heb.  ii.  5.)  He 
is  then  the  Father,  or  the  Author,  of  this  state,  as  Moses 
was  of  the  law.  (John  i.  17.)  He  introduced  it  (Heb.  i. 
1,  2);  all  its  doctrines  are  in  him,  and  from  him;  and  all 
its  discipline  and  ordinances  by  his  appointment  or  direc¬ 
tion:  here  he  has  opened  all  these  rich  discoveries  of  his 
everlastiug  grace  and  mercy  ;  and  his  unchangeable  love 
towards  his  people.  (John  x.  28,  &c.)  That  word  of  our 
God  which  endureth  for  ever,  is  the  word  which,  by  the 
Gospel,  is  preached  unto  us.  (J  Pet.  i.  24,  25.) 

When,  therefore,  he  hath  brought  his  people  through 
life,  he  will  indeed  be  to  them  the  Father  of  eternity,  in, 

(2.)  Introducing  them  into  the  everlasting  ages,  the 
eternal  world  of  glory.  There  he  will  be  the  source,  the 
object,  the  sum  of  all  the  enjoyments  of  eternal  life,  as  it 
there  exists  in  his  presence  for  ever.  There  his  union  with 
his  people  will  be  more  evident ;  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  derive  all  blessings  from  him,  as  the  Father  or  Source 
of  all  their  mercies,  will  be  clearly  manifested  ;  and  He, 
who  is  the  medium  of  all  communication  between  the 
eternal  Jehovah  and  all  his  works  of  creation,  will  be  the 
nbject  of  everlasting  delight  to  elect  angels  and  redeemed 
sinners.  The  vision  of  the  Lamb  will  itself  be  eternal 
glory  :  the  heaven  of  heavens  will  be  to  behold  him,  to  be 
near  him,  to  be  like  him,  and  to  enjoy  him  for  ever. 

He  shall  be  the  All  and  in  all  of  the  glory  and  happiness 
of  the  heavenly  world,  nor  will  the  happy  inhabitants  need 
or  have  any  subordinate  means  of  communication,  or 
medium  of  felicity.  This  is  evidently  the  meaning  of  the 
sacred  writer,  when  he  says,  “  And  I  saw  no  temple 
therein  ;  for  the  Lord  God  Almighty,  and  the  Lamb,  are 
the  temple  of  it.  And  the  city  had  no  need  of  the  sun, 
neither  of  the  moon  to  shine  in  it :  for  the  glory  of  God 
did  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof.”  (Rev. 
xxi.  22,  23.)  To  him  that  song  shall  arise,  in  that  eternal 
world  of  glory,  which  no  one  can  learn  but  those  which  are 
redeemed  from  the  earth.  (Rev.  xiv.  3.)  “  Thou  art 

worthy ;  for  thou  wast  slain  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God 
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by  thy  blood  out  of  every  kindred  and  tongue,  and  people, 
and  nation,”  See.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to 
receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing,  &c.  (Rev.  v.  9 — 14.) 
To  him  who  hath  redeemed  us  with  his  blood,  quickened 
us  by  his  grace  and  Spirit,  preserved  us  by  his  wisdom  and 
power,  and  brought  us  to  his  glory,  be  all  the  worship  and 
honour  of  the  ransomed  multitude.  And  again  they  shout, 
“  Salvation  to  our  God  which  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and 
unto  the  Lamb.”  (Rev.  vii.  10.)  And  all  the  angelic  hosts 
shout  Amen!  (ver.  11,  12.)  What  wonderful!  what  diver¬ 
sified  excellency  and  glory  unite  in  the  person  of  our  Re¬ 
deemer  !  glories  which  could  never  belong  to  him  were 
not  the  Child  of  man  the  Infinite  Jehovah  ;  the  Infant  of 
days,  the  Eternal  God ;  the  despised  Jesus,  the  object  of 
angelic  worship.  In  his  condescension  he  fulfilled  all  that 
he  engaged  to  do  for  them  ;  all  that  the  justice  and  truth 
of  God  required  ;  and  gave  the  strongest  pledge  of  the 
fulfilment  of  all  he  hath  promised  to  them.  In  his  almighty 
power  he  is  able  to  effect  all  his  designs,  and  in  the  eter¬ 
nity  of  his  nature  he  secures  the  eternity  of  their  enjoy¬ 
ment.  Behold  then  his  condescension,  thou  trembling 
penitefit :  did  he  perform  such  wonders  of  love  to  save 
sinners,  then  flee  to  his  arm,  trust  in  his  mercy,  secure  of 
his  love  and  care,  and  waiting  in  faith  for  the  full  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  his  salvation.  This  atonement  is  all-sufficient  for 
the  pardon  of  all  sin:  his  righteousness,  received  by  faith, 
justifies  from  all  things  ;  his  invitation  encourages  thy  ap¬ 
plication,  and  his  promise  secures  thy  acceptance  :  his  ex¬ 
altation  to  glory,  and  the  offices  which  he  there  sustains, 
are  the  pledge  of  his  continued  care,  and  of  thy  preser 
vation  to  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light.  Till  his 
redeemed  be  placed  around  his  throne,  the  design  of  his 
love  and  the  joy  of  his  heart  cannot  be  perfected.  For 
this  joy,  set  before  him,  he  endured  the  cross,  despising 
the  shame,  and  is  set  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne 
of  God  ;  and,  therefore,  where  he  is,  there  shall  all  his 
servants  be. — Blessed  Jesus!  my  sold  will  adore  thy  ex- 
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cellency :  my  immortal  powers  shall  adore  thy  Divine  and 
Eternal  glories.  Thou  shalt  be  the  object  of  my  supreme 
love  and  affection,  and  all  the  confidence  of  my  soul  for 
time  and  eternity  shall  rest  upon  the  fulness  of  thine  atone¬ 
ment,  the  completeness  of  thy  redemption,  and  the  pro¬ 
mises  of  thy  unchanging  love  and  care.  Thou  Father  of 
Eternity,  give  unto  me  thine  eternal  life,  that  I  may  never 
perish,  neither  any  pluck  me  out  of  thine  hands  ;  and  thine 
shall  be  the  eternal  glory  ! 

Let  him  who  inhabiteth  the  songs  and  praises  of  angels, 
and  all  his  redeemed  above,  be  the  subject  of  adoration 
and  praise  to  all  his  church  below.  Let  him  be  adored 
with  a  faith  firm  as  his  truth,  and  extensive  as  his  promises; 
worshipped  with  a  humility  which  becomes  the  fallen  guilty 
state  out  of  which  he  hath  redeemed  his  people ;  and,  with 
a  zeal  and  love  suited  to  the  greatness  of  his  condescen¬ 
sion,  the  sufferings  he  endured,  and  the  blessings  of  re¬ 
demption  which  he  hath  obtained.  Let  all  his  redeemed 
people,  all  who  profess  his  name  and  hope  in  his  salvation, 
discover  their  invariable  attachment  to  his  cause,  their  love 
to  his  word,  and  their  supreme  delight  in  the  salvation 
which  he  bestows  ! 

In  his  Divine  Nature  he  is,  and  ever  will  be,  in  the 
unity  of  all  the  essential  attributes  of  the  Godhead,  beyond 
our  comprehension,  and  beyond  our  praise.  As  Jehovah 
Jesus,  we  contemplate  him  come  near  to  us,  and  humbled 
to  our  human  views.  In  this  adorable  person,  Immanuel, 
God  and  Man,  we  reverence  the  highest  glories  and  adore 
the  deepest  condescension.  Let  this  glorious  person  of 
our  Jesus  possess  the  worship  of  his  whole  church,  through 
time  and  through  eternity  !  Amen. 
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There  is  a  great  and  essential  difference  between  the 
real  Christian  and  the  sinner :  if  we  inquire  the  reason,  we 
shall  find  that  the  one  is  living  to  sense,  the  other  by  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God ;  and,  as  faith  is  the  grand  dis¬ 
tinction  in  practical  Christianity,  so  that  distinction  will  be 
manifested,  according  to  the  strength  and  energy  of  the 
principle  itself ;  or  as  the  believer  walks  by  faith,  and  not 
by  sight.  When  the  eyes  of  the  mind  are  enlightened  to 
behold  the  truth  as  it  is  in  J  esus  ;  to  discern  the  nature  of 
spiritual  blessings,  and  the  glories  of  the  spiritual  and  eter¬ 
nal  world ;  a  different  estimate  is  formed  of  the  present 
world,  as  to  its  pursuits  or  its  pleasures.  Hence  the  be¬ 
lieving  mind  has  different  and  infinitely  superior  objects  of 
delight,  of  enjoyment,  and  of  hope  ;  the  believer  is  there¬ 
fore  “  a  man  of  another  spirit,”  and  must  necessarily  be  a 
man  of  a  different  conduct.  But  how  is  this  obtained  ?  He 
who  purchased  his  people  to  himself  by  his  cross,  is  now  upon 
the  throne  to  bring  them  to  himself ;  he  is  exalted  to  give 
repentance  and  remission  of  sins;  yea,  he  is  the  Author 
and  Finisher  of  faith  in  them,  so  that  if  we  are  saved  by 
grace  through  faith,  even  this  is  not  of  ourselves :  it  is  the 
gift  of  God,  that  all  the  glory  from  first  to  last  may  be  to  the 
sovereignty  and  riches  of  his  grace.  The  consideration  of 
the  blessed  Jesus,  in  this  character,  will  be  suited  to  the 
display  of  his  own  glory,  and  to  our  consolation  :  he  will 
appear  in  this,  as  in  all  his  mediatorial  titles  and  offices, 
suited  to  our  necessity,  our  all  and  in  all. 

In  order  to  become  the  Author  of  faith  in  the  heart  of  his 
people,  he  hath 
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(1.)  Revealed  the  rule  of,  and  the  great  and  glorious 
objects  of  faith  in  his  word.  The  only  rule  and  ground 
of  faith  is  the  word  of  God  ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  he  from  the  beginning  was  the  great  Agent,  by  his 
personal  appearance,  or  by  his  Spirit,  of  all  the  commu¬ 
nications  of  God  to  man ;  till  in  his  own  personal  mi¬ 
nistry  he  introduced  the  clearer  light  of  the  Gospel  revela¬ 
tion,  and  afterwards  more  fully  confirmed  the  truth  by  the 
gift  of  the  Spirit  from  his  throne.  He  came  himself  to  be 
the  Preacher  of  peace  to  a  ruined  world ;  and  the  great 
message  of  salvation  was  first  delivered  to  us  by  the  Lord 
himself.  Thus  he  opens  to  the  views  of  faith  what  all  the 
penetration  of  man  could  never  have  conceived,  nor  the 
wisdom  of  man  discovered.  What  glorious  truths  are  in 
his  Gospel !  The  glorious  perfections  of  the  Divine  nature 
are  in  him  peculiarly  manifested:  as  he  is  himself  the 
brightness  of  the  Father’s  glory,  and  the  express  image  of 
his  person,  &c.  It  is  only  in  the  person  of  Jesus  that  we 
behold  his  glories;  for  no  man  hath  seen  the  Father  at  any 
time  :  the  only  begotten  Son  who  was  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Father,  he  hath  so  revealed  him,  that  he  that  hath  seen  him 
hath  seen  the  Father,  “No  man  knoweth  the  Father  but 
the  Son,  and  he  to  whomsoever  the  Son  will  reveal  him.” 
His  instruction  united  with  the  consideration  of  his  own 
person,  undertaking,  and  work,  affords  us  the  most  striking 
discoveries  of  the  infinite  purity  and  holiness  of  his  nature, 
in  union  with  his  infinite  mercy  and  unbounded  grace  ; 
and  thus  alone  presents  him  to  our  view  as  the  suitable 
object  of  believing  adoration  and  love.  It  is  he  alone  who 
hath  thus  revealed  to  us  the  method  of  recovery  for  ruined 
man,  in  which  all  the  perfections  of  Jehovah  harmonize 
and  are  exalted.  The  way  of  pardon,  justification,  and 
peace ;  the  restoration  of  Divine  favour,  the  principle  of 
adoption,  the  work  of  regeneration,  the  free  gift  of  righ¬ 
teousness  and  salvation  ;  all  the  blessings  of  grace  as  ear¬ 
nests  of  the  blessings  of  eternal  glory  ;  the  gift  of  life  and 
a  glorious  immortality.  But  the  great  object  of  faith  is 
himself,  as  the  only  way  to  the  Father,  as  the  cause  of 
all  these  blessings  to  sinners,  and  the  fountain  in  which  they 
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are  deposited  for  their  security.  For  this  purpose  his 
word  represents  him  in  all  the  glories  of  his  Godhead ;  in 
the  union  of  his  divine  and  human  nature,  in  the  one  glo¬ 
rious  person  of  Immanuel,  God  with  us ;  in  his  “  going  forth 
from  everlasting,”  when  undertaking  the  mediatorial  work 
of  his  church,  and  set  up  as  the  Surety  of  the  better  cove¬ 
nant  ;  in  the  depth  of  his  condescension,  when  in  the 
fulness  of  time  he  was  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the 
law,  to  redeem  them  that  are  under  the  law,  that  we  might 
receive  the  adoption  of  sons.  In  his  work  of  humiliation  and 
suffering ;  in  his  obedience  to  the  terms  of  his  mediatorial 
undertaking,  even  to  his  death  upon  the  cross  ;  in  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  his  redeeming  power  over  death  and  the  grave, 
and  all  our  spiritual  enemies  ;  in  his  actual  acceptance  with 
the  Father,  manifested  in  his  resurrection  and  exaltation 
to  the  throne  ;  in  the  elevation  of  his  human  nature,  with 
all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  to  give  eternal  life  to  his 
people;  having  universal  dominion  over  all  things  for  his 
church,  and  all  blessings  treasured  up  in  him;  with  un¬ 
changeable  love  and  willingness  to  bestow  them,  as  thus 
engaged  and  qualified  to  accomplish  his  designs,  to  supply 
the  wants  of  his  people,  and  bring  them  to  the  full  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  his  salvation  ; — these  are  the  glorious  objects, 
“  WHICH  EYE  HAD  NOT  SEEN  NOR  EAR  HEARD,”  &C. 
which  the  ministry  of  Jesus  and  the  testimony  of  his 
Spirit  have  revealed,  to  lay  the  ground  of  faith  immutable, 
to  dissipate  the  fear  of  the  penitent  sinner,  and  exalt  the 
hopes  of  the  believer  from  earth  to  immortal  life  and  glory. 
Thus  hath  the  Redeemer  himself,  in  the  Gospel,  which  is 
therefore  called  the  word  of  faith,  revealed  those  things 
which  otherwise  we  should  have  been  ignorant  of.  God, 
in  the  nature  of  man,  the  dignity  and  humiliation  of  his  own 
person;  the  nature  and  mystery  < of  our  fallen  state;  the 
way  of  salvation,  and  the  glory  of  spiritual  and  eternal 
things.  He  himself  was  the  Minister  and  Preacher  of  his 
own  grace.  His  word  records  it  so  that  none  can  add  to 
nor  diminish  from  it ;  and  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
still  continues  the  manifestation  of  it  to  mankind.  We 
still  preach  Christ  crucified  and  Christ  glorified,  accepted  of 
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the  Father,  the  object  of  his  delight,  the  hope  and  foun¬ 
dation  of  a  sinner’s  dependance ;  in  whom  all  the  glories 
of  the  Godhead  shine  forth,  and  all  the  blessings  suited 
to  our  recovery  from  the  ruin  of  the  fall  are  treasured  up. 
Still  this  is  the  word  of  faith,  in  our  mouth  and  in  our 
heart ;  and  whosoever  believeth  with  the  heart  shall  be 
saved.  (Rom.  x.  8 — 15;  2  Cor.  v.  18,  &c.) 

That  he  may  become  the  Author  of  faith,  he  hath  also, 

(2.)  Set  us  the  perfect  pattern  and  example  of  faith. 
In  the  language  of  Prophecy,  this  is  particularly  foretold  ; 
and  he  is  frequently  represented  as  applying  to  and  plead¬ 
ing  his  trust  and  confidence  in  God,  as  the  reason  of  his 
expecting  the  Divine  interposition  fur  his  deliverance. 
(See  Psalm  xxii.  and  lxix.)  His  whole  life  forms  a  most 
beautiful  pattern  of  reliance  upon  the  Divine  truth  and 
mercy,  confidence  in  the  Divine  faithfulness,  and  the  hope 
of  triumphant  victory  in  the  end.  Through  the  whole  we 
discern  the  most  complete  deadness  to  the  world  ; — one, 
while  surrounded  with  this,  living  in  the  constant  view  of 
the  other  world  of  invisible  realities ;  triumphing  over  all 
below,  despising  both  its  pleasures  and  its  pains ;  rejoicing- 
in  its  bitterest  sorrows,  and  indifferent  to  its  most  alluring 
temptations.  It  is  perhaps  in  this  view  that  the  Apostle 
presents  him  to  our  faith,  as  the  great  encouragement  in 
our  Christian  working ;  when,  having  directed  us  to  the 
cloud  of  witnesses  that  had  by  faith  declared  themselves 
strangers  and  pilgrims  upon  earth,  he  still  points  us  to 
him,  as  infinitely  beyond  them  all,  who  endured  the  cross, 
despising  the  shame,  having  respect  by  faith  to  the  joy 
that  was  before  him.  By  this  faith  he  triumphed  :  by  the 
same  shall  his  church  go  on  to  victory.  Following  him 
thus  by  faith,  and  enduring  through  the  same  scene  of 
temptation  and  suffering,  they  shall  also  be  glorified  to¬ 
gether  with  him  above.  Some  have  supposed  that  the 
Apostle  refers  to  this  when  he  says,  “  The  life  I  now  live 
in  the  flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God”  (Gal. 
ii.  20) ;  i.  e.  by  the  same  faith  which  he  exercised,  by 
which  he  endured,  and  through  which  he  triumphed.  The 
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idea  no  doubt  is  true,  whatever  might  be  the  particular 
meaning  of  the  Apostle  in  the  place  alluded  to  thus  :  “  He 
trusted  in  God,”  as  the  Leader  of  our  faith;  the  ’A  pyriyog, 
the  first  and  chief  Leader  of  all  the  armies  of  his  people, 
who  went  before  them  in  the  fight  of  faith,  as  the  Captain 
of  their  salvation  ;  that  they  might  follow  in  his  steps, 
and  so  assuredly  follow  him  to  his  glory.  This  surely 
should  animate  the  Christian  soldier,  that  in  the  holy 
warfare,  when  disregarding  the  objects  of  sense,  his  mind 
is  occupied  by  invisible  realities ;  and  thus  elevated  to 
persevering  fortitude  and  continued  resistance,  he  is  only 
following  the  pattern  of  his  Redeemer,  and  thus,  “  The 
light  afflictions  that  are  but  for  a  moment,  shall  work  out 
a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory,  while 
we  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  seen ;  for  the  things 
which  are  seen  are  temporal,  but  the  things  which  are 
not  seen  are  eternal.”  (2  Cor.  iv.  17, 18.) 

But  still  further, 

(3.)  He  himself  alone  hath  opened  the  way  for  the 
exercise  of  faith  in  a  reconciled  God  and  Father;  and 
the  believing  expectation  of  pardon,  life,  and  salvation. 
Without  his  atoning  blood  and  righteousness ;  without 
the  satisfaction  of  his  cross,  and  the  complete  redemption 
which  he  there  finished  ;  there  could  have  been  no  way 
open  for  a  sinner’s  return  to  God; — and  without  the  in¬ 
vitation  and  promises  founded  thereon,  no  sinner  could 
have  any  warrant  for  faith,  nor  hope  of  acceptance  ;  no 
suitable  object  of  faith,  or  security  of  enjoyment.  The 
way  of  acceptance,  through  our  own  righteousness  and 
obedience,  was  for  ever  closed,  by  the  invariable  holiness 
and  unchangeable  sentence  of  the  law ;  nor  could  our  re¬ 
pentance  or  atonement  have  ever  satisfied  its  demands, 
or  removed  the  impending  curses  ;  but  when  Jesus  had 
finished  the  work  of  redemption  in  suffering,  in  righteous¬ 
ness,  in  victory  over  all  his  enemies,  he  ascended  on  high, 
leading  captivity  captive,  and  received  gifts  to  give  unto 
men,  &c.  In  his  Gospel  he  presents  himself,  his  work, 
his  redemption,  with  all  its  blessings,  to  the  faith  of  his 
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people ;  held  forth  in  the  declarations  of  the  Gospel,  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  humble  penitent,  in  its  gracious  invitations, 
and  made  over  to  the  willing  mind,  in  its  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promises.  We  are  bound  to  believe  him  in 
all  that  he  hath  said,  in  all  that  he  hath  engaged  to  give 
or  do;  and,  believing  in  him,  we  may  rest  upon  the  all- 
sufficiency  of  his  power,  and  the  willingness  of  his  heart 
to  pardon,  justify,  sanctify,  and  save  all  that  trust  in  him. 

What  a  most  engaging  and  delightful  view  here  opens 
to  the  believing  mind !  When,  as  sinners,  we  lly  to  him, 
and  place  all  our  faith  and  hope  in  him,  “  we  know  in 
whom  we  have  believed,  and  are  persuaded  that  he  is  able 
to  keep  that  which  we  have  committed  unto  him,  against 
that  day.”  His  work  of  redemption  is  complete  ;  his  pro¬ 
mise  hath  pledged  his  grace  and  faithfulness,  that  he  that 
comcth  to  him  shall  in  no  wise  be  cast  out.  His  wisdom, 
grace,  and  power  are  engaged  to  fulfil  all  his  promises: 
Set  faith  behold  all  the  glorious  truths,  and  doctrines,  and 
blessings  which  are  revealed  in  his  word,  and  the  peni¬ 
tent  sinner,  whatever  his  state  may  be,  resting  upon 
Christ  Jesus,  may  appropriate  all  in  believing  confidence, 
assured  that  his  fulness  can  never  fail.  His  promise  shall 
never  deceive  those  who  trust  in  him. 

But,  in  order  to  become  the  Author  of  faith  in  the 
heart  of  his  people,  he  hath, 

(4.)  Procured  the  Spirit  of  faith,  which  is  in  his  hand, 
to  give  to  his  redeemed  people.  This  is  absolutely  ne¬ 
cessary,  if  ever  a  sinner  be  brought  to  believe  with  that 
faith  which  is  a  vital  principle  in  the  heart,  and  which 
experimentally  receives  Christ  and  his  salvation. 

The  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  the  glorious  truths  it  re¬ 
veals,  the  way  of  salvation  which  it  manifests,  are  all  of 
them  contrary  to  the  natural  disposition  of  the  heart  of 
man.  And  when  revealed  in  the  word,  unless  revealed  in 
the  heart  by  the  Spirit,  and  a  spiritual  understanding  be 
communicated ;  unless  the  heart  be  disposed  by  his  grace, 
the  carnal  mind  will  neither  believe  nor  receive  its  hum¬ 
bling  but  glorious  discoveries.  That  faith  whereby  a  sinner 
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discovers  his  owir  state  of  guilt  and  misery ;  the  glory 
and  the  grace,  together  with  the  suitableness  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer;  the  nature,  importance,  excellency,  and  value  of 
spiritual  blessings,  is  “  a  faith  of  the  operation  of  God  :” 
and  without  this,  the  carnal  mind  cannot  and  will  not  be¬ 
lieve  the  declarations  of  the  word  of  God,  as  to  invisible 
and  spiritual  things,  and  the  relation  in  which  we  now 
stand  in  to  them,  and  they  to  us,  as  sinners.  The  Apostle 
has  given  us  a  most  affecting  description  of  the  state  and 
disposition  of  man  towards  these  solemn  truths  ;  and  tells 
us,  the  human  eye  could  never  have  seen,  nor  ear  heard, 
nor  heart  conceived  them  till  revealed ;  that  the  natural 
man  receiveth  them  not, — that  in  his  natural  estate  he 
accounts  them  foolishness,  nor  ever  beholds  them  with 
delight,  however  glorious,  till  they  are  spiritually  discern¬ 
ed  ;  i.  e.  by  the  teaching  and  power  of  God  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  and  therefore  gives  glory  to  God  for  this  gift,  by 
which  he  and  those  to  whom  he  wrote  had  obtained  the 
knowledge  of  those  spiritual  blessings  which  were  freely 
given  to  them  of  God  in  Christ.  (See  1  Cor.  ii.  4—14.) 
But  this  Spirit  is  the  gift  of  Christ,  the  effect  of  his  atone¬ 
ment,  given  into  his  hand  in  consequence  of  the  merit  of 
his  cross,  in  the  power  of  his  exaltation.  This,  there¬ 
fore,  is  his  own  great  promise  to  his  church,  as  the  result 
and  effect  of  his  ascension  to  his  throne:  “  I  will  pray  the 
Father,”  says  he,  “  and  he  shall  give  you  another  Com¬ 
forter,  that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever ;  even  the  Spirit 
of  Truth,”  &c.  (John  xiv.  16,  17.)  “  The  Comforter,  the 
Holy  Ghost,  the  Father  will  send  unto  you  in  my  name,” 
&c.  (ver.  26.)  “  The  Comforter  I  will  send  unto  you 

from  the  Father,  even  the  Spirit  of  Truth.”  (John  xv.  26.) 
“  And  when  he  is  come,  he  shall  convince  the  world  of 
sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment.”  (John  xvi.  7,  8.) 
He  shall  bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance.  He  shall 
testify  of  me,  and  lead  you  into  all  truth :  he  shall  glorify 
me,  for  he  shall  take  of  mine,  and  shall  shew  it  unto  you. 
Are  we  then  quickened  to  believe  the  truth  and  doctrines 
of  his  Gospel  with  that  faith  which  beholds  their  glories, 
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and  welcomes  them  into  the  heart  in  love  ?  It  is,  because 
Jesus  is  on  the  throne  ;  because  he  hath  received  the 
Spirit,  and  hath  communicated  that  Spirit  to  us  as  his  gift 
of  grace ;  because  unto  every  one  of  us  is  given  grace, 
according  to  the  measure  of  the  gift  of  Christ.  (Eph.  iv. 
7 — 12.)  Glory  be  to  the  condescending,  but  now  exalted, 
Jesus,  for  all  his  gifts  of  grace,  and  especially  for  that 
Spirit  in  which  they  are  all  included.  Thus  he  becomes 
the  efficient  cause, 

(5.)  The  actual  Author  and  Giver  of  the  grace  of  faith,  in 
the  hearts  of  all  his  people.  As  lie  hath  opened  the  way 
for  the  exercise  of  faith,  and  obtained  the  Spirit  of  faith 
by  the  communication  of  his  influence,  “  He  quickeneth 
whom  he  will.”  (John  v.  21.)  And  faith  in  his  person, 
work,  and  character  is  the  first  act  of  the  regenerate  mind; 
the  first  exercise  of  the  spiritual  life  ;  which,  as  it  is  thus 
begun  and  carried  on  by  faith,  is  called  with  great  propri¬ 
ety  the  life  of  faith.  Exalted  to  bestow  those  blessings, 
no  doubt  he  does  and  will  communicate  it  to  all  his  people; 
who  thereby  pass  from  death  unto  life,  and  find  its  power¬ 
ful  influence  and  renewing  effects.  Thus  they  are  humbled 
under  sin,  the  sins  of  their  nature,  the  fruitful  cause  of  all 
sin  in  (he  practice.  They  are  brought  to  see  their  guilty, 
perishing  situation,  as  represented  in  the  Scriptures;  to 
discover  the  necessity  of  the  work  of  Christ,  and  an  inter¬ 
est  in  his  blood  and  righteousness  for  their  pardon  and  jus¬ 
tification  ;  to  behold  the  testimony  of  God  concerning  his 
Son,  to  receive  the  declaration  of  his  word,  and  to  behold 
the  suitableness  and  all-sufficiency  of  the  Redeemer  for 
their  acceptance  with  God,  and  deliverance  from  their 
carnal  and  corrupted  state.  Holy  is  their  dependance, 
their  hope,  their  love,  their  delight,  their  unchanging,  and 
their  only  confidence. 

To  live  by  faith  is  to  be  influenced  by  the  views  of  faith, 
and  by  that  faith  which  is  in  the  hearts  of  all  his  people  as 
a  living  principle  :  they  do  live  by  it,  and  live  upon  the  glo¬ 
rious  Object  of  faith,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  his  salvation.  By  this  they  are  distinguished  from 


224 


SERIES  VI. —  ESSAY  II. 


those  who  are  seeking  their  happiness  in  the  world  in  earthly 
gratifications,  or  the  ways  of  sin  ;  by  faith  they  love  that 
Saviour  whose  glories  and  whose  salvation  they  thus  adore 
and  rejoice  in  ;  and  by  these  views  of  faith  are  enabled  to 
overcome  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  and  wait  in 
faith  the  eternal  victory  and  triumph  over  them  all.  Are 
we  partakers  of  this  precious  gift,  with  which  he  that  be- 
lieveth  shall  be  saved,  but  without  which  he  that  believeth 
not  shall  be  damned  ?  not  that  our  faith  is  itself  the  cause 
of  our  justification  or  salvation,  but  the  means  and  in¬ 
strument  of  receiving  Christ  and  his  blessings.  This  would 
be  contrary  to  the  very  nature  of  its  exercises ;  for  it  is  the 
great  business  and  act  of  faith  to  look  to  Christ  and  his 
complete  redemption  as  the  cause  of  all  blessings  to  guilty 
sinners  :  every  thing  else  is  insufficient  for  the  glory  of 
God,  or  the  salvation  of  ruined  man.  Faith,  therefore, 
bringeth  salvation,  not  as  the  cause  of  it,  but  as  the  means 
of  receiving  Christ  the  Saviour :  besides,  faith  is  his  gift 
alone  ;  we  are  under  obligation  to  him  for  it,  and  for  ex¬ 
citing  its  exercises.  Itself  therefore  can  boast  no  merit : 
no  ;  the  law  of  faith  is  intended  to  prevent  boasting,  to  lay 
us  in  the  dust,  in  all  respects  as  nothing,  and  to  exalt  Christ 
over  all  in  all.  But  if  it  hath  no  merit  in  itself,  it  can  claim 
all  things  in  Christ  Jesus.  Nor  need  we  be  discouraged, 
though  we  ought  to  be  humbled,  on  account  of  its  weak¬ 
ness;  but,  if  partakers  of  it  from  Christ  Jesus,  let  us  be 
thankful,  entreat  its  preservation  and  strengthening,  that 
it  may  appropriate  all  his  fulness,  and  rejoice  in  all  his 
blessings.  He,  who  is  the  Author,  must  bring  it  into  vigour, 
activity,  and  fruitfulness.  As  we  cannot  put  ourselves 
into  the  gift,  neither  can  we  enliven  its  exercises,  without 
the  hand  that  first  imparted  it ;  but,  blessed  be  his  name, 
when  he  brings  a  sinner  to  believe  in  him  for  salvation,  and 
trust  his  word,  rest  upon  his  truth,  and  rely  upon  his  pro¬ 
mises,  he  will  not  desert  his  own  work.  He  who  is  the 
Author,  hath  engaged  to  become  the  Finisher,  of  faith  ; 

And  is,  therefore, 

1.  The  enlivener  of  its  exercises,  and  of  its  fruits. — 
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Faith  is  that  grace  which  carries  the  soul  above  the  world  ; 
it  is  thus  “  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  things  not  seen.”  (Heb.  xi.  1.)  It  takes  a  view 
of  heavenly  glories,  and  carries  the  believing  soul,  as  on 
eagle’s  wings,  above  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  sense.  The 
exercise  of  faith  is,  therefore,  as  contrary  to  nature  and 
sense,  as  it  is  for  a  stone  to  mount  upwards :  unless  divinely 
supported,  it  is  as  prone  to  fall  and  sink  back  again  to  earth, 
as  the  stone  thrown  upwards  is  to  descend  again  to  its  place. 
Where  his  work  of  grace  is  felt  in  the  heart,  there  the 
soul  will  attempt  to  arise  towards  God  ;  but  oh,  how  little 
can  we  do  without  the  continual  influences  of  his  reviving 
grace !  Still  the  believer  is  compelled  to  lament,  “  My 
sold  cleaveth  to  the  dust :  quicken  thou  me,  according  to 
thy  word.”  If  it  be  only  by  faith  that  we  can  look  to  him, 
in  the  exercise  of  that  faith  we  must  look  to  him  for 
faith,  for  the  strengthening  of  faith,  for  the  increase  of 
faith,  for  its  liveliness  and  faithfulness.  Lord,  our  eyes  are 
unto  thee  ;  thou  hast  given,  thou  must  preserve,  increase, 
and  complete  thy  work  of  faith  in  us.  To  teach  us  our 
entire  dependance  upon  his  supply  for  grace,  we  are  often 
left  to  prove  our  own  insufficiency,  and  the  weakness  of  all 
our  attempts  in  the  Christian  life.  He  hath,  indeed,  pre¬ 
scribed  the  way  of  duty,  the  means  of  spiritual  quickening, 
in  which  he  hath  promised  to  bestow  his  blessings  :  to  be 
diligent  in  the  use  of  those  means  is  our  duty,  nor  can  we 
expect  the  blessing  but  when  found  waiting  therein.  Let 
us,  then,  be  found  diligent  in  the  use  of  them  ;  always  re¬ 
collecting  they  are  but  means,  that  without  him  we  can  do 
nothing :  nor  can  they  effect  any  thing  for  us  ;  but  his  pro¬ 
mise  is  the  ground  of  our  expectation,  and  in  the  way  of 
obedience  it  ensures  his  blessings.  Let  us  use  his  word, 
that  rule  of  faith,  in  daily  reading  and  meditation,  and  wait 
iu  his  ordinances  for  his  promised  influence.  Here  there 
is  abundant  ground  for  faith,  abundant  encouragement 
for  strong  faith,  and  every  provision  for  its  stability  and 
support.  But  still  let  us  remember,  that,  without  the 
concurrence  of  his  Spirit,  we  labour,  strive,  and  wait  in 
VOL.  III.  Q 
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vain.  His  Spirit  is  the  Spirit  of  faith  ;  and  when,  in  the 
means  of  his  appointment,  his  influences  are  communicated, 
then  the  believer  grows  in  every  grace,  and  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Then  a  gale 
of  heavenly  influence  wafts  the  soul  over  the  ocean  of  life, 
and  hastens  its  happy  course  directly  towards  the  fair  haven 
of  everlasting  glory.  Then  what  vigour  fills  the  soul,  what 
deadnr  ys  to  the  world,  what  glorious  prospects  of  invisible 
and  eternal  realities,  what  strong  trust  in  the  grace  and 
power  of  the  Redeemer,  what  appropriating  views  of  Go¬ 
spel-truths  and  blessings  !  Then  the  believer  is  warmed 
with  love,  excited  to  holy  gratitude,  and  animated  with 
zeal  and  ardour  in  the  service  of  his  Lord.  Now  a  living 
faith  acts  with  holy  energy  in  the  heart  of  a  regenerate 
sinner,  becomes  a  principle  of  spiritual  life  and  activity, 
and  forms  the  mind  to  heavenly  dispositions  and  holy 
actions ;  and  so  elevates  the  mind  above  the  world  for  a 
season,  and  fills  it  with  heavenly  objects,  that  it  may  leave 
no  room  for  vanities  of  sense,  completely  occupied  by 
the  views  of  things  above.  For  this  purpose  let  the  means 
of  grace  be  our  constant  employ,  ever  keeping  our  eye 
directed  through  them  to  Jesus;  and  the  faith  that  honours 
him  in  simple  reliance,  he  will  honour  with  the  fulness  of 
his  blessings.  Lord,  increase  our  faith. 

But  we  might  well  be  discouraged — however  glorious 
the  objects  of  faith  are,  or  however  strong  the  ground  of 
faith,  when  we  feel  our  proneness  to  unbelief,  our  inability 
to  excite  the  exercises  of  faith,  the  many  obstacles  that 
arise  to  its  exercises  in  our  own  hearts  and  from  the  world 
around  us — did  we  not  recollect,  that,  in  order  to  be  the 
Finisher  of  faith,  he  must  and  will  be, 

2.  The  Preserver  of  faith  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  ; 
the  Finisher  of  the  grace  and  work  of  faith,  with  power. — 
He  bears  the  encouraging  character  of  the  Keeper  of  his 
people  ;  and,  as  he  will  keep  them  for  his  glory,  so  he 
must  keep  them  in  the  way.  He  keepeth  the  feet  of  his 
saints.  He  is  the  Giver  of  eternal  life,  and  therefore  of 
all  that  leads  to  it.  He  saves  his  people  with  an  everlasting 
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salvation,  and  therefore  keeps  them  for  the  enjoyment  of 
it.  They  may  have  trials,  enemies,  difficulties,  and  tempta¬ 
tions;  but  “  the  trial  of  faith  being  much  more  precious 
than  of  gold  that  perisheth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire, 
shall  be  found  to  praise,  and  honour,  and  glory  at  the  ap¬ 
pearing  of  Jesus  Christ.”  This  is  the  great  blessing  of 
new  covenant  love,  according  to  his  own  plan  of  salvation, 
founded  upon,  and  consummated  by,  the  unchangeableness 
of  his  grace  ;  and  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises 
secure  the  accomplishment  of  it  to  believers.  They  are, 
therefore,  “  begotten  to  a  lively  hope  by  the  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance 
incorruptible,  &c.  and  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through 
faith  unto  salvation  ;  and  therefore  believing,  they  rejoice 
with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory,  receiving,”  by  a 
certain  earnest  and  unfailing  anticipation  in  this  joy  of 
faith,  “  the  end  of  their  faith,  even  the  salvation  of  their 
souls.”  (1  Pet.  i.  3 — 9.)  What  believer  who  knows  him¬ 
self,  who  hath  known  any  thing  of  the  spiritual  warfare, 
the  power  and  subtilty  of  his  spiritual  enemy,  and  the  de¬ 
ceitfulness  of  his  own  heart,  could  ever  entertain  any  hope, 
or  encourage  his  expectation  of  perseverance  and  final 
victory,  without  this  security?  Lord,  let  me  not  be  my  own 
keeper  ;  but  do  thou  keep  me,  and  I  shall  be  safe.  Thou 
hast  promised,  and  therefore  I  trust  in  thee :  be  the  Keeper 
of  my  faith,  that  thou  mayest  be  the  Keeper  of  my  soul. 
(Psal.  cxxi.)  The  Almighty  Redeemer  shall  be  ultimately 
the  Finisher  of  faith, 

3.  In  bringing  all  his  people  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  its 
expectations,  in  eternal  glory .  —  As  some  understand  the 
passage,  he  will  be  the  Fulfiller  and  the  Fulfilment  of  all  the 
Scripture  prophecies  and  promises  upon  which  our  faith 
rests,  which  are  all  yea  and  amen  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  or,  as 
others,  be  will  be  the  great  God  and  Rewarder  of  the  faith 
of  his  people,  not  unrighteous  to  forget  their  work  of  faith 
and  labour  of  love.  Fie  shall  be  the  gracious  Arbiter,  and 
award  the  crown  of  victory  and  triumph  to  the  conqueror 
in  the  fight  of  faith.  Faith  shall  triumph  daily  over  every 
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enemy,  as  preserved  by  his  almighty  power,  and  sustained 
itself  by  him ;  and  thus  sustaining  the  believer  through 
all  opposition  to  the  end,  it  shall  finally  be  crowned  with 
enjoyment,  in  the  consummation  of  all  its  views  and  ex¬ 
pectations,  and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  God  our  Saviour. 
Thus  through  faith  and  patience,  enduring  to  the  end,  have 
believers  received  the  promises  ;  and  the  followers  of  their 
faith  and  patience,  to  the  end  of  time,  shall  do  the  same — 
shall  follow  them  to  the  promised  inheritance. 

He  will  bring  all  his  redeemed  through  by  faith  ;  and 
when  it  hath  brought  them  through  the  trials  of  life,  it 
shall  not  be  disappointed  in  death,  but  then  realized,  in  the 
substance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  possession  of  the 
things  formerly  unseen.  Faith  shall  be  changed  into  sight, 
and  end  in  fruition.  The  great  glory  of  faith  below,  is 
to  realize  the  glories  of  an  unseen  Saviour :  and  all  its 
sanctifying  and  renovating  effects  have  arisen  from  this 
view  ;  and  the  glory  of  its  consummation  is  the  vision  and 
enjoyment  of  that  Saviour  in  his  glory,  and,  thus  seeing  him 
as  he  is,  to  be  changed  into  the  same  image,  and  be  made 
completely  like  him.  (1  John  iii.  1, 3.) — Lord  Jesus,  be  thou 
then  the  Author  of  faith  in  us  ;  grant  us  the  gift  of  faith; 
keep  it  by  thine  Almighty  power,  and  crown  it  with  vic¬ 
tory,  in  the  immediate  vision  of  thy  glory,  in  thy  presence 
above.  Then  must  all  the  praise  be  ascribed  to  thee,  the 
only  Author,  the  only  Preserver  and  Finisher  of  the  faith 
of  thy  people,  the  great  Leader  in  the  way  of  faith. 
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The  great  Creator  and  Proprietor  of  all  things,  in  his 
own  infinite  wisdom  and  sovereign  pleasure,  has  appointed, 
amongst  mankind,  a  variety  of  ranks  and  orders,  and  dif¬ 
ferent  stations  of  authority  or  submission.  Though  all  men 
have  the  same  father,  and  are  equally  the  work  of  his  own 
creative  hand  ;  though  all  come  from  the  same  common 
dust,  and  all  must  return  to  it  again ;  though  redeemed 
sinners  have  all  the  same  Saviour,  and  are  all  interested  in 
the  blessings  of  salvation,  and  shall  ultimately  come  to  the 
same  kingdom  of  eternal  glory  ;  in  the  way  thither,  he 
hath  ordained  those  distinctions  to  which  he  expects  all 
his  creatures  to  submit,  more  especially  as  they  are  not 
only  appointed  by  his  wisdom,  but  arranged  by  his  own 
providential  care.  To  counteract  his  order,  so  far  from 
producing  either  individual  or  general  happiness,  will 
always  be  productive  of  the  greatest  confusion.  Insubor¬ 
dination  is  generally  attended  with  the  prevalence  of  the 
worst  of  human  passions ;  and  whether  in  a  family,  in  the 
church,  or  in  a  nation,  will  be  the  fruitful  source  of  misery  ; 
will  dissolve  the  ties  of  social  union,  and  soon  terminate  in 
its  ruin. 

Hence  arises  the  obligation  upon  every  individual,  in 
whatever  station  he  is  placed,  therein  to  walk  with  God ; 
considering  that  there  he  has  been  appointed  in  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God,  and  that  he  can  neither  live  to  himself, 
nor  die  to  himself;  but  that  whether  he  lives,  he  lives  to 
the  Lord,  and  whether  he  dies,  he  dies  to  the  Lord,  and 
whether  living  or  dying  he  is  the  Lord’s.  To  confirm  his 
order  in  nature,  God  has  also  taken  the  name  of  those  re~ 
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lations,  as  the  representatives  of  his  own  character  and 
conduct. 

He  himself  is  our  King,  our  Lord,  our  Governor,  our 
Master ;  and  these  names  also  are  applied  to  the  Redeemer, 
as  expressing  his  authority  over  his  church  and  people. 
The  term  Master  occurs  more  frequently  than  any  other 
in  the  New  Testament,  as  it  is  more  adapted  to  express 
our  state  and  obligations  as  creatures  and  redeemed  sinners. 
As  such,  it  is  well  worthy  of  our  attention,  that  we  may 
learn  what  is  implied  in  the  character  it  marks  out,  and 
the  temper  and  conduct  which  the  Lord  our  Redeemer  may 
justly  expect  and  is  entitled  to  from  us.  We  must  neces¬ 
sarily  be  his  servants,  and  he  will  perform  his  pleasure  to 
us  :  more  happy  will  it  be  for  us  if  we  are  willing  to  be 
his,  and  account  it  our  honour,  as  well  as  our  duty,  to  do 
his  pleasure. 

The  claims  of  the  Master  are,  property  and  authority, 

A  Master  has,  first,  a  property  in  his  servant,  at  least  as 
far  as  the  obligation  of  servitude  extends  ;  and  even  in 
voluntary  service,  as  far  as  the  terms  of  the  engagement  or 
extent  of  the  surrender. 

In  ancient  times  there  were  no  servants,  but  slaves;  such 
as  were  either  purchased  by  the  proprietors,  or  reduced 
under  authority  to  superior  powers ;  and  yet  it  was  an 
important  consideration  to  enforce  the  duties  of  submission. 
It  was  even  to  these  that  the  commands  of  strict  fidelity 
and  obedience  are  given  in  the  Newr  Testament.  But, 
thanks  be  to  God,  the  bonds  of  oppression  are  broken  : 
amongst  us,  there  are  no  such  servants  :  such  servitude  is 
contrary  to  the  very  genius  of  our  national  constitution; 
and  will,  we  trust,  be  soon  banished  from  the  earth. 
Amongst  us  the  only  servitude  is  a  voluntary  surrender  of 
liberty  for  a  time,  and  for  certain  purposes,  arising  from 
the  constitution  of  God  in  nature,  and  the  necessity  of 
different  situations  ;  and  which  equally  require  the  duties 
of  submission  and  obedience.  But,  in  the  strictest  sense, 
we  are  the  property  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  are 
not  our  own,  but  his:  never  could  any  one  have  so  just 
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or  so  strong  a  claim  to  any  earthly  property  as  he  has  to  us. 
In  every  sense,  we  are  absolutely  the  Lord’s,  upon  various 
grounds  of  natural  right  and  most  costly  acquisition. 

We  are  his  by  sovereign  and  absolute  right ;  as  he  rs 
the  sovereign  and  absolute  Lord  of  all,  as  he  is  the  great 
God  and  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth.  “  It  is  he  that 
hath  made  us,  and  not  we  ourselves:”  we  are  therefore  his 
people,  and  the  sheep  of  his  pasture.  Created  by  him, 
we  must  be  created  for  him  ;  since  for  his  glory  all  things 
wrere  and  are  created.  He  who  created  all  things  must 
have  a  sovereign  right  to  what  he  has  brought  into  ex¬ 
istence;  but  by  him  were  all  things  created,  whether 
visible  or  invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones  or  dominions, 
or  principalities  or  powers,  all  things  were  created  by  him, 
and  for  him.  “  He  is  before  all  things,  and  by  him  all 
things  exist.”  (Col.  i.  16, 17.)  “  He  upholdeth  all  things  by 
the  word  of  his  power.”  (Heb.  i.  3.)  One  with  the  Father 
in  the  unity  of  essence  and  the  glory  of  creation,  to  him 
we  naturally  owe  that  same  unreserved  and  complete  sur¬ 
render,  to  love  him  with  all  the  heart,  and  mind,  and  soul, 
and  strength;  and  having  received  all  from  him,  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  all  we  are,  and  all  we  have,  is  his.  Such 
was  the  disposition  of  upright  man,  the  willing  servant  of 
the  Lord  :  but  the  fall  and  rebellion  of  the  creature  having 
given  an  occasion  to  a  new  display  of  power  and  love,  and 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  resuming  the  character  in  a 
more  endearing  and  engaging  manner,  by  right  of  re¬ 
demption  and  by  right  of  purchase;  and  though  no  right 
of  creation  can  ever  be  yielded  up,  the  Lord  our  Redeemer 
hath  chosen  to  insist  upon  one  infinitely  more  dear  and 
precious  to  found  his  right  to  us  upon,  the  obligation  of 
his  unspeakable  love — the  love  of  his  Cross, — and,  since  we 
had  broken  the  bonds  of  nature,  to  unite  us  again  to  him¬ 
self  by  the  bonds  of  grace  !  He  claims  his  church,  there¬ 
fore,  to  himself,  as  the  gift  of  the  Father.  “  Thine  they 
were,  and  thou  gavest  them  me ;”  and  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  given  to  him  was,  “  that  he  might  give 
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unto  them  eternal  life.”  (John  xvii.  2 — 6.)  But  the  dearest 
claim  is  the  purchase  of  his  blood,  whereby  he  procured 
them  as  his  own,  and  redeemed  them  unto  God.  It  is  the 
view  of  this  which  gains  the  heart  of  redeemed  sinners, 
and  leads  them  to  a  holy  determination  to  be  the  Lord’s. 
To  see  the  greatness  of  our  obligation  in  this  respect,  we 
should  seriously  contemplate  our  state  as  the  children  of  a 
fallen  parent;  for  without  a  scriptural  view  of  the  misery 
and  guilt  of  our  fall,  we  can  never  understand  the  grace 
and  mercy  of  our  recovery.  This  is  the  compassion  of 
Divine  love,  that,  when  we  were  yet  enemies,  Christ  died 
for  us  :  while  we  were  yet  ungodly — sinners  who  had 
renounced  the  authority  of  God,  chosen  the  ways  of  sin, 
violated  his  holy  law,  and  stood  exposed  to  the  sentence 
of  justice  and  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God — we  were  the 
objects  of  his  everlasting  love  as  to  the  purposes  of  redemp¬ 
tion.  Then  he  gave  himself,  the  Just  for  the  unjust,  that 
he  might  bring  us  to  God :  then  he  entered  upon  those 
undertakings  which  were  accomplished  in  his  condscension, 
and  which,  as  to  his  people,  are  accomplished  still  in  his 
exaltation,  and  will  be  completed  only  when  they  all  sur¬ 
round  his  throne.  (Ephes.  v.  2  ;  1  Pet.  iii.  18.) 

But  behold,  for  this  his  own  throne  must  for  a  time  be 
left !  He  comes  in  the  nature  of  his  brethren  ;  and,  “  for¬ 
asmuch  as  the  children  were  partakers  of  flesh  and  blood, 
he  himself  in  like  manner  took  part  of  the  same,  that 
through  death  he  might  destroy  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death,  that  is,  the  devil.”  He  becomes  Immanuel, 
God  with  us,  the  Word  made  flesh,  the  Child  born,  the 
Son  given;  yea,  the  Man  of  Sorrows,  deeply  acquainted 
with  grief;  afflicted  and  in  poverty  through  life,  but, 
in  the  garden,  agonizing  till  the  bloody  sweat  fell  upon 
the  earth,  and,  upon  the  cross,  subjected  to  the  malice 
of  men,  the  assaults  of  the  devil,  and  the  absence  of  his 
heavenly  Father’s  sweetest  discoveries  of  love.  Why, 
but  because  he  bare  our  sins  and  carried  our  sorrows  ; 
because  he  offered  himself  to  endure  our  curse,  to 
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be  made  a  curse  for  us ;  to  obtain  eternal  redemption 
for  bis  people,  to  save  the  guilty  and  the  lost.  Hence  it 
pleased  the  Father  to  bruise  him,  because  he  laid  on  him 
the  iniquity  of  us  all :  though  never  was  the  Son  of  his 
love  more  pleasing  to  his  Father  than  when  he  voluntarily 
endured  the  chastisement  of  our  peace,  and  offered  himself 
to  all  the  sufferings  which  justice  demanded  for  the  sins  of 
men.  How  awful  the  condition  which  required  such  an 
atonement !  how  infinite  the  love  that  determined  upon  the 
undertaking  ;  that  condescended,  that  endured,  that  com¬ 
pleted  the  design!  We  are  “redeemed,  not  with  corruptible 
things,  such  as  silver  and  gold,  from  our  vain  conversation, 
received  by  tradition  from  our  fathers,  but  with  the  pre¬ 
cious  blood  of  Christ,  as  of  a  Lamb  without  blemish  and 
without  spot.”  Contemplate  this,  O  believer !  the  price 
of  thy  deliverance  from  the  sentence  of  the  law,  from  the 
hand  of  justice,  from  the  dominion  of  satan,  from  the 
power  of  sin,  from  the  wrath  of  God,  and  from  the  ruin  of 
thy  soul ;  and  confess  with  the  Apostle,  “  I  am  not  mine 
own ;  for  I  am  bought  with  a  price,  that  I  may  glorify  God 
in  my  body  and  Spirit,  which  are  God’s.”  (1  Cor.  vi.  15 — 
20.)  But  having  paid  the  ransom  price,  and  by  his  victory 
redeemed  his  church  out  of  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  exalted 
on  his  throne,  he  has  a  mediatorial  right  to  proclaim  liberty 
to  the  captive,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that 
are  bound,  and  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord.  (Isaiah  lxi.  1.)  He  calls,  and  bids  the  messenger  of 
justice  deliver  the  sinner  from  going  down  to  the  pit: 
through  his  own  ransom,  he  invites  the  sinner  to  come  to 
him  (Matt.  xi.  28.)  and  to  receive  all  its  blessings  :  he  by 
his  own  grace  makes  the  call  effectual,  and  snatches  the 
redeemed  sinner  from  his  state  of  guilt,  sin,  and  death,  and 
brings  him  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God. 
Lifted  up,  the  crucified  Saviour  draws  the  heart  ol  all  his 
people,  and  binds  them  to  himself  with  the  bonds  of  love. 
Let,  then,  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  feel  and  confess  their 
obligations.  Lord,  claim  us  by  thy  love  ;  and  let  each 
believing  heart,  won  by  thy  love,  say  with  the  sweetest 
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return  of  gratitude,  and  the  firmest  determination  of  re¬ 
solve,  “  Lord,  I  am  thine.” 

Just  is  the  right  of  creation ;  but  precious  is  the  right  of 
redemption,  the  obligation  of  redeeming  love.  But  as  a 
Master,  he  has  also 

Authority  over  his  servants. — In  nature,  all  things  obey 
his  will,  both  animate  and  inanimate :  it  is  man  alone,  a 
rational  and  intelligent  creature,  which  ventures  to  forget 
and  to  disobey  him.  It  is  the  great  design  and  the  pecu¬ 
liar  effect  of  Divine  grace,  to  bring  the  heart  into  submis¬ 
sion  and  obedience. 

His  own  family,  and  as  such  under  his  care  and  ma¬ 
nagement,  are  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  several  concerns 
of  his  household  as  he  pleases.  He  has  an  indisputable 
right  to  arrange  their  various  ranks  and  orders ;  to  distri¬ 
bute  them  in  their  various  situations,  in  relation  both  to 
the  world  and  to  the  church,  and  as  shall  be  most  subser¬ 
vient  to  his  own  purposes  and  designs.  Our  persons,  our 
time,  our  faculties  are  not  our  own,  but  his  :  he  has  a  right 
to  claim  them,  and  he  does  claim  them,  and  enforces  his 
authority;  not  only  by  the  right  of  creation,  but  that 
amazing  love  which  hath  purchased  to  himself  both  the 
body  and  soul  of  his  people,  and  ransomed  them  from  the 
enemy. 

His  direction  must  therefore  be  the  law  of  his  own 
house ;  not  only  because  of  his  infinite  wisdom,  but  of  the 
kindness  and  love  which  fills  his  heart,  and  which  must 
guide  all  his  commands  towards  his  people.  For  this 
purpose  he  has  given  his  word,  tire  summary  of  his  will, 
the  sure  and  faithful  directory  ;  and  most  happy  are  they 
amongst  his  servants,  whose  hearts  are  most  conformed  to 
its  precepts,  and  most  cheerfully  and  universally  obedient 
to  its  commands.  This  is  the  only  authority  his  church  can 
allow,  either  as  to  doctrine  or  discipline,  as  to  faith  or 
worship.  Though,  as  an  external  society  of  men,  placed 
in  a  variety  of  situations,  and  in  a  variety  of  different  cir¬ 
cumstances,  every  church  in  its  peculiar  constitution  must 
and  does  claim  a  right  of  arranging  its  own  internal  eco- 
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nomy,  and  fixing  its  terms  of  communion,  or  devising  rites 
and  ceremonies  suitable  to  its  particular  necessity,  and  not 
contrary  to  his  revealed  will  and  word,  and  the  direction  of 
the  Apostle,  “  Let  all  things  be  done  decently  and  in  order.’' 
This  is  but  a  natural  right,  which  every  civil  society  claims 
and  actually  exercises,  and  without  which  no  society  can 
long  subsist  in  unity  or  order.  If  this  right  be  abused  to 
vexation  or  oppression,  those  who  abuse  it  must  be  respon¬ 
sible  to  the  Divine  Master  ;  but  the  right  itself  is  indis-1 
pensible  to  the  existence  and  continuance  of  any  society, 
civil  or  ecclesiastical,  in  subordination  and  accountableness 
to  the  Great  Master  and  Head  of  all.  But  if  his  will  be 
the  guide  of  their  conduct  towards  him. 

His  pleasure  must  be  the  only  guide  of  his  own  conduct 
towards  them.  In  nature,  providence,  or  grace,  no  claim 
can  be  made  upon  him,  who  is  the  original  Former  of  all 
things.  To  give  or  withhold  what  he  sees  good,  is  the 
unblameable  right  of  the  great  Creator,  the  indisputable 
right  of  him  who  hath  purchased  us  for  himself.  In  the 
person  of  our  Redeemer,  the  two-fold  right  must  be  ac¬ 
knowledged.  As  absolute  Lord,  he  is  the  Proprietor  of 
all  things  ;  and  as  the  Lord  the  Mediator,  “  he  is  the  Head 
over  all  things  to  his  church.”  This,  indeed,  is  a  view 
most  pleasing  and  satisfactory  to  the  believer,  who  knows 
that  the  absolute  disposal  of  all  things  in  the  world  around 
him,  in  the  church,  or  in  his  own  concerns,  can  never  be 
committed  into  better  hands  than  hi3  who  so  loved  the 
church  that  he  gave  himself  for  it,  and  whose  infinite 
wisdom  and  almighty  power  concur  with  his  covenant 
and  everlasting  love,  to  secure  the  best  direction  and  the 
best  disposal  of  all  things  for  those  who  love  him.  Who 
will  venture  to  ask,  in  contempt  of  his  absolute  authority, 
What  doestthou?  Who,  in  the  confidence  of  his  wisdom 
and  grace,  woidd  wish  to  ask  it  ?  These  views  should  be 
deeply  fixed  in  the  hearts  of  all  his  servants.  The  sove¬ 
reignty  of  Jehovah  is  the  glory  of  his  nature ;  not  the 
sovereignty  of  arbitrary  power  alone,  but  the  sovereignty 
of  ipfinite  wisdom,  goodness,  mercy,  and  grace, — a  sove- 
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reignty  exercised  in  connection  with  all  the  perfections  of 
his  nature,  and  committed  into  the  hand  of  the  God-Man 
Mediator,  to  demand,  in  the  most  obliging  manner,  the 
confidence  and  faith  of  his  people,  and  secure  their  hope 
and  joy.  It  becomes  us,  therefore,  to  maintain  a  constant 
sense  of  that  authority  on  our  minds.  He  claims  us  as  his 
by  creation,  and  wonderfully  confirms  his  right  to  us  by 
redeeming  love  ;  but  graciously  exercises  that  right  with 
all  the  wisdom  and  compassion  of  his  Godhead.  As  such, 
therefore,  he  has  a  right  to  expect  our  reverence,  respect, 
and  fear.  Well  may  he  ;  for  “  if  I  be  a  Master,  where  is 
my  honour  V*  (Mai.  i.  6.)  Reverence  is  the  first  duty  of  ser¬ 
vants  to  those  who  are  in  authority  over  them.  “  Servants, 
be  obedient  to  them  which  are  your  masters  according  to 
the  flesh,  with  fear  and  trembling and  the  obligation  is 
enforced  by  the  authority  of  Christ,  who  hath  given,  in 
his  providence,  the  inferior  right  of  government  to  those 
who  are  masters,  and  is  himself  the  Great  Master  of  all  ; 
“  As  the  servants  of  Christ,  doing  the  will  of  God  from 
the  heart.”  (Eph.  vi.  5,  6.  Compare  1  Pet.  ii.  18 — 25.) 

As  his  will  must  therefore  be  the  rule  of  his  family,  he 
may  justly  expect  us  to,  consult  his  commands  in  all  our 
conduct,  and  be  governed  by  his  direction.  If  a  centurion 
could  say  to  his  servant,  Do  this,  and  he  did  it,  shall  the 
servant  of  the  Redeemer  be  less  obedient  to  his  will  ?  He 
himself  has  rested  our  right  to  the  title  upon  this  very  cir¬ 
cumstance  :  “  If  ye  do  my  commandments,  then  are  ye  my 
disciples  indeed.”  “Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  me. 
Lord,  Lord!  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but 
he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.” 
The  Apostle  has  pursued  the  same  mode  of  reasoning,  and 
decided  the  character  of  men  by  the  authority  which 
they  choose  to  obey :  “  His  servants  ye  are  to  whom  ye 
obey ;  whither  of  sin  unto  death,  or  of  obedience  unto 
righteousness.”  He  takes  none  into  the  privileges  of  the 
family,  but  those  to  whom  he  has  given  a  disposition  cheer¬ 
fully  to  obey  his  will,  and  to  be  found  walking  in  his  ways. 
And  though  perverseness  and  rebellion  are  too  often  found 
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there,  his  domestic  chastisements  will  subdue  the  disobe¬ 
dient  spirit,  and  reduce  the  refractory  wanderer  again  to 
submission.  His  servants  around  his  throne  stand  waiting 
on  the  wing  to  do  his  pleasure  ;  and  the  prayers  of  his  ser¬ 
vants  on  earth  are,  “  Give  me  understanding,  and  1  shall 
keep  thy  commandments  ;  yea,  I  shall  observe  them  with 
my  whole  heart.  Thou  hast  commanded  us  to  keep  thy 
precepts  diligently :  O  that  my  ways  were  directed  to  keep 
thy  statutes!”  (See  Psal.  xix.  7 — 11  ;  cxix.  4-6, 14-16, 
& c.)  Amidst  the  infirmities  and  manifold  disobedience  of 
his  servants,  there  is  yet  a  great  and  essential  distinction 
between  them  and  the  servants  of  satan  or  of  the  world. 
They  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  he  is  not  of  the  world  : 
the  effect  will  therefore  be  evident  in  their  conduct ;  while 
the  one  party  are  following  the  course  of  this  world,  or 
walking  according  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air, 
the  spirit  which  now  worketh  in  the  children  of  disobe¬ 
dience,  his  servants,  living  by  faith,  are  desirous  of  confor¬ 
mity  to  his  mind  and  will.  The  conduct  of  the  world  at 
large  plainly  proves,  that  they  belong  to  a  very  different 
master.  While  following  its  pleasures,  living  as  without 
God  in  the  world,  in  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the 
eye,  or  the  pride  of  life,  careless  of  Christ,  of  his  grace, 
his  word,  or  his  authority,  are  these  his  servants  ?  Surely 
not.  Let  no  man  deceive  himself  with  the  most  honour¬ 
able  profession  of  the  name  of  Christ  alone,  when  his  cha¬ 
racter  is  so  opposite  to  that  of  the  great  Master  of  his 
church,  and  his  desires  and  pursuits  so  directly  contrary  to 
his  revealed  mind  and  will.  “  When  ye  were  the  servants 
of  sin,”  says  the  Apostle,  “ye  were  free  from  righteousness : 
what  fruit  had  ye  then  in  those  things  whereof  ye  are  now 
ashamed  ?  For  the  end  of  those  things  is  death  :  but  now 
being  made  free  from  sin,  and  become  servants  of  God,  ye 
have  your  fruit  unto  holiness,  and  the  end  everlasting  life ; 
for  the  wages  of  sin  is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal 
life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.”  (Rom.  vi.  20  23.) 

He  may  justly  expect  the  most  cheerful  and  voluntary 
siu'render  of  ourselves  to  him — the  surrender  of  the  heart. 
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The  Prophet  Isaiah  has  foretold,  that  in  the  Gospel  time, 
this  should  be  the  sweet  effect  of  the  grace  of  his  Spirit, 
poured  out  upon  his  church ;  “One  shall  say,  I  am 
the  Lord’s,  and  another  shall  call  himself  by  the  name 
of  Jacob,  and  another  shall  subscribe  with  his  hand 
unto  the  Lord,  and  surname  himself  by  the  name  of 
Israel.”  (Is.  xliv.  5.)  The  heart,  inflamed  with  his  love, 
shall  hasten  to  join  itself  to  his  family  ;  to  submit  to  his 
authority,  and  delight  to  be  reckoned  among  the  servants 
of  so  great  and  gracious  a  Master.  And  what  sweet  en¬ 
couraging  motives  does  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  discover,  to 
excite  such  a  temper  of  voluntary  submission !  He  is  the 
Lord  my  Creator,  and  has  a  sovereign  authority  over  all 
I  am  and  have  ;  but  he,  says  the  believing  soul,  he  came 
to  redeem  me  from  sin  and  guilt,  from  death  and  hell,  the 
sentence  of  the  law  and  the  wrath  of  God.  I  feel  myself 
a  sinner  deserving  of  that  wrath  :  I  was  ready  to  perish, 
when  he  bought  me  from  the  law  unto  himself.  He  now 
claims  me  as  his  property.  How  condescending,  how  gra¬ 
cious  to  make  such  a  claim  of  such  an  undeserving  sinner! 
Surely  my  willing  soul  should  readily  answer,  Lord  I  am 
thine ;  enable  me,  by  thy  grace,  to  give  thee  thy  right,  my 
body,  my  soul,  their  faculties  and  powers.  Let  me  begin 
in  youth  the  sweet  surrender;  let  me  remember,  in  every 
time  of  temptation,  that  I  am  dedicated  to  thee;  let  the 
impression  follow  me  through  life,  and  make  me  always 
thine,  that  I  may  give  up  my  body  and  soul  a  living  sacri¬ 
fice,  well  pleasing  to  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  which  is  my 
reasonable  service !  He  claims,  and  he  has,  in  all  his  peo¬ 
ple,  not  the  constrained  burthensome  service  of  a  slave, 
but  the  generous  service  of  affection.  Under  the  Jewish 
law,  if  a  servant  loved  his  master,  he  submitted  ,  to  be 
brought  to  the  door  of  his  house  ;  and  his  ear  being  bored 
with  an  anvil  to  the  post  of  the  door,  he  became  his  de¬ 
voted  servant  for  ever.  So  did  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  de¬ 
vote  himself,  as  the  servant  of  the  Father,  in  the  work  of 
nur  salvation  :  “  Mine  ear,”  saith  he,  “  hast  thou  opened  ; 
.sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didst  not  desire;  but  lo,  I  come. 
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to  do  thy  will,  O  God!”  In  this  he  has  discovered  the 
amazing  love  of  his  heart,  for  the  honour  of  his  Heavenly 
Father,  and  the  salvation  of  his  people  ;  and  afforded  us 
a  pattern  of  willing  surrender.  The  language  of  such  a 
servant,  surrendering  himself  to  a  perpetual  service,  should 
be  the  language  of  our  hearts,  “  I  love  my  Master ;  I  will 
not  go  out  free.”  (Ex.  xxi.  5,  6.) 

But  surely  this  proves  how  much  false  profession  there 
is  in  the  visible  church.  Are  we  his  servants  ?  Have  we 
discerned  the  right  he  has  to  us  by  creation  and  redemp¬ 
tion  ;  and  are  we  willing  to  submit  to  his  authority,  and  to 
do  his  will  ?  “No  man  can  serve  two  masters  ;  for  either 
he  must  hate  the  one  and  love  the  other,  or  else  he  will 
cleave  to  the  one,  and  despise  the  other  :  ye  cannot  serve 
God  and  mammon.”  Well  may  he  say  to  us,  “  Why  call 
ye  me  Lord,  Lord,  and  do  not  the  things  which  I  say.” 
The  Master  is  come  and  calls  for  thee.  Art  thou  ready 
to  obey  his  summons,  to  stand  in  the  post  to  which 
he  appoints  thee  ;  and  wait  the  orders  of  his  house,  the 
directions  of  his  word  ?  The  service  of  love  is  perfect 
freedom.  I  walk  at  liberty,  says  the  believer,  when  I 
seek  thy  commandments.  His  servants  are  diligent  in 
his  way,  not  to  purchase  a  place  in  his  family ;  but  be¬ 
cause  he  hath  loved  them,  and  redeemed  them  to  him¬ 
self;  because  he  hath  by  grace  brought  them  to  him¬ 
self  ;  because  he  hath  condescended  to  take  the  relation  of 
their  Lord  and  Master ;  and  they  love  him,  because  he  hath 
so  loved  them.  It  is  not  the  service  of  the  bond-slave,  in 
fear  of  the  scourge,  but  the  service  of  love  and  delight, 
that  esteems  it  its  highest  honour  and  felicity  to  please  him. 
“  O  Lord  our  God!  other  lords  beside  thee  have  had 
dominion  over  us  ;  but  by  thee  only  will  we  make  mention 
of  thy  name.”  (Is.  xxvi.  13.) 

The  faithful  servant  feels  therefore  his  obligation  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  interest  and  his  honour. — This  is  the  case  of 
every  faithful  servant ;  especially  ot  one  who  loves  his 
master,  and  honours  him  in  his  own  heart ;  who  is  not  an 
eye-servant,  but  devoted  to  his  Lord.  The  servants  of  the 
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great  esteem  it  an  honour  to  wait  around  their  persons,  or 
to  wear  their  livery ;  the  dignity  of  the  master  reflects  a 
degree  of  honour  on  all  connected  with  him,  according  to 
their  nearness  of  approach.  And  shall  not  the  servants  of 
the  King  of  kings,  the  Lord  of  all,  glory  in  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  family;  and,  so  far  from  being  ashamed  or 
afraid  to  acknowledge  themselves  his,  esteem  it  their 
highest  honour,  and  their  noblest  fame  ? 

A  faithful  servant  will  be  jealous  of  the  character ;  ob¬ 
servant  of  the  fame,  and  anxious  to  promote  the  good 
name  and  glory,  of  the  master  whom  he  loves.  He  grieves 
to  hear  him  reproached,  and  will  with  ardour  vindicate 
him  from  undeserved  opprobrium.  Such  is  the  sentiment 
of  the  believer’s  mind  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  “  I  was 
grieved  at  the  wicked,”  said  the  Psalmist,  “  because  they 
keep  not  thy  law.  Ho  not  I  love  them  that  love  thee  ? 
and  am  not  I  grieved  with  those  that  rise  up  against  thee  ? 
Yea,  I  hate  them  with  perfect  hatred  ;  I  count  them  my 
enemies.” 

He  would  not  irreverently  use  that  name,  which  he 
grieved  when  he  heard  pronounced  without  respect  by  an 
ungodly  world.  He  would  not  bring  a  disgrace  upon  his 
word,  his  truth,  or  his  salvation ;  nor  voluntarily  dishonour 
him  by  the  carelessness  or  the  imprudence  of  his  conduct. 
He  knows  his  Master  is  most  faithful,  most  wise,  most  gra¬ 
cious,  and  most  beneficent ;  that  his  service  is  the  happi¬ 
ness  of  all  intelligent  creatures  ;  and  he  longs  that  the  world 
should  know  his  truth,  and  be  induced  to  surrender  them¬ 
selves  to  his  service,  for  the  glory  of  his  name  and  their 
own  felicity.  He  will  be,  as  his  Master  has  a  right  to  ex¬ 
pect  of  him,  most  careful  to  promote  his  cause  and  interest 
in  the  world. — Here  opens  a  large  field  of  activity  to  the 
Christian’s  view  :  all  his  powers,  faculties,  and  talents  may, 
in  some  way  or  other,  be  employed  to  his  Master’s  honour. 
The  immediate  circle  in  which  he  moves  claims  his  first 
attention ;  the  neighbourhood  around  him  demands  his 
exertions  :  but  the  world  at  large  is  not  too  large  for  the 
wishes  and  the  attempts  of  a  Christian’s  charity  and  bene- 
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volence.  Nor  can  the  Christian  now  be  at  a  loss,  let  his 
power,  his  ability,  his  talents,  be  what  they  may,  for  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  exerting  them  to  the  glory  of  his  Master,  amidst 
the  various  plans  which  are  now  executing  in  the  Christian 
church  for  the  diffusing  of  Christian  knowledge,  the  pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  Gospel,  the  translating  and  dispersing  the 
Scriptures  of  truth  in  every  clime  and  nation,  and  the  making 
known  the  glory  of  the  Redeemer  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
The  Christian’s  heart  rejoices  in  the  plan,  and  is  animated  by 
the  prospect;  and,  as  his  heart  is  warmed  with  love  to  his  Mas¬ 
ter,  will,  according  to  his  ability,  talents,  time,  and  opportu¬ 
nity,  be  zealous  in  promoting  the  gracious  designs,  and 
forwarding,  by  every  means,  the  interest  of  his  Redeemer. 
It  is  love  that  excites  his  ardour ;  and  faith  and  hope  en¬ 
courage  him  in  his  exertions ;  for  he  delights  in  the  assur¬ 
ance  that  the  knowledge  of  his  gracious  Lord  shall  cover 
the  earth,  as  the  waters  do  the  sea.  To  be  any  ways  con¬ 
ducive  to  such  an  end,  though  in  the  humblest  manner,  and 
most  unobserved  by  men,  he  will  esteem  his  highest  honour. 
In  the  mean  while,  as  a  faithful  servant,  in  the  larger  pro¬ 
spect  of  extending  his  Master’s  interest,  he  does  not  forget 
what  is  more  immediately  committed  to  his  care.  Every 
servant  in  a  well  arranged  family  must  have  his  peculiar 
employ ;  and  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  family,  when  the 
attention  of  each  is  directed  to  his  own  peculiar  branch  of 
duty.  This  is  the  preservation  of  domestic  peace,  order, 
and  felicity.  So  it  must  be  in  the  Redeemer’s  family,  the 
church.  Nor  can  its  peace  and  prosperity  be  more  secured, 
than  by  the  diligent  attention  of  each  to  the  respective 
duties  of  their  stations  ;  while  every  man  in  the  station 
wherein  he  is  called,  therein  abides  with  God.  His  provi¬ 
dence,  in  concurrence  with  the  due  orders  of  his  house,  may 
evidently  mark  out  the  propriety  of  a  removal  or  change  of 
duties.  Herein  the  believer  should,  with  peculiar  watch¬ 
fulness  and  care,  observe  the  leadings  of  Providence,  in 
connection  with  the  judgment  of  those  under  whom  he  is 
placed  :  for  uncalled-for  departure  from  the  station  ol  provi- 
VOL.  III.  R 
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dential  appointment,  under  the  fancied  expectation  of  pro¬ 
moting  greater  good,  will  often  produce  disorder  and  con¬ 
fusion  ;  and,  though  attended  with  immediate  and  particular 
good,  may,  upon  the  whole  and  ultimately,  be  productive 
of  greater  evil  in  the  church  of  God.  And  as  the  obedient 
servant  will  be  careful,  especially  of  that  peculiar  part  of 
his  master’s  property  committed  to  his  trust ;  so  will  the 
faithful  Christian,  as  to  the  talents  he  has  received,  the 
opportunities  afforded  him,  and  the  more  immediate  trusts 
of  his  peculiar  office.  (1  Cor.  xii. ;  Rom.  xii.  4 — 9.)  Thus 
he  will  consult  the  honour  of  his  Master  in  the  good  of 
his  family,  his  fellow-servants,  and  the  household  of  faith ; 
and  whatever  he  does,  in  word  or  deed,  will  feel  his  obli¬ 
gation  to  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  to 
the  glory  of  God  in  him. — These  are  thy  obligations,  O 
believer!  arising  from  thy  relation  to  Jesus,  as  thy  Lord 
and  Master,  and  now  sweetly  bound  upon  thy  conscience 
with  the  bonds  of  love.  His  service  is  in  itself  perfect 
freedom ;  all  his  commands  are  wise  and  gracious,  and 
ultimately  are  resolved  into  that  most  engaging  precept. 
Do  thyself  no  harm.  His  law  is  perfect,  converting  the 
soul :  his  statutes  are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart,  &c. ;  and 
in  keeping  of  them  there  is  great  reward.  (Psal.  xix.  7,  &c.) 
But  when  he  claims  thy  submission  and  obedience,  he 
establishes  Ins  authority,  not  only  as  the  Sovereign  Lord, 
thy  Creator,  but  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer,  who  loved 
thee  with  an  everlasting  love ;  who  commended  his  love 
to  thee  in  dying  for  thee  when  in  sin,  guilt,  and  con¬ 
demnation  ;  who  has  endured  thy  curse  to  take  it  away ; 
thy  sin  to  redeem  thee  from  it,  and  who  has  purchased 
his  church  to  himself, — ever  regards  it  with  his  eyes,  and 
conducts  all  its  concerns,  as  well  as  imposes  all  his  com¬ 
mands  upon  it  with  infinite  wisdom,  almighty  power,  and 
covenant  love.  As  such,  he  claims  thee  for  himself ;  a 
claim  that  is  as  condescending  in  him  as  it  is  honour¬ 
able  for  thee  ;  a  claim  which  secures  thy  felicity,  and 
which,  the  more  thou  art  brought  to  submit  to,  the  higher 
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thy  felicity  will  rise.  Be  thou,  then,  my  compassionate 
Saviour,  my  Lord  and  Master :  rule  in  my  heart  by  thy 
grace,  and  command  my  affections  to  choose  thy  service, 
and  delight  in  all  thy  will.  The  grace  is  thine,  the  feli¬ 
city  shall  be  mine  ;  but  thou  shalt  have  the  eternal  glory, 
as  is  thy  eternal  due. 

i 
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ESSAY  IV. 

ISnaigit  to  tfjr  people. 

An  ensign,  or  standard,  is  something  erected  as  a  point  of 
union,  where  certain  persons  are  invited  to  rally,  for  the 
purposes  of  warfare,  or  for  undertaking  any  expedition  ; 
or  for  any  other  purpose  where  a  public  point  of  union 
may  be  necessary.  Beneath  or  near  this  standard,  is  the 
place  for  the  general  of  the  army,  the  commander  of  the 
expedition,  or  the  guide  of  the  journey.  Such  is  the 
view  which  is  frequently  given  us  in  Scripture,  of  the 
Cross  of  Christ,  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  or  of  Christ 
himself  *.  He  is  there  exalted  as  the  wonderful  Sign  to 
Jews  and  Gentiles ;  the  Standard  under  which  they  may 
flock,  in  their  penitent  return  to  God  ;  the  glorious  object 
of  his  people’s  faith,  love,  and  confidence :  and,  looking 
unto  Jesus,  and  following  as  he  leads,  their  journeys  are 
wisely  directed,  their  warfare  successfully  conducted  ; 
and  they  shall  attain  the  end  of  their  pilgrimage,  and 
the  final  conquest  over  all  their  spiritual  enemies.  May 
the  consideration  of  a  few  particulars  connected  with 
this  interesting  character,  excite  our  faith,  and  lead  us 
to  seek  for,  and  rest  under,  his  protection  and  care,  till 
we  are  beyond  the  reach  of  danger  or  of  enemies,  and 
more  than  conquerors  in  his  love  ! 

The  Gospel  Ensign  or  Standard  itself,  is,  no  doubt, 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  promised  Messiah,  considered 

*  See  Isa.  v.  26 ;  xlix.  22 ;  lix.  19  :  but  in  lxii.  10,  11,  the  reference 
is  more  evident,  from  the  11th  verse,  where  the  person  of  the  Redeemer 
is  spoken  of,  alluding  to  Christ  lifted  up  in  the  Gospel,  as  the  Salvation 
of  his  church ;  “  for  his  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  before  him.” 
See  also  chap.  xi.  10. 
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in  the  glories  of  his  person,  and  the  evident  testimony 
of  his  complete  redemption  finished  on  the  cross.  He 
alone  is  held  forth  as  the  object  to  which  a  sinner  must 
look  for  salvation  ;  in  whom  he  is  encouraged  and  autho¬ 
rised  to  return  to  God  ;  in  whom  alone  he  can  expect 
the  blessings  of  pardoning  mercy  and  quickening  grace  ; 
where  alone  he  finds  his  safety  and  protection,  and  ex¬ 
pects  the  everlasting  victory.  And  the  several  designs 
for  which  a  standard  is  in  general  erected  amongst  men, 
are  answered  in  him,  as  held  up  in  the  ministry  of  the 
Gospel. 

When  rebels  are  to  return  to  their  duty  and  allegiance, 
a  standard  is  erected  in  a  certain  place,  where  they  are 
invited  to  come,  and  avail  themselves,  by  submission,  of 
the  general  amnesty  which  the  mercy  of  the  sovereign 
has  proclaimed. 

Thus  the  Gospel  exhibits  the  Standard  of  the  Cross : 
there  the  rebel  sinner  may  return,  confess  his  guilt,  and 
wait  the  mercy  of  his  offended  Sovereign — the  pardon 
promised  through  his  atoning  blood.  (John  iii.  14 — 18.) 

When  soldiers  are  to  be  collected  for  warfare,  a 
standard  is  erected,  where  the  person  willing  to  enter 
into  the  service  may  engage  himself  for  that  purpose, 
and  pledge  his  faith  to  follow  the  standard  of  his  leader, 
as  it  moves,  and  wherever  it  moves,  under  his  direction. 
Thus,  to  the  standard  of  the  Cross  the  Christian  soldier 
must  resort,  to  engage  himself  as  the  servant  of  a  crucified 
Lord  and  Leader ;  to  follow  where  he  directs ;  to  use  his 
spiritual  arms  against  all  his  enemies,  and  maintain  the 
cause  of  his  Lord  and  Saviour,  with  the  cordial  affection 
of  bis  mind  and  the  faithful  exertions  of  his  hand.  Under 
this  Standard  all  his  people  may,  with  courage  and  con¬ 
fidence,  carry  on  the  Christian  warfare  against  the  world, 
the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  secure  of  final  victory ;  follow 
this  Captain  of  their  salvation;  the  bearer  of  this  Standard; 
who,  by  infinite  wisdom  and  almighty  power,  hath  already 
conquered  their  enemies  for  them,  and  who  will  lead  them 
on  to  conquest.  The  triumphs  of  the  Cross  are  proofs  of 
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his  victory,  and  the  pledges  and  earnest  of  theirs.  Of  J  udah 
of  old,  it  was  said,  “  Judah  is  a  lion’s  whelp:  from  the  prey, 
my  son,  thou  art  gone  up.  He  stooped  down,  he  couched 
as  a  lion,  and  as  an  old  lion;  who  shall  rouse  him  up?”  (Gen, 
xlix.  9.)  And  of  Israel  again,  “  He  couched,  he  lay  down  as 
a  lion,  and  as  a  great  lion ;  who  shall  stir  him  up  ?”  (Num. 
xxiv.  9.)  Over  all  their  enemies,  therefore,  they  went 
on  to  triumph,  because  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  fought  for 
Israel.  (Jos.  x.  42.) 

In  consequence  of  this  prediction,  the  standard  of  Judah 
was  a  couching  lion.  In  this,  no  doubt,  he  was  intended 
as  an  emblem  of  his  eminent  descendant ;  who  also,  in  re¬ 
ference  to  this  circumstance,  is  called  the  Lion  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah.  Not  only  is  his  image  pourtrayed  upon  the 
Christian  standard,  but  himself  engaged  under  it  for  their 
defence  and  salvation.  The  Christian  believer  must  indeed 
fight  the  good  fight  of  faith  ;  he  must  expect  violent  and 
continued  opposition  from  the  enemies  of  his  Lord,  from 
his  own  inward  corruptions,  and  from  a  carnal  world  and 
the  power  of  satan.  His  life  must  be  a  daily  warfare  :  in 
vain  he  will  expect  it  to  be  otherwise ;  or  if  he  does,  he 
will  find  himself  deceived.  And  who  is  he  that  overcometh, 
but  he  who  believes  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  who 
knows  his  character  and  glory ;  believing  in  his  finished 
redemption  of  the  cross,  and  trusting  in  his  almighty  power 
and  grace  upon  the  throne?  No  victory  will  ever  be  ob¬ 
tained,  over  inward  lusts  and  rising  sins,  over  the  world  or 
the  devil;  or  over  all  the  consequences  of  sin  in  guilt  and 
sorrow,  affliction  and  misery,  death  and  the  grave  ;  but  by 
a  believing  view  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  his  cross  and 
triumph,  or  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.  This  is  the 
standard  which,  when  the  enemy  comes  in  like  a  flood,  the 
Spirit  of  Jehovah  lifts  up  against  him.  The  believing  view 
of  this,  through  the  confidence  of  faith,  derives  virtue  and 
energy,  peace  and  consolation,  strength  and  grace,  for  the 
Christian  conflict.  While  the  Emperor  Constantine  was 
hesitating  about  the  Christian  faith,  it  is  reported,  that, 
when  about  to  engage  against  the  army  of  his  enemy,  he 
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beheld  in  vision  the  figure  of  the  cross  suspended  in  the  air, 
with  this  motto,  tutoj  Ni/ca  “  Conquer  by  this*,”  which  de¬ 
termined  his  wavering-  mind  on  the  side  of  Christ.  Whether 
the  relation  be  true  or  false,  it  affords  a  suitable  motive 
for  the  Christian  soldier.  Are  we  engaged  against  out- 
spiritual  enemies  ?  By  this  we  shall  conquer  :  keeping  by 
faith  near  to  Jesus,  looking  unto  him,  following  where  he 
leads,  and  fighting  in  his  strength,  they  shall  never  hurt 
us,  we  shall  be  more  than  conquerors,  and  ought  to  be 
stedfast  and  immoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  knowing  that  our  labour  shall  not  be  in  vain 
in  the  Lord.  (1  Cor.  xv.  58.) 

Our  encouragement  is  the  same  as  Israel’s  of  old :  “  Thou 
shalt  not  be  afraid  of  them  ;  for  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  be 
with  thee,  a  mighty  God  and  terrible.  He  shall  cast  them 
out  before  thee,  until  they  be  destroyed.”  See  Deut.  vii. 
21,  to  end. 

And  similar  is  the  language  of  the  Apostle:  “If  God  be  for 
us,  who  can  be  against  us?”  &c.  “  Who  shall  lay  any  thing 
to  the  charge  of  God’s  elect?  It  is  God  that  juslifieth  ;  who 
is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Christ  that  died  ;  yea,  rather 
that  is  risen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
who  also  maketh  intercession  for  us.  Therefore,  neither 
death,  nor  life,  uor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers, 
nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height  nor 
depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.” 
(Rom.  viii.  31,  to  the  end.)  The  cross  and  triumphs  of 
Jesus  are  the  security  of  his  people  Blessed  be  his  name 
who  condescended  to  hang  upon  the  cross,  that  he  might 
from  his  throne  bold  it  forth,  as  the  encouragement  of  his 
militant  church  below,  to  follow  him  through  combat  to  the 
crown.  We  have  a  beautiful  type  of  this  in  Psalm  lx. 
while  Israel  was  conflicting  with  her  enemies.  God  had. 
given  a  banner  to  those  who  observed  his  dispensations, 
in  the  exaltation  of  his  chosen  king  to  the  throne,  and 
had  thus  shewn  the  truth  of  his  promise,  and  his  faithful 


*  See  Milner’s  Church  History,  Cent.  IV.  chap  ii. 


SERIES  VI _ ESSAY  IV. 


248 

care  of  his  Israel,  (ver.  4,  5.)  Hence  the  Psalmist,  through 
the  whole  of  the  latter  part  of  the  Psalm,  triumphs  in  the 
confidence  of  victory.  While  his  church  is  conflicting 
below,  God  has  given  a  banner  to  those  who  fear  him, 
the  ensign  of  victory,  in  the  exaltation  of  the  promised 
Messiah,  the  Son  of  David ;  the  once  dying,  but  now 
reigning  Jesus.  In  his  victories  his  church  may  triumph, 
and  say,  “  Through  the  God-Man,  Jesus,  we  shall  do  va¬ 
liantly  :  it  is  he  who  hath  upon  the  Cross,  and  will  finally 
from  the  throne,  tread  down  our  enemies.”  (ver.  12.) 
See  Bishop  Horne. 

When  persons  are  to  be  engaged  in  any  remarkable  un¬ 
dertaking,  or  collected  for  some  important  expedition,  a 
standard  also  is  erected  as  a  point  of  union,  whereto  they 
may  resort;  and  thus  kept  together,  in  one  united  body,  may 
travel  with  greater  pleasure,  and  with  greater  security. 
So  under  the  standard  of  the  cross  are  all  the  church  of 
Christ  collected  and  united,  to  pursue  their  journey  through 
the  wilderness  of  this  world,  to  the  rest  which  is  above. 
Under  this  they  unite  in  the  bonds  of  love  and  order,  with 
all  the  advantages  of  Christian  fellowship  and  all  the  secu¬ 
rity  of  Christian  union.  It  is  the  Cross  that  unites  their 
hearts  and  guides  their  way. 

Under  this  they  enjoy  together  the  sweets  of  pardoning 
love  and  grace,  of  Divine  favour  and  protection,  and  all 
the  blessings  of  salvation.  By  faith  they  anticipate  the  end 
of  their  faith,  till  they  come  to  its  full  enjoyment,  even  the 
salvation  of  their  souls  :  by  this  he  gathers  together  on 
earth  the  children  of  God,  which  are  scattered  abroad, 
(John  xi.  50 — 52.) ;  and  then  in  heaven  they  shall  be  col¬ 
lected  together  for  ever,  under  the  same  standard  ;  for 
there  appears  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  a  Lamb,  as  it  had 
been  slain:  and  what  is  this  but  a  crucified  Jesus,  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  love  and  adoration  to  his  church  for  ever,  as  there 
perfecting  the  work  of  their  salvation  ?  There  cannot  be  a 
more  expressive,  or  a  more  encouraging,  representation  of 
this  truth,  than  the  state  of  the  Israelites  when  journeying 
through  the  wilderness.  The  pillar  of  a  cloud  and  of  fire, 
was  to  them  an  eminent  sign  or  standard,  erected  bv  God, 
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beheld  by  the  Whole  camp,  which  collected  and  united  the 
people,  aud  directed  them  in  all  their  marches.  When  it 
moved,  they  moved ;  when  it  rested,  they  pitched  their 
camp,  and  remained  in  their  station.  When  they  followed 
the  sacred  ensign,  they  were  sure  they  were  in  the  right 
way  ;  and  when  they  rested  around  it,  they  were  sure  that 
they  were  safe ;  and  an  evident  allusion  is  made  to  this, 
in  a  figurative  prediction  of  the  future  conversion  and  re¬ 
calling  of  the  Jewish  people.  When  he  shall  set  his  hand 
again  the  second  time,  to  recover  the  remnant  of  his  people, 
&c.  then  he  shall  set  up  a  similar  Ensign  for  the  nations, 
in  the  preached  Gospel,  the  display  of  a  crucified  Re¬ 
deemer  ;  “  that  he  may  assemble  the  outcasts  of  Israel,  and 
gather  together  the  dispersed  of  Judah,  from  the  four  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  earth.”  (Is.  xi.  11 — 15.)  And  then  “  there 
shall  be  an  high-way  for  the  remnant  of  his  people,  which 
shall  be  left  from  Assyria ;  like  as  it  was  to  Israel  in  the 
day  that  he  came  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.”  (ver.  16.) 

Thus  only  in  the  way  and  place  of  God’s  appointment 
can  a  rebellious  sinner  be  again  received  into  favour : 
only  under  this  banner  can  the  Christian  soldier  fight  to 
obtain  the  victory,  or  the  Christian  pilgrim  travel  securely 
through  the  wilderness  to  the  promised  Canaan :  in  all 
these  respects,  Christ  is  the  only  standard  to  which  a  sin¬ 
ner  can  fly,  without  a  figure.  He  is  the  only  way  to  God  ; 
the  way  to  pardon,  peace,  and  holiness  ;  to  victory  and 
everlasting  salvation.  These  blessings  can  only  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  looking  unto  Jesus,  who  is  set  forth  by  God  as 
the  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  name,  to  declare  his  righ¬ 
teousness  in  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  by  whom  we  have 
redemption  through  his  blood,  eveu  the  forgiveness  ot 
sins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace ;  by  whom  they 
who  some  time  were  afar  off,  are  brought  nigh  by  the 
blood  of  Christ ;  who  is  our  peace ;  who  hath  reconciled  us 
unto  God  by  his  own  body  on  the  cross,  having  slain  the 
enmity  thereby,  by  whom  we  have  access  by  one  Spirit 
unto  the  Father  ;  and  are  no  more  strangers  and  foreign¬ 
ers,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of  the  house- 
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hold  of  God.  (Eph.  ii.  13 — 19.)  He  is  Immanuel,  God 
with  us  ;  Jesus  the  Saviour,  able  to  save  unto  the  utter¬ 
most  all  who  come  unto  God  by  him.  To  him  let  the 
believer  look  in  all  and  for  all :  his  wisdom  shall  guide  him 
in  the  way  of  peace  and  safety.  (Ps.  xxxii.  8,  &c.)  His 
almighty  power  and  goodness  shall  preserve  him  through 
all,  till  he  arrive  at  the  land  of  his  rest,  till  he  triumph 
in  eternal  victory. 

To  encourage  and  direct  this  confidence  of  faith,  let 
us  behold  the  erection  of  this  Standard  ;  that  we  may  be¬ 
hold  the  Divine  authority  upon  which  our  faith  is  founded, 
or  how  and  by  whom  this  Ensign  is  lifted  up  to  the  obser¬ 
vation  and  faith  of  returning  sinners.  Here  we  shall  pro¬ 
perly  direct  our  views  back  into  the  eternal  age,  and 
venture  to  meditate  on  the  deep  things  of  God,  the  coun¬ 
sels  of  his  Eternal  Mind.  It  is,  no  doubt,  in  reference 
to  this,  when  the  Prophet  declares,  that  he  who  was  born 
in  Bethlehem,  had  his  goings  forth  from  of  old,  from  ever¬ 
lasting.  (Mic.  v.  2.) 

It  is  in  allusion  to  this,  that,  in  the  character  of  the 
Essential  Wisdom  (a  character  analogous  to  the  Aoyoe, 
or  Divine  Word),  he  asserts  of  himself,  that  he  was  set 
up  from  everlasting,  or  ever  the  earth  was,  &c.  and  that 
then  his  delights  were  with  the  sons  of  men.  Then  was 
he  set  up,  or  appointed,  in  the  counsels  of  Eternity,  in 
the  design  of  the  blessed  Trinity,  for  the  Head  of  creation 
and  redemption;  in  consequence  of  which,  in  the  un¬ 
known  ages  of  eternity,  he  was  brought  forth  to  the  ob¬ 
servation  of  the  heavenly  intelligences,  and  exalted  in  the 
heavenly  world  in  this  character,  to  be  the  great  Agent 
of  the  Divine  economy  in  all  its  parts.  Then  was  his 
name  declared  as  Wonderful ;  beheld  as  the  glorious 
Person,  who,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  was  to  be  born  of  a 
woman,  to  become  Immanuel,  God  and  Man  ;  to  be  the 
Lamb  slain,  the  dying  Mediator,  the  exalted  Intercessor 
and  Saviour.  In  every  dispensation  of  God  to  man,  the 
displays  of  his  person  and  character,  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  which  he  should  efiect  and  complete,  and  the  bless- 
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lugs  of  redemption,  which  he  was  to  bring;  were  the 
great  objects  held  forth  to  observation.  Throughout  the 
whole,  Jesus  Clmst  was  exalted,  or  lifted  up,  as  the  only 
way  to  God,  the  foundation  of  a  sinner's  hope,  the  all- 
sufficient  and  willing  Saviour.  (Luke  xxiv.  25 — 27, 
and  44.) 

As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  fall  of  man  had  made  the 
discovery  of  the  Redeemer  an  object  of  necessity,  and 
suitable  to  be  desired  by  a  sinful  creature,  he  was  set  to 
the  view  of  faith  in  paradise ;  and  the  first  gracious  promise 
exhibits  him  as  the  Seed  of  the  woman,  to  bruise  the 
serpent’s  head.  (Gen.  iii.  15.)  And  I  am  greatly  mistaken 
if  this  was  not  more  immediately  the  design  of  the  che¬ 
rubim,  then  set  up  at  the  east  end  of  the  garden  of  Eden ; 
for,  if  these  cherubic  representations  were  similar  to  those 
afterward  set  up  in  the  temple,  or  to  those  displayed  in 
vision  by  the  Prophet  Ezekiel,  they  were  doubtless  the  re¬ 
presentation  of  the  God  of  Israel  (Ezek.  i.  5,  &c.) ;  the  three 
persons  in  one  Jehovah,  and  the  man  taken  into  union 
with  the  second  person  (always  represented  by  the  Lion) 
for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  and  to  preserve  the  way  to 
the  tree  of  life.  (Gen.  iii.  24.)  The  appointed  sacrifice 
immediately  directed  the  faith  of  the  penitent  sinner  to 
a  suffering  Saviour  and  an  atoning  Sacrifice ;  and  when 
the  Lord  God  made  coats  of  skin  (from  those  beasts  which 
were  sacrificed,  for  the  eating  of  animal  food  was  not  then 
allowed),  and  clothed  their  nakedness  ;  the  covering  of  a 
sinner’s  soul,  naked  and  destitute  of  all  righteousness, 
with  the  robe  of  a  Redeemer’s  righteousness,  by  one  sa¬ 
crifice  for  sin,  was,  according  to  the  genius  of  that  dispen¬ 
sation,  evidently  held  forth  to  the  trembling  sinner.  The 
very  names  of  that  typical  emerod  evidently  represented 
him,  in  his  person  and  his  work  :  various  circumstances  in 
the  conduct  of  God’s  providence  tended  to  make  the  re¬ 
velation  of  the  promised  Messiah  clearer  and  clearer,  till, 
in  the  designed  sacrifice  of  Isaac,  the  patriarch  Abraham 
beheld  the  day  of  Christ  by  faith ;  and  rejoiced  in  the 
prospect,  when  his  posterity  were  chosen  by  God  as  his 
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peculiar  people.  The  whole  of  the  dispensation  under 
which  they  were  placed,  was  evidently  emblematical  of 
the  person  and  work  of  Jesus;  and  the  multitude  of  cere¬ 
monies  which  constituted  their  worship,  was  the  wonderful 
invention  of  Divine  Wisdom,  to  typify  the  person,  the 
glory,  the  character,  the  blessings  of  salvation,  which  were 
hereafter  to  be  revealed. 

Various  expressive  circumstances  also,  such  as  the 
lifting  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  added  still  more 
to  the  clearness  of  the  discovery.  Our  Lord  himself  re¬ 
fers  to  this  as  a  suitable  representation  of  his  dying  love 
upon  the  cross,  and  the  benefit  resulting  from  it  to  the 
dying  but  believing  sinner.  (John  iii.  14.)  But  the  Spirit 
of  Prophecy  was  a  still  clearer  testimony  of  Jesus.  What 
descriptions  do  the  Prophets  afford  us  of  his  person,  his 
glory,  his  condescension,  his  sufferings,  his  victory,  and 
his  exaltation !  And  no  doubt  they  were  so  understood 
by  the  believing  Israelites ;  though  their  faith  could  not 
be  so  explicit  as  ours,  before  the  person  was  actually 
manifested,  and  the  work  actually  performed  :  yet,  doubt¬ 
less,  in  the  language  of  Prophecy,  they  heard  the  voice  of 
the  Saviour,  “  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved  ;  for  I  am 
God,  and  there  is  none  else.”  (Isa.  xlv.  22.)  But  behold, 
at  last,  the  times  of  the  Prophets  are  fulfilled ;  the  fulness 
of  the  time  is  come;  and  God  sent  forth  his  Son,  made  of 
a  woman,  made  under  the  law.  He  is  revealed  to  the 
Gentile  nations  by  the  appearance  of  an  extraordinary 
star,  that  excited  their  attention  to  some  extraordinary 
event  in  the  land  of  Judea,  according  to  the  ancient 
expectation  of  their  wisest  philosophers.  (Mat.  ii.  1.)  He 
is  thus  discovered  to  the  tributary  king  of  Judea;  for 
the  sceptre  had  departed  from  Judah,  and  the  law-giver 
from  between  his  feet,  when  Shiloh  came  ;  and  at  the 
same  time  he  is  proclaimed  from  heaven  to  the  astonished 
shepherds,  by  the  songs  of  the  angelic  host.  And  now, 
though  the  Child  born,  and  the  Son  given;  though  he 
grows  up  as  a  Tender  Plant,  and  a  Root  out  of  a  dry 
ground ;  though  the  Man  of  Sorrows,  aud  acquainted 
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with  grief ;  though  like  the  humble  man  predicted  by  the 
Prophets,  yet  in  his  personal  ministry  he  gave  evident 
proofs  of  his  being  Messiah,  Immanuel,  God  with  us,  by 
his  miracles  which  displayed  his  almighty  power,  and  held 
him  up  as  the  Lord  God,  come  with  a  strong  arm,  for  the 
salvation  of  his  people.  (Is.  xl.  10.) 

But  now  there  remains  only  the  closing  scene,  the  final 
suffering  predicted  of  old — the  contest  in  order  to  the 
victory,  the  cross  in  order  to  the  crown  ;  and  behold  this 
Ensign  is  lifted  up,  to  draw  all  men  unto  it,  high  and  low, 
Jews  and  Gentiles.  (John  xii.  32.)  This  is  the  glorious 
banner  which  has  ever  since  been  displayed  for  sinners  to 
look  to  for  salvation  :  and  still  we  preach  Christ  crucified, 
to  the  Jews  a  stumbling-block,  and  unto  the  Greeks  fool¬ 
ishness  ;  but  to  us  who  are  saved,  Christ  the  power  of 
God  and  the  wisdom  of  God.  And  is  the  Cross  of  Christ 
peculiarly  this  Ensign  to  the  people  ?  How  great  then  the 
love,  the  condescension  of  Him  who  submitted  to  be  lifted 
up  upon  it,  that  he  might  thus  become  our  salvation  !  This 
is  the  mystery  of  heaven,  a  mystery  which  angels  desire  to 
look  into,  and  which  will  for  ever  engage  the  contemplation 
of  the  spirits  before  the  throne.  Immanuel,  God  in  our  na¬ 
ture,  despised,  suffering,  bruised  of  his  Father,  hung  upon 
the  cross !  the  salvation  of  guilty  sinners !  This  would 
indeed  excite  our  wonder,  if  we  were  not  accustomed  to 
hear  of  it,  till  the  sound  is  become  common  to  our  ears, 
and  the  nature  and  design  of  it  unobserved  and  disre¬ 
garded  in  our  minds.  Oh !  could  we  realize  the  thought 
of  a  God  incarnate,  suffering,  dying,  to  atone  for  our  sin, 
to  bring  in  everlasting  righteousness,  and  obtain  eternal 
redemption,  till,  deeply  penitent  and  firmly  believing,  our 
hearts  were  warmed  with  that  fervency  of  love  which  the 
wonders  of  Redemption  so  justly  demand  of  us,  and  are  so 
calculated  to  kindle  in  our  bosoms  ! 

The  suitable  disposition  to  welcome  a  Saviour  dying  for 
our  sins,  must  surely  be  the  disposition  of  penitent  sorrow. 
Never  can  a  sinner  come  to  Christ  and  look  upon  him, 
or  look  to  him  for  salvation,  till  he  be  brought  to  a  suitable 
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sense  of  the  evil  and  the  guilt  of  sin.  This  alone  disco¬ 
vers  the  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  makes  that  Saviour  pre¬ 
cious  ;  and  when  repentant  sorrow  has  led  to  Christ,  the 
view  of  his  Cross  will  deepen  that  repentance,  and  increase 
the  godly  mourning  of  the  contrite  spirit :  thus,  the  deeper 
the  views  of  sin  makes  Christ  more  precious,  and  the  views 
of  Christ  make  sin  more  hateful.  “  They  shall  look  on 
me,”  says  the  dying  Saviour,  “  whom  they  have  pierced, 
and  mourn  as  one  that  mourneth  for  his  only  son ;  and 
shall  be  in  bitterness  as  one  that  is  in  bitterness  for  his 
iirst-born.”  (Zech.  xii.  10.)  This  is  the  temper  which  the 
Spirit  of  God  effects  in  the  heart,  when  he  purposes  to 
lead  the  sinner  to  salvation,  and  the  temper  which  the 
humbled  sinner  always  exercises  when  he  looks  to  Christ, 
and  receives  salvation  from  him. 

But  behold,  from  the  cross  he  is  exalted  to  the  throne, 
still  lifted  up  as  an  Ensign  to  the  people  ;  having  become 
obedient  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross,  for  the 
procuring  of  redemption  :  therefore  hath  God  highly  ex¬ 
alted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  above  every  name,  that 
at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow,  of  things  in 
heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  ; 
and  that  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.  (Phil.  ii.  9 — 11.) 
The  design  of  his  exaltation,  he  himself  tells  us,  is,  that 
with  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  committed  into  his 
hands,  he  may  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  were  given 
him.  (John  xvii.  2.)  Or,  in  another  view,  he  is  exalted 
as  the  Prince  and  the  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  re¬ 
mission  of  sins.  Immediately,  therefore,  his  disciples  were 
sent  forth  to  erect  the  standard  of  the  Cross,  by  the  ever¬ 
lasting  Gospel  among  all  nations,  and  to  preach  this  Gospel 
of  Salvation  to  every  creature.  They  went  forth  accord¬ 
ingly,  and  declared,  “  There  is  salvation  in  no  other ;  nei¬ 
ther  is  there  any  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men 
whereby  we  must  be  saved  ; — that  other  foundation  can  no 
man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ ; — that  God 
hath  made  him  our  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification, 
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and  redemption  ;  and  whosoever  believeth  in  him  isjustified 
from  all  things,  from  which  he  could  not  be  justified  by  the 
law  of  Moses  (Acts  xiii.  38,  39),  and  shall  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life.  We  echo  their  voice,  and  pro¬ 
claim  the  same,  that  all  things  are  of  God,  who  hath  re¬ 
conciled  us  to  himself  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  hath  given  to 
us  the  ministry  of  reconciliation,  &o.  (2  Cor.  v.  18,  &c.) 

Thus  we  erect  this  standard,  not  only  by  a  declaration  of 
what  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is,  what  he  has  done,  and  what 
he  is  now  doing ;  the  all-sufficiency  of  his  atonement,  love 
and  grace  ;  the  merit  of  his  everlasting  righteousness,  and 
the  almighty  power  of  his  arm ;  but  by  inviting  sinners  to 
come  and  receive  the  benefit,  and  beseeching  them,  in 
Christ’s  stead,  to  be  reconciled  to  God. 

So,  from  age  to  age,  Christ  has  been  the  glory  of  every 
dispensation ;  the  language  of  the  Prophets  directed  the 
returning  penitent  to  look  to  him,  till,  in  his  personal  mi¬ 
nistry,  he  calls  the  weary  and  heavy  laden,  “  Come  unto 
me but  now,  in  the  Gospel,  that  mystery,  which,  in 
other  ages  was  not  made  known  unto  the  sons  of  men,  as 
it  is  now  revealed  by  his  holy  Apostles  and  Prophets,  by 
the  Spirit — viz.  that  the  Gentiles  should  be  fellow-heirs 
and  of  the  same  body,  and  partakers  of  his  promise  in 
Christ  by  the  Gospel — is  clearly  discovered.  The  unsearch¬ 
able  riches  of  Christ  are  thus  disclosed,  and  unto  the  pow¬ 
ers  and  principalities  in  heavenly  places  is  made  known, 
by  the  church,  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God,  & c.  (Eph.- 
iii.  5 — 10.) 

The  clearer  discoveries  of  his  Gospel  are,  beyond  all 
former  dispensations,  made  known  to  all  nations,  for  the 
obedience  of  faith.  (Rom.  xvi.  25,  2G.) 

This  is  indeed  the  very  nature  of  the  Gospel,  the  good 
tidings  of  great  joy ;  tidings  to  perishing  sinners  of  an 
Almighty  Saviour  lifted  up  upon  the  cross,  and  upon  the 
throne  ;  by  the  first,  opening  the  way  to  God  ;  by  the  lat¬ 
ter,  as  the  Priest  upon  the  throne,  securing  our  access,  ac¬ 
ceptance,  and  the  attainment  of  all  the  blessings  of  salva¬ 
tion.  We  have  to  bless  God  that  this  standard  is  erected 
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amongst  us.  To  us  is  the  word  of  this  salvation  sent, 
brought  to  our  ears  in  the  preaching  of  the  Cross  of  Christ, 
and,  O  abounding  grace  !  continued  to  us,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  its  frequent  and  general  rejection.  Here  Jesus  is  evi¬ 
dently  set  forth,  as  crucified  amongst  us.  What  views  of 
his  person  and  glory,  his  condescension  and  grace,  his 
atonement  and  propitiation,  his  fulness  of  mediatorial  bless¬ 
ings,  the  freeness  and  fulness  of  his  gift  of  love,  are  brought 
to  our  ears  by  the  Gospel,  and  to  our  hearts  by  the  Spirit 
of  his  grace  and  power !  Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  un¬ 
speakable  Gift. 

Here,  in  the  Gospel,  the  banner  of  his  love  is  erected  to 
allure  the  heart ;  the  banner  of  his  Truth  to  enlist  the  will¬ 
ing  soldier  for  the  Christian  warfare,  the  banner  of  his 
Cross  to  excite  our  repentance,  faith,  hope,  and  confidence, 
and  the  banner  of  his  Throne  to  secure  the  triumphs  of  his 
people.  Fly  to  this  Ensign,  thou  perishing  sinner,  secure 
of  pardon,  forgiveness,  protection,  and  victory  :  unite 
with  the  spirit  of  repentance,  the  spirit  of  faith,  and  enlist 
thyself  under  the  standard  of  the  Redeemer.  There  is  a 
virtue  in  this  Ensign  which  communicates  spiritual  life  and 
power  for  the  Christian  warfare,  like  that  erected  to  the 
faith  of  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness,  when  they  looked 
and  were  healed.  It  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
to  every  one  that  believeth.  (Rom.  i.  16,  17.)  Never 
was  there  a  more  beautiful  emblem  of  the  state  of  a  dying 
sinner,  and  the  power  of  a  quickening  Saviour,  feeling  the 
malady  of  sin  and  perishing  under  its  deadly  influence.  But 
looking  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  erected  upon  the  cross, 
relying  upon  him  as  God’s  appointment,  all-sufficient  for 
salvation,  the  promise  of  God  secures  the  gift  of  life 
eternal ;  and  as  this  is  God’s  only  way  of  salvation,  it  is 
only  by  the  use  of  these  in  faith  that  a  sinner  can  receive 
pardon  and  life:  and  while  running  the  race  set  before  him, 
it  is  only  by  looking  to  Jesus  that  he  can  continue  to  live 
or  to  triumph.  (Heb.  xii.  1,  2.)  Keep  near  to  him,  then, 
O  believer !  for  this  simple  dependance  of  faith  from  day 
to  day  is  the  only  means  of  receiving  out  of  his  fulness : 
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you  have  daily  need  of  the  same  grace  and  blessings,  and 
must  therefore  daily  renew  the  same  exercise  of  faith  upon 
him  for  their  supply.  The  penitent  believer  can  never 
obtain  peace  of  conscience,  increase  of  spiritual  life  and 
vigour,  strength  for  the  journey  or  the  warfare,  but  by 
living  under  this  Standard,  following  him,  and  fighting  the 
good  fight  of  faith  under  his  direction.  Are  we  enlisted 
under  his  banner  ?  How  can  this  be  if  we  are  following 
the  world  and  sin  ?  These  are  masters  in  opposition  to 
his  authority  and  kingdom.  How  are  we  disposed  towards 
him  in  the  exercises  of  repentance  and  faith  ;  the  one  of 
which  makes  him  precious,  the  other  of  which  receives 
him  into  the  heart?  He  is  exalted  in  the  Gospel,  and  in 
the  power  of  God,  and  must  be  in  our  heart;  and  if  ever 
we  enjoy  his  blessings,  a  true  sense  of  sin  will  lead  us  to 
him,  and  faith  will  direct  us  to  his  all-sufficiency,  while 
the  teaching  of  the  Spirit,  discovering  our  true  state,  will 
convince  us  that  nothing  can  do  us  any  good  besides. 
Have  we  returned  to  our  allegiance  under  the  standard  of 
the  cross  ?  are  we  set  out  under  it  on  our  Christian  pil¬ 
grimage  ?  or  have  we  devoted  ourselves  to  the  Christian 
warfare  ?  We  must  expect  many  trials,  many  enemies, 
many  battles ;  but  close  to  the  standard  is  the  place  of 
safety.  There,  by  daily  victory,  and  daily  blessings,  we 
learn  more  and  more  of  its  value.  The  loyal  soldier  is  at¬ 
tached  to  the  standard  under  which  he  has  fought  and 
conquered  :  he  respects  its  quarters,  and  had  sooner  part 
with  his  life  than  part  with  it ;  and  he  will  carry  it  in 
triumph  as  the  memorial  of  his  danger,  toils,  and  victory. 
So  let  the  Christian  soldier  value  the  standard  of  the  Cross; 
and  while  he  beholds  it  in  faith,  and  remembers  its  design 
and  its  triumph,  cheerfully  exclaim  with  the  Apostle,  “  God 
forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to  me,  and  I 
unto  the  world.”  He  who  triumphed  on  the  Cross  will  make 
his  people  triumph  through  it.  He  who  ascended  from 
thence  as  Conqueror  to  the  throne,  will  place  his  people 
around  his  throne :  they  follow  him  through  sorrows  and  con- 
vol.  hi.  s 
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flicts,  but  shall  follow  him  to  his  glory.  The  Christian  pil¬ 
grimage,  under  his  eye  and  care,  shall  terminate  in  the 
promised  Canaan,  the  inheritance  of  glory,  the  believer’s 
everlasting  haven.  The  fight  of  faith  under  his  protection 
and  power  shall  issue  in  eternal  victory,  and  the  song  of 
triumph,  when  all  his  ransomed  people,  brought  under  his 
guidance  to  the  throne  of  glory,  shall  ascribe  all  the  honour, 
the  glory,  the  praise,  of  our  salvation,  to  Him  who  sitteth 
upon  (he  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever. 
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Not  only  nature  but  art,  not  only  the  best  things,  but  those 
which  are  the  worst  in  their  application  among  men,  in 
some  of  their  excellent  properties,  will  aid  us  in  discover¬ 
ing  more  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Not  only 
the  rose  of  Sharon,  and  the  lily  of  the  valley,  but  even  the 
destroying  arrow,  and  the  wasting  sword,  will  lead  us  into 
higher  views  of  his  dignity  and  redeeming  power.  In  the 
place  where  this  comparison  occurs  (Isa.  xlix.  2),  the  Lord 
Jehovah  is  represented  under  the  idea  of  a  mighty  warrior 
going  forth  to  conquer,  to  subdue  his  enemies,  or  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  people  for  himself.  He  prepares  his  sword  and  his 
arrow;  polishes  and  fits  them  for  his  use  :  his  sword  is  suited 
to  the  day  of  slaughter  ;  one  of  his  arrows,  more  suitable  to 
his  design  than  the  rest,  he  lays  up,  not  to  hide,  but  to  pre¬ 
serve  it  for  the  time,  when  he  shall  need  to  use  it.  To  this 
sharp  sword  and  polished  shaft,  laid  up  among  his  treasures* 
the  almighty  Redeemer  is  compared,  as  the  mighty  agent 
and  instrument  of  God,  produced  by  his  power,  and  under 
his  protection,  to  execute  his  great  and  holy  purposes.  (See 
Lowtk  on  the  place).  He  is  as  suitable  to  effect  all  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  God’s  salvation,  as  the  sharp  sword,  or  the  polished 
arrow,  in  the  hand  of  the  warrior,  by  which  he  becomes 
renowned  for  victory.  Thus  God  is  glorified  in  and  by 
Christ  Jesus;  and  as  the  warrior  glories  in  his  weapons  of 
warfare,  so  Godis  represented  as  saying  to  Messiah,  “Thou 
art  my  servant,  O  Israel,”  (a  name  which,  in  its  original 
and  full  import,  can  only  belong  to  him  who  contended 
powerfully  with  God  in  behalf  of  mankind,  and  prevailed. 
Gen.  xxxii.  28,  Lowtli),  “  in  whom  I  will  be  glorified.” 
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(ver.  3.)  The  nature  of  that  glory  is  evident  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  verses,  which  describe  the  triumphs  of  the  Redeemer 
for  the  salvation  of  his  people,  (ver.  4,  &c.) 

The  leading  view,  therefore,  of  this  allusion,  is  the  suit¬ 
ableness  of  the  Lord  Christ  to  the  great  work  of  redeeming 
sinners,  and  fulfilling  the  will  of  the  Father  in  their  salvation. 
(John  vi.  38,  30) ;  his  ability  to  open  a  way  of  salvation 
honourable  to  the  Divine  perfections  ;  to  subdue  the  hearts 
of  his  people  into  the  obedience  of  faith  ;  and  to  destroy 
all  the  enemies  of  his  design  and  of  his  people ;  as  com¬ 
missioned  and  prepared  by  the  Father,  and  furnished  and 
suited  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  This  is  the  wonder  of  the 
Gospel ;  it  is  the  testimony  of  the  whole  word  of  revelation; 
viz.  the  personal  glory,  and  mediatorial  suitableness  of 
Christ  Jesus.  Every  allusion  is  designed  more  or  less  to 
lead  ns  to  this.  May  every  thing  in  our  hearts,  which  is 
contrary  to  the  glory  and  authority  of  God,  be  slain  by  the 
sword  of  his  mouth,  that  our  souls  may  not,  at  last,  be 
finally  and  eternally  destroyed  by  the  sword  of  his  indig¬ 
nation.  The  suitableness  of  the  Redeemer  to  accomplish 
the  will  of  God,  and  promote  his  highest  glory  in  the  re¬ 
demption  of  sinners,  opens  to  us  in  two  views — the  pro- 
curing  and  the  applying  of  its  benefits. 

To  accomplish  the  great  work  of  redemption,  he  is  fully 
qualified  by  the  wonderful  glories  of  his  person  as  God  and 
man,  Immanuel,  Gocl  with  us.  When  God,  in  his  infinite 
wisdom  and  almighty  power,  had  prepared  such  a  Person, 
which  the  highest  archangel  could  never  have  conceived, 
had  it  been  manifested  in  the  eternal  wisdom,  and  set  up 
from  everlasting  in  the  going  forth  of  the  Eternal  Giver, 
well  might  he  glory  in  him,  as  his  suitable  Agent  in  whom 
he  would  be  glorified,  to  complete  his  purposes  of  love  to¬ 
ward  his  people.  Tried  and  proved  by  all  the  methods 
which  Divine  Justice  could  pursue,  by  the  malice  and  power 
of  all  his  enemies,  and  the  hosts  of  hell,  his  all-sufficiency 
has  been  manifested  ;  his  triumphs  have  placed  him  on  the 
eternal  throne,  the  object  of  the  Father’s  dearest  and  ever¬ 
lasting  love  ;  the  unfailing  confidence  of  his  believing 
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people,  and  the  infinite  and  unexhausted  fountain  to  them 
of  heavenly  blessings. 

The  proper  and  necessary  work  of  the  Redeemer  was  to 
finish  transgression  and  make  an  end  of  sin,  and  that  by 
making  a  suitable  atonement  for  the  sins  of  his  people, 
and  a  suitable  recompence  for  the  dishonour  of  God  by 
sin  ;  to  lead  captivity  captive;  to  take  the  prey  from  the 
mighty,  and  deliver  the  lawful  captive  from  his  hand ; 
by  death  to  destroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  death, 
that  is,  the  devil,  according  to  his  covenant  engagement, 
recorded  in  the  language  of  prophecy,  “  O  death,  I 
will  be  thy  plague  ;  O  grave,  I  will  be  thy  destruction ;  ” 
to  pluck  his  people  from  the  ruin  of  the  fall ;  to  bring 
them  near  to  the  Father;  to  fit  them  for,  and  put  them 
in  possession  of,  the  inheritance  of  glory  ;  and  through 
every  time,  in  every  age,  and  in  all  places  of  the  earth, 
and  amidst  enemies  and  assaults  from  without  and  from 
within,  from  the  corruptions  of  nature,  the  effects  of  sin, 
and  the  powers  of  hell,  to  bring  them  to  eternal  salvation. 
None  but  an  Almighty  Saviour  could  perform  this;  none 
but  he  who  was  God,  and  yet  none  but  he  who  was  man. 
That  Jesus  was  man,  is  evident  by  his  outward  appearance; 
that  he  was  God,  is  as  evident  by  the  works  which  he 
wrought  in  confirmation  of  that  very  claim :  and,  as  his 
Divine  nature  is  the  only  sufficient  qualification  for  the 
work  he  was  to  perform,  this  is  always  a  prominent  feature 
in  the  language  of  prophecy,  when  describing  the  Re¬ 
deemer’s  person.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  Jehovah,  God  of 
Hosts,  himself,  by  the  Prophet  (Jer.  1.  33,  34),  concern¬ 
ing  the  Redeemer  of  Israel,  “  Their  Redeemer  is  strong*, 
the  Lord  Jehovah,  God  of  Hosts,  is  his  name:  he  shall 
thoroughly  plead  their  cause,  that  he  may  give  rest  to  the 
land,  and  disquiet  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon.”  The  New 
Testament  church  is  represented  as  welcoming  the  ap¬ 
proaching  Saviour  in  language  which  has  an  affinity  to  this, 
and  can  admit  of  no  doubt :  “In  that  day,”  in  the  day  of  the 
Messiah’s  victory  over  sin  and  death  and  misery,  “  it  shall 
be  said,  Lo,  this  is  our  God ;  we  have  waited  for  him, 
and  he  will  save  us:  this  is  Jehovah;  we  have  waited  for 
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him;  we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  his  salvation.”  (Is. 
xxv.  9 :  compare  Is.  xxvi.  1 — 4.) 

A  similar  language  is  used,  on  the  very  same  occasion,  as 
the  church’s  song  of  triumph,  when  the  Rod  should  come 
from  the  stem  of  Jesse,  and  the  Branch  grow  out  of  his 
roots,  &c.  ;  when  the  Root  of  Jesse  should  stand  for  an 
ensign  to  the  people,  to  whom  the  Gentiles  should  seek, 
&c. :  “Behold,  God  is  my  salvation  ;  I  will  trust,  and  not  be 
afraid;  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  strength  and  my  song; 
he  also  is  become  my  salvation.”  (Is.  xi.  12 :  compare 
Is.  xliv.  6,  24—26.)  This  can  be  none  other  than  He 
who,  when  ascending  in  triumph  from  the  conquest  of  his 
enemies,  proclaims  himself  as  He  that  speaketh  in  righte¬ 
ousness,  mighty  to  save ;  who  looked,  and  there  was  none 
to  help,  therefore  his  own  arm  brought  salvation,  (Is. 
Ixiii.  1 — 7)  ;  and  who  rests  his  claim  upon  the  confidence  of 
the  perishing  sinner  upon  this  only  ground,  “  Look  unto 
me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  for  I  am 
God,  and  there  is  none  else.”  (Is.  xlv.  22.)  But  here  is 
the  confirmation  of  scriptural  truth,  that  the  same  testi¬ 
mony  runs  throughout  the  whole;  that  men  in  different 
ages,  in  different  circumstances,  without  any  connection 
or  knowledge  of  each  other,  have  all  concurred,  under  the 
same  Divine  teaching,  to  proclaim  the  same  Divine  truth. 
Prophets  and  Apostles  unanimously  agree  in  attribut¬ 
ing  Divine  glory  to  God  our  Saviour ;  in  considering 
this  as  his  qualification  for  effecting  the  wonderful  works 
of  redemption,  for  fulfilling  the  office  of  the  Saviour, 
and  completing  every  purpose  of  Divine  grace,  in  the 
salvation  of  his  people.  “  In  him  is  all  the  fulness  of 
the  Godhead,”  says  the  Apostle  (Col.  ii.  9);  and  if  all 
the  fulness  be  in  him,  there  can  be  nothing  deficient  as  to 
those  things  which  constitute  the  attributes  of  Godhead. 

In  him  is  infinite  wisdom :  for  “  in  him  are  hid  all  the 
treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,”  (Col.  ii.  3.)  In 
him  is  almighty  power,  (Rev.  i.  8.)  “  For  all  things  were 
made  by  him,  and  without  him  was  not  any  thing  made 
which  was  made,”  (John  i.  3.)  “  By  him  were  all  things 

created,  whether  visible  or  invisible,  thrones,  or  dominions. 
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or  principalities,  or  powers;  all  things  were  created  by  him, 
and  for  him,”  (Col.  i.  16.)  With  him  is  everlasting  and 
infinite  love,  for  “  the  love  of  Christ  passeth  knowledge,” 
(Eph.  iii.  19.)  With  him  is  unchangeableness  and  eter¬ 
nity,  for  “  He  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever,” 
(Heb.  xiii.  8) ;  “  The  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Beginning 
and  the  End,  the  First  and  the  Last,”  (Rev.  i.  8 — 11.) 
Here  is  infinite  suitableness  for  an  infinite  work ;  no¬ 
thing  can  be  beyond  his  wisdom,  his  power,  his  love,  or  his 
eternity.  He  is  indeed  the  Mighty  One,  on  whom  our 
help  is  laid  ;  he  is  mighty  to  save ;  nor  can  any  purpose  of 
the  Eternal  Mind  be  beyond  his  power  to  effect,  who  is 
Jehovah,  the  Redeemer.  And  yet,  wonderful  grace ! 
we  behold  him  “  chosen  from  among  the  people,” 
one  from  amongst  ourselves  ;  and  in  his  human  nature 
also,  he  is  the  powerful  Sword  and  polished  Shaft  of 
Jehovah — that  is,  perfectly  prepared  for  the  work  of 
God’s  redemption.  The  Prophet  is  here  speaking  of 
him  as  the  servant  of  Jehovah;  and  as  such,  called  by 
him  from  the  womb,  and  formed  there  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  Jacob  again  to  him  :  to  restore  the  preserved  of 
Israel,  and  to  become  his  salvation  to  Gentile  sinners, 
even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  And  by  this  allusion,  he 
would  represent  the  high  qualification  by  which  he  is  ad¬ 
mirably  suited  and  adapted  to  accomplish  these  designs  of 
God.  For  these  purposes  it  was  as  necessary  that  he 
should  be  the  holy  child  Jesus,  as  the  eternal  Jehovah  ; 
the  child  born,  as  the  mighty  God ;  one  with  his  brethren, 
whom  he  was  to  redeem,  as  one  with  God,  to  whom  they 
were  to  be  redeemed.  It  was  as  necessary  that  he  should 
be  the  man  of  sorrows,  as  the  triumphant  Saviour ;  the 
dying  Jesus,  as  Jehovah  mighty  in  battle,  ascending  to 
claim  his  admission  to  the  throne  above,  to  be  installed  in 
our  nature  as  the  King  of  Glory.  It  was  necessary  that 
he  should  be  fitted  for  all  these  purposes ;  and  as  such,  in 
our  nature,  he  is  polished,  or  prepared,  by  the  pouring  out  of 
the  Spirit,  without  measure,  in  all  his  gifts  and  influences  ; 
that  he  might  enter  upon,  go  believingly  and  firmly  through, 
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and  triumph  over,  all  the  bitter  agony  and  sufferings  which 
the  work  of  redemption  required,  and  be  conqueror  in 
every  contest  against  the  powers  of  darkness.  In  the  fulness 
of  time,  therefore,  he  comes,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under 
the  law  ;  and,  because  the  children  were  partakers  of  flesh 
and  blood,  he  also  himself,  in  like  manner,  took  part  of  the 
same  ;  in  all  things  made  like  unto  his  brethren:  humble 
and  lowly  in  his  birth,  he  grows  up  as  a  tender  plant,  and 
as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground,  he  becomes  the  man  of  sor¬ 
rows  and  acquainted  with  grief.  By  the  immaculate  purity 
of  his  birth,  as  conceived  in  the  womb  of  a  virgin  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  is  prepared  to  be  the  Lamb 
of  God,  without  blemish  and  without  spot ;  who,  in  the  form 
of  sinful  men,  was  without  sin  ;  who  therefore  did  no  sin, 
neither  was  guile  found  in  his  lips  ;  who  was  the  absolutely 
Righteous  One,  and  thus  prepared  as  the  suitable  offering 
and  sacrifice  to  God,  for  a  sweet-smelling  savour.  By  the 
power  of  that  Spirit  which  rested  on  his  human  nature,  he 
was  armed  with  invincible  love,  fortitude,  patience,  and  re¬ 
solution  ;  by  which  he  was  rendered  able  to  overcome  in  his 
warlike  sufferings,  when  the  prince  of  this  world  came  and 
had  nothing  in  him  ;  when  the  hour  of  the  powers  of  dark¬ 
ness  united  with  the  malice  of  his  surrounding  enemies. 
He  conquered  first  in  the  wilderness,  and  he  triumphed  in 
every  future  attack :  the  suffering  and  the  agony  of  the 
garden,  could  not  shake  his  constancy  and  his  love.  In 
death  he  conquered  him  that  had  the  power  of  death  ;  he 
spoiled  principalities  and  powers,  and  made  a  show  of  them 
openly,  triumphing  over  them  on  the  cross.  In  our  nature, 
therefore,  he  ascended  victorious,  and  as  a  conqueror  who 
had  fixed  the  deadly  wound  in  the  heart  of  all  his  enemies, 
beholds  and  enjoys  the  fruits  of  conquest.  It  was  the  co¬ 
venant  promise,  that  when  he  should  make  his  soul  an  offer¬ 
ing  for  sin,  he  should  see  his  seed,  prolong  his  days,  and 
the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  should  prosper  in  his  hand  ;  that 
he  should  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  be  satisfied. 
(Is.  liii.  10,  11.)  In  fulfilment  of  this,  all  power  is  given 
to  him  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  to  take  the  prey,  to  divide 


SHARP  SWORD. 


265 

the  spoil,  to  redeem  his  people  from  the  hand  of  the 
enemy,  and  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  were  given  him. 

In  his  complex  Person,  therefore,  as  God  and  man  in 
one  Christ,  in  which  union  alone  he  stands  as  Mediator, 
how  glorious  is  his  character,  how  suitable,  how  all-suffh- 
cient,  does  he  appear  for  the  salvation  of  man  ! 

Thus,  his  propitiation  is  all-sufficient ;  his  righteousness 
everlasting ;  his  whole  work  of  suffering  and  obedience 
infinitely  meritorious ;  his  grace  all-sufficient ;  and,  ac¬ 
cepted  of  the  Father,  he  is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost 
all  who  come  unto  God  by  him.  Holy,  harmless,  unde¬ 
filed,  and  separate  from  sinners,  he  needs  no  sacrifice  for 
himself;  he  offers  himself,  without  spot,  to  God,  that  he 
might  put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself;  and  by 
his  one  offering,  he  hath  perfected  for  ever  them  which 
are  sanctified.  Therefore  we  have  boldness  to  enter  into 
the  holiest  by  the  blood  of  Christ ;  “  for  we  have  not 
an  High  Priest  who  cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling 
of  our  infirmities,  having  in  all  points  been  tempted  like 
as  we  are,  yet  without  sin.”  And  yet,  ever  living  in  the 
power  of  his  Divine  nature,  he  is  our  great  High  Priest 
in  the  heavens,  who  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for 
us,  that  we  may  come  boldly  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  to 
obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need.. 
Thus  is  his  church  secured  in  the  confident  expectation 
of  all  the  blessings  of  salvation,  by  the  glories  of  his 
Godhead,  and  the  compassion  of  his  humanity;  and  by 
his  mediatorial  ability  and  willingness,  through  the  union 
of  both,  to  fulfil  his  designs  of  love,  to  accomplish  his 
promises,  and  consummate  the  faith  of  his  people. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  fulfils  the 
purposes  of  his  Father  in  the  salvation  of  his  people, 
seems  to  be  alluded  to,  when  he  says,  “  Thou  hast  made 
my  mouth  a  sharp  sword ;”  for  it  is  by  the  word  of  the 
Gospel,  in  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  that  he  brings  down 
the  heart  of  sinners,  and  subdues  a  willing  people  to 
himself;  and  thus  discovers  the  all-sufficiency  of  his  effi¬ 
cacious  grace.  This  is  no  unusual  scriptural  idea,  in  re- 
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ference  to  the  power  of  the  word  of  God,  when  preached 
faithfully,  and  attended  by  his  Spirit’s  influence  for  rege¬ 
neration  ;  and  when  it  becomes  effectual  to  produce  re¬ 
pentance,  faith,  and  a  cordial  surrender  of  the  heart  to 
6od.  When  he  appears,  therefore,  to  his  Apostle  John, 
walking  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  golden  candlesticks  of 
his  church,  “  out  of  his  mouth  went  a  sharp  two-edged 
sword  and  this  is  frequently  referred  to  iu  the  course  of 
the  subsequent  prophecies,  as  the  instrument  by  which  he 
subdues  his  enemies.  (Rev.  i.  16.  Compare  ii.  12;  vi.  2; 
and  xix.  11 — 15.)  And  when  it  is  said,  Rev.  xix.  21,  that 
the  remnant  were  slain  with  the  sword  of  him  that  sat  upon 
the  horse,  which  sword  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth,  I 
apprehend  it  alludes  to  the  display  of  mercy,  and  not  of 
righteous  judgment,  in  subduing  his  people  to  himself 
by  the  powerful  word  of  his  grace.  (See  Heb.  iv.  12.) 
He  himself  is  styled  “  The  Word  of  God;  quick  and 
powerful,  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword  ;  piercing 
even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of  the 
joints  and  marrow;  and  is  a  discerner  of  the  thoughts  and 
intents  of  the  heart  (ver.  13) ;  neither  is  there  any  creature 
that  is  not  manifest  in  his  sight:  but  all  things  are  naked 
and  open  unto  the  eyes  of  Him  with  whom  we  have  to 
do  a  description  which  is  evidently  intended  to  repre* 
sent  the  glory  of  the  incarnate  Word,  Christ  Jesus  ;  with¬ 
out  which  the  use  of  the  personal  pronoun  would  be 
altogether  improper  (“  his  sight”) ;  and  to  encourage  the 
confidence  of  his  people  in  his  power  and  grace,  as  ver. 
14 — 16.  He  is  properly  the  Word  of  Jehovah,  as  “  He 
spake  and  the  heavens  were  created  ;”  and  by  the  word 
of  his  power  a  new  creation  is  effected  and  sustained. 
And  in  the  word  of  his  Gospel  he  goes  forth  conquering 
and  to  conquer,  and  makes  it  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation.  The  doctrine  of  his  person,  condescension,  and 
work ;  of  his  cross,  in  the  perfection  of  its  atonement  and 
obedience  ;  of  the  completeness  of  his  redemption,  and 
the  all-sufficient  and  infinite  fulness  of  blessings  now  trea¬ 
sured  up  in  him,  become  (because  he  has  determined  it  shall 
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be)  the  most  effectual,  yea,  the  only  means  of  humbling 
the  heart  of  the  sinner,  of  his  conversion,  sanctification, 
and  salvation.  It  is  the  means  which  God  employs,  and 
which  (as  he  has  determined  to  bless  it),  by  his  wisdom 
and  Spirit,  becomes  effectual,  and  prospers  in  the  things 
for  which  he  sends  it.  If  we  consider  the  word  of  God 
in  this  view,  it  may,  with  peculiar  propriety,  be  called  the 
word  of  his  mouth  ;  as  it  is  every  where  a  testimony  for 
Jesus,  and  a  testimony  from  him ;  and  that  testimony 
which  it  gives,  concerning  his  undertaking  and  work  of 
redemption,  is  calculated,  more  than  any  thing  beside, 
to  discover  the  guilt  and  evil  of  sin,  the  awful  curse  to 
which  it  has  subjected  the  souls  of  men,  the  inflexible 
determination  of  God  to  punish  sin,  and  the  dreadful 
certainty  of  an  impenitent  sinner’s  eternal  condemnation 
under  it.  It  is  therefore  most  fitted  for  the  purpose  of 
conviction,  regeneration,  and  turning  of  the  heart  to  God; 
while  the  views  of  sovereign  grace  and  boundless  love, 
which  it  presents,  are  equally  suited  to  engage  the  faith 
of  the  penitent,  and  the  love  and  obedience  of  the  believer. 
When  urged  upon  the  conscience  by  the  power  of  the 
Spirit,  it  is  indeed  like  a  two-edged  sword,  dividing 
asunder  the  soul  and  spirit,  &c.;  like  a  polished  arrow, 
that  strikes  deep  into  the  heart ;  and  when  received  in 
faith,  it  produces  all  the  glorious  effects  for  which  it  is 
designed.  “  The  word  of  God  worketh  effectually  in  you 
that  believe.”  (1  Thess.  ii.  13.)  “  He  hath  called  you  to 

salvation” — to  which  “  he  hath  chosen  you,  through  sanc¬ 
tification  of  the  Spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth  ”  (says  the 
Apostle  again) — “  through  our  Gospel.”  (2Thess.  ii.  13, 14.) 
The  more  the  believing  views  of  Christ  are  admitted  into  the 
mind,  the  more  humble- and  the  more  penitent  it  becomes, 
and  the  more  is  the  heart  subdued  into  willing  obedience. 
This,  the  believer  can  testify,  bath  brought  down  his 
heart  in  godly  sorrow,  effected  a  cordial  surrender  of  all 
his  powers  of  body  and  soul;  and,  when  all  the  terrors  of 
the  Lord,  or  the  fears  of  wrath,  have  only  hardened  the 
conscience,  having  won  the  affections  of  the  soul  for  God, 
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lias  brought  the  wavering  mind  to  a  point,  and  fixed  the 
determination  of  the  heart  for  ever  to  be  the  Lord’s. 

The  design  of  a  sword  is  to  slay,  and  of  an  arrow  to; 
wound ;  and  there  are  many  views  in  which  the  knowledge 
of  Christ  and  the  power  of  the  Gospel  are  suited  ta 
wound  and  slay  all  that  is  contrary  to  Christ ;  to  destroy 
the  life  which  we  have  received  from  Adam,  in  order  to 
the  bestowing  of  a  new  and  spiritual  life.  This  is  a 
matter  of  daily  experience  in  the  heart  of  the  believer, 
which  is  sometimes  represented  under  the  idea  of  being 
crucified  with  Christ,  dying  with  Christ,  and  being  actually 
dead  ;  which  are  only  different  views  of  that  same  work  of 
mortification,  whereby  the  old  man,  the  child  of  Adam, 
the  life  derived  from  Adam,  in  all  its  parts  and  members, 
is  daily  brought  under  and  slain,  that  the  new  man  may 
revive  and  grow  to  its  perfection  in  Christ  Jesus. 

His  word,  like  a  sharp  sword,  and  the  exhibition  of  his 
person,  grace,  and  redemption  in  the  Gospel,  like  a  po¬ 
lished  shaft,  give  the  death-wound  to  all  those  legal  hopes 
which  are  the  very  life  of  the  old  man.  The  doctrine  of 
Christ,  properly  understood,  and  brought  home  to  the 
conscience,  will  most  effectually  teach  us,  that  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  soul  is  precious,  but  ceaseth  for  ever  from  man; 
that  it  is  a  work  never  to  be  performed,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
by  any  guilty  creature  ;  that,  as  sinners,  we  are  perishing 
and  helpless,  and  must  be  altogether  receivers  of  sovereign 
grace.  The  knowledge  of  that  sacrifice  which  he  has 
offered  for  sin,  makes  the  clearest  discovery  to  the  heart 
of  what  sin  is,  in  its  guilt  and  condemnation ;  and  that 
my  justification  before  God,  though  in  a  way  honourable 
to  the  law,  is  not  according  to  my  obedience  to  the  law ; 
but  that  in  this  respect  the  righteousness  of  God  is  without 
the  law,  though  witnessed  by  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  ; 
that  it  is  a  righteousness  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  unto  all 
and  upon  all  them  that  believe  (Rom.  iii.  20,  21) ;  that 
Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every 
one  that  believeth ;  aud  therefore  he  alone  is  “  made  of 
God  unto  us  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification,  and  re- 
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■demption.”  (L  Cor.  i.  30.)  This  doctrine  of  Christ,  the 
very  truth  and  glory  of  the  word  of  his  Gospel,  as  applied 
by  the  Spirit,  not  only  convinces  the  sinner  of  his  own  ina¬ 
bility,  and  destroys  all  idea  of  self-righteousness  and  self- 
dependence,  but  directly  brings  the  conscience  and  the 
heart  to  an  acquiescence  in  the  plan  of  sovereign  grace, 
and  makes  the  believer  willing  to  submit  to  that  righteous¬ 
ness  which  is  by  faith.  He  becomes  crucified  with  Christ, 
yet  lives,  yet  only  by  Christ  living  in  him ;  and  the  life 
which  he  lives  in  the  tlesh,  he  lives  by  the  faith  of  the  Son 
of  God,  who  loved  him  and  gave  himself  for  him.  (Gal. 
ii.  20.  See  also  Rom.  vii.  4 — 6.) 

In  the  same  manner  his  word  and  Spirit  give  the  death- 
wound  to  the  old  man  of  sin,  the  body  of  sin  and  death, 
the  corrnpt  and  fallen  nature  received  from  the  man  Adam ; 
that  the  believer  may  be  partaker  of  a  new  and  spiritual 
life,  as  from  and  in  the  second  Adam  ;  thus  bringing  down 
the  power  of  corruption,  and  forming  a  willing  people  to 
the  Lord.  It  is  Christ  brought  into  the  heart,  as  every 
believer  knows,  in  the  sweet  experience  of  his  love,  his 
pardoning  grace,  his  justifying  righteousness,  and  his  com¬ 
plete  redemption,  which  must  effectually  subdue  the  love 
and  power  of  sin  ;  and  the  believing  view  of  this,  or  the 
faith  of  Christ,  is  the  surest  weapon  to  crucify  and  mortify 
it  from  day  to  day.  The  believer  is  a  new  creature,  as  in 
Christ  Jesus ;  and  they  that  are  Christ’s  have  crucified  the 
flesh,  with  the  affections  and  lusts.  It  is  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God,  and  this  especially  as  it 
is  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  which  the  believer  must  use  for 
victory  over  all  his  enemies,  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the 
devil.  It  is  faith  in  this,  as  exhibiting  that  glorious  Object 
of  faith  and  love,  which  is  the  grand  weapon  of  our  war¬ 
fare  in  overcoming  the  world,  and  securing  the  Christian 
triumph  over  sin,  and  death,  and  hell.  Hence  we  see  the 
reason  why,  when  every  other  method  fails,  when  all  the 
reasoning  of  philosophy  or  the  charms  of  eloquence  have 
exhausted  their  power  in  vain,  the  plain  preaching  of  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Christ  does  bring  down  and  humble  the 
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spirit  of  man  into  repentance  and  self-abasement ;  does 
change  the  heart,  turn  it  back  to  God,  subdue  the  love 
of  sin  and  of  the  woi’ld,  and  become  the  wisdom  and 
the  power  of  God  to  the  salvation  of  sinners.  When, 
therefore,  this  is  God’s  appointed  means  of  effecting 
these  purposes,  it  is  the  greatest  absurdity  which  the 
pride  of  man  can  invent,  to  think  of  effecting  the  con¬ 
viction  or  conversion  of  sinners,  or  producing  any  effec¬ 
tual  moral  change  in  the  state  of  an  ungodly  world,  by 
preaching  any  thing  but  Christ  Jesus  and  him  crucified. 
Preach  what  we  will  of  the  obligations  of  morality  and 
virtue,  it  will  leave  men  still  under  sin,  and  far  from  the 
love  of  the  one  or  the  practice  of  the  other;  while  the 
doctrine  of  Christ,  as  God’s  means,  will  have  his  bless¬ 
ing,  and  will  wound  and  heal  the  heart ;  and  though 
the  Gospel  itself  may  be  esteemed  too  simple,  when  men 
are  too  wise  in  their  own  conceit,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  simple  declaration  of  the  simple  truth  concerning 
Christ,  in  his  person,  cross,  resurrection,  and  victory, 
will  produce  an  effect  which  none  of  the  fine-spun  theo¬ 
ries  or  rational  systems,  which  the  wisdom  of  man  has 
invented,  can  ever  produce.  This  is  so  plain  a  fact, 
that  it  appears  wonderful  that  men,  as  rational  observers 
only  of  what  is  daily  passing  before  their  eyes,  do  not 
discern  and  acknowledge  it.  Indeed,  it  often  is  dis¬ 
cerned  when  pride  and  prejudice  prevent  the  confession. 
Unable  to  account  for  or  to  understand  the  moral  changes 
which  take  place  by  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  the  men 
of  wisdom  suspect  its  truth,  and  satisfy  themselves  that 
there  must  be  some  other  cause  than  that  which  so  evi¬ 
dently  appears,  and  thus  continue  to  despise  the  simpli¬ 
city  of  the  Gospel.  As  Christ,  therefore,  in  his  appear¬ 
ance  in  human  nature,  was  set  for  the  rise  and  fall  of  many 
in  Israel,  and  that  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts  might  be 
revealed;  so  the  entrance  of  the  Gospel  truth  does  now 
most  especially  reveal  the  character  of  man,  discover  the 
pride  and  apostacy  of  the  human  heart,  its  enmity  against 
God,  and  the  dreadful  corruption  of  the  fallen  nature. 
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While  the  pride  of  man  opposes  God’s  revealed  method 
of  salvation  by  sovereign  grace,  and  the  clearest  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  its  power  only  hardens  the  sinner  more  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  its  truth  and  holiness  ;  while  sinners  are  by  it 
subdued  to  the  obedience  of  righteousness,  made  willing 
in  the  day  of  his  power,  and,  returning  from  their  apostacy 
and  rebellion,  give  themselves  up  to  him  as  their  Lord  and 
King,  conquered  by  his  love  or  by  his  power ;  still  the 
glory  of  the  Gospel  is  denied,  the  preaching  of  the  Cross 
of  Christ  is  despised,  and  the  doctrine  of  grace  reviled 
and  profaned,  as  producing  a  directly  opposite  effect  to 
what  they  are  seen  actually  to  produce  in  the  heart  and 
life  of  those  who  receive  them  in  the  love  of  them.  It  is 
true,  a  mere  profession  of  this  doctrine  may  be  vain  and 
fruitless,  but  not  the  knowledge  of  the  grace  of  God  in 
truth.  The  principles  and  holy  walk  of  such  who  “  have 
received  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they  may  be  saved,” 
will  ever  stand  as  a  living  confutation  of  such  prejudiced 
objectors;  and  let  it  ever  excite  professors  to  the  inquiry  of 
their  state,  knowing,  that,  if  the  power  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  has  been  exerted,  and  it  has  answered  its  design 
and  saving  effect  upon  their  heart,  it  has  wounded  all  legal 
hopes  and  self-righteous  dependance  on  the  one  hand,  and 
has  broken  the  power  of  lust  and  corruption  on  the  other; 
has  conquered  the  pride  of  the  heart  to  submit  to  the  righ¬ 
teousness  which  is  by  faith,  and  subdued  the  corruption  of 
the  heart,  and  reduced  it  into  the  willing  obedience  of 
righteousness  and  true  holiness. 

This  is  the  bright  Sword  and  polished  Shaft  which  the 
Lord  Jehovah  has  hid  for  himself,  not  to  be  concealed,  but 
to  be  preserved  as  the  choicest  weapon,  prepared  for  the 
time  of  his  purposed  redemption,  and  altogether  suited  to 
accomplish  his  designs  of  redeeming  power  and  love. 

He  treasured  it  up  in  his  eternal  purjmses,  when  the 
Redeemer  was  set  apart  and  appointed  for  the  under¬ 
taking.  Therefore  the  Apostle  tells  us,  that  the  mystery 
of  redemption  was  hid  in  God,  who  created  all  things  by 
Christ  Jesus,  all  those  displays  of  the  manifold  wisdom  of 
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God  which  rose  out  of  the  various  steps  of  its  fulfilment,  mrc! 
according  to  the  eternal  purpose  which  he  purposed  in 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  (Ephes.  iii.  9 — 11.)  The  same 
was  afterwards  hidden  in  the  prophecies  and  promises. 
There,  the  knowledge  of  his  person,  character,  work,  and 
salvation  were  laid  up,  hidden  from  the  world  and  the  de¬ 
structive  perversions  of  worldly  wisdom,  but  preserved  for 
the  church.  So  also  in  all  the  ceremonies  and  sacrifices 
of  the  Levitical  dispensation,  the  same  Divine  order  and 
method  was  observed,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Redeemer 
preserved,  till  the  full  exertion  of  his  saving  power  under 
the  Gospel,  or  until  the  fulness  of  time  was  come,  and 
the  light  of  his  Divine  truth  shone,  in  the  glory  of  his 
person  and  the  doctrine  of  his  Gospel,  upon  the  Gentile 
world  around,  which  in  other  ages  was  not  made  known 
unto  the  sons  of  men  as  it  is  now  revealed  unto  his  holy 
apostles  and  prophets  by  the  Spirit.  (Ephes.  iii.  5.)  In 
all  the  disjjenscitions  of  the  providence  of  God,  no  doubt 
a  respect  was  had  also  to  the  future  revelation  of  Messiah 
to  preserve  the  chosen  seed,  to  prepare  his  way,  and  to 
secure  his  coming.  In  every  step  a  reference  was  had  to 
him,  and  provision  made  for  the  display  of  his  glory  in 
the  brightest  manner  under  the  Gospel.  In  all  these  views 
he  was  hidden  tor  preservation,  till  he  was  fully  revealed 
as  God’s  appointed  Saviour,  the  polished  Shaft,  fully  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  great  work  of  redemption,  to  destroy  the 
enemies  of  his  church,  and  to  bring  his  people  to  himself. 
He  was  indeed,  to  the  carnal  Jews,  hidden  under  their  forms 
and  shadows ;  and  so  still  he  is  to  the  unbelieving  heart 
through  the  power  of  pride  and  unbelief,  or  of  lust  and 
sensuality;  and, ..though  an  infinite  treasure  set  before  a 
miserable  world,  is,  to  the  proud  Pharisee  or  the  corrupted 
sensualist,  still  as  a  treasure  hid.  No  beauty  is  seen  in 
him  why  he  should  be  desired  ;  and  his  Gospel  doctrine, 
like  himself,  is  despised  as  undeserving  of  attention,  and  is 
therefore  without  any  gracious  effect.  Rut,  above  all,  he 
ever  has  been,  and  is,  and  eternally  will  be,  hidden  from 
the  power  and  malice  of  all  his  enemies.  So  he  was  pecu- 
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liarly  by  the  providence  of  God,  while  he  sojourned  in 
human  nature  on  earth,  till  he  had  triumphed  on  the  cross, 
and  ascended  victorious  to  the  throne  ;  there  he  is  “  hidden 
in  God,"  in  the  eternal  world  of  glory,  from  all  the  de¬ 
signs  of  earth  and  hell,  and  endued  with  all  power  in  heaven 
and  in  earth,  to  glorify  God  in  the  salvation  of  his  people. 
Thus  gloriously  suited  is  the  Redeemer  Jesus  in  the  de¬ 
signs  of  God,  in  his  own  nature  and  person,  in  the  quali¬ 
fications  with  which  he  is  endued  by  the  immeasurable  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Spirit  poured  upon  him,  to  fulfil  the  eternal 
purposes  of  Jehovah  ;  thus  preserved  for  it,  and  thus  effec¬ 
tually  hath  he  accomplished  it,  in  the  work  of  redemption, 
and  will  accomplish  it  in  the  salvation  of  all  the  elect 
people  of  God. 

Rut  he  is  a  two-edged  Sword,  to  save  his  people  and 
destroy  their  enemies;  to  slay  the  old  man  of  sin  in  the 
heart  of  his  people,  and  protect  the  new  man,  the  spiritual 
life  and  new  creation,  which  his  own  hands  have  formed. 
If  we  have  no  life  but  that  from  Adam,  that  life  is  under 
condemnation,  and  must  be  destroyed  :  it  is  forfeited,  and 
must  either  now  be  willingly  surrendered,  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  grace,  and  slain  by  the  sword  of  his  word  and 
Spirit,  or  hereafter  it  must  be  slain  in  judgment,  and  body 
and  soul  sink  with  it  into  eternal  destruction.  He  is  hidden 
indeed  now  in  this  respect,  in  the  delay  of  his  righteous 
judgment;  but  he  will  come,  and  then  it  will  be  an  awful 
thing  to  meet  him  with  the  sword  of  his  indignation.  Well 
may  it  be  for  us,  if  our  hearts  are  now  brought  down  by 
the  influences  of  his  grace  ;  if  all  our  legal  hopes  are  slain, 
and  all  self-righteous  dependences  are  compelled  to  fall 
by  the  power  of  his  truth,  though  the  conscience  be  thus 
wounded  with  the  conviction  of  sin,  and  the  heart  broken 
into  contrition,  till  not  a  hope  arising  from  the  power  and 
ability  of  a  fallen  nature  remains.  If  these  views  lead 
us  to  Christ,  it  will  be  well.  His  word,  and  power,  and 
Spirit,  destroy  the  life  of  the  old  man  in  the  hearts  of  his 
people,  the  offspring  of  Adam,  only  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  gift  of  another  life,  of  spiritual  life,  of  life  eternal, 
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a  life  suited  to  the  enjoyment  and  presence  of  God  for  ever ; 
but  their  enemy  shall  be  finally  and  totally  destroyed, without 
remedy  and  beyond  recovery.  In  the  bright  Sword  and  the 
polished  Shaft,  let  us  then  behold  another  display  of  the  glory, 
power,  and  suitableness  of  our  Redeemer:  He  is  glorious 
as  such  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  ought  to  be  in  our  eyes 
the  most  precious,  the  infinite  and  all-sufficient  Saviour, 
the  worthiest  object  of  love,  delight,  and  confidence.  This 
is  the  glory  and  honour  which  the  eternal  Jehovah  has  de¬ 
termined  always  to  put  upon  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  for 
which  he  reserves  him  till  the  full  revelation  on  earth,  and  for 
which  he  is  still  reserved  till  his  fuller  revelation  in  glory. 
Let  our  understandings,  our  hearts,  and  our  affections  cor¬ 
respond  with  the  testimony  of  him  in  his  word,  that  tes¬ 
timony  of  the  Spirit  which  glorifies  Christ  in  all ;  the  most 
suitable,  the  only  suitable,  the  infinitely  suitable  Redeemer 
of  his  people  !  We  will  say,  in  the  language  of  the 
Psalmist,  “  O  thou  fairer  than  the  children  of  men  !  gird 
thy  sword  upon  thy  thigh,  O  most  mighty,  with  thy  glory 
and  thy  majesty ;  and  in  thy  majesty  ride  prosperously, 
because  of  truth,  and  meekness,  and  righteousness,  and 
thy  right  hand  shall  teach  thee  terrible  things.  Thine 
arrows  are  sharp  in  the  heart  of  the  King’s  enemies, 
whereby  the  people  fall  under  thee.  Thy  throne,  O  God  ! 
is  for  ever  and  ever ;  the  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right 
sceptre.”  Amen  and  Amen. 


275 


ESSAY  VL 

mid*. 

When  God  called  Abraham  out  of  his  country,  and  from 
his  kindred,  and  from  his  father’s  house  ;  to  go  into  a  land 
that  he  should  shew  him,  not  knowing  whither  he  went ; 
he  led  him  about  from  place  to  place,  in  the  midst  of  ene¬ 
mies  and  dangers,  and  called  him  to  the  highest  exercises, 
and  the  sharpest  trials  of  his  faith  :  but  he  gave  him  some 
most  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises,  on  which 
that  faith  might  rest  itself;  and  amongst  these  he  said  unto 
him,  “  Fear  not,  Abram  ;  i  am  thy  Shield.”  (Gen.  xv.  1.) 
Cut  of  this  we  may  say,  as  of  the  other  promises  of  God 
to  Abraham,  “This  was  written,  not  for  his  sake  alone,  but 
for  us  also,”  the  children  of  his  faith,  and  the  children  of 
his  promise.  Their  God  and  Saviour  bears  the  same  cha¬ 
racters,  brings  them  into  the  same  relations,  gives  them  the 
same  encouragement,  and  commands  the  same  reliance. 
He  is  leading  them  out  from  the  land  of  their  nativity, 
through  the  land  wherein  they  must  consider  themselves  as 
strangers  and  as  pilgrims:  they  are  surrounded  with  ene¬ 
mies,  and  expect  many  dangers  :  they  are  on  the  Lord’s 
side,  his  witnesses  before  an  ungodly  world  :  they  are  ex¬ 
posed  to  many  trials  of  faith ;  but  he  says  unto  them,  “  Fear 
not,  I  am  thy  shield .” 

Now  the  God  become  our  salvation  (Isa.  xii.  2 ; 
xxv.  9.)  is  the  God-man,  Immanuel.  Faith  is  called  the 
Christian  shield,  as  it  takes  hold  of  him  ;  but  He  truly  is 
the  Shield  of  his  people  :  he  is  a  Shield  to  them,  a  Shield 
round  about  them,  their  sure  protection  through  this  world 
of  dangers,  till  he  becomes  their  exceeding  great  reward 
in  the  world  of  glory. 
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This  was  a  character  which  often  delighted  the  mind  of 
the  pious  Psalmist:  his  life  of  warfare  led  him  naturally  to 
such  images  as  these  ;  and  under  this  allusion,  he  frequently 
contemplated  the  character  of  his  God  and  Saviour,  and  his 
own  security  under  his  oppression  and  his  danger.  The 
spiritual  warfare  will  make  the  Lord  Jesus  equally  pre¬ 
cious  to  the  Christian  under  this  character,  and  lead  him  to 
the  supplication  of  faith;  “Lord,  give  me  the  shield  of 
thy  salvation.” 

A  shield  is  a  piece  of  armour.  Armour  is  for  a  soldier  : 
no  one  stands  in  need  of  it,  unless  he  has  enemies  and  dan¬ 
gers  to  contend  with.  But  such  is  our  present  state;  it  is  a 
state  of  warfare:  we  are  called  to  fight,  to  fight  the  good  fight 
of  faith  :  nor  is  it  said  in  vain,  ‘  *  My  son,  if  thou  wilt  fear  the 
Lord,  prepare  thine  heart  for  temptation.”  We  must  endure 
hardships,  as  good  soldiers  of  JesusChrist.  The  warfare  is 
described,  the  enemies  are  numbered,  in  the  word  of  God: 
and  who  can  hear  of  them  without  trembling  ?  Who  can 
overcome  except  by  the  whole  armour  of  God?  “We 
wrestle  not  against  flesh  and  blood ;”  i .  e.  doubtless,  not 
against  these  alone;  “but  against  principalities,  and  powers, 
against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against 
spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places.”  Who  can  wonder, 
then,  at  the  scene  the  believer  is  sometimes  called  to  pass 
through?  the  fiery  trial,  the  violent  suggestion  of  evils,  the 
flaming  arrow  of  evil  and  blasphemous  thoughts!  the  im¬ 
petuous  and  overwhelming  torrents  of  abominable  lust  and 
corruption,  when  the  enemy  comes  in  like  a  flood.  The 
world  spreads  its  allurements,  the  flesh  catches  the  pol¬ 
luting  infection  ;  the  devil  and  the  powers  of  darkness 
incite  the  latent,  and  till  then  undiscovered,  corruption  of 
an  evil  heart.  These  are  all  levelled  against  the  Lord  our 
Redeemer ;  against  his  cause,  against  his  people,  against 
our  own  souls.  This  is  a  hard  warfare,  for  we  have  our¬ 
selves  to  contend  with;  it  is  a  continual  warfare,  for  our 
enemies  are  unseen,  watchful  and  unwearied,  and  go  about 
as  a  roaring  lion,  seeking  whom  they  may  devour.  It  is  a 
dangerous,  but  important,  warfare,  for  it  is  for  the  salva- 
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tion  of  our  immortal  souls :  sin  must  be  overcome  in  its 
love  and  power ;  our  enemies  must  be  overcome,  or  we 
ourselves  shall  be  destroyed.  But  how  can  we  overcome 
these  enemies  that  are  greater  and  mightier  than  we  •  Only 
by  the  whole  armour  of  God ;  by  putting  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  He  is  our  strength  and  our  defence,  the  Shield 
of  our  salvation. 

The  ignorance  of  the  believer,  in  the  first  fervour  of  his 
love,  makes  him  estimate  his  enemies  too  low  ;  and  the 
liveliness  of  his  zeal  makes  him  estimate  his  own  power  too 
high.  But  he  soon  learns,  not  onlj  from  Scripture  testi¬ 
mony,  but  from  his  own  experience,  the  dangers  of  his 
way,  the  weakness  of  his  arm,  the  instability  of  his  courage, 
and  the  power  and  malice  of  his  enemies.  These  lessons 
he  is  learning  more  and  more  to  the  very  end  of  his  war¬ 
fare  :  his  first  zeal  made  him  too  confident;  his  future  ex¬ 
perience  may  lead  him  to  be  too  much  discouraged,  which 
ought  only  to  lead  him  to  a  more  simple  confidence  on  that 
Arm  which  will  never  fail  him,  and  which  perfects  its  own 
strength  in  our  weakness;  and  if  sincerely  engaged  in  his 
cause,  amidst  all  the  conflicts  and  dangers  of  the  warfare, 
lie  says,  “  Fear  not;  /  am  thy  Shield  ” 

The  ancient  shield  was  formed  of  wood,  covered  with 
leather,  with  plates  of  brass,  and  sometimes  of  gold, 
and  was  so  constructed  as  to  be  slung  upon  the  left  arm, 
by  which  it  was  moved  over  the  body,  and  all  the  other 
pieces  of  armour,  so  as  to  defend  every  part,  but  espe¬ 
cially  the  vitals;  but  the  Egyptians  had  some  which 
were  formed  to  cover  the  whole  body.  It  was  particularly 
suited  for  defence  against  the  offensive  armour  which  was 
then  used,  such  as  the  bow,  the  spear,  or  the  sword,  but 
would  be  of  little  use  in  the  present  mode  of  warfare.  As 
it  was  the  covering  of  all  the  other  armour,  it  is  peculiarly 
apposite  to  represent  the  power  and  protection  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  He,  in  the  glories  of  his  character,  in  his 
covenant  offices,  in  his  love,  and  in  his  grace,  used  by  the 
hand  of  faith,  is  the  believer’s  security  and  defence,  the 
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protection  of  his  spiritual  life,  and  his  cover  from  all  the 
attacks  of  the  enemies  of  his  soul. 

The  propriety  of  the  allusion,  and  the  glories  of  the 
Redeemer,  will  appear  by  considering  a  little  the  pro¬ 
perties  of  this  Shield,  or  how  the  Lord  Jehovah  becomes 
the  Shield  of  our  salvation;  or,  in  other  words,  what  it  is 
which  faith  takes  hold  of  in  Christ,  as  its  Shield  of  de¬ 
fence  in  the  day  of  trial. 

The  eternal  Jehovah,  in  the  absolute  perfections  of  his 
Godhead,  can  never  be  an  object  of  love  or  confidence  to 
any  sinner.  It  is  his  manifestation  of  himself  in  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  redemption,  and  in  the  covenant  relation  therein 
assumed,  which  brings  him  down  to  the  view  and  the  re¬ 
liance  of  faith  :  for  thus  only  he  appears  as  the  “  just  God 
and  the  Saviour.”  The  first  thing,  therefore,  which  can 
afford  any  ground  of  confidence  to  a  sinful  creature  must 
be,  the  consideration  of  the  covenant  purpose  of  his  eternal 
love,  in  which  he  has  devised  the  means,  and  engaged  his 
perfection  to  do  good  to  sinners,  who  return  to  him  in  his 
own  way,  through  the  appointed  Redeemer,  and  believe 
on  him  for  life  and  salvation.  Hence  it  is  the  Second 
Person  of  the  adorable  Trinity,  becoming  the  Mediator, 
and  bearing  the  character  of  1  mmanuel,  which  is  generally 
alluded  to  as  bearing  all  the  offices  of  redemption,  and 
through  him  alone  God  manifested  himself  to  his  sinful 
creatures,  and  executes  all  the  purposes  of  his  love.  This 
will  justify  us  in  the  application  of  this  character  to  him 
alone.  And  it  is  the  returning  and  the  believing  sinner  who 
alone  receives  him  in  these  characters  and  offices  for  his 
salvation.  That  his  people  should  thus  return  and  believe, 
he  has  provided  for  them  in  the  counsel  of  his  eternal  love; 
the  grace  to  effect  it  is  treasured  up  in  himself ;  and  it  is 
by  this  effect  of  his  grace  drawing  them  to  himself  that  they 
are  here  distinguished.  As,  therefore,  they  are  “  chosen  to 
salvation  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and  belief  of 
the  truth,”  He  has  determined  that  all  their  trials  and 
troubles,  temptations  and  enemies,  shall  only  forward  their 
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progress,  and  promote,  by  his  overruling  power,  his  grand 
design  of  love.  Though  he  leads  them,  as  Israel  of 
old,  through  a  great  and  terrible  wilderness  of  trial  and 
temptation,  wherein  are  fiery  serpents,  and  scorpions, 
and  drought,  where  there  is  no  water ;  it  is  for  the  same 
reason,  that  he  may  humble  them  and  prove  them,  to  do 
them  good  in  their  latter  end.  (See  Deut.  viii.  2 — 5, 
15,  16.)  If  he  chastens  them,  it  is  as  a  father  his  son 
(ver.  5) :  hence  it  comes  to  pass,  that  all  his  dispensations, 
and  all  their  trials,  do  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  him,  and  are  the  called  according  to  his  purpose  ; 
and  their  light  afflictions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  do 
work  out  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 
What,  in  the  sovereignty  of  his  love,  he  has  determined, 
by  his  providence  and  grace,  he  effects ;  and  thus  becomes 
their  Shield  and  Protector  from  every  enemy.  And  as  all 
his  dispensations  are  thus  intended,  so  all  his  gifts  to  his 
church  are  wisely  disposed  to  promote  the  same  design. 
“  He  hath  given  some  apostles,  some  prophets,  some 
evangelists,  and  some  pastors  and  teachers;  for  the  per¬ 
fecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the 
edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ :  till  we  all  come  in  the 
unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God, 
unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the 
fulness  of  Christ.”  (Eph.  iv.  11 — 13.) 

When,  therefore,  these  are  the  purposes  of  his  heart, 
who  can,  who  shall,  disappoint  them  ?  What  can  prevent 
the  accomplishment  of  his  design  ?  The  depravity  of  the 
human  heart,  together  with  the  many  spiritual  enemies  of 
the  church,  would  no  doubt  prevent  it,  in  all  the  subjects 
of  his  grace,  if  that  grace  had  not  engaged  to  triumph  over 
and  subdue  them.  But  that  love  which  chose  them  when 
sinners,  would  not  withdraw  itself  because  it  finds  them  to 
be  sinners ;  nor  will  that  grace  which  has  subdued  the  love 
of  sin,  forsake  the  believer  through  those  conflicts  which 
arise  from  the  unallowed  remains  of  it  in  the  heart.  “No 
weapon  that  is  formed  against  thee  shall  prosper ;  and 
every  tongue  that  arises  up  in  judgment  against  thee,  thou 
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slialt  condemn.  This  is  the  heritage  of  the  servants  of  the 
Lord  ;  and  their  righteousness  is  of  me,  saith  the  Lord.  ” 
(See  Isa.  liv.  7,  to  x.  15 — 17.)  It  is,  therefore,  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  believer  that  his  Shield  is  tempered  with 
almighty  power,  as  Jesus,  the  Shield  of  his  help,  is 
Jehovah  :  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  is  in  him.  It  is 
the  Omnipotent  Jehovah,  therefore,  in  whom  he  trusts, 
when  he  rests  on  his  Saviour;  and  who  can  resist  his  arm, 
whether  he  determines  to  save  or  to  destroy  ?  The  en¬ 
couragements  to  his  people’s  faith  of  old  are  frequently 
grounded  on  the  displays  of  his  almighty  power  in  creation. 
To  this  he  applies  as  a  proof  to  their  unbelieving  feai's,  and 
as  affording'  sufficient  ground  for  their  constant  and  unfail- 
ing  confidence  in  him.  (See  Isa.  xl.  26  —  31.)  The  pro¬ 
mises  which  he  makes  to  his  church  are  like  the  promises 
of  Him  who  hath  created  all  things,  and  who  can  create 
all  things  out  of  nothing;  and  who  cannot,  therefore,  be  at 
a  loss  for  means  to  bless  and  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  his 
people.  Fear  not,  says  he ;  1  can  change  the  nature  of  the 
things  which  are  around  you,  and  reverse  the  very  order 
of  nature,  if  it  be  needful  for  my  people.  Waters  shall 
come  forth  from  the  rock,  and  rivers  fill  the  parched 
desert :  the  wilderness  shall  become  a  fruitful  field,  and 
abound  with  trees  of  the  greatest  beauty,  the  richest  fra¬ 
grance,  and  the  most  useful  productions.  And  when  the 
poor  and  needy  seek  water,  and  there  is  none,  and  their 
tongue  faileth  for  thirst,  I  the  Lord  Jehovah  will  in  this 
manner  hear  them,  1  the  God  of  Israel  will  not  forsake 
them,  &c.  ;  that  they  may  see,  and  know,  and  consider, 
and  understand  together,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath 
done  this,  and  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  hath  created  it. 
(See  Isa.  xli.  17 — 20.)  Here  there  is  no  doubt  an  allu¬ 
sion  to  his  .care  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness :  as  Jehovah, 
lie  wrought  the  wonders  of  Omnipotence,  to  prove  himself 
the  God  of  Israel.  He  opened  the  sea,  and  led  them 
through  as  on  dry  land :  he  bid  the  rock  pour  out  its  waters, 
and  the  heavens  drop  down  with  celestial  food.  But  do 
we  see  such  miracles  repeated  now  for  the  benefit  of  his 
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church  ?  or  are  we  to  expect  their  repetition?  No,  surely : 
but  a  watchful  observance  of  the  providence  of  God  would 
often  discover  that  the  hand  of  God  was  as  certainly, 
though  more  secretly,  directing,  superintending,  and 
guiding  all  the  way  of  his  church  and  people,  as  it  did  of 
old.  lie  with  equal  power  and  sufficiency 'supplies  their 
spiritual  wants ;  opens  before  them  the  seas  of  destruc¬ 
tion ;  removes  obstructions  to  them  insurmountable ;  and, 
when  ready  to  perish,  becomes  their  Almighty  Protector, 
if  not  miraculous  and  bountiful  Benefactor.  But  the 
displays  of  this  almighty  power  are  peculiarly  endeared 
to  believers,  as  exercised  by  the  God-man.  With  this 
the  Redeemer  is  invested,  in  our  nature  upon  the  throne; 
for,  as  such,  he  tells  us,  he  hath  received  power  over  all 
flesh,  that  he  may  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  were 
given  him  (John  xvii.  1,  2);  and  that  all  power  is  given 
unto  him  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  (Matt,  xxviii.  18.) 
When  therefore  assaulted,  tried,  tempted,  and  ready  to 
faint,  let  faith  hold  this  Shield  of  Omnipotence,  engaged 
in  covenant-office  for  the  salvation  of  his  people,  near 
and  close  to  the  heart ;  and  in  this  it  shall  find  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  protection,  victory,  and  triumph.  When  con¬ 
templating  his  almighty  power  to  fulfil  them,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  purposes  of  his  love,  what  peace,  what 
hope,  what  joy,  possess  the  believing  mind  !  Let  the 
believer  sing  the  song  of  triumph,  which  the  Prophet 
has  prepared,  “  In  that  day  shall  this  song  be  sung  in 
the  land  of  Judah;  We  have  a  strong  city,  salvation  hath 
God  appointed  for  walls  and  bulwarks:  open  ye  the  gates, 
that  the  righteous  nation,  which  keepeth  the  truth,  may 
enter  in.  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whose  mind 
is  stayed  on  thee,  because  he  trusteth  in  thee :  trust  ye 
in  the  Lord  Jehovah  for  ever,  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah 
is  everlasting  strength.”  (Isa.  xxvi.  1 — 4.)  But  this 
Shield  is  tempered  also  with  infinite  wisdom.  His  om¬ 
niscient  mind  directs  that  omnipresent  care,  which  is  con¬ 
ducted  by  his  almighty  power.  In  our  Jesus  are  hid  all 
the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,  who  is  the  only 
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wise  God  and  our  Saviour.  God,  who  is  our  refuge  and 
strength,  is  a  present  help  in  trouble ;  and  he  never  for- 
saketh  them  that  seek  him.  (Compare  Psa.  xlvi.  1,  and 
ix.  9,  LO.) 

He  who  is  good,  a  strong  hold  in  the  day  of  trouble, 
knoweth  them  also  that  put  their  trust  in  him.  (Nahum 
i.  7.)  He  knows  every  enemy,  is  acquainted  with  every 
trial  and  temptation,  and  observes  every  danger  to  which 
his  people  are  exposed  ;  nor  is  there  a  weakness,  a  fear, 
or  a  discouragement,  with  which  they  are  ready  to  faint, 
that  is  concealed  from  his  all-penetrating  eye.  In  scenes 
where  we  cannot  discern  him,  he  discerns  us ;  and  leads 
us,  though  we  know  it  not,  like  holy  Job,  who  looked 
on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left,  but  could  not  discern 
him.  We  may  be  confident  that  he  knoweth  the  paths 
which  we  take.  When  he  has  tried  us  we  shall  come 
forth  like  gold.  Amidst  the  darkest  scenes  and  most  im¬ 
penetrable  dispensations,  his  infinite  wisdom  is  the  same  ; 
the  darkness  is  no  darkness  with  him ;  his  infinite  wisdom 
not  only  discerns,  but  can  solve  every  perplexity,  direct 
through  every  difficulty,  prevent  every  stratagem  of  the 
enemy,  or  thwart  and  counteract  its  natural  tendency,  for 
the  purposes  of  his  glory  and  his  people’s  good.  While 
we  are  wondering,  and  perplex  ourselves  with  the  way, 
the  manner,  the  means,  the  possibility  of  deliverance; 
he  has  marked  out  the  path,  and  is  unfolding,  by  his 
providence,  the  purposes  of  his  grace ;  till  he  crown  our 
triumph  over  the  enemy  of  souls,  and  bring  us  into  the 
light  to  behold  his  righteousness,  the  justice,  the  wisdom, 
and  the  truth  of  all  his  ways.  (See  Micah  vii.  8 — 10.) 
He  who  delivers  his  people  from  the  fears  of  wrath, 
through  the  merit  of  his  atonement ;  from  the  terrors  of 
avenging  justice,  by  the  suffering  and  obedience  of  his 
cross  ;  stands  engaged  to  deliver  them  from  the  malice, 
the  power,  and  the  insidious  attacks  of  all  their  enemies. 
His  presence  is  a  defence,  while  his  arm  can  cover  from 
the  violence  of  every  temptation,  and  the  overwhelming 
influence  of  every  afflicting  sin ;  and,  while  it  guards  the 
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believer’s  spiritual  life,  can  deliver  from  whatever  may 
prevent  its  growth,  destroy  its  comfort,  or  endanger  its 
eternal  security.  When  we  feel  that  we  are  not  sufficient 
of  ourselves  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourselves,  then  he 
says,  “  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee ;  my  strength  is 
made  perfect  in  weakness.”  Faith,  beholding  and  be¬ 
lieving,  takes  up  the  language  of  triumph,  and  says,  “  Be¬ 
hold,  God  is  my  salvation;  I  will  trust  and  not  be  afraid: 
for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  strength  and  my  song;  he 
also  is  become  my  salvation.”  (Isa.  xii.  2.)  This  is  the 
Shield  of  our  help,  and  the  Sword  of  our  excellency  ! 
(Deut.  xxxiii.  29.) — But  that  which  renders  this  Shield 
altogether  impenetrable  is,  its  being  tempered  also  with 
eternal,  everlasting,  and  unchangeable  love  !  Whom  the 
Lord  loveth,  he  loveth  to  the  end.  This  alone  is  the  sup¬ 
port  of  faith,  the  security  of  hope,  of  the  love  of  God. 
If  the  gracious  purposes  of  the  Redeemer  changed  with 
our  changing  frames,  what  would  become  of  us  ?  But 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  same,  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever; 
“  I  am  Jehovah,”  says  he,  “  I  change  not :  therefore  ye 
sons  of  Jacob  are  not  consumed.”  His  purposes  and  his 
promises  are  not  mutable ;  are  not  changeable,  from  a 
variety  of  unforeseen  circumstances,  as  the  promises  of 
man  often  necessarily  are.  He  who  sees  the  end  from 
the  beginning,  can  never  find  himself  deceived,  nor  dis¬ 
appointed,  nor  compelled  to  alter  his  design :  his  coun¬ 
sels,  therefore,  must  stand,  and  he  will  do  all  his  pleasure. 
The  promises  of  the  Gospel  exhibit  in  the  Saviour  that 
fulness  which  is  suited  to  our  wants  :  therefore  he  is  ma¬ 
nifested  in  his  true  character,  all-sufficient  in  every  re¬ 
spect,  in  all  possible  circumstances,  and  at  all  times,  to 
help  and  save  his  people.  The  guilty  conscience  finds  a 
sufficient  ground  of  peace,  and  hope  of  pardon,  in  his 
atoning  sacrifice ;  the  trembling  heart  finds  a  sufficient 
ground  of  confidence  in  the  strength  treasured  up  in  him ; 
the  needy  sinner,  and  the  humble  believer,  find  in  him 
an  infinite  fulness  of  supply  lor  all  their  wants  and  wishes. 
But  here  is  their  security  and  felicity  ;  that  Jesus,  in  whom 
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all  this  fulness  resides,  is  unchangeably  the  same,  and  his 
love  and  purposes  of  grace  to  his  people  are  unaltered.  He 
who  chose  them  to  salvation,  and  who  hath  called  them 
by  his  grace,  is  leading  them  through  sanctification  ;  and 
keeping  them  by  almighty  power,  through  faith,  unto  sal¬ 
vation.  That  he  hath  called  them,  enabled  them  to  re¬ 
pent  and  believe,  and  given  them  a  desire  after  him,  are 
pledges  of  his  everlasting  love  towards  them  throughout 
eternity ;  as  they  are  the  effects  of  that  everlasting  love 
from  eternity.  (Jer.  xxxi.  3.)  The  Apostle,  therefore, 
considers  the  calling  of  his  people  as  laying  his  faithful¬ 
ness  under  an  engagement :  “  Faithful  is  he  who  hath 
called  you,  who  also  will  do  it;”  i.e.  will  accomplish  the 
work  of  salvation ;  and  upon  this  was  grounded  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  Apostle  to  the  Philippians  (i.  f>),  that  God 
who  had  begun  a  good  work  in  them  would  confirm  it 
to  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ.  Nothing  can  be  more  express 
than  the  purposes  of  his  grace  to  this  effect.  The  New 
Testament  church  is  surely  as  much  interested  in  the 
everlasting  kindness  with  which  he  promises  to  have 
mercy  on  his  people,  as  the  Old.  “  For  the  mountains 
may  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  my  kindness 
shall  not  depart  from  thee,  neither  shall  the  covenant  of 
my  peace  be  removed,  saith  Jehovah,  who  hath  mercy  on 
thee.”  (Isa.  liv.  7 — 10.)  The  promise  of  the  Saviour  to 
his  sheep,  and  his  gift  which  he  bestows  upon  them,  is 
eternal  life  ;  but  that  cannot  be  eternal  which  is  lost  by 
the  way,  amidst  the  dangers  of  time.  No;  none  shall 
pluck  them  out  of  his  hand.  He  may  correct,  but  he 
will  not  cast  off;  nay,  his  covenant  mercy  requires  that 
if  his  children  forsake  his  law,  and  w7alk  not  in  his  com¬ 
mandments,  he  should  visit  their  iniquity  with  a  rod,  and 
their  sin  with  stripes :  and  he  will  do  it,  in  order  that  he 
may  bring  them  back,  and  keep  them  for  himself;  and 
that  he  may  not  take  away  utterly  his  loving  kindness 
from  them,  nor  suffer  his  faithfulness  to  fail.  The  be¬ 
liever  may,  therefore,  take  up  the  triumph  of  the  church  ; 
“  Rejoice  not  against  me,  O  mine  enemy !  though  I  fall. 
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1  shall  arise  again  :  when  I  sit  in  darkness,  the  Lord  shall 
he  a  light  unto  me.  I  will  bear  the  indignation  of  the 
Lord,  because  I  have  sinned  against  him,  until  he  plead 
my  cause,  and  execute  judgment  for  me  :  he  will  bring 
me  forth  to  the  light,  and  I  shall  behold  his  righteousness. 
Mine  enemy  shall  see  it,  and  shame  shall  cover  her  face, 
which  said  unto  me.  Where  is  the  Lord  thy  God  ?  mine 
eyes  shall  behold  her;  now  shall  she  be  trodden  down 
as  the  mire  of  the  streets.”  (Mic.  vii.  8 — 10.)  “  For  if, 

when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by 
the  death  of  his  Son  ;  much  more,  being  reconciled,  we 
shall  be  saved  by  his  life.”  Thy  faithfulness  then,  O 
Jesus,  is  our  shield  and  buckler! 

These  are  truths  of  the  Divine  word,  which  if  faith 
takes  hold  of,  like  an  impenetrable  shield,  will  protect  the 
mind  from  unbelief,  from  doubts  and  fears,  from  the  as¬ 
saults  of  temptation,  and  the  fury  of  the  enemy.  Well 
may  the  believer  be  directed  to  survey  his  security,  to  go 
about  Sion,  to  tell  the  towers  thereof,  to  mark  well  her 
bulwarks,  and  consider  her  palaces ;  when  this  God  is  our 
God  for  ever  and  ever,  and  will  be  our  guide  even  unto 
death.  (Psalm  xlviii.  12 — 14.) — Contemplate,  my  soul,  this 
shield  of  thy  might ;  let  me  triumphantly  adopt  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Psalmist,  when  victory  had  crowned  his 
conflict  over  all  his  enemies :  “  I  will  love  thee,  O  Lord, 
my  strength ;  Jehovah  is  my  rock,  my  fortress,  my  deli¬ 
verer  ;  my  God,  my  rock,  in  whom  I  will  trust ;  my 
buckler,  the  horn  also  of  my  salvation,  my  high  tower.  1 
will  call  upon  Jehovah,  who  is  worthy  to  be  praised,  so 
shall  I  be  saved  from  mine  enemy.”  (Psalm  xviii.  1 — 3.) 

But  that  which  secures  the  confidence  of  the  believer 
in  the  Lord  his  Saviour,  is  his  own  actual  victory  over  all 
his  enemies.  By  this  his  power  has  been  tried  to  the  ut¬ 
termost  ;  his  love  proved  beyond  a  doubt,  and  his  wisdom 
manifested  as  superior  to  every  artifice.  By  this  we  learn 
the  all-sufficiency  of  this  Shield  to  protect  his  church. 
“  By  death  he  conquered  him  that  had  the  power  ol  death, 
that  is,  the  devil.”  But  he  who  condescended  to  die  ;  who 
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gave  himself  to  ddath,  could  not  be  holden  of  death.  The 
grave  gives  up  its  prey,  the  mighty  Saviour  carries  away 
its  spoils  ;  he  triumphs  in  his  resurrection;  and  leading  cap¬ 
tivity  captive,  and  receiving  gifts  for  men,  he  ascended  to 
his  throne  of  glory.  He  claims  admission  as  the  mighty 
Conqueror,  the  Lord  Jehovah,  mighty  in  battle :  there¬ 
fore  lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates,  and  be  ye  lifted  up, 
ye  everlasting  doors,  that  the  King  of  Glory  may  come 
in.  But  the  conquering  Redeemer  rises  as  our  surety,  and 
bears  the  pledges  of  our  victory.  “  God  hath  raised  him 
up  from  the  dead,  and  given  him  glory,  that  our  faith  and 
hope  might  be  in  God”  (1  Pet.  i.  21) :  he  enteTs  as  the 
forerunner,  to  prepare  glory  for  his  people,  and  where  he 
is,  there  also  shall  his  servants  be.  His  atonement  was 
ours — his  contests  were  for  us— his  victories  were  ours — 
his  triumphs  were  ours;  so  that  we  are  conquerors,  and 
more  than  conquerors,  through  him  who  loved  us.  Let 
us  then  enlist  under  the  banner  of  the  Redeemer,  and 
begin  the  Christian  warfare ;  still  let  us  take  courage  to 
pursue  the  conflict,  and  assume  the  confident  hope  of 
everlasting  victory  in  his  love  and  strength.  Our  enemies 
are  many,  our  lusts  are  mighty,  our  corruptions  are  power¬ 
ful,  our  dangers  great;  but  his  promise  is  secure:  “  Sin 
shall  not  have  dominion  over  you  ;”  and  his  arm  is  almighty 
to  fulfil  his  word.  What  he  has  spoken  with  his  mouth  he 
will  fulfil  with  his  hand.  Hither  he  hath  brought  us;  here 
we  raise  another  Ebenezer;  and  he  who  hath  delivered, 
and  doth  deliver,  in  him  we  trust  that  he  shall  yet  deliver. 
When  he  says,  “  I  am  thy  Shield,”  he  pledges,  according 
to  the  eternal  purpose  of  his  grace,  his  almighty  power, 
his  infinite  wisdom,  and  his  unchangeable  truth,  to  fulfil 
the  designs  of  his  love  from  everlasting  to  everlasting.  We 
see  the  evidence  of  its  reality  in  the  actual  condescension 
and  work  of  Christ ;  and  behold  the  security  of  his  pro¬ 
mise  in  his  own  actual  victory,  and  possession  of  glory  for 
his  people  ;  and  thus  we  learn  how  able  and  willing  he  is 
to  save  unto  the  uttermost,  all  who  come  unto  God  by  him. 
(Heb.  vii.  25.)  Many  times,  when  driven  to  extremity, 
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in  the  mount  the  Lord  has  been  seen :  he  gets  himself 
additional  glory  by  the  suitable,  the  timely,  the  opportune, 
the  seasonable,  the  sufficient  help  which  he  vouchsafes  in 
the  time  of  danger,  on  the  very  brink  of  destruction.  Many 
such  times  of  deliverance,  perhaps,  our  hearts  may  have 
recorded  ;  and  many  such  ways  will  recur  again  to  the  end 
of  the  Christian  warfare  ;  while  the  Lord  fulfils  his  pro¬ 
mise  in  the  extreme  of  danger  to  guard  us  with  his  pre¬ 
sence  (Isaiah  xliii.  1,  2);  and  though  we  may  be  ready  to 
say,  and  say  truly,  “  These  nations  are  more  than  I :  how 
can  I  dispossess  them?”  “  Thoushalt  not,”  says  the  God 
of  Israel,  “  be  afraid  of  them.”  But  why?  not  from  any 
consideration  of  thy  own  strength,  but  because  “the  Lord 
thy  God  will  be  with  thee,  as  a  mighty  God,  and  terrible : 
he  will  cast  out  these  nations  before  thee,  until  they  be 
destroyed.”  (Deut.  vii.  21,  &c.) 

Blessed  Jesus,  compass  me  with  thy  favour,  as  with  a 
shield :  let  faith  behold  and  rejoice  in  its  security,  and  go 
forth  daily  with  peaceful  composure,  with  fiducial  boldness, 
and  the  confidence  of  victory.  If  meditating  with  a  dis¬ 
consolate  mind  upon  our  own  weakness  or  enemies,  we  are 
sinking  into  discouragement,  and  ready  to  be  overcome  ; 
let  faith  fly  to  the  strong  hold,  the  tower  of  defence,  or 
take  the  shield  of  faith,  that  shield  which  the  word  of 
God  presents  to  the  use  of  faith  ;  and  again  we  shall  shout 
with  the  songs  of  triumph.  Let  us  behold  the  covenant 
love  of  the  Redeemer  ;  the  covenant  engagement  and 
purposes  of  his  grace ;  the  glory  of  his  almighty  power ; 
his  infinite  wisdom  and  everlasting  faithfulness,  as  set  forth 
in  the  promises  of  the  Gospel, — set  forth  to  the  enjoyment  of 
faith  :  let  us  contemplate  the  rich  provision  of  all  covenant 
blessings  treasured  up  in  Jesus,  while  we  view  the  media¬ 
torial  glory  he  hath  received  upon  the  eternal  throne  in 
our  nature,  only  that  he  might  accomplish  his  design  of 
love ;  and  our  hearts  must  revive  from  their  despondency, 
and  assume  the  attitude  of  defiance  against  all  their  ene¬ 
mies,  in  the  exercise  of  faith  and  hope.  These  views  will 
not  relax  our  exertions  against  sin,  the  world,  and  the 


288 


SERIES  VI. —  ESSAY  VI. 


devil ;  but  prevent  murmuring  and  disquietude  in  the  con¬ 
flict,  and  excite  fresh  ardour  and  renewed  vigour,  in  the 
confidence  of  eternal  victory.  “We  shall  be  stedfast, 
unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
since  we  know  that  our  labour  shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the 
Lord.”  (1  Cor.  xv.  57,  58.)  Blessed  Jesus,  we  will  then 
fly  to  thee  in  every  time  of  danger,  and  realize  the  se¬ 
curity  arising  from  thy  covenant  love,  thy  covenant  cha¬ 
racter,  thine  all-sufficient  grace,  and  endless  faithfulness. 
May  we  sing  with  him  of  old,  “  Thou  hast  given  me  the 
shield  of  thy  salvation  ;  thy  right  hand  hath  holden  me  up, 
and  thy  loving-kindness  hath  made  me  great.”  (Ps.  xviii.  35.) 

Shielded  by  thine  arm  from  the  curse  of  the  law  and 
the  wrath  of  God,  the  wounded  conscience  finds  peace  in 
the  shield  of  thy  presence,  thou  Almighty  Redeemer;  the 
fearful  and  the  weak  find  confidence,  covered  by  thine  al¬ 
mighty  power,  and  the  displays  of  thine  infinite  wisdom ; 
the  tempted  and  the  tried  are  secure  of  protection  and  vic¬ 
tory  :  surrounded  with  the  smile  of  thy  favour,  the  dying 
believer  is  shielded  from  the  fears  of  death,  and  triumphs 
over  all  its  terrors.  Through  death  he  follows  thee  in. 
faith,  and  shall  renew  the  song  of  triumph,  where  no  ene¬ 
mies  shall  follow  before  the  throne ;  then  shall  the  contest 
be  over,  and  eternal  victory  crown  the  good  fight  of  faith. 
There  shall  all  the  church,  with  palms  in  their  hands,  in 
robes  whitened  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  ascribe  the  glory 
to  thee  ;  once  their  unfailing  Shield,  now  their  exceeding- 
great  Reward.  Then  shall  they  unite  in  the  Song  of  Moses, 
the  servant  of  God,  and  the  Song  of  the  Lamb.  The  Song  of 
Moses  we  have  recorded  in  Ex.  xv.  1—20 :  the  burden  of 
it  is  the  God  of  Salvation ;  and  it  celebrates  his  providential 
interference  for  the  deliverance  of  Israel,  till  triumphing  over 
all  his  enemies,  and  Jehovah  reigns  for  ever  and  ever .  But 
the  Song  of  the  Lamb  shall  complete  the  tribute  of  eternal 
praise  ;  when  the  great  multitude,  which  no  man  can  num¬ 
ber,  shall  surround  the  throne  above,  to  sing  that  new  song, 
which  shall!  be  eternally  new,  nor  ever  seem  old,  saying, 
“  Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  seals 
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thereof;  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God 
by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people, 
and  nation,  and  hast  made  us  unto  our  God  kings  and 
priests,  and  we  shall  reign  on  the  earth.”  “  Worthy  is  the 
Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wis¬ 
dom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing. 
And  every  creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  the  earth, 
and  under  the  earth,  and  such  as  are  in  the  sea,  heard  I  say¬ 
ing,  Blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him 
that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and 
ever  ;  and  the  four  beasts  said,  Amen.”  (Rev.  v.  9 — 14.) 

This  shall  crown  and  consummate  the  joy  of  the  be¬ 
liever,  and  the  church  of  God ;  but  by  the  way  the  song  of 
triumph  is  prepared  in  the  fullest  confidence  of  faith, 
arising  from  the  everlasting  love,  the  almighty  care, 
and  the  unchanging  faithfulness  of  God  our  Saviour; 
for  “  there  is  none  like  unto  the  God  of  Jeshurun,  who 
rideth  upon  the  heaven  for  thy  help,  and  in  his  excellency 
on  the  sky.  The  Eternal  God  is  thy  refuge,  and  under¬ 
neath  are  the  Everlasting  Arms :  and  he  shall  thrust  out 
the  enemy  from  before  thee ;  and  say.  Destroy  them. 
Israel  then  shall  dwell  in  safety  alone ;  the  fountain  of  Jacob 
shall  be  upon  a  land  of  corn  and  wine ;  also  his  heavens 
shall  drop  down  dew.  Happy  art  thou,  O  Israel !  who  is 
like  unto  thee,  O  people  saved  of  the  Lord,  the  Shield 
of  thy  help,  and  who  is  the  Sword  ot  thine  excellency  l 
Thine  enemies  shall  be  found  liars  unto  thee,  and  thou 
shalt  tread  upon  their  high  places.”  (Deut.  xxxiii.  26—29.) 
Amen.  Amen. 
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ESSAY  VII. 

Hrince  of  Ueace. 

How  important  is  the  blessing  of  peace  in  this  world  of 
trouble  !  yet  few  here  know  where  to  find  it :  mankind  in 
general,  following  the  delusive  shadows  of  imaginary  hap¬ 
piness,  wander  far  away  from  the  substance.  Peace  must 
be  a  stranger  to  the  heart  of  man,  till  it  be  presented  to  us 
by  the  hand  of  Christ :  this  Man,  says  the  Prophet,  “  shall 
make  peace.”  He,  says  the  Apostle,  is  our  Peace,  who 
hath  procured  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  cross.  The  name 
and  character  of  Shiloh  implies  the  Peace-maker,  though  it 
implies  still  more.  When  the  wounded  conscience,  the 
tempted  breast,  the  tried,  the  afflicted  heart,  is  longing 
for  its  enjoyment,  each  must  be  directed  to  the  same  all- 
gracious  Saviour.  Peace  without  him  is  but  a  false  appear¬ 
ance,  and  must  be  broken  before  the  reality  can  be  enjoyed; 
but  sweet  is  his  name,  suitable  is  his  grace,  and  precious  is 
his  character ;  who,  amidst  all  the  troubles  of  life,  the 
uncertainty  of  earthly  possessions,  the  sorrow  that  arises 
from  ourselves,  our  friends,  or  from  the  world,  can  com¬ 
municate  a  peace,  true,  solid,  and  unfailing,  that  can 
support  the  mind  under  all,  and  endure  till  all  be  over. 
He  still  says  to  his  sorrowful  disciples,  “  In  the  world  ye 
shall  have  tribulation,  but  in  me  ye  shall  have  peace. ...Peace 
I  leave  with  you  ;  my  peace  I  give  unto  you ;  not  as  the 
world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid.”  Nor  can  his  design  of 
blessing  fail,  who  is  the  Prince  of  Peace.  Here,  then,  is 
a  subject  of  most  delightful  contemplation  ;  discovering 
a  work  of  most  amazing  love,  connected  with  a  character 
which  implies  all  that  can  render  the  Redeemer  glorious 
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in  himself,  or  precious  to  the  believer.  Jesus,  be  thou  my 
peace  ;  and  what  then  can  give  me  trouble  i 

The  first  grand  concern  of  a  creature  must  be  peace 
with  God  :  without  this,  the  height  of  mirth  is  but  the 
height  of  a  delusion :  but  the  amity  between  God  and  man 
has  been  broken,  ever  since  sin  corrupted  and  alienated  the 
heart  of  man  from  God.  The  Apostle,  therefore,  gives 
us  a  very  different  view  of  our  state,  when  he  describes 
mankind  “  walking  according  to  the  course  of  this  world, 
according  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  spirit 
that  now  worketh  in  the  children  of  disobedience the 
consequence  of  which  is,  that  we  are  the  children  of  his 
wrath,  and  not  of  his  favour,  and  “  without  Christ,  without 
hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world.”  (Eph.  ii.  3 — 12.) 
What  sweet  tranquillity  can  ever  bless  the  mind  of  those 
who  believe,  or  feel,  themselves  to  be  in  such  a  state  as 
this  ! 

When  conscience  charges  with  the  guilt  of  transgres¬ 
sion,  and  forebodes  the  justly  denounced  consequence,  the 
troubles  of  life,  the  afflictions  of  the  present  state,  must 
wear  a  dismal  aspect ;  and  though  ignorance  may  hide 
the  danger,  it  will  never  wipe  away  the  guilt,  nor  prevent 
the  threatened  judgment.  The  cause  of  all  misery  is  the 
anger  of  God  and  his  withdrawment  for  sin  ;  and  while, 
therefore,  we  are  under  sin,  in  its  guilt  and  power,  what¬ 
ever  we  may  be  engaged  in,  whatever  we  may  be  pleased 
with,  whatever  we  may  enjoy,  or  whatever  we  may  hope 
for,  the  curse  of  the  law,  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the 
sentence  of  his  displeasure,  still  resting  upon  the  soul,  must 
exclude  it  from  true  felicity.  It  is  a  conviction  of  this 
which  makes  Jesus  precious  ;  while  his  person,  under¬ 
taking,  character,  offices,  and  fulness,  secure  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  a  returning  sinner,  and  the  reconciliation  of  an 
offended  God.  Blessed  only  is  the  man  whose  iniquities 
are  forgiven,  and  whose  sin  is  covered,  &c.  He  who  can 
effect  this,  is  my  best  friend  :  he  who  brings  me  the  news 
of  this,  is  the.  best  messenger  of  good  tidings.  But  in 
Christ  Jesus  we,  who  sometimes  were  afar  off,  are  brought 
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nigh  ;  in  him  we  have  access  by  one  Spirit  to  the  Father  ; 
and,  as  the  effect  of  his  complete  sacrifice  for  sin,  once  for 
all,  which  hath  for  ever  perfected  them  that  are  sanctified 
(or  separated  for  him),  we  come  near  to  God  with  a  true 
heart,  in  the  full  assurance  of  faith.  He  is  the  God  of 
Peace,  a  delightful  character  to  the  trembling  sinner ! — for 
“  tranquillus  Deus  tranquillat  omnia”  or,  God  at  peace 
makes  all  things  at  peace.  To  fear  the  God  eternal, 
omnipresent,  omniscient,  as  mine  enemy,  must  fill  the 
mind  with  awful  terror  :  to  believe  in  and  to  know  him  as 
my  friend,  must  lift  the  mind  into  the  same  perfect  security, 
and  therefore  the  most  perfect  serenity  ;  and  this  he  is  to 
every  believing  sinner  in  Christ  Jesus. 

In  this  the  Apostle  lays  the  ground  of  every  other  bless¬ 
ing:  “  Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  “  The  God  of  Peace, 
who  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that 
great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the 
everlasting  covenant,  make  you  perfect  in  every  good 
work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  which  is  well¬ 
pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom  be 
glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.”  “The  God  of  Peace 
shall  bruise  satan  under  your  feet  shortly.”  (See  Eph.  ii. 
18,  19:  Heb.  x.  14  —  18;  xiii.  20:  Rom.  xvi.  20.)  The 
ftiessage  of  the  Gospel,  therefore,  which  includes  in  itself 
all  beside,  is  this,  A  message  of  joy  to  every  trembling 
penitent,  that  God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the  world 
unto  himself,  not  imputing  their  trespasses  unto  them,  and 
hath  committed  unto  us  the  word  of  reconciliation. 

Here  the  ground  of  that  tranquillity  is  surely  laid,  which 
he  publishes  in  his  word,  and  conveys  into  the  heart  by  his 
Spirit.  Take  a  view,  O  believer,  of  all  the  things  which 
afflict  or  distress  thee,  in  the  light  of  the  Gospel,  and  thy 
fears  must  vanish.  Under  all,  the  message  of  the  Gospel 
is  a  message  of  peace  ;  nothing  can  hurt  thee  if  God  be 
reconciled  towards  thee,  if  Jesus  be  thy  Friend,  who  is  the 
Head  over  all  for  his  church.  Thy  fears  arise  from  thy 
sins,  or  from  thine  enemies :  but  the  former  are  pardoned, 
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and  shall  be  subdued  ;  and  the  latter  are  in  his  hands 
who  is  thy  Redeemer  and  thy  Saviour,  and  whose  very 
office  was  undertaken  and  is  sustained  to  promote  thy  good. 
He  lias  removed  the  guilt  of  sin,  and  rolled  away  that 
heavy  burden  of  Divine  wrath  that  was  fallen  upon  thy  soul, 
by  his  almighty  arm  of  power.  He  will  keep  thee  from  the 
power  of  sin,  and  prevent  its  ruining  thy  soul.  Though  he 
calls  thee  to  the  warfare,  he  has  promised,  “  Sin  shall  not 
have  dominion  over  you  ;  for  you  are  not  under  the  law, 
but  under  grace.” 

What  a  multitude  of  evils  has  sin  brought  into  the 
world !  how  many  afflictions,  pains,  and  clouds  of  sorrow, 
surround  us!  But,  if  the  guilt  of  sin  be  removed,  the  sting 
is  taken  away,  and  the  pungency  of  the  grief  is  extracted 
from  it :  but  the  Gospel  teaches  us,  that,  as  to  his  be¬ 
lieving  people,  all  things  are  in  the  hands  of  Jesus;  that 
he  does  not  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of 
men  ;  that  all  his  dispensations  are  directed  to  fulfil  the 
covenant  purpose  of  redemption,  to  complete  the  designs 
of  his  love,  to  bring  his  people  near  to  himself,  to  make 
them  partakers  of  his  holiness,  and  to  fit  them  for  his 
eternal  kingdom. 

And,  while  he  afflicts  only  for  good,  he  puts  underneath 
his  everlasting  arms  to  support,  and  promises,  “  When 
thou  passest  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee ;  and 
through  the  rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow  thee  :  when 
thou  walkest  through  the  fire,  thou  shalt  not  be  burned, 
neither  shall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.”  (Isa.  xliii.  2, 
&c.)  What  sweet  peace  are  such  views  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  almighty  power,  in  infinite 
wisdom,  in  covenant  and  unchanging  love,  calculated  to 
produce!  Well  might  he  say,  “  Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled,”  in  the  midst  of  a  troublesome  world;  as  “ye 
believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me  ;”  and  this  will  be 
an  effectual  cure  for  all  distressing  and  anxious  fears. 
“  Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you  ; 
not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you;  let  not  your 
heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid.”  You  shall 
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have  the  victory  by  faith :  “  Thou  wilt  ordain  peace 
for  us;  for  thou  also  hast  wrought  all  our  works  in  us.’ 
(Isa.  xxvi.  12.)  The  distress  which  perplexes  thy  soul 
in  the  conflict,  is  only  the  depression  of  unbelief;  hold 
fast  by  Jesus,  in  the  merit  of  his  blood,  the  power  ot  his 
arm,  and  the  promise  of  his  grace.  My  grace,  he  says, 
shall  be  sufficient  for  thee  ;  my  strength  is  made  perfect 
in  weakness.  Still  through  weakness  maintain  the  fight, 
and  the  power  of  Christ  shall  rest  upon  thee.  (2  Cor. 
xii.  9  ) 

Then  let  the  church  still  say,  “  We  have  a  strong  city; 
salvation  will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwarks.  Open 
ye  the  gates,  that  the  righteous  nation  which  keepeth  the 
truth  may  enter  in.  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace 
whose  mind  is  stayed  on  thee,  because  he  trusteth  in  thee : 
trust  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever;  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is 
everlasting  strength.”  (Isa.  xxvi.  1 — 4.) 

He  may  suffer  you  to  be  tempted  ;  your  enemies  are 
many,  and  will  attempt  your  destruction,  as  far  as  he 
permits  them  ;  but  he  says,  “  Fear  not,  thou  worm  Jacob, 
I  will  help  thee;”  **  when  the  enemy  comes  in  like  a  flood, 
the  Spirit  of  Jehovah  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him 
and  with  every  temptation  he  will  make  a  way  to  escape. 
The  enemy  may  seize  the  prey,  but  the  Lord  will  not 
leave  him  in  his  hand,  nor  condemn  him  when  he  is 
judged.  He  may  oppress  and  hold  them  fast ;  but  the 
Redeemer  of  Israel  is  strong ;  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is  his 
name  ;  he  will  thoroughly  plead  his  cause.  (Jer.  1.  33,  34.) 
He  will  be  the  refuge  for  the  oppressed,  the  refuge  in 
time  of  trouble  ;  nothing  shall  separate  from  his  love ; 
his  church  shall  be  more  than  conquerors.  I  am  brought 
into  this  trouble,  or  into  the  other  trial ;  I  may  lose  this 
or  the  other  comfort ;  but  I  cannot  (may  the  believer  say) 
lose  that  Friend  who  will,  before  all,  fulfil  his  loving 
designs  toward  me,  and  can  and  will  turn  all  things  into 
blessings :  when  he  giveth  peace,  who  then  can  give 
trouble  ?  Therefore,  peace  to  my  fears,  to  all  my  un¬ 
believing  thoughts  and  anxious  doubts :  let  me  possess 
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my  soul  in  peace,  through  life  and  in  death’:  with  Jesus 
in  my  arms,  I  may  say,  as  good  old  Simeon,  “  Now,  Lord, 
lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy 
word.”  He  who  died  to  redeem  his  people,  will  not 
neglect  their  interest,  now  he  is  living  upon  the  throne. 
To  know  that  all  things  are  under  his  direction,  may  well 
give  peace  under  every  trouble  :  the  design,  the  effect, 
the  issue,  shall  be  good.  If  only  I  am  in  Christ  Jesus,  all 
things  are  mine  ;  life  or  death,  or  things  present  or  things 
to  come,  nothing  shall  separate  me  from  the  love  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus  :  all  things  shall  work  for  good  ;  and  I  may 
see  it  and  enjoy  it,  if  1  can  only  look  by  faith,  not  at  the 
things  which  are  seen,  which  are  temporal,  but  at  the 
things  which  are  not  seen,  and  are  eternal.  Glory  be 
to  Him,  who,  upon  the  surest  ground,  and  by  the  sweetest 
engagement,  conveys  such  peace  to  the  heart  of  a  guilty 
sinner. 

The  publication  of  the  Gospel  is,  “  Peace  on  earth 
the  glorious  tidings  which  the  angelic  host  proclaimed, 
when  hailing  the  birth  of  the  infant  Jesus..  But  if  this 
be  the  design  of  his  coming,  and  the  nature  of  his  dis¬ 
pensation,  how  little  yet  has  its  nature  been  understood, 
or  its  design  been  answered  !  Our  Lord  foresaw  that  this 
would  be  the  case,  and,  discerning  what  would  be  the  actual 
effect  of  his  Gospel,  through  the  corruption  and  enmity  of 
the  heart  of  man,  declared  that  he  came  not  to  send  peace 
upon  earth,  but  a  sword.  Not  that  this  was  his  design, 
but  that  to  which  his  Gospel  would  be  abused,  through 
the  ignorance  and  prejudice  of  man.  He  himself  was  in¬ 
deed  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus.  A  true  believer  is  a  man 
of  peace  ;  and  while  he  rejoices  that  God  is  at  peace  with 
him,  and  all  things  reconciled  in  a  reconciled  God,  he  de¬ 
sires  to  live  in  peace  with  all ;  as  much  as  in  him  lieth,  to 
live  peaceably  with  all  men.  The  feuds,  the  fears,  the 
contests,  that  have  deluged  the  world  with  blood,  or  the 
church  with  confusion,  persecution,  and  controversy,  arise, 
not  from  the  influence  of  the  Gospel,  but  the  over¬ 
powering  corruption  of  the  human  heart,  that  neglects  its 
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precepts  or  perverts  its  truths.  From  whence  come  wars 
and  fighting-  ?  come  they  not  hence,  even  of  those  lusts 
which  war  in  our  members  ?  But  even  this,  his  provi¬ 
dential  care  and  superintending'  influence  can,  and  often¬ 
times  does,  overrule  for  general  good  ;  and  his  Almighty 
power  and  effective  word  restore,  by  the  means  which  he 
pleases,  to  us  oftentimes  unknown  or  unexpected,  the 
peace  of  the  world  and  of  the  church.  But  that  Gospel 
can  never  be  the  cause  of  confusion,  which  exhibits  in  the 
example  of  the  Saviour,  and  teaches  by  the  most  autho¬ 
ritative  precept,  that  love  which,  without  yielding  the 
truth  of  God,  in  all  things  consistent  with  this,  “  hopeth 
all  things,  believeth  all  things,  endureth  all  things.”  While 
his  Gospel  publishes  peace  to  the  world,  when  its  grace 
prevails  in  the  heart  it  effectually  teaches  the  lesson,  and 
produces  the  sweetest  effect  of  brotherly  union  and  love 
amongst  fellow-Christians:  it  enforces  the  unity  of  the 
spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  ;  because  his  people  are  united 
in  one  body,  in  one  Spirit,  in  one  faith,  one  hope  of  their 
calling,  one  Lord,  one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of  all, 
who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  them  all.  Happy 
tihie,  when  its  influence  shall  be  fully  and  universally  felt ! 
Adieu  then  to  desolating  wars,  to  contentions  between 
divided  nations,  and  jealousies  between  parties  and  indivi¬ 
duals :  every  man  will  be  every  man’s  brother,  united  in 
the  union  of  nature  and  of  grace;  the  sword  shall  be 
beaten  into  the  ploughshare,  the  spear  into  thepruning-hook; 
nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall 
they  learn  war  any  more.  Oh,  happy  time,  when  men  shall 
learn  war  no  more  !  It  needs  only  the  general  effect  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  to  produce  this.  May  that  Spirit,  in  whose 
hand  it  is,  pour  out  his  commanding  influence,  and  hasten 
on  the  glorious  time  ! 

When  man  sinned,  the  order  and  harmony  of  creation 
was  broken  ;  the  creature  of  God,  separated  from  God, 
was  justly  divided  from  the  love,  the  care,  the  intercourse, 
of  his  remaining  upright  part  of  creation.  There  could 
be  no  communion  of  light  with  darkness  ;  the  converse  of 
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celestial  spirits  was  withdrawn,  which  there  is  reason  to 
think  was,  and  would  have  always  been,  the  felicity  of  man 
in  paradise  ;  and  the  barrier  between  the  spiritual  world 
and  the  visible  world  of  sense  was  so  great,  that  sinful  man 
trembled  to  think  of  its  being  broken.  There  is  a  conscious¬ 
ness  of  disunion  and  opposition  ;  but  now,  when  God  is 
at  peace,  when  J esus  is  our  peace,  his  angels  are  again  at 
peace  with  man ;  the  upright  intelligences  that  surround  his 
throne,  in  concert  with  the  eternal  Jehovah  himself,  unite 
in  the  kindest  offices  of  good-will  to  man.  According  to  his 
good  pleasure,  which  he  hath  purposed  in  himself,  in  the 
dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  time  he  hath  appointed  to 
gather  together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  both  which  are^ 
in  heaven,  and  which  are  on  earth,  even  in  him.  (Eph.  i. 
9, 10.)  In  the  mean  while,  the  angels  of  his  presence  are 
no  doubt  employed  in  embassies  of  his  love.  “  Are  they 
not  all  ministering  spirits,  sent  forth  to  minister  for  them 
who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation?”  (Heb.  i.  14.)  What  is  the 
exact  nature  and  arrangement  of  their  employ,  we  know 
not ;  but  evidently  they  are  employed  under  the  great 
Reconciler  of  all  in  heaven  and  earth,  to  promote  the 
purposes  of  his  love,  to  carry  on  the  ordination  and 
disposal  of  his  providence,  and  effect  his  designs  of  grace. 
Our  Lord  represents  them  as  employed  at  times  to  convey 
the  departed  spirits  of  his  dying  saints  to  their  seats  of  rest 
in  Abraham’s  bosom.  And  when  the  plan  of  God  shall  be 
completed,  then  eternal  peace  and  eternal  harmony  shall 
unite  the  glorified  church*  ransomed  from  the  sons  of  men, 
and  redeemed  unto  God,  with  all  the  unsinning  angels  of 
his  presence.  They  are  represented,  therefore,  as  joining 
the  song  of  the  innumerable  multitude  of  the  saved  sinners, 
in  ascribing  glory  to  the  Lamb  :  “  I  beheld,  and  heard 
the  voice  of  many  angels  round  about  the  throne,  and  the 
beasts  and  the  elders  ;  and  the  number  of  them  was  ten 
thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands  ; 
uniting  with  every  creature  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  saying 
with  a  loud  voice,  W orthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to 
receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and 
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honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing,”  &c.  (Rev*  v.  11,  12.) 
It  is  therefore  represented  as  one  principle  of  the  Gospel 
church,  that  we  are  coming  to  the  innumerable  multitude 
of  angels  ;  to  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first¬ 
born,  which  are  written  in  heaven  ;  and  to  God,  the  Judge 
of  all;  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect.  Gracious 
is  their  care  and  consoling  is  their  ministration  now  as  the 
servants  of  their  Lord,  but  glorious  will  be  the  society,  the 
concord,  and  the  united  worship,  which  will  join  the  church 
of  redeemed  people  and  the  angelic  hosts  around  the  throne 
in  the  heavenly  world,  throughout  eternity. 

But  never  shall  we  know  how  infinitely  indebted  we  are 
to  the  Author  of  Peace,  unless  we  direct  our  attention  to 
the  means  that  were  necessary,  and  whereby  he  hath 
effected  it.  The  purchase  of  our  peace  was  the  sacrifice 
of  himself,  the  ransom  of  his  blood,  the  agony  of  the  garden, 
the  suffering  of  his  cross,  his  death  for  sin,  bis  conflict  with 
the  powers  of  darkness,  and  his  triumph  over  them  all.  Let 
us  adore  his  name,  who  for  this  became  related  to  us,  and, 
forsaking  his  throne  of  glory,  assumed  the  nature  of  his 
brethren,  that  he  might  be  able  to  bear  our  sins,  in  all  their 
consequences,  and  to  make  reconciliation  by  the  blood  of 
bis  cross.  Without  this,  no  sinner  could  ever  hope  for  par¬ 
don,  and  all  men  must  therefore  have  been  for  ever  des¬ 
titute  of  peace;  the  atonement  must  be  rendered,  justice 
must  be  satisfied,  the  righteous  government  of  Jehovah 
must  be  honoured,  God  must  be  just  in  justifying  and 
righteous  in  forgiveness ;  this  only  has  been  obtained  by  the 
propitiation  of  his  death  :  the  Just  for  the  unjust,  that  he 
might  bring  us  to  God.  This  he  has  fully  effected,  when, 
in  the  language  of  the  evangelical  Prophet,  “  Surely  he 
bore  our  griefs  and  carried  our  sorrows.  We  did  esteem 
him  stricken,  smitten  of  God,  and  afflicted;  but  he  was 
wounded  for  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for  our 
iniquities  :  the  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him  ; 
and  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed.  All  we  like  sheep  have 
gone  astray ;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way  ; 
and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.”  ^Sec 
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Isaiah  liii.  14 — 16.)  The  Apostle  has  pointed  us  to  its  ac¬ 
complishment  in  the  fact, when  he  tells  us,  Eph.  ii.  14 — IB, 
that  “  he  is  our  Peace,  who  hath  made  both  one,  and 
hath  broken  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition  between  us; 
having  abolished  in  his  flesh  the  enmity,  even  the  law  of 
commandments  contained  in  ordinances,  for  to  make  in 
himself  of  twain  one  new  man,  so  making  peace  ;  and  that 
he  might  reconcile  both  (Jew  and  Gentile)  unto  God,  in  one 
body,  by  the  cross,  having  slain  the  enmity  thereby.”  There 
his  triumphs  were  completed,  and  his  purposes  fulfilled  ; 
having  spoiled  principalities  and  powers,  and  made  a  show 
of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  his  cross,  he  has 
obtained  the  forgiveness  of  all  trespasses,  the  hand-writing 
of  ordinances  is  blotted  out,  which  was  contrary  to  us,  and 
taken  out  of  the  way,  being  with  him  nailed  to  the  cross. 
(Col.  ii.  13 — 15.)  When,  therefore,  he  gave  himself  for  his 
church,  it  was  an  offering  and  sacrifice  to  God  for  a  sweet¬ 
smelling  savour.  The  savour  of  rest  from  his  cross,  is  de¬ 
lightful  to  the  holiness  of  the  eternal  Jehovah  ;  and,  well 
pleased  in  it,  he  is  well  pleased  in  bestowing  all  its  blessings 
upon  the  believing  sinner,  who  honours  it  by  his  sole  de¬ 
pendence  for  life  and  salvation.  He  hath  exalted  the  once 
dying  Redeemer  to  his  own  right  hand  ;  the  Peace-maker 
is  now  upon  the  throne,  and  is  the  Giver  of  peace,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  promise,  “  In  me  ye  shall  have  peace.”  He 
came  the  Messenger  of  his  own  peace :  we  also  preach 
peace  by  Jesus.  Let  the  weary,  heavy-laden  sinner,  come 
to  him,  and  he  shall  have  peaceful  rest  in  his  forgiving 
mercy,  his  covenant  love,  and  all-sufficient  grace  ;  he  will 
realize  his  promises,  fulfil  his  offices,  complete  his  designs, 
and  bless  his  people  with  the  abundance  of  grace  and  peace, 
when  his  dispensations  are  summed  up,  and  the  times  of 
his  appointment  are  fulfilled. 

But  here  on  earth,  it  is  the  humble  penitent  which  feels 
the  consolation  of  pardoning  mercy  and  the  peace  ot  God. 
He  wounds,  in  order  to  heal  ;  and  breaks  the  false  peace 
of  a  sinner  under  the  power  of  guilt  and  sin,  that  he  may 
bring  him  to  the  prayer  of  repentance  and  faith,  the  usual 
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means  of  obtaining  his  salvation.  Thus,  in  the  promise  of 
the  restoration  of  Israel,  “  They  shall  come  (says  the  Lord) 
with  weeping,  and  with  supplication  will  I  lead  them  :  then 
I  will  cause  them  to  walk  by  the  rivers  of  waters  ”  (the 
usual  emblem  of  peace  and  confidence)  “  in  a  straight  way, 
wherein  they  shall  not  stumble ;  for  I  am  a  Father  to  Israel, 
and  Ephraim  is  my  first-born.”  (Jer.  xxxi.  9.)  By  his 
word  he  enlightens  and  convinces;  by  his  Spirit  he  renders 
that  word  effectual ;  by  his  ordinances  he  carries  on  the 
work  which  he  begins,  and  thus  effects  that  temper  which 
is  suitable  for  the  enjoyment,  and  brings  into  the  actual 
possession  of  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  under¬ 
standing.  As  penitence  is  the  first  step  towards  peace,  so 
to  walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  usual  means  of  en¬ 
joying  the  consolation  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  This  world  is 
indeed  a  mixed  and  imperfect  state  :  its  enjoyments  are 
at  best  imperfect  and  alloyed  ;  yea,  oftentimes  the  Lord 
sees  that  trouble  and  afflictions  are  necessary  to  break  us 
off  from  the  natural  attachment  which  we  feel  to  earthly 
things,  to  destroy  our  hope  of  satisfaction  in  them ;  and 
too  often  by  the  indulgence  of  such  hopes  we  destroy  our 
own  peace,  and  depart  from  the  Fountain  of  felicity.  It  is 
therefore  in  general  through  troubles,  sorrows,  afflictions, 
and  temptations,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  manifests  his  power, 
and  grace  to  help,  to  support,  and  to  deliver.  Such  trou¬ 
bles,  therefore,  are  the  opportunities  he  takes  to  convey 
the  sweetest  consolations,  those  consolations  which  are  of 
a  spiritual  nature,  and  which  are  debased  by  a  union  of 
carnal  enjoyments,  and  prevented  or  destroyed  by  the  love 
of  them.  His  grace  is  not  so  often  displayed  in  removing 
trials,  in  the  present  state,  as  in  communicating  the  all- 
sufficiency  of  his  grace  to  help  us  under  them,  bestowing 
the  consolation  of  his  Spirit  in  them,  and  producing  a 
sanctified  effect  from  them.  Thus,  though  no  affliction  for 
the  present  seemeth  to  be  joyous,  but  grievous,  neverthe¬ 
less  afterwards  it  yields  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteous¬ 
ness  to  them  who  are  exercised  thereby.  But  when  faith 
rests  upon  and  trusts  in  him,  when  it  realizes  bis  character 
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and  mediatorial  office,  and  confides  in  his  truth  and  pro¬ 
mise,  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  com- 
forteth  his  people  in  all  their  tribulation ;  and  then,  even  in 
affliction,  consolation  abounds  by  Christ  Jesus.  (2  Cor.  i. 
3 — 5.) 

But  there  is  something  peculiarly  interesting  and  en¬ 
couraging  in  his  being  denominated  the  Prince  of  Peace: 
it  implies  that  he  has  a  kingdom  in  which  he  governs,  and 
that  kingdom  is  the  kingdom  of  peace.  He  rules,  to  con¬ 
duct  all  the  concerns  of  his  people,  with  infinite  wisdom, 
almighty  power,  and  everlasting,  unchanging,  and  cove¬ 
nant  love,  to  secure  the  peace  of  his  people.  All  things 
are  in  his  hands,  all  providences  at  his  disposal;  all  trials, 
difficulties,  enemies,  and  temptations,  are  under  his  direc¬ 
tion  :  nothing  can  take  place  but  as  and  when  he  pleases  ; 
and  he  who  rules  upon  the  throne  is  the  Friend  of  his 
people ;  who  loved  them  and  died  for  them,  enduring  the 
chastisement  of  their  peace  ;  and  is  exalted  to  complete  his 
designs  of  love. 

It  implies,  also,  that  all  peace  is  at  his  disposal.  He  has 
a  right  to  withhold  or  to  bestow;  the  gift  is  his.  But  though 
he  bestows  it  in  sovereign  pleasure,  he  bestows  it  in  sove¬ 
reign  wisdom  and  grace ;  and  he  will  speak  peace  to  his 
people  and  to  his  saints.  (Psa.  lxxxv.  8.)  If  he  withdraw 
it,  no  doubt  he  has  wise  reasons,  which  should  lead  us  to 
serious  examination  of  our  conduct  and  our  state ;  and  even 
when  most  sensibly  withdrawn  without  the  knowledge  of 
any  known  transgression,  it  is  most  certainly  to  restrain  the 
irruptions  of  a  corrupted  heart,  by  necessary  chastisement 
and  preventive  remedies.  But  as  Mediator  on  the 
throne,  he  has  obtained  power  and  authority  by  the  blood 
of  his  cross  to  command  peace  to  the  disturbed  and  afflicted 
mind.  The  voice  of  Jesus,  by  his  Spirit,  can  allay  the 
storm  of  guilt,  dispel  the  dark  cloud  of  unbelief,  dissipate 
the  tempest  of  sorrow  and  the  rage  of  temptation,  and 
calm  the  most  unruly  passions  of  the  soul.  The  winds 
were  up,  the  waves  were  raging,  but  he  said,  “  Peace,  be 
still ;  and  there  was  a  great  calm.”  So,  in  the  moral  world, 
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his  word  can  still  every  tempest  of  the  soul.  He  has 
purchased  the  right  by  his  own  loss  of  peace  and  bitter 
sufferings  (Psal.  cxlvii.  14),  and  will  exercise  it  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  good  pleasure ;  but  soon  he  will  bring  all  his 
people  to  the  kingdom  of  peace  and  glory  ;  and  where  he 
is,  there  shall  they  be  for  ever.  Viewed  in  faith,  this  is 
all-sufficient  to  support  the  believer  under  all ;  he  sees  how 
wise,  how  good,  how  gracious,  all  his  dispensations  are  at 
present;  and  while  he  looks  confidently  to  the  end,  the 
peace  of  God  rules  in  his  heart,  to  which  he  is  called  in 
Christ  Jesus,  &c. 

Where,  then,  should  the  guilty  sinner  or  the  troubled 
conscience  flee?  where,  but  to  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  the  world  ?  What  peace  can  the  sinner 
possess,  while  sin  is  in  the  heart  and  guilt  in  the  conscience? 
This  will  embitter  every  pleasure.  Who  can  speak  peace  to 
the  guilty  sinner,  but  he  who  can  say,  “  Son,  or  daughter, 
thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee  ?  ”  This  the  Friend  of  sinners 
can  alone  do  :  “  I  have  redeemed  thee  (says  he);  therefore 
return  unto  me :  I  will  blot  out  thine  iniquities  as  a  cloud, 
and  as  a  thick  cloud  thy  sins.”  The  heart  of  a  man  who 
is  not  at  peace  with  God  must  be  a  gloomy  abode  of  dis¬ 
quietude  and  fear,  though  in  the  midst  of  gaiety  and  mirth: 
every  appearance  of  joy  without  this,  or  separated  from 
this,  is  but  a  false  appearance  of  happiness,  a  deceit  which 
a  few  days  will  detect  and  expose.  If  he  flee  from  sin 
by  his  duties  or  the  confidence  of  self-righteousness,  all 
his  works  of  righteousness  will  afford  but  a  miserable  and 
insufficient  foundation  of  hope  to  a  sinner ;  when  tried  by 
the  demands  of  the  Law,  upon  them  all  must  be  written, 
TeJcel,  they  are  weighed  in  the  balances  and  found  want¬ 
ing  ;  yet  will  the  sinner  remain  under  the  curse  of  the 
broken  law  :  and  what  peace  can  there  be  in  such  a  state 
but  what  arises  from  ignorance  and  pride  ? — a  peace  which 
must  be  broken  in  order  to  drive  the  sinner  to  Christ  for 
salvation,  or  which  will  be  broken  in  the  great  day  to  our 
eternal  destruction.  And  what  peace  can  the  world  give  ? 
Place  a  man  in  the  midst  of  pleasures,  gaiety,  and  amuse- 
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ments,  in  possession  of  all  the  riches,  honours,  and  enjoy¬ 
ments  which  the  world  can  give,  it  is  but  for  a  time  :  in 
themselves  they  are  changing  and  transitory ;  the  sweetest 
enjoyments  of  life  are  the  quickest  faded,  like  the  bloom¬ 
ing  and  the  dying  flowers.  (1  Pet.  i.  24.)  But  were  they 
substantial  and  enduring,  in  a  little  time  we  should  be 
placed  in  circumstances  unsuited  to  the  enjoyment  of  them, 
and  where  we  must  leave  them  all  behind  us  for  ever. 
The  very  thought  embitters  the  possession  ;  and  when  the 
hour  of  trial  comes,  it  is  the  sting  of  death  ! 

“  Lean  not  on  earth,  ’twill  pierce  thee  to  the  heart  : 

A  broken  reed  at  best,  ofttime  a  spear; 

On  its  sharp  point  peace  bleeds,  and  hope  expires.” 

But  yonder  is  the  Prince  of  Peace!  his  blood,  his  cross, 
his  throne,  his  atonement,  his  righteousness,  his  grace,  his 
Spirit,  and  his  salvation,  can  effect  thy  peace,  and  secure 
it  for  ever.  Seek  him,  and  thou  shall  find  it.  This  is  the 
Friend  we  need,  ready  to  help  us.  The  humble  penitent 
that  tries  his  truth  and  grace,  shall  not  try  it  in  vain  ; 
acquaint  thyself  now  with  him,  and  be  at  peace.  (Job 
xxii,  21.)  Blessed  be  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  hath  taken 
away  the  sin  of  the  world ;  and,  by  his  one  sacrifice,  hath 
perfected  for  ever  them  who  are  sanctified. 

If  Jesus  be  my  friend,  my  joys  are  secure ;  I  have  peace 
with  God  through  Jesus,  being  justified  by  faith.  I  have 
access  into  his  grace,  and  stand  therein,  and  may  rejoice 
in  hope  of  his  glory  :  nay,  under  his  love,  care,  and  bless¬ 
ing,  I  may  glory  in  tribulation  also  ;  knowing  that  tribu¬ 
lation  worketh  patience,  and  patience  experience,  and 
experience  hope.  Am  1  brought  to  this  ?  is  my  heart  at 
peace  with  God  ?  Then  I  shall  be  at  peace  with  his  law, 
with  his  gospel,  and  with  his  providence,  for  the  God  of 
peace  will  be  with  me.  — Believer,  you  know  the  ground 
on  which  it  rests,  enter  then  into  your  obligation  ;  let 
faith  realize  the  consolation  ;  and  for  this  purpose  study 
the  word  of  Christ ;  contemplate  the  character,  work,  and 
offices  of  Christ ;  secure  the  warrant  he  gives  you  for  faith, 
and  trust  his  faithful  promise ;  and  your  peace  will  be  secure 
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and  perpetual.  Repine  not  at  thy  present  trials,  for  here 
is  not  thy  rest ;  these  are  often  his  means  of  effecting-  thy 
permanent  good.  He  can  speak  peace  to  thee  under  all ; 
he  can  give  thee  certain  enjoyment;  and  many  of  his  saints 
have  found  the  time  of  earthly  troubles  to  have  been  the 
sweetest  time  of  spiritual  and  heavenly  peace.  Then  look 
forward;  soon  shall  he  say,  “  Come  up,  hither leave  all 
thy  sorrow  and  thy  sin  behind,  and  enter  the  realms  of 
eternal  peace.  There  shall  you  discern  the  wisdom  and 
love  which  have  directed  all  his  dispensations.  Let  faith 
realize  this  as  you  proceed,  a  stranger  and  pilgrim  on  the 
earth  ;  and  soon  shall  you  quit  the  scenes  of  darkness,  for 
the  bright,  the  eternal  abodes  of  the  Prince  of  Peace . 
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$lant  of  llntolon. 

The  beauties  of  nature,  which  the  field  and  garden  supply, 
are  the  most  pleasing  to  the  view,  and  most  grateful  to 
every  sense.  From  them  the  Scriptures  borrow  their 
most  beautiful  imagery,  their  most  apposite  allusions,  and 
their  most  striking  illustrations.  But  amidst  the  beauties 
of  the  field  and  garden,  there  are  some  which  rise  above 
the  rest,  in  form,  fragrance,  and  utility.  Thus  it  is  with 
Jesus:  though  compared  to  several  of  the  delightful  pro¬ 
ductions  of  nature,  yet  in  every  respect  he  hath  the  pre¬ 
eminence  ;  wherein  they  excel,  he  is  above  them.  He  hath 
a  name  above  every  name,  a  throne  above  every  throne,  a 
kingdom  above  every  kingdom,  a  glory  above  every  glory. 
If,  among  the  plants  of  the  earthly  garden,  some  resem¬ 
blance  is  found  to  his  person  and  his  graces,  it  is  but  a 
faint  representation  of  Him  who  flourishes  in  the  heavenly 
paradise  as  the  Plant  of  Renoivn. 

When  the  returning  season  renews  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  spring  advances  with  its  life-restoring  influences,  we 
see  the  various  beauties  of  the  vegetable  world  spreading 
over  the  face  of  nature  ;  the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth, 
and  the  scene  and  fragrance  recal  the  melody  of  the  tribe 
of  air,  revive  the  animal  spirits,  and  invite  us  to  contem¬ 
plation.  So  may  the  consideration  of  this  Plant  of  Re¬ 
nown,  in  whom  all  the  excellencies  of  nature  are  infinitely 
exceeded,  revive  our  souls,  refresh  our  hopes,  and  fill  us 
with  the  calm  serenity  of  heavenly  peace  and  holy  delight. 

To  learn  his  excellencies  is  the  highest  wisdom  ;  to  have 
a  taste  for  the  contemplation  and  enjoyment  of  them,  is  the 
happiness  of  the  regenerate  heart  alone  ;  to  learn  and  to 
vol.  hi.  x 
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taste  more  and  more  of  them,  is  the  highest  pleasure  of  the 
believer  on  earth,  and  the  supreme  source  of  the  felicity 
of  the  glorified  believer  above. 

A  plant  is  renowned  either  for  its  root,  or  its  stem,  or 
its  flower,  or  its  leaves,  or  its  fruit,  or  its  shade :  few  are 
remarkable  for  more  than  one  or  two  of  these  circum¬ 
stances  ;  but  in  the  figurative  language  of  Scripture,  when 
the  Lord  Jesus  is  represented  under  this  allusion,  he  is 
renowned  for  them  all. 

The  root  is  that  by  which  a  plant  is  supported,  and  from 
whence  its  juices  arise  to  supply  all  its  various  parts  :  it  is 
therefore  figuratively  used  to  denote  that  which  is  the 
cause,  the  source  of  any  thing  ;  and  in  application  to  Christ 
it  marks  out  his  Divine  power.  Hence  he  is  called  the  Root 
of  Jesse,  the  Root  of  David  (i.  e.  no  doubt,  he  who  gave 
being  to  him  and  to  his  family),  though  in  his  human 
nature  he  condescended  to  be  his  offspring :  it  leads  us, 
therefore,  to  the  direct  contemplation  of  his  eternity,  “  his 
essential  existence,”  his  Eternal  Power  and  Godhead. 
Though  the  root  be  hidden,  yet  all  the  excellencies  we 
behold  in  the  plant  depend  upon  it ;  from  hence  they  arise, 
and  by  this  they  are  supported  ;  and  once  separated  from 
the  root,  they  die  and  vanish  away :  the  Divine  power  of  the 
blessed  Jesus  is  that  which  constitutes  his  fitness  and 
ability  for  his  work,  the  source  of  his  mediatorial  glories, 
and  of  all  his  communicative  excellencies.  We  adore  him  as 
Immanuel,  God  with  us;  as  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour ; 
though  the  child  born,  we  call  him,  with  the  Prophet,  the 
mighty  God,  and  glory  to  worship  him  as  such.  Hence 
he  arose  from  the  feeble  state  of  infancy,  till  he  vindicated 
his  right,  and  took  possesion  of  the  throne  above.  Thus 
he  proclaims  his  own  renown  by  the  Prophet :  “  Look 
unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  for  I  am  God.”  (Isa.  xlv.  22.) 
And  the  Apostles  publish  the  same,  in  the  first  tidings 
of  salvation  to  Gentile  sinners,  “  preaching  peace  by  Jesus 
Christ :  he  is  Lord  of  all.”  (Acts  x.  36.)  Hence  we  have 
the  confidence  in  his  mediatorial  all-sufficiency,  “  that  he 
is  able  to  save  unto  the  uttermost  all  who  come  unto  God 
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by  him,”  &c.  He,  who  in  his  incarnation,  humiliation,  and 
death,  was  despised  and  rejected  of  men;  in  his  resurrection 
and  glory  discovers  his  true  dignity,  takes  to  himself  his 
great  power,  and  becomes  renowned  as  Jehovah  our 
righteousness  and  our  salvation.  But  what  immediately 
proceeds  from  the  root,  and  which  first  strikes  our  view,  is. 
The  stem  or  stock,  by  which  the  virtue  is  conveyed  to  the 
branches.  There  he  is  renowned  for  firmness  and  stability, 
eternal  strength,  and  infinite  capacity  of  supply.  This  may 
allude  to  his  first  appearances  in  the  relations  which  he 
undertook  to  bear  mediatorially  to  his  people,  in  which  he 
discovers  himself  as  suited  to  our  dependence,  with  an  all- 
sufficiency  of  mediatorial  excellency,  supported  by  the  power 
of  his  Divine  nature.  Here  we  contemplate  what  constitutes 
the  great  glory  of  the  Divine  radiancy.  He  is  the  stock 
into  which  all  his  people  are  engrafted ;  by  which  alone  they 
are  quickened;  whence  they  derive  their  spiritual  life, 
beauty,  and  fruitfulness ;  and  upon  whom  they  are  as  de¬ 
pendent,  as  the  branches  of  a  tree  are  upon  the  root  or 
stem  for  all  their  vegetative  juices.  Upon  this  emblem  our 
Lord  himself  has  enlarged  in  a  most  interesting,  instructive 
manner :  “  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches;  without  me 
(separate  from  me)  ye  can  do  nothing:  by  abiding  in  me, 
ye  bring  forth  much  fruit.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit 
of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine ;  no  more  can  ye,  ex¬ 
cept  ye  abide  in  me.”  (See  John  xv.  1 — 7.)  AVith  this 
agrees  the  beautiful  description  of  the  prophet  Hosea  (xiv. 
5 — 8.)  Though  represented  by  another  allusion,  the  vege¬ 
tative  influence  of  the  dew,  the  spiritual  design  is  the  same, 
as  it  represents  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  cause  of  life, 
beauty,  vigour,  strength,  and  fruitfulness  to  his  Israel;  from 
whom  alone  his  fruit  is  formed.  Thus  this  righteous  Branch 
of  David,  is  Jehovah  the  Lord  our  righteousness.  Engrafted 
into  him,  we  derive  from  him  that  perfect  righteousness 
which  justifies  our  persons,  and  adorns  us  in  the  sight  of 
God  ;  and  receive  continually  from  his  communication  the 
grace  to  love  righteousness,  and  practise  righteousness, 
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and  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteousness,  which  are^ 
through  Jesus  Christ,  to  the  glory  and  praise  of  God. 

He  is  renowned  for  the  flowers  of  beauty  and  of  fra¬ 
grance.  In  that  day,  says  the  prophet,  alluding  to  his  in¬ 
carnation,  the  Branch  of  the  Lord  shall  be  beauty  and 
glory.  As  the  flowers  are  the  beauty  of  the  plant,  so  all 
his  admirable  perfections  and  excellent  qualities  constitute 
him  altogether  lovely.  Once,  indeed,  he  grew  up  as  a 
tender  plant,  and  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground,  which,  as 
it  supplies  but  little  moisture,  renders  the  plant  weak  and 
feeble  :  as  he  grew  out  of  the  earth,  in  his  human  nature, 
he  had  no  beauty  discernible  but  to  the  attentive  eye ;  and 
now,  in  his  infinite  excellency,  he  has  no  beauty,  but  to 
the  spiritual  mind  and  the  eye  of  faith.  But  as  a  plant 
will  naturally  grow,  and  increase  to  the  perfection  of  its 
kind;  so  he  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature,  and  in  favour 
with  God  and  man.  Even  on  earth  some  buds  of  his  glory 
appeared,  the  presages  of  his  true  dignity  and  excellency, 
“  till  he  is  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Spirit  of  holiness,  by  the  resurrection  from 
the  dead.”  Then  he  rose  to  the  throne  of  God,  in  all  the 
perfections  of  his  mediatorial  glory.  There,  in  his  Divine 
person,  all  the  glories  of  the  Divine  nature  unite  with  all 
the  graces  of  the  human  nature ;  all  the  excellencies  of 
heaven  and  earth  unite  together,  to  delight  his  people. 
The  beauties  of  his  person,  of  his  perfection,  of  his  work, 
character,  and  offices,  are  as  grateful  to  the  eye  of  faith,  in 
the  spiritual  mind,  as  all  the  beauties  of  nature  are  to  the 
eye  of  sense.  But  not  only  is  he  delightful  to  the  eye,  but 
to  every  faculty  and  power  of  perception,  in  the  renewed 
mind.  Thy  name,  says  the  believer  of  his  Lord,  is  as  oint¬ 
ment  poured  forth,  as  a  bundle  of  myrrh  in  my  bosom,  as 
the  cluster  of  camphire,  sweeter  than  all  the  sweet  spices 
of  Arabia. 

As  the  sweet  odours  of  nature  delight  the  sense,  and 
seem  even  to  calm  the  soul,  when  we  walk  amidst  their 
rich  perfumes;  so  the  presence  of  Jesus,  in  his  word,  in  his 
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gospel,  and  in  all  his  ordinances,  accompanied  with  the  be¬ 
lieving’  view  of  his  person,  bring  the  sweetest  peace  and 
most  tranquil  joy  to  the  mind  of  the  believer.  “  To  them 
who  believe  he  is  precious “  whom  having-  not  seen, 
we  love  ;  in  whom,  though  now  we  see  him  not,  yet,  be¬ 
lieving,  we  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.” 
(1  Pet.  i.  8.) 

This  Plant  is  also  renowned  for  the  healing  virtue,  even 
of  its  leaves.  In  that  beautiful  description  of  the  tree  of 
life,  which  occurs  in  Rev.  xxii.  2,  it  is  said,  “  And  the 
leaves  of  the  tree  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.”  He 
is  indeed  that  living  Tree,  planted  beside  the  waters,  whose 
leaf  shall  not  wither,  but  continue  in  perpetual  viridity, 
and  maintain  its  eternal  virtue.  This  renders  him  pecu¬ 
liarly  suitable  to  the  soul  which  feels  the  malady,  and  fears 
the  fatal  effects  of  the  disease,  of  sin.  Thus  the  Psalmist 
called  up  his  soul  to  rejoice  and  glory  in  him  :  “  Bless  the 
Lord,  O  my  soul ;  and  all  that  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy 
name  and  “  bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all 
his  benefits  ;  who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities,  who  healeth 
all  thy  diseases .”  (Ps.  ciii.  1 — 3.)  On  earth  he  shewed  his 
power  to  heal :  none  who  came  to  him,  however  afflicted, 
though  on  the  borders  of  death,  were  beyond  his  power  ;  or 
were,  however  poor,  beneath  his  compassion ;  and,  when 
he  pleased,  by  his  sovereign  word  the  dead  revived  to  life. 
At  the  same  time,  he  gave  the  most  plain  intimation  of  his 
power  to  heal  all  the  sorrows  of  the  mind,  when  he  accom¬ 
panied  his  miracle  of  healing  on  the  body  with  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  pardoning  mercy  to  the  soul :  Son,  daughter,  thy 
sins  are  forgiven  thee.  Still  let  the  guilty  dying  sinner 
come  to  him  ;  and  whosoever  cometh,  he  will  in  no  wise 
cast  out.  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  from  all  sin; 
he  justifieth  from  all  things ;  and  the  promise  of  the  new 
covenant  is,  I  will  subdue  all  their  iniquities,  and  cast  all 
their  sins  into  the  depths  of  the  sea. 

When  this  virtue  is  represented  as  residing  in  the  very 
leaves  of  this  Tree,  we  may  consider  it  as  designed  to 
give  us  a  most  exalted  view  of  the  amazing  glory  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  power  and  efficacy  of  his  salva- 
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tion.  The  sovereign,  the  efficacious,  the  universally  healing 
balm,  which  healeth  all  that  come  under  its  influence, 
drops,  as  it  were,  from  the  very  leaves,  or  remains  even  in 
that  which  is  esteemed  the  least  valuable  part  of  the  tree, 
and  to  which  we  are  used  to  pay  the  least  attention.  But 
when  prepared  for  us  in  the  ministry  of  the  word,  by  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  alleviates  every  pain,  dissi¬ 
pates  every  fear,  softens  every  sorrow  of  the  mind,  heals 
every  rankling  wound  of  conscience,  restores  to  perfect 
soundness,  and  gives  the  sweetest  peace  in  the  confidence 
of  everlasting  health  and  vigour.  That  which  heals  now, 
can  and  will  preserve  for  ever  :  “I  give  unto  my  sheep 
eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never  perish.”  Its  healing 
efficacy  can  never  be  lost,  and  shall  never  be  withdrawn, 
till  everlasting  life  and  glory  consummate  the  life  of  grace. 
To  dwell  continually  near  this  Tree  of  Life,  and  to  use  the 
healing  remedy  in  faith,  will,  in  proportion  to  the  exercise 
of  faith,  secure  the  vigour  and  spiritual  strength  of  the 
believer  now,  will  increase  the  exercises  and  the  joys  of 
the  spiritual  life  on  earth ;  and  he  who  most  applies  the 
sovereign  provision,  by  faith,  shall  live  most  happy,  most 
holy,  and  most  secure,  and  enjoy  the  sweetest  earnest  of 
the  heavenly  life  above.  Lord,  increase  our  faith ! 

This  Plant  is  also  renowned  for  the  rich  provision  of  its 
fruits.  It  is  represented  therefore  as  bearing  twelve 
manner  of  fruits,  and  yielding  its  fruit  every  month,  to  de¬ 
note  the  abundance,  the  freshness,  the  variety,  and  the  per¬ 
petuity  of  its  produce.  And  what  can  this  description  be  de¬ 
signed  to  impress  upon  our  minds,  but  the  fulness  and  all- 
sufficiency  of  the  Redeemer,  for  all  the  wants  of  his  people, 
for  time  and  for  eternity  ?  that  in  him  is  infinite  fulness, 
never  to  be  exhausted,  ever  ready  to  be  communicated, 
rising  new  and  fresh,  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  redeem¬ 
ed  sinners,  and  the  glorified  souls  of  all  his  people,  for  ever 
and  for  ever  ?  In  the  fulness  of  this  Redeemer  is  treasured 
up  all  that  we  can  want  as  sinners,  or  desire  as  believers  ; 
all  that  can  nourish  and  revive  the  soul ;  the  sweet  fruits  of 
pardoning  love  and  mercy,  of  justifying  righteousness,  of 
peace  with  God,  and  sanctifying  and  strengthening  grace. 
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Spiritual  blessings  and  holy  joys  grow  in  rich  abundance  on 
this  life-giving  Tree,  and  hang  in  richest  clusters  upon  its 
ever-verdant  branches.  In  him  all  fulness  dwells,  and 
dwells  for  us,  that  out  of  his  fulness  we  may  receive,  and 
grace  for  grace.  Faith  feeds  upon  all  the  fruits  of  his 
dying  love,  his  complete  redemption,  and  his  everlasting 
victory ;  and  blesses  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in 
heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus ;  who  supplies  all  our 
need,  according  to  his  riches  in  glory,  by  Christ  Jesus ; 
who  makes  all  grace  abound  to  us,  that  we  may  have  all- 
sufficiency  for  all  things,  &c. ;  who  hath  said,  “  My  grace 
is  sufficient  for  thee  and  who  hath  therefore  treasured  up 
all-sufficiency  in  Jesus  Christ,  to  make  good  his  word  of 
promise.  There,  in  the  promises,  his  fulness  is  set  forth  ; 
and  through  these,  in  the  means  of  his  appointment, 
faith  beholds,  receives,  and  enjoys.  Thus  Jesus  is  all,  and 
Jesus  is  in  all.  To  view  him  thus,  is  the  chief  delight  of  his 
people  ;  to  enjoy  him  as  such,  is  the  highest  felicity  of  earth 
or  heaven ;  and  his  fruits,  in  redeeming  love,  are  most 
“  sweet  nnto  the  taste.” 

But  this  Plant  is  still  further  renowned  for  its  refreshing 
and  protecting  shade  :  “  I  sat  under  his  shadow  with  great 
delight.”  This  is  the  beauty  of  a  tree,  and  renders  it  often 
in  many  situations  most  useful  and  delightful.  When, 
therefore,  our  Lord  represents  his  grace  under  the  simi¬ 
litude  of  the  mustard-seed,  its  complete  excellency  is  set 
forth  by  its  extensive  growth,  and  the  wide-spreading 
shade  of  its  branches.  Thus  the  utility  and  benefits  of  a 
good  government  are  represented  by  the  Prophet  Daniel 
(iv.  10 — 12)  by  the  same  figure  ;  by  a  tree  great  in  strength, 
whose  height  reached  to  the  heaven,  and  the  sight  thereof 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  the  leaves  of  which  were  fair, 
and  the  fruit  thereof  much ;  in  which  was  meat  for  all ; 
under  which  the  beasts  of  the  field  had  shadow,  and  in  the 
boughs  of  which  the  fowls  of  the  heaven  dwelt,  and  on 
which  all  flesh  was  fed.  But  in  no  government  on  earth 
was  this  ever  so  realized  as  it  is  in  the  dominion  of  Him 
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who  is  the  King  of  Sion,  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords.  This  Plant,  though  humble  in  its  first  appearance, 
hath  grown  into  renown,  arid  spreads  its  shade  with  infinite 
extent,  if  we  may  so  say,  for  the  sure  protection  of  all  his 
people.  As  such,  by  another  but  an  analogous  allusion,  he 
is  compared  to  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land. 
How  pleasing  the  idea !  The  traveller  is  passing  through 
a  scorching  clime  ;  but  under  the  refreshing  shade  of  this 
lofty  mountain,  which  extends  through  all  his  way,  he  finds 
a  protecting  shelter.  So  the  tree,  which  once  appeared 
but  as  the  first  shoot  of  the  grain  of  mustard-seed,  is  repre¬ 
sented  as  filling  the  whole  earth,  that  no  place  might  be 
thought  to  exclude  from  its  protection  or  provision.  Let 
the  believer  come  by  faith  under  its  shadow,  and  no  longer 
shall  guilty  fear,  or  the  heat  of  temptation,  or  the  over¬ 
powering  influence  of  trial,  or  sorrow,  or  affliction,  con¬ 
sume  and  exhaust  his  spirits.  Here  is  safety,  quietness, 
and  rest ;  his  covenant  love,  his  almighty  power,  his  infinite 
wisdom,  his  abiding  grace,  shall  sweetly  cover  and  refresh 
the  soul,  and  protect  it  from  all  the  evils  of  this  inhospi¬ 
table  world :  he  shall  be  the  hiding-place  from  the  wind, 
and  the  covert  from  the  tempest :  he  will  bear  the  beating 
of  the  storm  himself,  and  his  people  shall  be  safely  shelter¬ 
ed  under  his  shade,  through  this  weary  land,  till  sin  and 
sorrow  are  no  more. 

This  is  the  glorious  Plant,  whose  renown  is  spread 
abroad  for  beauty  and  utility,  and  whose  virtues  shall 
extend  to  the  world  of  glory.  We  cannot  be  mistaken 
as  to  its  virtues ;  for  it  is  God  himself  who  testifies  of 
them,  and  calls  us  to  behold  them.  At  his  baptism,  at 
his  transfiguration,  in  his  resurrection  and  his  final  ex¬ 
altation,  his  glories  were  attested  by  the  voice  and  the 
power  of  God.  He  hath  set  him  forth  as  the  propitia¬ 
tion,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  &c.  He  hath  constituted 
him  our  wisdom,  our  righteousness,  our  sanctification,  and 
redemption.  It  was  the  will  of  the  Father,  that  in  him 
all  fulness  should  dwell ;  and  it  is  the  testimony  of  God, 
that  all  blessings  are  treasured  up  in  him.  His  word,  the 
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word  of  his  Gospel,  spreads  his  renown  throughout  the 
earth.  This  is  the  testimony  of  Jesus.  From  the  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  end,  its  whole  design  is  to  glorify  Jesus. 
Here  he  is  presented  to  our  faith  as  the  Alpha  and 
Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the  End ;  as  in  his  person, 
in  his  work,  in  his  redeeming  love,  in  his  condescension, 
in  his  cross,  in  his  mediatorial  character  and  offices,  the 
suitable  Saviour  of  sinners.  His  glory,  as  one  in  the 
Godhead,  and  as  Immanuel,  God  with  us  ;  his  salvation ; 
and  the  glories  of  his  kingdom;  are  the  grand  subjects 
to  which  it  calls  our  attention.  The  record  of  God,  which 
runs  through  the  whole,  is  only  this,  that  God  hath  given 
unto  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son  ;  that  there 
is  salvation  in  no  other,  neither  any  other  name  under 
heaven  by  which  we  must  be  saved,  &c. ;  but  whosoever 
believeth  in  him  shall  not  perish,  but  shall  have  ever¬ 
lasting  life.  Thus,  in  the  word  of  the  Gospel,  his  re¬ 
nown  is  spread  abroad  throughout  all  the  world,  wherever 
that  Gospel  comes.  Soon  may  it  spread  from  shore  to 
shore,  till  all  shall  know  him!  But,  alas!  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  few,  very  few  comparatively,  can  dis¬ 
cern  his  glories.  It  is  the  eye  of  faith  alone  that  beholds 
him  aright;  and  to  them  only  who  believe,  he  is  precious. 
There  must  be  a  suitable  sense  to  taste  the  sweets  of 
nature,  or  their  most  delightful  savours  or  odour  will 
be  but  insipid.  There  must  be  an  eye  to  see  the  beau¬ 
ties  of  nature,  or,  surrounded  with  them  all,  there  will 
but  a  dreary  scene  present  itself  to  the  mind.  Thus  it 
is  with  the  world  at  large ;  they  see  no  beauty  why  they 
should  desire  him,  though  surrounded  by  all  his  glories, 
and  all  the  discoveries  of  his  glories  in  the  word  of  the 
Gospel.  For  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the 
eyes  of  them  which  believe  not,  lest  the  light  of  the 
glorious  Gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  God, 
should  shine  upon  them.  Therefore  the  natural  man  re- 
ceiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  for  as  yet 
they  are  foolishness  unto  him,  because  they  are  spiritually 
discerned.  And  if  we  know  the  things  which  are  freely 
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given  to  us  of  God,  it  is  because  we  have  received,  not 
the  spirit  of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God. 
(1  Cor.  ii.  10 — 12.)  Faith,  that  gift  of  Jesus,  that  work 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  the  spiritual  eye  of  the  soul, 
whereby  his  glories  are  seen.  Faith,  discovering  our 
need,  observes  his  corresponding  suitableness;  and  this 
makes  him  so  precious  in  his  person,  work,  character, 
and  offices,  to  the  believing  mind.  This,  indeed,  is  the 
great  proof  of  spiritual  life,  when  Christ  is  beloved  and 
precious  to  the  soul.  The  answer  to  that  question,  What 
think  ye  of  Christ?  will  therefore  determine  our  present 
state  before  God,  and  the  solidity  of  our  future  hopes. 
Every  believer  will  say,  with  the  Apostle,  as  partaking 
of  the  same  spirit,  “  I  account  all  things  but  loss  for  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord, 
&c.  that  I  may  win  Christ,  and  may  be  found  in  him.” 
Such  a  spirit  and  temper  is  a  proof  of  spiritual  discern¬ 
ment,  by  the  teaching  and  influence  of  that  Holy  Spirit, 
whose  office  it  is  to  testify  of  Jesus,  and  who  shines  into 
the  heart,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
of  God  as  it  appears  in  the  person  and  face  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Happy  those  who  thus  by  him  are  endowed  with 
spiritual  senses  “  to  discern  spiritual  things  and  who, 
therefore,  love  to  contemplate  all  the  varied  excellencies 
of  the  Redeemer’s  person,  work,  and  glory !  These  de¬ 
light  to  bear  their  testimony,  and  to  spread  his  fame 
abroad  ;  the  more  they  know  of  him,  the  more  they  love 
him  and  delight  to  publish  his  renown  ;  and  the  more 
they  contemplate,  the  more  they  discern  his  excellencies 
and  perfections.  If  a  careless  world  inquire.  What  is 
thy  Beloved  more  than  another’s  beloved?  they  answer. 
He  is  the  chief  among  ten  thousand;  what  is  he  not? 
for  he  is  altogether  lovely  :  this  is  my  Beloved,  and  this  is 
my  Friend ! 

“  They  tell  to  sinners  all  around, 

What  a  dear  Saviour  they  have  found.” 

They  can  testify  that  they  have  found  him  to  be  what 
his  word  represents  him.  We  sought,  we  found  him;  we 
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experienced  his  grace  and  faithfulness,  and  have  beheld 
and  can  testify  of  his  glory.  What  we  have  seen  and 
heard  declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye  also  may  have  fellow¬ 
ship  with  us,  &c.  (1  John  i.  3,  &c.) :  or,  like  the  Psalmist, 
O  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  exalt  his  name 
together.  I  sought  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  me,  and 
delivered  me  from  all  my  fears :  they  looked  unto  him 
and  were  lightened,  &c. :  this  poor  man  cried,  and  the 
Lord  heard  him,  and  the  Angel  Jehovah,  &c.  O  taste 
and  see  that  the  Lord  is  gracious  ;  blessed  indeed  is  the 
man  who  trusteth  in  him.  (See  Ps.  xxiv.  1—8,  &c.)  If, 
then,  we  value  those  who  are  the  authors  of  any  won¬ 
derful  discovery  to  us,  how  should  we  bless  God  for  the 
manifestation  of  the  glory  of  Christ  in  his  Gospel !  This 
is  the  most  important  discovery  to  the  peace,  the  welfare, 
the  salvation  of  man  ;  the  only  discovery  of  hope,  of  joy, 
of  true  blessedness,  and  of  safety.  Blessed  be  God,  then, 
for  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  exhibits 
to  us  the  glories  of  this  salvation,  the  fulness  of  his  grace, 
and  the  design  of  the  whole,  for  us  men  and  for  our  sal¬ 
vation.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  unspeakable  gift  ! 

But  in  what  light  do  we  look  upon  this  Plant  of  Renown  ? 
Is  there  in  our  heart  a  concurrence  with  God’s  testimony 
concerning  him?  Do  we  view  him  in  the  light  in  which 
he  is  represented  in  his  word,  and  in  which  all  his  people 
have  always  beheld  him  ?  Have  we  seen  his  glory,  per¬ 
ceived  by  spiritual  senses  the  savour  of  his  name ;  and 
tasted  with  a  spiritual  appetite  the  riches  of  his  grace  ?  If 
so,  we  shall,  we  do,  value  him  above  all,  and  place  in  him 
all  our  dependence.  Every  thing  will  be  precious  as  con¬ 
nected  with  him ;  his  word,  his  ordinances,  his  people,  yea, 
all  the  directions  of  his  word,  and  the  laws  and  precepts  of 
his  lips.  Thus  only  can  we  judge  and  conclude  that  we 
know  him  aright,  or  have  a  saving  interest  in  his  blessings 
of  salvation.  We  shall  adore  him  in  the  root  of  his  Divine 
power  and  Godhead ;  the  stem  of  his  covenant  union  with 
his  people ;  the  admirable  perfections  and  excellencies 
which,  as  the  flowers  of  a  beautiful  plant,  constitute  his 
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glory  and  beauty  to  the  eye  of  faith,  the  leaves  of  which 
are  for  the  healing  of  our  souls  ;  the  abundant  fruits  ot  his 
redeeming  love  ;  and  the  delightful  covert  of  his  refreshing 
and  protecting  shadow.  In  all  the  glories  which  he  dis¬ 
plays  as  God  our  Saviour,  our  hearts,  formed  into  a  cor¬ 
respondent  taste,  will  delight  to  contemplate  him,  but  still 
more  to  enjoy  his  blessings.  This  has  been  the  experience 
and  the  sentiment  of  his  saints  :  they  all  have  Christ  dwell¬ 
ing  in  their  hearts  by  faith,  and  are  desirous  of  being  rooted 
and  grounded  more  and  more  in  his  love.  They  all  have 
a  comprehension,  though  in  a  measure  far  beneath  its  true 
glory,  of  the  breadth  and  length  and  depth  and  height ;  and 
know  somewhat,  though  but  little,  of  that  love  of  Christ 
which  passeth  knowledge,  and  wait  the  full  enjoyment  of 
it  above,  when  they  shall  be  tilled  with  all  the  fulness  of 
God.  (Eph.  iii.  16 — 19.) 

Soon  shall  the  name  and  virtue  of  this  Redeemer  be 
renowned  through  all  the  earth.  The  time  shall  come 
when  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall  cover  the  earth  as 
the  waters  do  the  seas ;  when  all  shall  know  him ;  when 
this  Tree,  which  long  was  but  as  the  grain  of  mustard-seed 
first  springing  from  the  earth,  which  is  now  so  limited  in  its 
growth  and  extent,  shall  spread  its  branches  over  all  the 
earth.  Then  all  his  beauty,  fragrance,  and  healing  virtue 
shall  be  known  ;  and  his  protecting  influence  overshadow 
his  universal  church,  till  he  shine  in  all  his  glory,  amidst 
angels  and  the  spirits  of  the  just,  in  the  paradise  above. 
He  is  now  the  object  of  adoring  contemplation  and  worship 
to  the  angels  which  surround  his  throne.  When  Jehovah 
brought  the  First-begotten  into  the  world,  he  gave  the 
command,  “  Let  all  the  angels  of  God  worship  him:” 
when  he  raised  him  to  his  throne,  he  gave  him  a  name 
above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven  and  things  in  earth  and 
things  under  the  earth,  &c. ;  and,  in  the  world  of  glory, 
his  renown  now  claims  the  adoration  of  all  its  principalities 
arid  powers  in  heavenly  places.  But  the  angels  round  the 
.throne  shall  soon  be  joined  by  the  innumerable  multitude 
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of  the  redeemed  from  among  men  ;  and  every  creature 
shall  join  the  song,  saying  with  a  loud  voice,  “  Worthy  is 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and 
wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing. 
Blessing,  honour,  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  Him  that 
sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  for  ever 
and  ever.” 

Thou  blessed  Jesus,  thou  Plant  of  Renown,  the  highest 
of  thy  renown  upon  earth  is  but  a  part  of  thy  glory.  How 
little  do  we  conceive  or  know  of  thee !  May  I  know  still 
more  and  more  of  thee,  that  I  may  love  and  delight  in 
thee  more  and  more  ;  so  all-sufficient,  so  rich  in  every 
blessing !  Let  it  be  my  delight  to  spread  thy  fame  abroad, 
in  gratitude,  love,  and  holy  zeal,  till  I  behold  thee  in  all 
thy  glory ;  then  shall  I  adore  and  praise  thee  better,  thou 
Plant  of  eternal  Renown  ! 
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ESSAY  IX. 

SHtar. 

It  is  most  certain,  that  all  the  circumstances  of  the  taber- 

/ 

nacle  and  the  temple  service  were  designed  to  prefigure 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  So  the  Apostle  has  plainly  told  us  : 
“  they  were  shadows  of  good  things  to  come,  the  body  of 
which  was  Christ.”  (Col.  ii.  17.)  And  throughout  the 
whole  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  he  has  given  an  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  leading  features  of  similarity  in  the  principal 
offices  and  ceremonies.  As  the  whole  of  these  were 
expressly  of  Divine  appointment,  we  cannot  but  suppose 
that  there  must  have  been  a  wisdom  in  them,  suitable  to 
the  dignity  of  Him  who  gave  them  ;  and  yet  it  would  be 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  discover  any  thing  like  this, 
if  we  consider  them  merely  in  themselves.  They  appear 
only  as  carnal  and  worldly  ordinances,  and  rudiments  of 
the  world,  unworthy  of  so  much  attention,  such  solemn 
observance,  and  such  sacred  sanctions ;  but,  gilded  by  the 
rays  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  this  dark  cloud  appears 
adorned  with  beauty  and  with  glory.  While  we  behold 
the  ceremonies  of  the  Law  as  pointing  us  to  Christ  J esus  ; 
while  the  Gospel  of  Christ  points  us  back  to  the  Law  for 
the  rudiments  of  Christian  instruction,  as  the  Divine  ordi¬ 
nance  by  which  the  glories  of  his  person,  office,  and  work 
were  held  forth ;  they  beautifully  illustrate  and  confirm 
each  other.  Here  and  there  we  behold  the  traces  of  the 
future  Saviour :  we  behold  in  mild  and  gentle  beams  some 
representation  of  his  varied  excellency,  and  see  how  the 
ancient  believers  “  beheld  his  day,”  and  rejoiced  in  his 
salvation. 

Here  a  most  delightful  view  unfolds  itself  to  us,  of  the 
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varied  wisdom  of  God  ;  not  only  in  the  figurative  design 
of  the  dispensation  itself,  but  by  discovering  to  us  how  all 
the  dispensations  of  God  concur  in  carrying  on  one  great 
plan  of  redeeming  love.  We  see,  that  ever  since  the  fall 
of  man,  and  the  promise  of  redemption,  there  has  been 
but  one  Saviour,  one  Redeemer,  one  object  of  faith,  hope, 
and  dependence,  held  forth  to  a  penitent  sinner.  Through 
their  sacrifices  they  looked  to  the  great  Antitype,  and 
found  complete  salvation  ;  and  we  can  only  follow  their 
faith  under  the  brighter  dispensation  of  the  Gospel ;  and 
while  we  behold  the  actual  person  and  work  of  the  Saviour, 
we  may  nevertheless  receive  instruction  by  comparing  this 
with  the  ceremonies  and  institutions  which  were  intended 
as  figurative  representations  of  them. 

Among  the  utensils  and  furniture  of  the  sacred  edifices, 
the  altars  were  the  most  conspicuous ;  and  the  Apostle  has 
given  us  the  hint,  that  these  also  were  designed  to  shadow 
forth  the  person  and  the  work  of  Christ.  No  doubt  they 
represented  his  offering,  and  that  which  supported  and 
rendered  it  acceptable  unto  God  ;  and  his  complete  media¬ 
tion  is  the  altar  upon  which  alone  our  services  can  be  pre¬ 
sented.  “We  have  an  altar,”  says  the  Apostle,  “  whereof 
they  have  no  right  to  eat  which  serve  the  tabernacle far 
superior  to  the  earthly  altars  in  an  earthly  tabernacle  ;  the 
glory  of  which  is  Divine :  on  its  sacred  offerings  we  feast, 
and  there  we  also  present  our  persons  and  services  well¬ 
pleasing  and  acceptable  to  God. 

The  altars  were  of  various  sorts,  of  earth,  of  stone,  of 
brass,  or  of  gold  ;  the  design  of  them  was  two-fold,  either 
to  bear  the  sacrifice,  or  to  sanctify  and  give  virtue  to  it ; 
and  the  two  great  works  or  offices  to  which  they  were 
devoted,  were  either  the  offering  of  sacrifice,  or  of  the 
incense.  In  all  these  we  have  a  beautiful  figure  of  the  sa¬ 
crifice  and  offering  of  Christ,  and  a  representation  of  our 
offerings  through  him. 

The  first  altars  appointed  for  sacrifice  or  burnt-offering, 
appear  to  have  been  altars  of  earth,  or  stone ;  such,  no 
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doubt,  were  the  altars  which  were  erected  in  various 
places  by  the  piety  of  the  patriarchs  (Gen.  viii.  20 ;  xii. 
7;  xxii.  9 ;  xxvi.  25;  xxxiii.  20;  xxxv.  7):  and  such 
was  that  first  appointed  by  God,  during  the  sojourning  of 
Israel  in  the  wilderness  (Exod.  xx.  24,  25),  till  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  tabernacle,  when  it  was  appointed  to  be  of 
brass  (xxvii.  1,  &c.) ;  but  if  of  stone,  no  tool  was  to  be 
lifted  up  upon  it.  (Exod.  xx.  25.)  This  might  be  intended 
to  signify  that  simplicity  of  worship  is  most  acceptable 
in  the  sight  of  God  ;  or  to  teach  us  that  none  of  our 
inventions,  or  supposed  excellencies,  can  add  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  great  Sacrifice  for  sin.  But  perhaps  the  prin¬ 
cipal  design  was  to  lead  them  to  the  humiliation  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  when  he  appeared  to  bear  our  sins, 
and  to  put  them  away  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself.  The 
altar  of  brass  might,  however,  mark  out  his  dignity  and 
power,  as  brass  is  frequently  used  to  denote  strength. 
(Mic.  iv.  13;  Zech.  vi.  1;  Rev.  i.  15.)  It  signified, 
therefore,  his  all-sufficiency  of  Divine  power  and  ability 
to  become  our  offering,  to  bear  our  sins,  to  endure  the 
fire  of  Divine  indignation,  and  the  wrath  of  God.  This 
Divine  power  and  glory  was  evidently  intended  by  the 
altar  of  incense,  which  was  of  pure  gold.  (Exod.  xxx. 
1 — 3.)  This  most  certainly  represented  the  glorious 
dignity  of  our  Divine  Intercessor,  as  the  Priest  upon  his 
throne,  in  royal  majesty  and  glory.  Each  of  these  was 
four  square,  to  denote  stability,  and  that  his  atonement 
and  intercession  were  all-sufficient,  for  all  sorts  of  men, 
in  all  corners  of  the  earth,  and  should  be  universally 
accessible  to  all  repenting  and  believing  sinners.  They 
were  both  horned,  to  denote  the  strength  and  virtue  and 
all-sufficiency  of  his  atonement  to  satisfy  the  justice  of 
God  or  the  conscience  of  the  penitent,  and  the  all-pre¬ 
valency  of  his  intercession,  which  always  prevaileth  and 
is  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God.  The  way  to  the  one 
was  from  the  other;  from  the  altar  of  atonement  to  the 
altar  of  incense ;  to  denote  the  dependence  of  his  inter- 
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cession  upon  his  atoning-  sacrifice,  anti  that  by  pleading 
his  atonement  we  obtain  an  interest  in  the  intercession 
of  our  Redeemer. 

Thus  was  he  represented  by  the  altars  themselves.  But 
the  two  designs  of  an  altar  especially  mark  out  his  person, 
and  the  nature  of  his  work ;  these  were  to  support  the 
gift,  and  to  sanctify  it. 

1.  To  support  the  gift,  when  it  was  presented  before 
the  Lord,  for  sacrifice,  or  for  acceptance. 

Thus  his  Divine  power  and  Godhead  were  the  basis 
which  supported  his  offering.  His  Divine  nature  was 
the  altar  on  which  he  offered  his  human  nature  :  this  only 
rendered  him  able  and  suited  to  the  work  which  in  his 
human  nature  he  had  undertaken ;  this  sustained  and 
bore  him  up  ;  this  comforted  him,  and  carried  him  through, 
that  he  might  become  an  offering  for  us.  Without 
this,  he  had  failed  in  the  undertaking,  and  been  con¬ 
sumed  and  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  Divine  indignation* 
to  which  our  sins  exposed  him,  when,  to  deliver  us  from 
the  curse  of  the  law,  he  became  a  curse  for  us.  Thus  he 
was  able  to  fulfil  the  work  for  which  he  engaged,  when  he 
said,  “  Lo,  I  come,  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God  !”  to  do  and 
to  suffer  all  that  that  will  required  for  the  salvation  of 
sinners.  In  the  confidence  of  his  power,  he  rejoiced  in 
the  prospect  of  that  which  must  have  sunk  us  to  ever¬ 
lasting  ruin.  In  the  conflict,  his  Godhead  supported  his 
manhood  from  sinking,  and  enabled  him  to  endure  all  the 
sorrows  which  Divine  J  ustice  saw  good  to  inflict.  When 
it  pleased  the  Father  to  bruise  him,  and  to  put  him  to 
grief,  and  to  make  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin,  this  carried 
him  through  the  awful  scene,  the  bloody  sweat  of  the 
garden,  the  agony  and  ignominy  of  the  cross,  that  he 
fainted  not  till  he  could  say  “  It  is  finished.”  All  that 
the  law  demands,  all  that  justice  requires,  all  that  can 
magnify  the  perfection  of  a  holy  God,  all  the  great  work 
of  redemption,  is  finished.  Thus  this  brazen  Altar  of  in¬ 
finite  power  and  might  sustained  the  sacrifice  when  con¬ 
suming  by  the  fire  of  Divine  wrath  ;  thus  he  was  con. 
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stiluted  an  able  Saviour;  thus  lie  is  and  will  be  the  same, 
in  virtue  of  his  finished  atonement,  to  all  his  people, 
through  time,  through  death,  and  throughout  eternity. 
Yes,  poor  sinner,  through  the  merit  of  his  atonement,  his 
cross  and  sacrifice ;  through  the  virtue  of  his  atoning 
blood,  and  complete  obedience,  even  unto  death;  he  is  and 
will  be  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  who  come  unto 
God  by  him.  Believe,  take  the  comfort,  rejoice,  and  be 
thankful. 

But  he  himself  gave  us  another  view  of  the  design  of 
the  altar.  It  was  designed, 

2.  To  sanctify  the  yi/t.  (Matt,  xxiii.  19.) — It  was  itself 
consecrated  for  seven  days,  and  was  then  called  the  altar 
most  holy,  and  therefore  consecrated  all  that  touched  it  or 
was  laid  upon  it.  So  Jesus,  consecrated  by  the  Spirit  of 
holiness  without  measure,  by  the  virtue  of  his  Divine 
power  and  Godhead,  hath  consecrated  all  his  services  to 
complete  acceptance  in  the  sight  of  God.  This  not  only 
enabled  him  to  offer  what  none  else  could  offer,  even  a 
complete  atonement  for  the  sins  of  men,  but  gave  all  its 
virtue,  excellency,  merit,  and  acceptableness  to  what  he 
offered.  It  was  not  the  cross,  indeed,  that  gave  it  this 
virtue  ;  but  his  own  Divinity  sanctified  the  gift  of  his  hu¬ 
manity,  and  gave  a  dignity  and  value  to  the  sacrifice  of  his 
soul  and  body  upon  the  cross.  Thus,  being  pure  himself, 
and  free  from  every  obligation  to  suffering  or  obedience, 
he  was  able  to  take  upon  him  our  obligation,  as  the  Surety 
and  Mediator  of  a  better  covenant;  being  himself  without 
sin,  he  was  able  to  take  our  sins,  and  to  be  made  sin  for  us; 
being  almighty  in  power,  he  was  able  to  endure  our  curse, 
and,  by  his  suffering  for  sin,  to  expiate  the  sins  of  many, 
even  of  all  his  believing  people,  or  of  all  who  shall  be 
found  in  him. 

Upon  this  ground  he  demands  our  confidence  :  “  Look 
unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  for  I  am  God.”  Being  the 
Brightness  of  the  Father’s  glory,  and  the  express  Image  of 
his  Person,  he  hath  by  himself  purged  our  sins,  and  is  now 
set  down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high  (Heb. 
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i.  3)  :  so  that  we  have  a  great  High  Priest,  Jesus  the  Sou 
of  God,  who  is  passed  into  the  heavens,  to  secure  our  ad¬ 
mission.  (Heb.  iv.  14.)  What  a  consecrating  altar  is  this  ! 
consecrating  his  own  work,  and  consecrating  ours ;  render¬ 
ing  both  well-pleasing  and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God. 
This,  which  gave  the  dignity  to  his  offering,  gives  the  con¬ 
fidence  to  our  faith.  Jesus  was  thus  able  to  perform,  and 
render  acceptable,  all  the  work  of  redemption.  All  glorious 
in  Divine  dignity,  exalted  in  the  merit  of  his  oblation, 
all  power  is  given  into  his  hands  as  Mediator,  to  give  eter¬ 
nal  life  to  as  many  as  were  given  him.  “  This  is  my  be¬ 
loved  Son,”  says  the  Divine  testimony  on  earth,  “  hear  ye 
him  :  ”  and,  being  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  holiness,  by  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  from  the  dead,  let  us  hear  his  voice,  and,  with  all  the 
confidence  of  our  sold,  rest  on  him,  our  only,  our  all-suffi¬ 
cient  Redeemer. 

But  the  two  different  designs  and  uses  of  the  altar,  or 
the  works  and  offices  which  were  performed  at  each, 
speak  the  benefits  which  we  derive  from  all  the  parts  of 
the  spiritual  Priesthood  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The 
first  design  of  the  altar  was  to  offer  all  the  sacrifices 
for  sin,  especially  the  great  sacrifice  of  atonement.  Of  all 
these  we  know  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  the  only  Anti¬ 
type  ;  their  great  design  was  to  represent  his  work ;  with¬ 
out  him,  they  had  no  glory  or  beauty,  and  could  have  no 
utility  ;  and  when  he  had  once  appeared  to  put  away  sin 
by  the  sacrifice  of  himself,  they  were  all  immediately  done 
away.  There  must,  therefore,  be  an  exact  correspondence 
between  what  they  designed  and  he  accomplished  ;  for  he 
has  only  fulfilled  what  by  them  was  represented.  As,  there¬ 
fore,  the  sacrifices  offered  upon  them  were  the  atonement 
for  sin,  so  was  his  offering  the  atonement  for  the  sins  of 
men :  His  cross  was  his  altar  of  burnt  offering,  sustained 
by  his  Divine  power  and  Godhead  :  He  offered  himself  an 
offering  and  a  sacrifice  to  God  for  a  sweet-smelling  savour 
(Eph.  v.  2):  He  was  the  Lamb  slain.  As  the  blood  shed 
there  was  the  blood  of  atonement,  so  was  the  blood  of  his 
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cross ;  “  for,  Christ  being  come  an  High  Priest  of  good 
things  to  come,  by  a  greater  and  more  perfect  tabernacle, 
not  made  with  hands,  that  is  to  say,  not  of  this  building, 
neither  by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves,  but  by  his  own 
blood  he  entered  in  once  into  the  holy  place,  having  ob¬ 
tained  eternal  redemption  for  us  :  For  if  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  of  goats,  and  the  ashes  of  an  heifer  sprinkling  the  un¬ 
clean,  sanctifieth  to  the  purifying  of  the  flesh;  how  much 
more  shall  the  blood  of  Christ,  who  through  the  eternal 
Spirit  offered  himself  without  spot  to  God,  purge  your 
conscience  from  dead  works  to  serve  the  living  God  ?” 
(Heb.  ix.  XI — 14.)  He  hath,  therefore,  taken  away  sin 
by  the  sacrifice  of  himself,  (ver.  26.) 

The  nature  of  their  offerings  appears  to  have  been  this  : 
Guilt  was  contracted,  and  must  be  done  away  or  expiated; 
but  this  can  only  be  effected  by  the  destruction  of  the 
offender,  or  of  some  victim  properly  appointed  and  accept¬ 
ed  :  the  guilty  sinner  brings  his  victim,  a  victim  which 
God  had  appointed  ;  all  else  would  have  been  only  an 
abomination  :  be  presents  it  before  the  altar,  lays  his 
hands  upon  the  head  of  it,  and  confesses,  and  so  legally 
transfers  upon  it,  his  sin.  It  is  then,  as  devoted  to  de¬ 
struction,  offered  before  the  Lord,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  offering  ;  and  if  a  burnt  offering  for  sin,  consumed 
upon  the  altar;  and,  being  accepted  of  God,  atonement  is 
made  for  the  guilty  offerer,  and  his  sins,  whatever  they  were, 
are  forgiven  him.  (See  Lev.  i.  2 — 7  ;  xvi.  33,  34  ;  and 
compare  Heb.  ix.  and  x.) 

There  cannot  be  a  more  beautiful  and  expressive  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  sacrifice  of  Christ ;  when  through  the 
Eternal  Spirit  he  offered  himself  without  spot  to  God,  to 
purge  our  consciences  from  dead  works,  (the  guilt  of  those 
works  done  in  a  state  of  spiritual  death,  and  which  are 
therefore  dead  as  to  all  spiritual  purposes,  and  exposing  us 
to  eternal  death,)  when  he  was  once  offered  to  bear  the  sins 
of  many.  He  is  both  the  Sacrifice  and  the  Altar.  The 
altar  of  his  Divine  power  supports  his  human  nature  in  all 
its  acts,  works,  operations,  sufferings,  and  sorrows,  in  giving 
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up  itself  a  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  his  people  :  hence  arises 
an  all-sufficiency  of  virtue,  an  infinity  of  merit,  worthy  of 
acceptance  before  a  God  of  infinite  purity  and  righteousness, 
and  suitable  to  our  dependence  and  faith.  I  confess  my  sin 
upon  the  head  of  this  atoning  Saviour:  I  behold  the  infinite 
merit  his  sacrifice  derives  from  the  sanctifying  Altar  on 
which  it  is  presented ;  and  faith  returns  from  the  view, 
assured  of  pardoning  mercy  and  complete  acceptance. 

Let  the  convinced  and  trembling  sinner,  let  the  believ¬ 
ing  penitent,  come  to  this  Altar,  and  venture  to  draw  near 
to  a  holy  God.  When  the  great  sacrifices  were  offered 
upon  the  solemn  fast  days,  the  silver  trumpets  were  to  be 
blown  (Num.  x.  10),  indicating,  that  the  Israelites  should 
all  draw  near,  and  that  the  virtue  of  the  sacrifice  was  ex¬ 
tended  to  all  the  tribes  of  Israel.  But  now  the  Gospel- 
trumpet  blows  over  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Cross,  “  and 
happy  are  the  people  who  know  the  joyful  sound !  they 
shall  walk,  O  Lord,  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance.” 
It  sounds,  with  the  language  of  invitation,  Come  to  Christ, 
though  guilty  and  perishing,  though  polluted,  not  only  with 
ceremonial  uncleanness,  but  the  defilement  of  natural  cor¬ 
ruption  and  actual  transgression  :  upon  this  altar  behold 
the  Paschal  Lamb  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world  ; 
the  great  Sacrifice  of  atonement  by  which  all  sin  shall  be 
forgiven.  Here  rest  thy  hopes  ;  and  while  faith  views  the 
infinite  merit  of  the  offering,  let  the  believing  penitent  re¬ 
turn  assured  of  pardon  and  acceptance,  and  confident  of 
receiving  all  the  blessings  and  benefits  of  the  sacrifice  : 
“  For  if  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  and  the  ashes  of 
an  heifer  sprinkling  the  unclean,  sanctifieth  to  the  purify¬ 
ing  of  the  flesh  ;  how  much  more  shall  the  blood  of  Christ, 
who  through  the  Eternal  Spirit  offered  himself  without 
spot  to  God,  purge  your  consciences  from  dead  works  to 
serve  the  living  God  ?  ”,  ; 

But  wrhen  the  priest  had  offered  the  sacrifice  of  atone¬ 
ment  upon  the  brazen  altar,  he  took  the  blood  to  sprinkle 
it  upon  the  golden  altar,  with  the  incense  of  sweet  spices 
from  the  golden  censer.  There  our  High  Priest  ap- 
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pears,  himself  the  Priest  and  himself  the  Altar.  How 
beautifully  does  this  mark  out  the  dignity  and  efficacy  of 
his  intercession !  Through  his  atoning  blood  he  has  a 
right  to  come  near,  and  is,  in  all  his  work  and  in  his  inter¬ 
cession,  essentially  always  acceptable ;  for  it  is  the  golden 
altar  of  his  Divine  glory  and  perfection  that  gives  a  virtue 
to  his  work.  And  as  the  incense  was  a  most  grateful  per¬ 
fume,  so  is  the  intercession  of  Christ  in  the  sight  of  God ; 
it  is  therefore  frequently  said,  “  The  Lord  smelled  a  sweet 
savour  ;  ”  not  from  the  perfume  of  the  altar,  but  most  as¬ 
suredly  from  the  view  of  that  typified  thereby, — the  offer¬ 
ing,  sacrifice,  and  intercession  of  the  Divine  Saviour. 
While  the  people  were  praying  without,  the  incense  was 
burning  :  so,  through  the  merit  of  our  High  Priest,  his  in¬ 
tercession  is  constantly  ascending:  “  If  any  of  us  sin,  we 
have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  Righ¬ 
teous  ;  and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins  ;  and  not  for 
ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world;”  and 
him  the  Father  heareth  always.  The  blood  of  Jesus,  and 
the  strength  of  his  intercession,  are  increasing  in  their 
virtue  and  efficacy  ;  “  for  he  ever  liveth  to  make  interces¬ 
sion  for  us.”  Thus  his  own  gifts  are  ever  sanctified  and 
accepted  by  the  dignity  of  his  Person ;  and  this  is  the 
sure  basis  of  our  faith,  and  hope,  and  confidence  in  him. 
What  an  Altar  are  we  partakers  of! 

But  in  another  point  of  view,  his  whole  person  and  work 
are  the  basis  of  all  our  offerings  to  God,  and  constitute  the 
altar  upon  which  our  sacrifices  of  prayer  and  praise  ascend 
to  him  with  acceptance  ; — this  is  the  altar  which  sanctifies 
our  gifts.  “  Now,  in  Christ  Jesus,  we  who  sometimes  were 
afar  off  are  brought  nigh,  and  through  him  we  have  an 
access,  by  one  Spirit,  unto  the  Father.”  (Eph.  ii.  13 — 18.) 
Here  the  way  is  prepared  for  the  access  of  our  persons, 
and  the  acceptance  of  our  services  ;  “  for  he  is  able  to  save 
to  the  uttermost  all  who  come  unto  God  by  him,  seeing  he 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  us.”  How  beauti¬ 
fully  is  this  represented  in  Rev.  viii.  3,  4  :  “  And  another 
angel  came  and  stood  at  the  altar,  having  a  golden  censer ; 


ALTAR. 


327 


and  there  was  given  unto  him  much  incense,  that  he  should 
offer  it,  with  the  prayers  of  all  saints,  upon  the  golden 
altar  which  was  before  the  throne  ;  and  the  smoke  of  the 
incense,  which  came  with  the  prayers  of  the  saints,  ascend¬ 
ed  up  before  God  out  of  the  angel’s  hand.”  When  a  pe¬ 
nitent  believing  Jew  came  to  the  altar,  and  presented  the 
sacrifice  which  he  was  commanded,  he  might  reason  thus  : 
I  am  now  in  the  way  of  God’s  appointment,  and  presenting 
his  own  appointed  offering ;  this  altar  is  of  his  own  direc¬ 
tion,  and  sanctified  by  his  consecration  ;  it  shall  sanctify 
every  gift  presented  upon  it:  I  am  therefore  acting  in 
obedience  to  his  command,  and  I  have  his  own  promise  of 
acceptance.  So  may  the  penitent  sinner  encourage  him¬ 
self  when  coming  to  the  altar  of  a  crucified  Jesus.  But  here 
he  views  not  only  the  absolute  appointment  of  his  Divine 
authority,  but  the  perfect  suitableness  and  sufficiency  of  the 
appointed  Saviour,  in  the  glories  of  his  person,  the  com¬ 
pleteness  of  his  redemption,  the  perfectness  of  his  finished 
work,  and  the  almighty  power  and  fulness  of  mediatorial 
blessings  treasured  up  in  him.  The  Gospel  plan  discovers 
a  suitable  and  sufficient  encouragement  for  every  penitent 
humble  believer,  in  all  his  services  ;  and  a  rich  provision 
and  security  for  his  acceptance.  He  comes  to  the  Altar  of 
God’s  appointment,  the  living  Altar,  the  life-giving  Altar, 
that  indeed  gave  a  virtue  to  every  offering,  and  that  per¬ 
fectly  sanctifies  every  gift  presented  on  it. 

Let  us,  then,  offer  on  no  other  altar  our  sacrifice  of  prayer 
or  praise.  When  God  commanded  to  erect  an  altar,  and 
appointed  the  sacrifice  to  be  made  there  ;  it  was  not  only 
unlawful,  but  highly  rebellious,  either  to  make  an  altar  of 
another  kind,  or  to  present  any  sacrifice  to  God  on  any 
other.  Hence  those  frequent  commands  under  the  Law, 
“  Take  heed  to  thyself,  that  thou  offer  not  thy  burnt-offer¬ 
ings  in  every  place  that  thou  seest ;  but  in  the  place  which 
the  Lord  shall  choose  in  one  of  thy  tribes,  there  thou  shalt 
offer  thy  burnt-offerings,  and  there  thou  shalt  do  all  that  I 
command  thee.”  (Deut.  xii.  13,  14.)  “  Thou  mayest  not 

sacrifice  the  passover  within  any  of  thy  gates  which  the 
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Lord  thy  God  shall  give  thee,  but  at  the  place  which  the 
Lord  thy  God  shall  choose  to  place  his  name  in.”  (Deut. 
xvi.  5.)  So,  since  Christ  Jesus  is  the  appointed  Way  to 
God,  to  approach  in  any  other  way  is  an  insult  to  the  Di¬ 
vine  wisdom,  and  not  an  act  of  obedience,  as  it  sets  up  a 
way  of  approach  to  God  contrary  to  his  own  command. 
Upon  whatever  else  we  may  depend;  upon  whatever  else 
we  rest  our  acceptance  of  our  offerings,  our  persons,  or  our 
services ;  though  it  be  our  sincerity,  our  goodness  of 
heart,  our  repentance,  or  our  best  deeds  and  performances ; 
it  never  will,  nor  can,  render  them  acceptable  in  the  sight 
of  God,  but,  substituted  instead  of  the  Saviour,  will  rather 
incur  the  Divine  displeasure.  Without  him,  incense  is 
an  abomination,  and  no  offering  of  a  sinner  can  ever  be 
acceptable.  As  there  is  no  other  sacrifice  for  sin,  so  there 
is  no  other  altar  on  which  our  sacrifice  can  be  presented ; 
every  thing,  in  the  acceptance  of  a  sinner,  must  have  refer¬ 
ence  to  Christ;  and  to  this  alone  the  faith  of  the  believer 
will  continually  refer  all  for  acceptance.  Pie  lives  daily  in 
all  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God ;  he  looks  to  him  as  his 
atonement ;  expects  no  other  w  ay  of  access  to  God ;  and 
if  bis  prayers  or  praises  are  acceptable,  and  waiting  for  a 
gracious  answer,  it  is  because  he  hopes  they  are  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  P’ather  by  the  intercession  of  the  Saviour. 
As  when  Manoah  had  offered  the  appointed  sacrifice  the 
Angel  Jehovah  did  wondrously ;  “for  it  came  to  pass, 
wdien  the  flame  went  up  tow  ard  heaven  from  off  the  altar, 
that  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  ascended  in  the  flame  of  the 
altar ;”  so,  while  the  believer’s  heart  ascends  in  flames  of 
holy  love  and  desire  to  God,  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  must 
ascend  with  them  and  in  them,  to  render  them  wcll-pleas- 
ing  to  the  Father.  While,  then,  he  lives  to  intercede,  we 
shall  never  present  our  prayers  or  praises  through  him  in 
vain.  This  plea  will  be  always  effectual ;  at  this  Altar  we 
shall  find  our  pardon  secured  ;  our  justification,  our  accept¬ 
ance,  our  peace  w  ith  God  and  here  we  shall  find  the  rich 
provision  of  all  spiritual  blessings.  But  when  the  Apostle,  in 
Heb.  xiii.  10,  is  speaking  of  this  Altar,  he  speaks  of  being 
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partakers  of  it,  and  having  a  right  to  cat  of  it — that  is, 
no  doubt,  of  the  rich  provisions  that  are  there  prepared,  for 
the  spiritual  priesthood  of  his  church  and  people.  If  the 
Jewish  priests  were  to  eat  of  the  provisions  of  their  altars, 
much  more  may  the  spiritual  priesthood  of  all  true  believers 
feed  upon  the  Sacrifice  which  is  offered  on  this  Altar, 
all  the  fruits  of  the  Saviour’s  dying  love,  all  the  benefits  of 
his  prevalent  intercession,  all  the  fulness  that  is  treasured 
up  and  dwells  in  him.  Here  the  blood  of  Jesus  flows  ;  here 
his  wounded  body  is  prepared  as  the  food  of  our  immortal 
soul.  “  My  flesh,”  says  he,  “  is  meat  indeed,  and  my  blood 
is  drink  indeed.”  The  sacramental  emblems  present  this  to 
the  enjoyment  of  faith;  and  these  “  are  verily  and  indeed 
taken  and  received  by  the  faithful,”  that  is,  the  believing,  in 
the  Lord’s  Supper.”  Thus  the  life  of  his  people  is  preserv¬ 
ed  :  for  “  he  that  eatefh  my  flesh  and  drinketh  my  blood,” 
says  the  Saviour,  “  dwelleth  in  me,  and  I  in  him  :  as  the 
living  Father  hath  sent  me,  and  I  live  by  the  Father;  so  he 
that  eateth  me,  even  he  shall  live  by  me.”  This  is  that 
Bread  which  came  down  from  heaven,  and  he  that  eateth  of 
this  bread  shall  live  for  ever;  but  “  except  ye  eat  the  flesh 
of  the  Son  of  Man  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in 
you.”  (See  John  vi.  48 — 58.)  What  a  glorious  view 
does  this  present  to  us  of  the  person  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ !  He  hath  almighty  power  to  give  virtue  to  his  sacri¬ 
fice  in  human  nature,  enabling  him  to  go  through  and 
complete  his  work,  and  sanctifying  his  gift :  while  he  be¬ 
comes  the  Atonement  for  our  sin,  and  presents,  as  our 
Advocate,  his  intercession  for  us.  Presented  upon  his 
altar,  our  persons  and  all  our  services  shall  be  equally  well¬ 
pleasing  to  the  Father ;  because  viewed,  not  as  in  them¬ 
selves,  but  as  in  Christ,  adorned  with  all  his  merit,  righte¬ 
ousness,  and  mediatorial  excellencies.  Then  let  us  pre¬ 
sent  our  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  well-pleasing  to  God  in 
Christ  Jesus,  which  is  our  reasonable  service  ;  let  us  pre¬ 
sent  our  constant  and  fresh  tribute  of  prayer  and  praise,  to 
ascend  with  acceptance  through  him  conitnually :  through 
him  they  shall  be  a  “  savour  of  rest,”  “  a  savour  of  a  sweet 
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smell a  holy  God  shall  meet  with  approbation  our  unwor¬ 
thy  services,  and  crown  them  with  his  blessing.  But  upon 
this  Altar  he  hath  provided  all  rich  supplies  for  the  spiri¬ 
tual  life,  the  joy,  the  peace,  the  comfort,  the  eternal  salva¬ 
tion  of  our  souls;  and  there  faith  hath  a  right  to  come, 
and  every  believer  a  right  to  be  a  partaker.  There,  then, 
let  us  devoutly  kneel,  while  we  cheerfully  enjoy.  The 
outward  emblems  shall  remind  us  of,  and  lead  us  to,  the 
inward  grace  ;  and  faith  bring  the  sweet,  the  satisfying,  the 
sanctifying,  and  quickening  enjoyment.  Blessed  Jesus, 
be  thou  our  Priest,  our  Sacrifice,  our  Altar ;  and,  in  the 
fulness  of  thy  blessings  of  salvation,  our  All  and  in  all. 
Amen. 
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propitiation. 

The  death  of  Christ  is  the  grand  subject  of  the  word  of 
God,  whether  in  the  Old  Testament  or  the  New.  It  is  in 
both  spoken  of  as  no  common  thing :  Prophets  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  it  with  delight  and  desire,  and  Apostles  looked 
back  upon  it  with  triumph  and  with  joy:  Prophets  ex¬ 
ulted  in  the  hope  of  God  becoming  salvation,  or  the  Sa¬ 
viour  ;  and  Apostles  preached  Christ  in  his  person  and  in 
his  work  ;  gloried  alone  in  the  cross  of  Christ ;  determined 
to  know  nothing  but  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified  ;  and 
accounted  the  knowledge  of  this  crucified  and  dying  Jesus 
superior  to  all  the  knowledge  and  all  the  enjoyment  of 
earth  besides.  Why  was  this  ?  They  must  have  viewed 
the  humble  Jesus  in  a  very  different  light  from  a  moral, 
virtuous,  and  good  man ;  and  his  death  as  something  far 
beyond  an  example  of  patient  suffering,  or  a  confirmation 
of  his  doctrine  and  mission  ;  or  their  expressions  are  highly 
inflated,  unintelligible,  and  absurd.  We  can  have  no  doubt 
of  their  design,  by  the  candid  consideration  of  the  scrip¬ 
tural  testimony:  it  was  because  we  have  redemption  through 
his  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins;  because  he  was 
set  forth  as  a  propitiation.  This  was  the  ground  of  hope 
to  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  apostles  ;  and  must  be  ours,  if 
ever  we  entertain  a  scriptural  hope  of  salvation:  this  is 
the  foundation  of  Gospel  truth,  and  the  glory  of  the  Gospel 
message.  This  view  alone  will  excite  in  our  minds  a 
faith  similar  to  that  of  the  Apostles;  raise  our  hearts  to  the 
same  glorious  hope  ;  and  inspire  us  with  the  same  holy 
affections,  and  the  same  exalted  sentiments  (which,  upon 
any  other  view,  are  altogether  unintelligible)  of  the  love  of 
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God  in  the  gift  of  Christ,  and  the  love  of  Christ  in  his 
condescension  and  the  voluntary  sufferings  of  his  cross. 
This  will  produce,  what  nothing  else  can,  in  the  mind  of  a 
penitent  sinner, — a  sense  of  pardon  in  the  conscience,  hope 
towards  God,  and  the  confidence  of  salvation. 

The  scriptural  idea  of  a  Propitiation,  is  the  meritorious 
offering  and  sacrifice  for  sin,  whereby  a  holy  God  can, 
consistently  with  his  justice,  his  holy  law,  and  the  honour 
of  all  his  perfections,  become  propitious  to,  pardon,  justify, 
and  save  a  sinner.  This  was  the  design  of  the  death  of 
Christ,  and  the  death  of  Christ  effected  this  design.  • 

That  sin  should  require,  in  the  view  of  a  holy  God, 
a  sufficient  satisfaction  and  atonement  in  order  to  its 
pardon,  appears  most  reasonable  and  proper :  but  as  man 
can  never  render  that  atonement,  it  is  evident  that  there 
must  be  a  vicarious  offering,  or  substitution,  if  ever  salva¬ 
tion  be  obtained.  Whatever  arguments  may  be  brought 
against  such  a  substitution,  it  seems  to  be  the  leading  idea 
of  the  Gospel ;  and  much  stronger  arguments  may  be 
brought  to  oppose  the  sentiment  that  God  can  be  favour¬ 
able  or  indifferent  to  the  violations  of  his  law,  and  suffer 
sin  to  escape  with  impunity.  This  supposition  is  con¬ 
trary  to  every  declaration  of  the  word  of  God.  The  ori¬ 
ginal  sentence  of  God  against  sin  denounced  the  death  of 
the  offending  transgressor;  and  it  is  the  continued  decla¬ 
ration  of  Divine  truth,  “The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die.” 
The  justice,  the  holiness,  and  the  truth  of  God,  stand 
pledged,  therefore,  for  the  execution  of  the  sentence;  for 
if  judgment  be  altogether  omitted,  the  sentence  must  be 
untrue.  Whatever  possibility  may  be  supposed  to  exist 
of  the  way  of  absolute  mercy  in  the  Divine  nature,  the 
declaration  of  the  sentence  must  have  laid  an  obligation 
upon  Divine  truth  to  fulfil  it:  therefore,  under  the  law 
every  mouth  must  be  stopped,  and  all  the  world  become 
guilty  before  God.  “  By  the  deeds  of  the  law  no  flesh  can 
be  justified,  for  by  the  law  is  (only)  the.  knowledge  of  sin  ; 
and  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law  are  under  the 
curse;  for  it  is  written,  Cursed  is  every  one  that  continueth 
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not  in  all  things  that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law,  to 
do  them.”  (Gal.  iii.  10.) 

This  testimony  must  be  sufficient  to  convince  those  who 
believe  the  word  of  God,  of  the  state  of  man  as  a  trans¬ 
gressor.  Hence  the  Apostle  argues  that  “  without  the 
shedding  of  blood,  there  is  no  remission:”  death  must  atone 
for  death  ;  sin  can  never  be  done  away  with  but  by  a  suit¬ 
able  atonement.  Hence,  under  the  typical  dispensation  of 
the  Law,  all  things  were  purged  with  blood,  “  as  the  pattern 
of  things  in  the  heavens,”  or  the  Gospel  dispensation.  It 
was  necessary  that  they  should  thus  be  purged  with  the 
blood  of  the  sacrilice;  but  the  heavenly  things  themselves 
with  better  sacrifices  than  these,  even  with  the  blood  of 
Christ,  the  work  of  his  atonement,  and  his  cross.  Thus 
frequently  to  consider  the  nature  of  our  obligation  and  the 
guilt  of  our  sin  ;  to  contemplate  it  as  God  views  it,  and  as 
his  word  represents  it,  in  its  true  nature;  and  the  punishment 
that  it  requires, — would  not  only  lay  us  in  the  dust  of  self- 
abasement,  but  render  the  Redeemer  precious,  and  fill  our 
hearts  with  admiring  views  of  his  love,  and  the  most  ex¬ 
alted  gratitude  for  his  cross. 

There  are  two  circumstances  in  the  sufferings  of  Christ 
which  render  them  peculiar :  this  relates  to  the  nature 
of  them,  and  to  the  Subject  on  which  they  were  inflicted. 
As  to  their  nature,  they  were  the  most  bitter  and  com¬ 
plete,  though  the  Subject  of  them  was  absolutely  inno¬ 
cent,  yea,  perfectly  righteous.  The  whole  work  of  Jesus, 
from  his  taking  human  nature  even  to  his  cross,  was  a 
work  of  suffering.  His  first  entrance  on  human  life  was 
indeed  an  act  of  wonderful  humiliation,  when  He,  who 
was  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thought  it  not  robbery  to 
be  equal  with  God,  humbled  himself,  and  became  of  no 
reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the  form  ol  a  servant. 
(Phil.  ii.  6,  7.)  As  soon  as  he  became  a  man,  he  became  a 
man  of  sorrow,  and  was  eminently  acquainted  with  grief : 
every  step  of  his  life  introduces  ns  to  some  new  scene  ol 
trial  and  contempt,  of  ignominy  and  affliction:  but  the  last 
scenes  of  his  life  were  peculiarly  scenes  of  suffering:  the 
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garden  witnessed  his  bloody  agony,  when  he  trod  the  wine¬ 
press  alone,  when  he  drank  the  cup  of  Divine  displeasure. 
Human  nature,  even  the  perfect  nature  of  the  Redeemer, 
shrunk  back  at  the  amazing  prospect  of  such  overwhelming 
trouble:  “Father,  what  shall  I  say?  save  me  from  this 
hour;  but  for  this  cause  came  I  unto  this  hour.  Father, 
if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me ;  nevertheless, 
not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt.”  From  hence  we  see  him 
led  as  the  patient  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  arraigned,  spit 
upon,  buffeted,  mocked,  condemned,  and  led  in  triumph, 
bearing  his  own  cross,  to  the  mount  of  Calvary ; — the 
true  Israelite,  bearing  the  wood  of  the  burnt  offering, 
himself  to  become  the  destined  sacrifice  and  the  bleeding 
offering.  The  cross  was  the  most  cruel,  the  most  bitter, 
and  the  most  ignominious  death.  It  was  in  its  outward 
appearance  the  most  humiliating,  and  therefore  was  rec¬ 
koned  the  most  accursed.  Upon  this  he  was  suspended, 
his  head  and  feet  nailed  to  the  tree.  But  his  inward  con¬ 
flicts  were  the  most  severe,  and  seem  to  have  constituted 
the  very  sorrow  of  his  sorrows,  the  suffering  of  his  sufferings. 
This,  he  testified,  was  the  hour  of  the  power  of  darkness  ; 
and  there  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise  him  ;  the  evidence 
of  which  he  gave,  when  he  cried  out,  “  My  God !  my 
God!  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me!”  These  scenes  of 
agonizing  suffering  had  not  been  at  all  wonderful,  had  he 
been  a  sinner;  it  would  then  have  been  easy  to  account 
for  all  the  sorrows  which  he  endured:  but  when  it  is 
considered  that  he  was  the  Lamb  of  God,  without  blemish 
and  without  spot,  absolutely  innocent  and  perfectly  righ¬ 
teous,  the  only  righteous  man  who  ever  lived  upon  earth, 
and  in  all  things  well-pleasing  to  God,  such  an  infliction 
of  sorrow  from  the  hand  of  a  righteous  God  is  altogether 
unintelligible,  unless  upon  the  plan  of  the  Gospel.  The 
necessity,  in  the  order  of  Divine  economy,  of  an  all-sufii- 
cient  sacrifice  and  meritorious  atonement  for  sin,  rendered 
such  a  display  necessary,  and  required  that  Innocence  itself, 
taking  the  sin  of  the  world,  should  become  the  just  suf¬ 
ferer,  and  perfect  Righteousness  be  the  voluntary  victim  of 
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Divine  wrath,  of  the  justice  of  the  Almighty.  This  only 
can  solve  the  mystery  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  It  is  true 
that  his  death, 

1.  Confirmed  the  sincerity  and  the  truth  of  his  mission  : 
but  it  ought,  then,  to  be  remembered,  that  part  of  that  mis¬ 
sion  was,  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many.  His  death  was, 

2.  An  example  of  God’s  righteous  indignation  against 
sin :  but  this  had  been  discovered  by  many  awful  in¬ 
stances,  and  more  remarkably  striking  than  this :  witness 
the  destruction  of  the  old  world,  and  the  flames  of  Sodom. 
His  death  was  also, 

3.  An  instance  of  the  just  love  to  God,  of  subjection 
to  and  trust  in  God :  but  surely  for  this  only  there  had  been 
no  need  of  such  disgrace,  uor  such  inward  distress,  groans, 
and  tears.  His  death  was,  moreover, 

4.  An  example  of  patient  suffering  and  calm  resigna¬ 
tion  :  but  in  this,  except  we  allude  to  the  bitter  agonies 
of  his  soul  for  sin,  many  of  the  noble  army  of  martyrs, 
as  to  the  external  appearance  only,  have  exhibited  an  ex¬ 
ample  as  evident  and  as  interesting. 

In  none  of  these  things,  nor  in  all  of  them  together, 
can  he  be  considered  as  standing  alone,  if  we  have 
respect  only  to  the  appearance  of  his  human  suffering; 
but  when  represented  as  treading  the  wine-press  alone, 
or,  in  other  words,  as  the  only  Saviour,  something 
much  further  must  be  intended  than  either,  or  than 
all,  of  these.  Why,  else,  if  only  offering  a  more  than 
usual  example  of  truth  and  patience,  should  his  work  be 
predicted  in  such  admiring  language  by  all  the  prophets  ? 
Why  should  they  all  inquire  and  search  diligently  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and  the  glory  which 
should  follow  ?  (1  Pet.  i.  10,  11.)  Why  should  his  work 
be  represented  as  the  grand  display  and  triumphant  exhi¬ 
bition  of  Divine  love?— a  heighth,  a  depth,  a  length,  and 
breadth,  which  passeth  knowledge  ?  These  descriptions 
must  imply  something  greatly  more  important.  Yes ; 

“  herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved 

/ 

us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins.” 
0  God  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for 
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us  all  ” — “  for  us  men,  and  for  our  salvation” — “  the  propi¬ 
tiation  for  our  sins,”  “  that  we  might  be  saved  THROUGH 
HIM.”  This,  we  say  again,  can  alone  solve  the  mystery 
of  the  cross  of  Christ.  Let  us,  then,  in  this  view,  con¬ 
template  his  life  and  death. 

When  God  sent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman, 
made  under  the  law,  we  are  expressly  told  it  was  “  to 
redeem  them  which  were  under  the  law.”  To  fulfil  the 
law  for  others,  it  was  necessary  he  should  be  without  sin 
himself ;  and,  to  take  our  obligation,  it  was  necessary 
that  he  should  be  free  from  all  natural  obligation  ;  that 
he  might  offer  a  willing  and  a  meritorious  obedience. 
And  therefore  God  sent  forth  his  Son,  in  the  likeness  of 
sinful  flesh,  though  not  in  reality  sinful,  and,  by  his  offering 
for  sin,  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh ;  that  the  righteousness 
of  the  Law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not  after  the 
flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit ;  and  that  he  might  be  the  end  of 
the  Law  for  righteousness  to  everv  one  that  believeth. 
Thus  his  obedience  became  meritorious  and  acceptable  ; 
and,  to  redeem  us  from  the  curse  of  the  Law,  he  became  a 
curse  for  us  ;  completed  the  work  of  atonement,  in  obe¬ 
dience  and  suffering,  and  obtained  eternal  redemption. 
When,  therefore,  he  appeared  on  earth,  his  principal  de¬ 
sign  was  to  suffer,  and  to  die,  in  the  stead  of  others ;  and 
the  whole  course  of  his  ministry  was  directed,  not  to  pre¬ 
vent,  but  to  prepare  the  way  for  this  event;  concealing  his 
glory  (except  in  the  miracles  that  he  wrought)  which  might 
have  forced  their  assent,  and  raised  their  fears  to  an  abso¬ 
lute  impossibility  of  accomplishing  their  malicious  and  en¬ 
vious  purposes.  Appearing  under  sin,  his  whole  life  was  a 
scene  of  humiliation:  it  began  with  sorrow  and  contempt, 
was  prosecuted  in  one  uniform  tenor  of  poverty  and  affliction. 
But  his  death  is  represented  as  most  necessary  for  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  people,  and  the  cause  of  all  good  to  sinners. 
His  blood  and  his  flesh  are  therefore  mentioned  by  him¬ 
self  as  the  means  of  eternal  life  to  all  who  believe  in  him, 
and,  believing,  partake  of  them  (John  vi.  51— 5(>) ;  by 
which  can  alone  be  meant  the  effect  of  his  dying  love  upon 
the  cross.  Of  which  of  the  Apostles,  or  the  noble  army 
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of  martyrs  who  suffered  for  the  truth,  could  such  things  as 
this  ever  be  said  ?  The  death  of  an  apostle  might  be  an 
advantage  to  the  church  ;  it  might  be  necessary  for  the 
good  of  the  church:  but  of  none  of  these  could  it  be  said, 
he  was  crucified  for  us  ;  the  expression  itself  appears  ab¬ 
surd.  There  must,  therefore,  have  been  something  very 
different  in  the  death  of  Christ,  and  in  its  relation  towards 
his  people,  than  in  the  death  of  any  common  person,  how¬ 
ever  eminent  and  useful.  Yes  ;  then  he  appeared  as  the 
Surety  of  the  better  covenant ;  it  was  exacted  of  him,  and 
he  answered  it.  (Isa.  liii.  7.)  Then  he  did  for  us  what 
none  other  could  do  ;  he  stood  in  our  law  place,  and  an¬ 
swered  for  us,  that  he  might  finish  transgression,  make 
an  end  of  sin,  and  bring  in  everlasting  righteousness.  He 
needed  not  to  offer  for  his  own  sin,  and  therefore  his  offer¬ 
ing  taketh  away  our  sins.  As  our  great  High  Priest  he 
entered  into  the  holy  place  not  made  with  hands,  not  with 
the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  but  by  his  own  blood, 
having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us.  And  because 
it  was  not  possible  that  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats 
should  take  away  sin,  he  said,  “  Lo !  I  come;”  no  doubt 
to  accomplish  what  they  were  unable  to  effect;  i.  e .  to 
take  away  sin.  He  fulfilled,  therefore,  all  the  legal  sacri¬ 
fices  and  shadows,  and,  by  his  one  offering,  perfected  for 
ever  them  that  are  sanctified.  Hence  it  pleased  the  Fa¬ 
ther  to  bruise  him,  and  to  put  to  grief  his  only  beloved 
Son:  hence  he  calls,  “  Awake,  O  sword!  against  my 
Shepherd,  against  the  Man  that  is  my  fellow,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts  :  smite  the  Shepherd .” 

If,  then,  we  believe  the  plain  language  of  Scripture, 
He  was  delivered  for  our  offences*,  and  died  for  our 
sinsf:  He  suffered  for  sin,  the  Just  for  the  unjust  J  ;  and  his 
blood  cleanseth  from  all  sin  §  :  He  was  made  sin  for  us 
who  knew  no  sin  || ;  and  he  his  own  self  bare  our  sins  in 
his  own  body  on  the  tree  ^[.  He  is  therefore  called  the 

•  Rom.  iv.  25.  t  1  Cor.  xv.  3.  t  1  Peter  iii.  18. 

$  1  John  i.  7.  ||  2  Cor.  v.  21.  ^  1  Peter  ii.  24. 
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Jfiamb  of  God  (ho  doubt  in  reference  to  the  paschal  lamb 
for  sacrifice),  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world  *. 
His  cross  and  death  therefore  called  a  ransom  f ,  a  pur¬ 
chase  J,  a  mean  of  reconciliation  §,  a  propitiation  ||,  our 
redemption  ^[,  are  his  blessings,  are  the  testamentary  be¬ 
quests  of  the  dying  Saviour.  The  nature  of  his  sufferings 
is,  in  these  passages,  represented  in  the  clearest  and  most 
decided  manner:  sin  and  guilt  lay  upon  us,  but  Jesus 
Christ  has  taken  them  away  by  bearing  them  himself.  Pure 
in  his  own  nature,  he  became  sin  for  us.  He  hath  done, 
hath  finished,  hath  completed  the  work  of  redemption  ;  and 
all  its  blessings  are  now  ours  by  faith,  the  sure  portion  of 
every  believing  sinner ;  or,  in  the  language  of  the  Prophet, 
“He  bore  our  griefs  and  carried  our  sorrows :  he  was  wounded 
for  our  transgressions  ;  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities  ; 
the  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  by  his 
stripes  we  are  healed.  All  we,  like  sheep,  have  gone  astray ; 
we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way;  and  the  Lord 
hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.”  For  the  transgres¬ 
sion  of  his  people  was  he  stricken,  and  by  his  knowledge  has 
this  righteous  Servant  of  the  Lord  justified  many,  because  he 
hath  borne  their  iniquities.  For  when  he  poured  out  his  soul 
unto  death,  and  was  numbered  with  the  transgressors,  then 
he  bore  the  sin  of  many ;  and  now,  therefore,  maketh  inter¬ 
cession  for  the  transgressors.  (See  Isa.  liii.  4 — 12.)  No 
words  can  be  plainer,  no  declaration  more  decisive,  no 
doctrine  more  clear;  Christ  died  for  us,  and  we  live 
before  God  through  him. 

What  a  delightful  view  does  this  give  us  of  the  work  of 
Christ !  The  fact  and  truth  are  as  certain  as  any  fact  and 
truth  can  be  ; — the  fact  that  Jesus  died  upon  the  cross  ;  the 
truth  that  there  he  made  a  full,  perfect,  and  sufficient  atone¬ 
ment  and  satisfaction  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world  ;  and 
that  this  is  the  ground  of  our  peace,  our  pardon,  our  accept¬ 
ance  with  God,  our  present  joy,  and  our  eternal  hopes.  He 

*  John  i.  29.  t  Matt.  xx.  28.  $  Acts  xx.  28. 

$  Eph.  ii.  10.  ||  Rom.  iii.  25.  f  1  Pet.  i.  18,  19. 
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who  sees  sin  in  the  light  of  God’s  word,  will  not  only  will¬ 
ingly  submit  to,  but  rejoice  in,  this  declaration;  but  the 
pride  of  self-rigliteousness,  arising  from  ignorance  and  love 
of  sin,  will  ever  dispute  against  or  reject  a  doctrine  so 
suitable  to  a  lost  sinner,  and  the  only  way  of  salvation  to 
a  condemned  sinner. 

This  way  of  salvation  alone  secures  the  glory  of  God ; 
and  that  which  does  not  secure  the  glory  of  God,  can 
never  secure  the  salvation  of  a  sinner,  nor  be  satisfying  to 
the  mind  of  a  truly  enlightened  and  penitent  sinner.  He 
can  never  be  satisfied  but  with  that  which  satisfies  all  the 
claims  of  Divine  justice  ;  but,  in  the  redemption  of  Christ 
Jesus,  and  the  propitiation  of  the  cross,  all  the  attributes 
and  perfections  of  the  Divine  nature  are  glorified,  the 
government  of  God  is  honoured,  the  law  of  God  is  mag¬ 
nified — all  appears  worthy  of  God;  his  wisdom  and  his 
power  are  displayed,  and  all  his  holy  attributes  appear  in 
all  their  glory,  when  he  forgives,  blesses,  and  saves  sinners. 
For  having  set  Him  forth  as  a  propitiation,  through  faith 
in  his  blood,  he  hath  thereby  declared  his  righteousness 
for  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins  which  are  past,  through  the 
forbearance  of  God  ;  so  that  God  is  now  just,  and  the 
justifier  of  him  who  believeth  in  Jesus  (Rom.  iii.  25,  26) ; 
the  just  God  and  the  Saviour  ;  righteous  and  just  in  for¬ 
giving  us  our  sins.  (1  John  i.  9.) 

It  is  this  testimony  that  makes  the  Gospel  what  it  is, 
the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed  God,  the  wisdom  and 
the  power  of  God  unto  the  salvation  of  sinners.  Rut 
then  it  is  evident  that  this  proceeds  altogether  upon  the 
doctrine  of  the  Divine  glory  of  the  Lord  our  Redeemer; 
for  the  doctrine  of  a  real  propitiation  and  satisfaction  for 
sin,  and  of  the  true  divinity  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are 
inseparably  connected  :  both  of  them  are  therefore  ge¬ 
nerally  acknowledged  or  denied  together.  Prove  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  a  propitiation  for  sin  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  and 
you  prove  the  divinity  of  Christ,  for  he  must  be  more 
than  man  who  renders  an  atonement  to  the  justice  of 
God ;  and  prove  the  doctrine  of  the  divinity  of  Christ, 
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and  you  prove  the  doctrine  of  a  propitiation  for  sin,  or 
it  would  have  been  needless  for  such  a  Person  to  un¬ 
dertake  a  work  so  far  beneath  his  dignity  and  glory. 
If  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  had  been  a  mere  man  like 
ourselves,  his  life,  obedience,  suffering,  and  death,  were 
necessary  for  himself :  or  if  he  had  been  the  highest 
creature  of  God,  his  life  must  still  be  at  the  disposal  of 
his  Creator,  nor  could  he,  by  laying  it  down,  have  merited 
for  others.  But  if  he  be  able  by  his  sufferings  to  sa¬ 
tisfy  the  justice  of  God  for  all  the  sins  of  his  people,  then 
he  must  be  more  than  a  creature:  and  if  the  sufferings 
and  death  of  Christ  merited  saving  blessings  for  the 
innumerable  multitude  which  have  believed,  or  ever 
shall  believe  in  him ;  if  these  were  the  price  of  our  re¬ 
demption,  and  all-sufficient  in  their  efficacy  and  merit  to 
deliver  sinners  from  death  and  the  wrath  of  God  ;  then 
there  must  be  an  infinite  dignity  and  worth  in  his  person, 
possessing  all  under  a  real  Divine  excellency,  which  could 
give  such  an  infinite  worthiness  to  what  he  did,  and  suf¬ 
fered  in  our  behalf.  This  gives  the  glory  to  his  work,  and 
lays  the  security  for  our  hope.  This  is  the  glory  of  the 
Gospel,  that  it  reveals  a  Saviour  who  is  Immanuel,  God 
with  us;  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ;  a 
Redeemer  who  is  the  Lord  of  hosts,  infinite  in  wisdom, 
almighty  in  power,  unchangeable  in  his  perfections,  eternal 
in  his  nature,  and  in  his  mediatorial  character;  having  all 
the  fulness  of  the  Godhead,  and  all  fulness  of  mediatorial 
blessings  dwelling  in  him,  that  out  of  that  fulness  we  may 
receive,  and  grace  for  grace.  This  affords  the  sweetest, 
the  surest  consolation  to  the  humble  contrite  penitent ; 
this  settles  all  his  doubts  and  fears.  When  he  finds  that 
he  can  do  nothing  to  atone  for  sin,  the  Gospel  shews  it 
already  done,  in  the  cross  and  sufferings  of  the  God-man, 
our  Redeemer ;  the  price  is  paid,  the  sacrifice  is  offered  ; 
and,  in  the  resurrection  and  ascension  of  the  Redeemer  to 
his  throne,  the  atonement  hath  been  accepted  in  his  own 
discharge  as  the  Surety,  publicly  ratified,  and  in  it  the 
deliverance  of  his  people  secured,  and  their  discharge 
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from  all  the  bonds  of  sin,  guilt,  and  condemnation,  so¬ 
lemnly  confirmed:  Jesus  is  now  the  Propitiation,  through 
faith  in  his  blood.  When  of  old  the  sacrifices  were  offered 
upon  the  altar,  the  blood  was  brought  and  sprinkled 
within  the  vail,  which  thus  became  the  mercy-seat  and 
propitiatory  :  so  the  blood  of  Jesus,  brought  before  the 
throne,  renders  even  the  throne  of  God  a  mercy-seat 
and  propitiatory  to  us;  for  he  hath  entered,  not  with  the 
blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  but  with  his  own  blood,  into 
the  holy  place,  having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us; 
and  as  long  as  he  sits  there,  as  the  Lamb  which  hath  been 
slain,  so  long  we  may  come  with  boldness  to  the  throne 
of  God,  as  to  a  throne  of  grace,  to  obtain  mercy  and  find 
grace  to  help  in  time  of  need.  Let,  then,  the  believer  take 
courage,  and  the  faith  of  the  humble  penitent  grow  strong, 
for  this  is  God’s  own  appointment ;  God  hath  set  him 
forth  as  the  propitiation.  It  was  the  great  design  of  the 
covenant  between  the  eternal  Three  in  Jehovah,  that  the 
Second  Person  in  that  adorable  Trinity  should  thus  become 
the  Saviour  of  sinners  ;  that  upon  him  the  iniquity  of  all 
his  people  should  be  laid  ;  that  from  him  the  justice  of 
God  should  exact  the  whole  ;  that  he  should  thus  become 
sin  for  us,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  him ;  that  through  him  mercy  might  be  bestowed 
in  a  way  consistent  with  righteousness  and  truth;  and  that 
thus  every  returning  sinner,  found  in  him,  might  obtain 
the  blessing ;  or,  that  whosoever  believed  in  him  should 
not  perish,  but  should  have  everlasting  life.  Thus  the 
humiliation  of  the  cross  is  the  great  glory  of  heaven  and 
earth.  Well  might  the  Apostle  determine  to  know  nothing 
but  Jesus,  and  him  crucified  ;  and  well  may  w-e  join  his 
triumph  in  it,  “  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save  in 
the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whereby  the  world  is 
crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world.”  But  without 
such  views  of  the  cross,  the  dignity  of  the  SutFerer,  and 
the  propitiation  of  his  suffering,  such  triumph  in  a  cru¬ 
cified  man  would  be  the  most  absurd  and  unreasonable. 
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This  alone  can  justify  those  expressions  of  triumph, 
which  we  continually  find  in  the  writings  of  the  Apostle 
of  the  Gentiles,  and  upon  the  lips  of  all  his  disciples. 
But  in  this  view  we  take  up  the  language  of  the  Pro¬ 
phet,  and,  without  any  fear  of  its  being  too  high  or  too 
exalted,  we  say,  “  Sing,  O  ye  heavens,  for  the  Lord  hath 
done  it ;  break  forth  into  singing,  ye  mountains,  O  forest, 
and  every  tree  therein;  for  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  Jacob 
and  glorified  himself  in  Israel.”  (Isa.  xliv.  23.) 

If,  then,  the  Lord  hath  done  it,  we  may  be  assured  that 
his  work  is  complete ;  and  to  think  of  adding  any  thing  to 
his  atonement,  propitiation,  and  redeeming  work,  by  any 
thing  which  we  can  do,  is  most  dishonourable  to  him,  in¬ 
jurious  to  his  redemption,  and  dangerous  to  ourselves.  By 
his  one  offering,  he  hath  perfected  for  ever  them  that  are 
sanctified ;  but  there  is,  there  can  be,  no  other  sacrifice 
for  sin.  To  seek  for  justification,  therefore,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  by  the  works  of  the  law,  as  it  rejects  the  grace  of 
Christ,  and  frustrates  its  design ;  as  it  supposes  an  in¬ 
sufficiency  in  his  work  ;  is  mere  folly  and  rebellion,  and 
will  only  leave  the  sinner  under  the  curse,  with  an  accu¬ 
mulated  load  of  guilt.  Be  what  we  may,  without  Christ 
we  are  sinners  ;  and,  as  sinners,  under  the  condemnation 
of  the  law :  nor  can  any  works  we  can  perform,  satisfy  or 
atone  for  sin ;  nor  will  they  ever  be  admitted  to  the  honour 
of  joining  with  the  work  of  Christ,  in  obtaining  our  justi¬ 
fication  and  redemption.  It  is  Christ,  it  is  Christ  alone, 
who  hath  finished  transgression,  and  made  an  end  of  sin, 
and  brought  in  everlasting  righteousness ;  who  hath  com¬ 
pleted  the  atonement,  and  hath  obtained  eternal  redemp¬ 
tion  for  his  people;  who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righ¬ 
teousness  to  every  one  that  believeth ;  and  who,  having 
borne  our  sins,  bestows  his  righteousness,  that  he  who 
believeth  may  be  justified  from  all  things.  Hence  arises 
the  necessity  of  justification  by  faith  alone,  in  opposition 
to  the  works  of  the  law,  or  seeking  justification  by  it. 
Xot  that  faith  itself  is  our  righteousness,  or  justification. 
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or  the  procuring  and  meritorious  cause  of  it ;  this  is  only 
in  Christ  Jesus  :  but  faith  alone  can  receive  Christ,  rest 
and  rely  upon  him,  derive  blessings  from  him,  and  thus 
bring  the  believer  to  partake  of  his  blessings ;  and  faith 
alone  will  render  back  to  him  all  the  glory.  This,  there¬ 
fore,  is  the  only  way  the  Scripture  calls  us  to  come  to 
God,  or  by  which  a  sinner  can  ever  obtain  the  blessings 
of  salvation,  which  are  treasured  up  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  and 
when  enabled  to  believe,  the  promise  of  God  secures  the 
enjoyment ;  for  faith  rests  upon  the  appointment  of 
Christ,  pleads  the  promises  of  God,  and  brings  the  truth 
and  faithfulness  of  God  to  fulfil  those  promises.  Thus,  all 
the  glory  is  given  to  Sovereign  Grace,  from  which  the 
plan  of  redemption  originated  ;  by  which  it  was  executed, 
in  the  person  of  Christ ;  by  which  all  its  blessings  are 
bestowed,  through  Christ;  and  in  which  it  trusts  for  the 
full  accomplishment  of  the  plan  in  eternal  glory,  with 
Christ.  Salvation  is  therefore  always  said  in  Scripture 
to  be  by  faith  :  and  “  therefore  it  is  of  faith,  that  it  may 
be  by  grace,  to  the  end  the  promise  might  be  sure  to  all 
the  seed ;  not  to  that  only  which  is  of  the  law,  but  to  that 
also  which  is  of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  who  is  the  father  of 
us  all.” 

Thou  blessed  Redeemer,  thou  Propitiation  for  our  sins, 
where  shall  a  sinner  trust  but  in  thee  ?  for  in  thee  all  the  at¬ 
tributes  of  God  are  harmonious,  and  will  be  eternally  glori¬ 
fied  ;  and  all  the  blessings  of  pardon,  justification,  grace, 
and  salvation,  secured  by  the  merits  of  thy  cross  to  ruined 
sinners.  Thy  blood  hath  sealed,  hath  ratified  the  covenant, 
and  secured  irrevocably  the  covenant  blessings  to  all  be¬ 
lievers.  Let  me  then,  as  a  perishing  sinner,  obtain  re¬ 
demption  through  thy  blood  ;  through  thee  receive  the 
atonement,  and  find  in  thee  alone  my  complete  salva¬ 
tion.  I  would  believe,  trust  in  thee,  and  receive  thy 
blessings  alone  as  the  free  gift  of  thy  grace,  with  all  that 
freedom  with  which  thou  promisest  to  bestow  them,  that 
thou  mayest  have  all  the  glory ;  and,  when  before  the 
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throne,  with  robes  washed  and  made  white  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb,  may  I  join  that  song  which  attributes  all 
salvation  to  the  blood  of  thy  cross  and  the  propitiation 
which  thou  didst  there  make  for  sin  ;  To  Him  who  loved 
us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  blood,  be  honour, 
glory,  power,  and  praise,  everlasting. 

Amen,  and  Amen. 
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The  name  David  (in)  signifies  “beloved  and  as,  after 
David  the  king  of  Israel  was  dead,  it  is  often  applied  to 
the  Person  who  was  yet  to  come,  it  can  only  in  these  in¬ 
stances  be  referred  to  him  who  is  “  the  Beloved  of  the 
Father,”  the  spiritual  David, — Jesus  Christ  the  King  of 
Israel.  This  is  particularly  the  case  in  Jer.  xxx.  9; 
Ezek.  xxxiv.  23 ;  xxxvii.24,25;  Hos.  iii.  5:  where  the  Lord 
promises  that  he  would  raise  up  to  them,  and  set  over  them, 
David  their  King,  whom  they  should  obey,  to  be  an  ever¬ 
lasting  Prince.  In  each  of  these  passages  some  glorious 
return  of  Israel  is  predicted,  after  some  grievous  distress, 
some  righteous  correction,  and  general  dispersion.  In  the 
one,  the  disconsolate  state  of  Israel  is  represented  by  a 
valley  of  dry  bones,  and  their  deliverance  by  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  these  dry  bones.  In  the  Prophet  Hosea,  the  de¬ 
scription  of  their  state  is  exactly  similar  to  that  in  which 
they  appear  in  their  present  dispersion ;  and  their  deliver¬ 
ance,  under  David  their  King,  is  stated  as  taking  place  in 
the  latter  days.  The  Person  spoken  of,  therefore,  in  all 
these  must  be  the  promised  Messiah,  in  the  full  effect  and 
glory  of  his  kingdom  upon  earth  represented  under  this 
name  of  his  most  eminent  type.  But  if  the  name  was  ren¬ 
dered  according  to  its  literal  signification,  the  reference 
would  be  more  evident;  and  their  submission  to  the  Lord 
their  God,  and  to  the  Beloved  their  King  and  Prince  for 
ever,  would  immediately  direct  our  thoughts  to  the  be¬ 
loved  Son  of  the  Father,  exalted  amidst  the  opposition  of 
Jew  and  Gentile,  as  King  upon  the  hill  of  Sion.  (Psal.  ii.) 

Our  present  consideration  is,  the  likeness  between  the 
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type  and  the  Antitype ;  and  the  consideration  will  not  be 
without  the  most  important  uses,  as  we  shall  behold  many 
of  the  excellencies,  and  much  of  the  glories,  of  our  exalted 
King  and  spiritual  Head,  figured  by  that  eminent  cha¬ 
racter;  and  may  learn  to  adore  his  Majesty,  submit  to  his 
authority,  and  obey  his  will. 

The  first  circumstance  of  similarity  is  no  doubt  in  the 
humiliation  and  lowliness  of  his  birth . — Both  David  and 
his  great  Antitype  were  born  of  the  same  parents  after  the 
flesh,  when  the  house  of  Jesse  was  low,  neglected,  and 
unnoticed.  When  the  one  appeared  before  Saul,  his  family 
was  little  known  ;  “  Inquire  (sdys  he)  who  this  stripling 
is :  ”  but  his  great  Antitype  was  born  in  Bethlehem,  when 
the  family  of  David  was  still  lower,  and  the  descendants 
of  that  royal  house  find  no  hospitable  lodging  in  the  town 
of  David  :  his  mother,  in  that  state  which  is  most  distress¬ 
ing,  least  capable  of  enduring  hardships,  and  which  usually 
finds  most  pity  and  sympathy  ;  she  finds  none  to  pity,  but 
“  brought  forth  her  first-born  Son,  and  wrapped  him  in 
swaddling  clothes,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger,  because  there 
was  no  room  for  them  in  the  inn.”  How  mean,  how  unwor¬ 
thy  is  the  reception  which  this  most  exalted  Representative 
and  Heir  of  David’s  throne  met  with  at  his  first  entrance 
into  our  world  !  In  this  humble  obscurity  he  grows  up  un¬ 
noticed,  and  was  afterwards  known  only  as  the  Carpenter’s 
Son,  and  despised  for  the  meanness  of  his  origin,  and  the 
poverty  of  his  state.  Who  but  this  blessed  Jesus  could 
have  so  condescended !  In  this,  as  in  all  beside,  the 
Antitype  infinitely  exceeds;  in  his  humiliation,  as  well  as 
in  his  glory.  Yes  ;  he  emptied  himself,  though  he  was  in 
the  form  of  God,  and  took  upon  himself  the  form  of  a  ser¬ 
vant,  became  of  no  reputation,  and  condescended  to  every 
circumstance,  which  sin  had  introduced,  of  misery  and  de¬ 
gradation  into  a  disordered  world. 

We  may  contemplate  them  both, 

2.  As  to  the  ■purity  of  their  character. — It  is  true, 
in  the  typical  David  we  have  some  of  the  most  awful  in¬ 
stances  of  the  depravity,  weakness,  and  instability  of  human 
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nature ;  after  the  highest  exercises  of  grace,  the  most 
lamentable  instance  of  backsliding,  the  most  striking  lessen 
of  human  corruption,  and  the  most  solemn  warning  to  the 
presumptuous  and  self-confident,  however  sincere  and  ele¬ 
vated  in  gracious  exercises  and  enjoyments.  But,  notwith¬ 
standing  this,  the  general  character  of  David  was  such 
as  that  even  God  himself  testifies  of  him  that  he  was  the 
man  after  his  own  heart :  we  behold  in  his  general  conduct 
towards  men  meekness,  humility,  affection,  fidelity,  honour, 
and  truth ;  in  his  conduct  towards  God,  supreme  love, 
ardent  zeal  for  his  honour,  and  a  devoted  intimacy  and 
communion  with  him.  His  name  was  therefore  called 
David,  signifying  dear  or  beloved :  but  in  Jesus  we  behold 
the  Beloved  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth,  born 
without  spot  of  sin  ;  the  Lamb  of  God  without  blemish  and 
without  spot;  the  man  indeed  after  his  own  heart,  of  whom 
God  himself  testifies,  “  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
I  am  well  pleased.”  What  humility  in  himself;  what 
meekness  towards  his  disciples ;  what  tenderness  and 
grace  towards  the  poor,  the  needy,  and  the  afflicted  ;  what 
fidelity  to  all  his  engagements  !  His  love  to  God  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  his  zeal  for  his  honour,  was  the  great  cause  of  his 
condescension,  and  the  constant  and  prevailing  principle  of 
his  life,  the  motive  of  submission  to  the  most  painful  and 
ignominious  death.  In  all  his  conduct  he  appears  most 
admirable  before  men,  and  the  very  description  of  his  cha¬ 
racter  has  even  engaged  the  attention,  and  forced  the  ap¬ 
plause,  of  those  who  have  disbelieved  his  doctrine  and  his 
mission.  Angels  beheld  and  adored  the  incarnate  Saviour, 
and  delighted  to  administer  to  him  in  all  his  sufferings. 
Gracious  in  the  sight  of  men  and  angels,  he  is  infinitely 
more  so  in  the  sight  of  the  Eternal  Jehovah  ;  his  chosen, 
his  elect,  in  whom  his  soul  delighteth.  Oh  !  may  he  be 
always  precious  to  us,  while  faith  beholds  his  excel¬ 
lencies,  so  suited  to  our  state  ;  since  the  exercises  of  his 
compassion  are  ensured  by  the  sympathy  of  his  heart,  who 
hath,  in  all  points,  been  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  with¬ 
out  sin.  But  when  the  son  of  Jesse  appeared  as, 
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3.  The  Shepherd  of  his  father  s  flock,  he  is  still  in  his 
humiliation  the  emblem  of  his  eminent  Seed  ;  of  Him  who, 
however  glorious  in  himself,  is  the  Shepherd  of  his  flock  ; 
who  fed  the  people  of  Israel ;  who,  by  his  bounty,  provided 
their  pasture ;  by  his  care,  protects  them  in  safety ;  who 
“  gathers  the  lambs  in  his  arms,  and  carries  them  in  his 
bosom,  and  gently  leads  those  that  are  with  young:”  who, 
as  the  great  Shepherd,  brings  back  the  wanderer,  re¬ 
stores  the  wounded,  heals  the  diseased,  leadeth  them  into 
the  green  pasture  of  Divine  love,  beside  the  still  peaceful 
waters  of  consolation,  and  makes  them  to  lie  down  on  the 
mountains  of  Israel,  secure  in  his  protection,  and  joyful  in 
his  grace. 

But  now  he  comes  forward  into  public  life  and  action  ; 
and  here  he  was  peculiarly  designed  as  a  type  of  Christ  in, 

4.  The  victories  which  he  obtained,  first  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  his  flock,  and  afterwards  for  the  deliverance 
of  Israel  his  people. — We  see  the  youthful  stripling,  un¬ 
likely  to  attempt  an  act  of  valour,  much  more  unlikely  to 
conquer  in  the  attempt,  the  guardian  of  his  father’s  flock. 
The  lion  and  the  bear  cannot  injure  them  unrevenged  ; 
but  the  prey  shall  be  taken  from  the  mighty,  and  the  raven¬ 
ing  beasts  destroyed.  “And  David  said  unto  Saul,  Thy 
servant  kept  his  father’s  sheep,  and  there  came  a  lion  and 
a  bear  and  took  a  lamb  out  of  the  flock  ;  and  I  went  out 
after  him  and  smote  him,  and  delivered  it  out  of  his  mouth  ; 
and  when  he  arose  against  me,  I  caught  him  by  his  beard, 
and  smote  him,  and  slew  him.”  (1  Sam.  xvii.  34,  35.) 
This  confession  was  only  extorted  from  his  modest  courage, 
to  justify,  before  Saul,  his  apparently  presumptuous  bold¬ 
ness  in  undertaking  the  conflict  with  him  who  had  defied 
the  armies  of  Israel,  and  before  whom  they  all  trembled 
and  fled.  But  the  mighty  Goliath  cannot  stand  against 
the  youthful  stripling,  when  directed  and  influenced  by  the 
Spirit  of  God.  “  With  a  sling  and  a  stone  he  prevailed 
over  the  Philistine,  and  smote  him,  and  slew  him;”  and 
with  his  own  sword  completed  his  destruction,  (ver. 
40—51.) — Who  does  not  here  immediately  direct  his 


DAVID. 


I 


349 

thoughts  to  the  glorious  Captain  of  our  salvation,  the  al¬ 
mighty  Conqueror  of  the  enemies  of  his  church  !  His  ene¬ 
mies  were  not  the  lion,  nor  the  bear,  nor  the  mighty 
Goliath  of  the  Philistines ;  but  the  powers  of  death  and  the 
grave,  the  empire  of  sin,  the  power  of  satan,  that  strong 
man  armed,  that  roaring  lion,  which  goeth  about  seeking 
whom  he  may  devour.  And  let  the  means  be  contemplated 
by  which  he  prevailed  and  triumphed  over  all :  how  much 
more  unlikely  do  they  appear  to  effect  so  vast  a  purpose, 
even  than  the  sling  and  the  stone  in  the  hand  of  the  strip¬ 
ling  David,  to  defeat  the  Philistine  of  Gath  !  Behold  him 
as  the  humble  man,  despised  and  rejected,  a  man  of  sor¬ 
rows  and  acquainted  with  grief;  unlikely  in  his  appearance 
to  carry  on  the  contest,  or  triumph  over  the  powers  of  hell : 
but  those  sufferings  and  sorrows  were  the  weapons  of  his 
contest,  and  the  dying  agonies  of  his  cross  the  means  of  his 
triumph.  By  death  he  conquered  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death,  that  is,  the  devil;  and  in  the  triumph  of  his 
cross,  his  chosen  Israel  behold  the  assurance  and  the 
pledge  of  the  final  destruction  of  all  their  enemies.  The 
songs  of  Israel  welcomed  the  returning  warrior,  and 
proclaimed  his  victories  (1  Sam.  xviii.  6) ;  but  the  song  of 
heaven  proclaims  the  conquering  Redeemer,  and  demands 
his  admission  to  the  Jerusalem  which  is  above.  “  Lift  up 
your  heads,  O  ye  gates  ;  and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlasting 
doors  ;  and  the  King  of  Glory  shall  come  in.  Who  is  this 
King  of  Glory  1  The  Lord  strong  and  mighty,  the  Lord 
mighty  in  battle.  Therefore  lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates ; 
and  be  ye  lift  up  ye,  everlasting  doors ;  and  the  King  of 
Glory  shall  come  in.”  (Ps.  xxiv.  7 — 9.)  Long  was  the 
scene  of  David’s  trial,  and  fierce  and  malicious  the  en¬ 
mity  and  opposition  of  his  foes ;  but  he  went  on  to  con¬ 
quer,  till  Saul,  his  bitterest  foe,  is  brought  under;  and 
then  he  penned  the  xviiith  Psalm,  the  glorious  expression 
of  his  own  victory,  and  the  beautiful  figure  of  the  victory 
of  his  great  Antitype  over  all  his  enemies.  In  the  mean 
while,  he  collected  his  army  from  all  around  him,  and  re¬ 
ceived  all  who  came  to  him  (1  Sam.  xxii.  2) ;  and  till  his 
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final  victory,  the  Lord  our  Redeemer  receiveth  all  that 
come  to  him,  to  fight  under  his  banner  ;  and  says  to  them, 
with  the  same  confidence,  of  the  final  and  the  triumphant 
deliverance  of  all  his  people  with  him'self,  “  Abide  ye 
with  me  :  fear  not ;  for  he  that  seeketh  your  life,  seeketh 
my  life  ;  but  with  me  ye  shall  be  in  safeguard.”  (ver.  23.) 
But  now  through  his  humiliation,  by  means  of  his  vic¬ 
tory,  according  to  the  promise,  and  by  the  law  of  God, 
behold, 

5.  The  chosen  of  God,  exalted  upon  the  throne  of 
Israel. — This  perhaps  is  the  principal  circumstance  of  re¬ 
semblance  ;  and  that  which  is  particularly  to  be  attended  to 
in  the  typical  comparison.  Through  debasement,  through 
labours,  through  reproach  and  temptation;  through  the 
hatred  of  his  relations,  through  the  opposition  of  friends 
and  foes,  and  the  persecution  of  heaven  and  hell ;  what 
faith,  what  patience,  what  courage,  what  resignation  is  dis¬ 
played,  till  he  rises  superior  to  all !  In  his  exaltation  to 
the  throne,  through  every  opposition,  the  providence  of 
God  was  most  remarkably  manifested,  and  the  faithful¬ 
ness  of  God  in  fulfilling  his  covenant  engagement.  But 
in  all,  David  was  but  a  type  of  Him  of  whom  it  was  said, 
“  Why  do  the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain 
thing?  The  kings  of  the  earth  set  themselves,  and  therulers 
take  counsel  together  against  the  Lord,  and  against  his 
anointed,  saying,  Let  us  break  their  bands  asunder,  and 
cast  away  their  cords  from  us.  He  that  sitteth  in  heaven 
shall  laugh ;  the  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision :  yet  have 
I  set  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Sion.”  (Ps.  ii.  1—6.) 
“  The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,”  said  his  typical  fore¬ 
runner,  “  Sit  thou  on  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine 
enemies  thy  footstool.”  And  now  the  Son  of  David  is  on 
the  throne  ;  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords. 

For  this  purpose,  this  chosen  of  God  is  anointed  with 
the  Spirit  without  measure ;  fitted  for  his  glorious  work, 
and  then  enthroned  in  dignity  and  glory,  and  receives  a 
name  above  every  name  ;  “  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus 
every  knee  should  bow,  and  every  tongue  should  confess 
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that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father;” 
or,  in  the  language  of  the  Prophet  Daniel  (vii.  14),  “  There 
is  given  him  dominion  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that 
all  people,  nations,  and  languages  should  serve  him :  his 
dominion  is  an  everlasting  dominion,  which  shall  not 
pass  away;  and  his  kingdom  that  which  shall  not  be  de¬ 
stroyed.” 

His  government,  like  that  of  his  great  and  eminent 
type,  was, 

1.  Warlike  and  victorious,  and  in  its  effects  most  glo¬ 
rious  ;  and  tending  to  exalt  his  kingdom,  and  promote  the 
honour  of  his  people.— Under  David,  the  kingdom  of 
Israel  was  exalted  to  its  height ;  and  his  warlike  reign  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  more  peaceful  reign  of  Solomon  his  son.  In 
Jesus  both  these  glories  unite ;  and  his  conquests  upon  earth, 
and  his  victory  now,  on  behalf  of  his  church  on  earth,  led 
the  way  and  secured  his  peaceful  government  on  the 
eternal  throne  of  heaven,  and  the  kingdom  of  eternal  rest 
for  his  church  above.  And  his  victories  are  sure;  for  he 
is  the  Mighty  God,  the  Everlasting  Father,  who  is  the 
Prince  of  Peace.  As  all  Israel  were  commanded  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  the  government  of  God’s  anointed ;  so  it  is  declared 
by  the  Prophet,  that  his  spiritual  Israel  shall  all  seek  the 
Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king  ;  shall  serve  the 
Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king,  in  the  latter  days. 
And  his  people  are  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  power: 
they  are  brought  in  willing  subjection  to  his  authority 
and  government.  Surely  it  can  afford  no  satisfaction  and  no 
security  to  us,  that  there  is  such  a  King  of  Israel,  if  we  are 
enemies  to  him  in  our  hearts ;  for  his  enemies  shall  be  found 
liars  before  him  :  all  their  boast  against  him  shall  be  found 
vain ;  and,  by  all  their  false  hopes,  they  shall  but  deceive 
themselves.  We  read  of  some  who  said,  “  We  will  not  have 
this  man  to  reign  over  us  but  those  who  would  not  sub¬ 
mit  to  the  sceptre  of  his  gracious  dominion,  shall  submit 
and  be  slain  by  the  sword  of  his  righteous  government  : 
“  Bring  them  hither,  and  slay  them  before  me.”  As  rebels, 
we  must  fall  at  his  feet  for  mercy,  and  return  in  dutiful 
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allegiance  under  his  authority ;  submit  to  his  law  and 
government,  his  providence  and  his  grace.  This  is  the 
disposition  of  all  those  who  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  king¬ 
dom  :  the  highest  on  earth  must  submit  to  him,  and  the 
lowest  are  safe  under  his  care.  “  Be  wise  now,  therefore, 
O  ye  kings ;  be  learned  ye  judges  of  the  earth ;  serve  the 
Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling.  Kiss  the  Son, 
lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath 
is  kindled  but  a  little.  Blessed  are  all  they  that  put  their 
trust  in  him.”  (Psalm  ii.  9 — 12.)  But  nothing  need  hinder 
our  coming  to  him  :  returning  rebels  are  received  to  favour ; 
and  the  poor,  the  needy,  the  distressed,  the  helpless, are  as 
welcome  to  him,  and  as  secure  of  his  protection,  as  they 
were  to  the  son  of  Jesse.  (1  Sam.  xxii.  2.)  His  kingdom 
is  therefore  a  kingdom  of, 

2.  Grace,  compassion ,  and  love ,  fitted  for  such  sub¬ 
jects. — He  shall  judge  the  people  with  righteousness,  and 
the  poor  with  judgment:  he  shall  judge  the  poor  of  the 
people ;  he  shall  save  the  children  of  the  needy,  and  break 
in  pieces  the  oppressor.  If  sensible  of  unworthiness,  po¬ 
verty,  and  need,  here  is  our  security :  he  will  not  despise 
the  meanest  of  his  subjects,  but  will  provide,  and  care  for, 
and  bless  with  all  the  privileges  of  his  kingdom.  He  raiseth 
the  poor  out  of  the  dust,  and  lifteth  up  the  beggar  from 
the  dunghill,  to  set  them  among  the  princes  of  his  people, 
and  to  make  them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory.  (1  Sam.  ii. 
S— 10.) 

3.  His  government  is  also  a  government  of  consum¬ 
mate  skill,  xvisdom,  and  righteousness. — Of  him  it  may 
be  truly  said,  in  another  more  extensive  sense  than  of  his 
typical  forerunner,  “  He  fed  them  according  to  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  his  heart,  and  guided  them  by  the  skilfulness  of 
his  hands.”  (Psalm  lxxviii.  72.)  He  rules,  and  shall  rule, 
till  all  things  are  brought  beneath  his  feet:  to  his  omni¬ 
present  mind,  every  subject  of  his  universal  empire,  and 
every  situation  of  that  subject,  is  perfectly  known  ;  not  one 
circumstance  which  can  affect  any  of  his  people,  can  ever 
be  unnoticed  or  unobserved.  If  in  the  exercise  of  faith 
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we  could  thus  behold  all  under  his  direction,  what  satis¬ 
faction  would  fill  our  minds ;  how  peaceful  should  we  pass 
our  lives  here  below,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  changing  scenes 
of  life  !  What  unbelief  is  ours,  when  such  power,  such  wis¬ 
dom,  such  righteousness,  such  fulness  of  glory,  is  his  !  yea, 
he  hath  established  his  throne  in  the  heavens,  and  is  there 
preparing  a  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved,  in  com¬ 
parison  of  which  all  the 

4.  Glories  of  David’s  kingdom  are  but  as  shadow ; 
and  though  part  of  his  kingdom  is  now  below,  subject  to 
the  various  vicissitudes  of  this  changing  dispensation,  yet 
all  is  proceeding  under  his  direction,  according  to  the 
plan  of  his  everlasting  counsels :  and  when  he  has  collected 
all  his  willing  people  to  himself,  then  shall  he  appear  and 
establish  his  kingdom  in  glory  for  ever.  If  such,  then,  be 
the  kingdom  of  his  grace,  so  secure  and  so  full  of  blessings, 
where  all  things  are  imperfect  and  preparatory,  what  must 
be  that  kingdom  of  immutable  glory,  to  which  he  is  about 
to  bring  all  his  people,  there  to  behold  his  glory — O  what 
an  inconceivable  sight ! — to  be  under  his  immediate  eye, 
his  present  care,  his  infinite  display  of  love;  to  sit  with  him 
on  his  throne,  where  angels  and  the  spirits  of  the  just  for 
ever  serve  and  adore  him  ;  to  partake  of  all  his  glories,  all 
his  happiness,  all  his  perfection  of  bliss  !  There  is  the  new 
Jerusalem,  there  the  Mount  Sion  which  is  above,  where 
the  spiritual  David  is  exalted  to  reign,  and  all  his  people 
with  him  ;  there  the  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled, 
and  that  fadeth  not  away.  The  bright  descriptions  of  his 
glory,  in  the  language  of  the  prophets,  may  perhaps  in 
some  measure  be  fulfilled  on  earth,  but  shall  be  fully  re¬ 
vealed  and  manifested  there,  and  confirmed  without  a 
change  for  ever.  May  I,  as  a  returning  rebel,  be  admitted 
into  the  kingdom  of  his  grace  on  earth,  that  I  may  have  a 
right  and  title,  in  his  grace,  to  this  inheritance  of  glory ! 
If  I  come  as  a  penitent  sinner,  in  faith,  and  find  my  heart 
inclined  by  grace,  and  placed  amongst  his  willing  people 
on  earth,  I  shall  have  all  its  benefits,  without  reserve  and 
VOL.  in.  2  A 
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without  end.  Blessed  be  this  King’  of  Israel ;  I  will  sub¬ 
mit  to  his  authority,  and  hope  in  his  abundant  mercy. 

But,  in  another  view,  we  may  consider  David  as  a  type 
of  Christ,  as  he  was, 

5.  The  covenant  head  of  his  family  and  of  his  people; 
appointed  over  them  by  the  covenant  oath  and  by  the  pro¬ 
mise  of  God.  This  is  beautifully  represented  in  the  eighty- 
ninth  Psalm,  which,  if  it  be  true  of  David  literally,  must 
be  in  a  much  inferior  sense  to  that  in  which  it  belongs 
to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  it  was  principally  meant, 
and  in  whom  alone  it  was  exactly  fulfilled.  He  was  that 
chosen  one  of  the  Lord,  to  whom  he  swore  to  establish  his 
seed  for  ever,  and  build  up  his  throne  to  all  generations. 
When  appointed  in  the  counsels  of  eternity  for  the  salvation 
of  his  people,  then  our  help  was  laid  upon  the  Mighty 
One ;  and  when  anointed  with  the  Spirit  without  measure 
in  our  nature,  he  was  chosen  and  exalted  out  of  the  people 
as  the  Lord  Messiah,  the  everlasting  Saviour.  To  him  the 
promises  of  eternal  victory  are  given,  and  an  exaltation 
over  all  the  kings  of  the  earth:  for  him  the  mercy  of  the  Lord 
is  kept  for  ever,  and  with  him  his  covenant  stands  fast. 
His  seed  may  be  corrected  for  their  transgressions,  but 
cannot  be  cast  off;  for  the  loving-kindness  of  the  Lord 
shall  not  utterly  be  taken  from  him,  nor  his  faithfulness 
ever  fail :  his  covenant  with  him  will  he  not  break,  nor 
alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  his  lips.  He  once  sware 
in  his  holiness,  and  would  not  lie  unto  his  Beloved ;  his 
seed  shall  endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne  as  the  sun 
before  him  ;  it  shall  be  established  for  righteousness,  as  the 
moon,  and  as  the  full  brightness  in  the  heavens,  which 
paints  the  cloud  after  the  rain,  with  the  promised  emblem 
in  nature  of  his  covenant  faithfulness  and  glory.  Let 
David  here  stand  as  a  type  ;  but  it  is  in  Jesus  that  we 
glory,  in  whom  the  covenant  mercy,  loving-kindness,  and 
faithfulness  of  God  are  established  with  all  his  church  and 
people.  With  him  it  shall  never  fail,  nor  with  any  of  his 
people  in  him:  in  him  they  may  rejoice,  and  say,  “  He 
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hath  made  with  us  an  everlasting  covenant,  well  ordered 
in  all  things,  and  sure  :  this  is  all  our  salvation,  and  shall 
be  all  our  desire,”  &c.  (2  Sam.  xxiii.  2:  see  also  Ezekiel 
xxxvii.  25,  20.)  To  this  covenant  the  Prophet  alludes, 
when,  in  reference  to  the  coming  of  the  Redeemer  to  his 
church,  he  proclaims  the  promise  of  Jehovah :  “  This  is 
my  covenant  with  them,  saith  the  Lord  ;  My  Spirit,  that  is 
upon  thee,  and  my  words,  which  I  have  put  in  thy  mouth, 
shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of 
thy  seed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  seed’s  seed,  saith  the 
Lord,  from  henceforth  and  for  ever.”  (Isaiah  lix.  20,  21.) 

In  another  view,  we  behold  the  type  and  the  Antitype 
exhibiting  a  beautiful  correspondence, 

6.  In  preparing  materials  for  erecting  the  temple  of 
the  Lord. — 'Of  this  we  have  an  interesting  account  in 
1  Chron.  xxviii.  11,  &c. ;  all  of  which  he  prepared  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  Jehovah  (ver.  19.)  But  what  is 
all  this  store  to  the  value  of  one  of  those  immortal  souls,  in 
which,  prepared  by  his  grace,  he  built  the  spiritual  temple  of 
Jehovah  ;  resting  upon  himself,  the  living  foundation,  com¬ 
posed  of  lively  stones,  quickened  by  his  grace.  He  shall 
build  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  bear  the  glory: 
every  believer  is  therefore  now  prepared  as  a  temple  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  (1  Cor.  vi.  19;  Ephes.  ii.22);  and  the 
whole  church  together  is  one  glorious  temple  in  himself. 
But,  unlike  the  natural  David,  he  shall  not  only  prepare 
the  materials,  but  erect  and  complete  the  building;  for  he 
shall  bring  forth  the  head-stone  thereof  with  shouting, 
crying,  Grace,  grace  unto  it.  Now  this  spiritual  temple 
is  preparing  in  souls  collected  to  himself,  called  by  his 
Spirit,  sanctified  by  his  grace,  and  preserved  by  his  al¬ 
mighty  power;  and  every  believer  is,  by  all  the  dispensa¬ 
tions  of  trial,  affliction,  or  temptation,  fitting  for  the  place 
which  he  shall  there  occupy  ;  that  there  may  be  no  hewing 
when  the  living  stones  are  brought  together  in  the  temple 
above.  All  the  cutting  and  carving  shall  ere  that  be  completed, 
and  every  believer  be  then  prepared  to  fill  his  appointed 
place:  no  more  affliction,  trial,  nor  temptation,  but  ever- 
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lasting  joy  and  glory,  and  everlasting  praise,  in  the  eternal 
temple.  He  shall  then  only  be  glorified  in  his  saints,  and 
admired  in  all  them  that  believe.  God  hath  from  the 
beginning  chosen  his  people  to  this  salvation,  through 
sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth  ;  and  by 
all  his  dispensations  he  is  completing  the  necessary  work, 
that  he  may  accomplish  his  ultimate  design. 

But  this  King  of  Israel  was  also, 

7.  The  spiritual  teacher  and  the  sweet  Psalmist  of 
Israel.  (2  Sam.  xxiii.  2.) — He  prepared  the  delightful 
songs  which  were  fitted  for  their  temple  worship,  and  which 
gave  such  dignity  and  such  sweetness  to  it;  so  experi¬ 
mental,  so  spiritual,  so  evangelical,  that,  when  properly  un¬ 
derstood,  when  their  true  sense,  as  designed  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  is  marked  out,  the  stores  comprise  all  which  we 
now  need  to  sing,  all  the  subject  of  praise  that  the  church 
on  earth  can  present.  But  our  exalted  King  is  now  the 
Instructor  of  his  church;  and  while  he  governs  it  from  his 
throne,  he  teaches  and  informs  it  by  his  Spirit  and  his 
word.  He  sang  himself  the  songs  of  triumph  and  of  praise, 
that  he  might  set  them  as  patterns  to  us,  and  that  we  might 
use  them  in  and  through  him.  If  believing  in  him,  we 
may  say  with  the  Apostle,  “  Now  thanks  be  unto  God, who 
always  causeth  us  to  triumph  in  Christ,  and  maketh  mani¬ 
fest  the  savour  of  his  knowledge  by  us  in  every  place.” 
In  him  we  have  the  reasons  and  the  ground  of  praise;  from 
him  we  have  the  songs  of  praise  :  O  that  we  had  in  faith 
a  heart  to  praise  1  then  might  we  take  up  the  prophetic  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Psalmist,  celebrating  the  great  mystery  of 
redemption  ;  and,  looking  back  upon  its  completion,  as  he 
looked  forward  to  anticipate  it, — “  O  sing-unto  the  Lord 
a  new  song,  for  he  hath  done  marvellous  things :  his  right 
hand  and  his  holy  arm  hath  gotten  him  the  victory.  The 
Lord  hath  made  known  his  salvation;  his  righteousness  hath 
he  openly  shewed  in  the  sight  of  the  heathen.  He  hath 
remembered  his  mercy  and  truth  towards  the  house  of 
Israel ;  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  have  seen  the  salvation 
of  our  God.”  (Psalm  xcviii.  &c.)  Here  we  may,  in  the 
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sweet  strains  of  the  sweet  Psalmist  of  Israel,  anticipate 
the  eternal  song  of  triumph  :  but  the  song  of  the  Lamb 
shall  sound  louder  and  sweeter  above,  when  the  temple  of 
bis  church  shall  be  erected ;  for  then  “  the  redeemed  of 
the  Lord  shall  return,  and  come  to  Sion  with  songs,  and 
everlasting  joy  upon  their  heads:  they  shall  obtain  joy  and 
gladness,  and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away.” 

While,  then,  in  the  various  characters  and  states  of 
David  the  king  of  Israel,  we  contemplate  the  various  glo¬ 
ries  of  the  Lord  our  Saviour,  let  us  raise  our  contemplation 
far,  far  beyond  the  type  and  the  figure  ;  and,  while  learning 
his  glories,  learn  our  duty,  our  happiness,  and  our  security. 
We  admire  his  humiliation,  behold  his  purity,  and  in  his 
victory  contemplate  our  triumph  over  every  spiritual  foe  : 
exalted  upon  the  throne  of  Israel,  let  us  submit  our  willing 
minds  to  him,  believe  in  him,  and  trust  all  onr  concerns 
to  him.  He  has  finished  the  victory  over  every  enemy, 
and  obtained  the  throne  for  ever  and  ever.  His  almighty 
power,  infinite  wisdom,  and  unchanging  love,  shall  guide 
the  universal  empire,  as  Head  overall  things  to  his  church. 
Why  should  we  fear,  why  should  we  be  anxious,  why  so 
unbelieving?  We  cannot  glorify  him  more  than  by  leaving 
all  to  him  in  faith  and  patience  ;  and  by  shewing  our  firm 
attachment  to  him  and  our  holy  love,  by  a  firm  obedience 
and  decided  preference  to  his  authority  above  all.  Thine 
we  are,  and  on  thy  side,  thou  Son  of  Jesse.  This  is  our 
duty,  but  it  is  also  our  highest  privilege.  The  Lord 
reigneth;  Hallelujah  !  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth  ! 
So  let  him  reign,  till  all  the  earth,  yea,  even  heaven  itself, 
be  filled  with  his  glory ;  let  him  reign  for  ever  and  ever. 
Let  us  join,  then,  that  new  song,  which  they  are  already 
singing  before  the  throne,  which  in  his  own  Revelation  he 
hath  recorded,  to  the  praise  of  his  power  and  love  and 
grace,  and  so  anticipate  on  earth,  the  harmony  and  the 
triumph  of  the  church  above :  “  They  sang  a  new  song, 
saying,  Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the 
seals  thereof ;  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to 
God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and 
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people,  and  nation  ;  and  hast  made  us  unto  our  God  kings 
and  priests,  and  we  shall  reign  on  the  earth.  And  I  be¬ 
held,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels  round  about 
the  throne,  and  the  beasts  and  the  elders  ;  and  the  number 
of  them  was  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  thousands  ;  saying,  with  a  loud  voice,  Worthy  is 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and 
wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing. 
And  every  creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  the  earth, 
and  under  the  earth,  and  such  as  are  in  the  sea,  and  all 
that  are  in  them,  heard  I  saying,  Blessing,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  power,  be  unto  Him  thatsitteth  upon  the  throne, 
and  unto  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever.”  Amen,  and  Amen. 
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35im  of  tfjc  Halt). 

The  various  wonders  implied  in  this  name  and  title  of 
the  Redeemer,  open  to  us  a  most  delightful  view  of  his 
character,  his  design,  and  his  blessings  to  his  people. 
The  nature  and  import  of  it  will  be  best  understood  by 
considering  the  purpose  of  the  Apostle  in  writing  his 
Epistle  to  the  Romans,  and  the  characters  of  those  to 
whom  he  here  alludes.  It  was  the  design  of  the  Apostle 
to  rectify  the  views  of  the  Roman  converts  upon  the  most 
important  article,  the  justification  of  a  sinner  before  God  ; 
and  to  confirm  his  reasoning,  he  illustrates  his  argument 
by  a  reference  to  the  state  and  conduct  of  the  Jewish 
nation,  who  had  made  a  most  fatal  mistake  upon  this 
point;  for,  going  about  to  establish  their  own  righteous¬ 
ness,  and  seeking  a  righteousness,  as  it  were,  by  the 
works  of  the  Law,  they  had  been  ignorant  of  God’s  righ¬ 
teousness,  and  therefore  had  not  submitted  to  God’s  way 
of  justifying  a  sinner  by  faith.  The  method,  therefore, 
which  they  were  pursuing  being  insufficient,  they  had 
never  attained  to  the  law  of  righteousness,  or  to  a  state 
of  justification  and  acceptance  before  God  ;  but  remained 
in  their  state  of  guilt  and  wrath,  and  were  ready  for 
destruction :  whereas  the  Gentiles,  who  were  afar  off, 
being  brought  to  seek  it  in  God’s  way,  had  obtained  it, 
to  their  great  joy,  and  their  assured  acceptance  in  the 
sight  of  God.  But  what  is  God’s  way  of  justifying  a 
sinner  ?  The  Apostle  acknowledges,  that  in  order  to  this 
there  must  be  a  perfect  righteousness,  a  perfect  obedience 
rendered  to  the  Law ;  and  not  only  so,  but  that  the  Law 
must  be  satisfied  in  all  its  requirements,  and  be  answered' 
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in  all  its  great  objects  and  ends ;  for  a  sinner  is  not  to 
be  saved  by  the  dishonouring  of  the  Law,  but  in  a  way 
which  magnifies  it,  and  makes  it  honourable.  But  how 
is  this  to  be  effected,  when  a  sinner  is  himself  totally 
unable  to  perform  it?  Here  the  Apostle  opens  a  glo¬ 
rious  way  of  salvation,  wrought  out  by  the  sinner’s  Surety; 
a  way  suitable  to  the  guilty  and  the  helpless ;  which  alone 
can  give  the  least  ground  of  hope  to  a  perishing  sinner, 
and  which  does  actually  provide  a  sure  and  certain  hope 
to  every  one  who  embraces  it.  This  Redeemer,  this 
Surety,  appointed  of  God  for  the  very  purpose,  hath 
wrought  out  this  righteousness  ;  and  not  only  so,  but 
hath  so  answered  all  the  end  and  purpose  of  the  Law, 
that  he  may  be  properly  called  the  End  of  the  Law ;  and 
thus  he  becomes  righteousness  to  every  one  that  believeth. 
This  appears  to  be  the  design  of  the  Apostle  ;  and  the 
consideration  of  it  will  be  most  suited  to  undeceive  the 
self-righteous,  to  dissipate  the  legal  fears  of  the  timid  be¬ 
liever,  and  to  clear  away  every  doubt  from  the  broken  and 
contrite  spirit,  and  shew  the  way  opening  to  the  throne 
of  glory,  to  a  reconciled  God,  to  all  the  blessings  of  sal¬ 
vation,  without  reference  to  any  worthiness  in  himself ; 
the  righteousness  being  completed,  and  accepted  on  his 
behalf,  without  restraint,  without  reserve,  to  every  one 
who  is  willing  to  accept  the  great  salvation. 

Let  us  enter  upon  the  contemplation,  with  humble 
reliance  on  Him  whose  office  it  is  to  testify  of  Christ,  to 
glorify  him,  and  to  enlighten  and  comfort  his  people. 

The  Law  of  the  Jews  was  either  judicial,  ceremonial,  or 
moral.  The  first  of  these  had  reference  principally  to  the 
Jewish  polity  ;  the  ceremonial  law  was  nothing  more  than 
a  system  of  figurative  emblems,  representing  the  truths 
and  glories  of  a  future  dispensation^  i.e.  the  Gospel ;  but 
the  moral  law,  as  it  is  generally  called,  or  rather  the  holy 
spiritual  law  of  God,  being  the  copy  of  his  own  purity 
and  righteousness,  must  remain  of  everlasting  obligation : 
for,  being  perfect,  it  can  never  admit  of  a  change,  since 
that  which  is  perfect  can  never  be  changed  but  for  the 
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worse ;  and  being-  tbe  transcript  of  his  own  perfections, 
it  must  ever  be  suitable  to  the  nature  of  the  eternal  Je¬ 
hovah  to  enforce  its  observation. 

1.  With  regard  to  the  judicial  law  of  the  Jews,  Christ 
may  be  considered  as  the  End  of  that ;  as  by  his  coming, 
and  under  him,  the  Jewish  polity  ceased  to  exist ;  and  the 
possibility  of  its  observance  no  longer  remains  :  nor  might 
it  be  suitable,  even  in  case  of  their  restoration  to  their 
own  land,  to  what  would  then  be  their  relative  situation 
among  the  nations. 

But  the  two  others  may  require  a  more  particidar  con¬ 
sideration. 

2.  As  the  ceremonial  law  was  only  a  figure  of  things  to 
come,  when  those  things  were  come  it  could  be  no  longer 
of  any  use ;  the  fulfilment  in  the  Antitype  must  supersede 
the  necessity  or  propriety  of  the  type  ;  and  as  they  all  had 
reference  to  the  person  and  work  of  Messiah,  and  were  to 
be  completed  in  him,  when  thus  completed  they  must  from 
thence  become  needless,  and  therefore  be  abolished.  Even 
under  that  dispensation  itself,  and  when  at  its  highest 
glory,  several  dark  intimations  were  given  of  the  removal 
of  those  ceremonial  observances  in  which  they  so  much 
delighted  :  when  the  day  should  break,  the  shadows  were 
to  flee  away.  (Song  ii.  17.)  The  heaven  and  the  earth 
of  the  Jewish  constitution  were  to  be  shaken,  to  make  way 
for  the  Hope  of  Israel,  the  Desire  of  all  nations,  the  king¬ 
dom  and  government  of  Christ.  (Hag.  ii.  6,  7 *.)  Their 
sacrifices  and  offerings  are  frequently  represented  as  no 
object  of  God’s  delight,  in  themselves,  and  as  detached 
from  their  design  and  antitypical  object.  (Psal.  xl.  6 ; 
Isa.  i.  11 — 14;  lxvi.  3:  Jer.  vi  20;  Amos  v.  21,  &c. ; 
Mic.  vi.  6.)  And  the  coming  of  Messiah  was  to  be  attended 
with  the  introduction  of  a  new  law,  which  was  to  be  received 
even  by  the  Gentile  Isles  (Isa.  xlii.  4) ;  and  him  they  were 

*  See  the  Apostle’s  reasoning  upon  this  in  Heb.  xii.  26,  27;  where 
he  tells  us  that  this  signifies  the  removing  of  those  things  which  are 
shaken,  as  of  things  that  are  made,  that  those  things  which  cannot  be 
shaken  might  remain. 
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to  hear  in  all  things  whatever  he  should  say  unto  them. 
(Acts  iii.  22.)  The  Jews  might  therefore  reasonably 
have  expected  a  new  dispensation  under  Messiah,  and 
either  great  alterations  in,  or  an  entire  abrogation  of,  the 
old.  Hence  the  Apostle  tells  us,  “  He  hath  abolished  in 
his  flesh  the  enmity  (that  which  was  the  cause  of  enmity 
between  Jews  and  Gentiles),  the  law  of  commandments 
contained  in  ordinances.”  (Eph.  ii.  14,  15.)  And  again  : 
“  He  hath  blotted  out  the  hand- writing  of  ordinances, 
which  was  against  us.”  (Col.  ii.  14.) 

But  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  leads  us,  in  a  systema¬ 
tical  series,  into  the  design  of  all  this  dispensation,  and 
shews  us,  that  the  temple  itself,  its  altars  and  its  sacrifices, 
its  offices,  its  fasts,  and  all  its  ceremonies,  had  no  other 
design  but  to  direct  the  believing  worshipper  to  Christ, 
and  to  something  of  his  person,  his  glory,  his  work,  and 
the  blessings  of  his  salvation.  Hence  there  was  no  per¬ 
fection  in  the  things  themselves,  nor  could  any  perfection 
be  expected  from  them  ;  “  but  now  there  is  verily  a  disan¬ 
nulling  of  the  command  going  before,  for  the  weakness  and 
unprofitableness  thereof;  for  the  Law  made  nothing  per¬ 
fect,  but  the  bringing  in  of  abetter  hope.”  Nor  could  it  be 
expected  from  it ;  for  the  “  Law  having  a  shadow  of  good 
things  to  come,  and  not  the  very  image  of  the  things, 
could  never,  with  those  sacrifices  which  they  offered  year 
by  year  continually,  make  the  comers  thereunto  perfect,” 
&c.  (Heb.  vii.  18,  19;  x.  1,  &c.)  These  were  a  shadow 
of  good  things  to  come  ;  but  the  body  was  Christ.  (Col.  ii. 
17,  &c.)  “  Now,  a  change  being  made  in  the  priesthood, 

there  must  be  a  change  also  of  the  law.”  (Heb.  vii.  12.) 
Being  therefore  completely  fulfilled  in  Christ,  they  are 
not  only  no  longer  of  any  use,  but  attention  to  their  ob¬ 
servance  becomes  a  rejection  of  their  design,  and  of  the 
benefit  and  blessing  of  the  Gospel  dispensation  ;  incurs  the 
most  awful  guilt,  and  places  the  rebellious  sinner  in  a  state 
of  imminent  danger,  depriving  him  of  all  the  blessings  of 
Christ’s  salvation.  (Gal.  v.  2.) 

It  is  evident,  however,  from  the  statement  of  the  Apostle, 
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that  this  is  not  his  chief  design,  for  it  is  not  by  obeying  or 
fulfilling  the  ceremonial  law  that  Christ  can  become  righ¬ 
teousness  to  his  people,  or  obtain  a  righteousness  for  them. 
To  enter,  therefore,  into  his  meaning,  we  must  proceed  a 
step  further,  and  consider  it  particularly  referring  to  the 
moral  law,  or  what  may  rather  be  called, 

3.  The  holy  and  spiritual  law  of  God,  And  he  is  the 
End  of  this  Law  in  several  respects,  which  are  most  neces¬ 
sary,  important,  and  suitable  for  the  consolation  and  salva¬ 
tion  of  sinners.  We  behold  him  sustaining  a  character,  in 
which  he  must  ever  be  the  only  subject  of  confidence  and 
faith,  and  the  object  of  eternal  praise  to  all  his  people. 

But  let  it  not  be  supposed,  that,  by  his  becoming  the 
End  of  the  Law  himself,  he  hath  put  an  end  to  the  Law, 
that  he  hath  abolished  the  Law  itself ;  or  that,  by  placing 
his  people  under  the  law  of  faith,  he  hath  taken  away  the 
obligation  to  obedience.  No  ;  the  law  of  God  must  have 
an  everlasting  obligation  upon  all  the  creatures  of  God ; 
nor  could  it  ever  perform  its  office  in  the  believer  if  it  were 
not  so  :  it  could  neither  convince  of  sin  ;  for  where  no 
law  is,  there  is  no  transgression ;  nor  could  it  therefore 
humble  the  sinner;  or  preserve  in  the  believer  a  sense  of 
his  constant  need  of  Christ,  and  so  lead  him  to  Christ  as 
all  his  dependence  and  salvation. 

Believers,  therefore,  are  not  without  law  to  God,  but 
under  the  law  to  Christ.  They  are  still  under  every 
obligation,  yea,  additional  obligation,  to  observe  its  pre¬ 
cepts,  while  in  Christ  they  behold  its  penalty  and  its  curse 
removed ;  and  obey,  therefore,  in  newness  of  spirit,  from 
holy  love  to  God,  and  not  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter,  as 
a  covenant  of  life  and  salvation.  “  It  is  an  unchangeable 
law,  obliging  for  ever  all  creatures  to  obedience  ;  and  this 
obligation  Christ  in  the  Gospel  has  not  in  the  least  dis¬ 
solved,  but  on  all  accounts  confirmed  and  strengthened ; 
and,  therefore,  the  Law  in  the  hands  of  the  Saviour  hath 
nothing  but  blessings  to  bestow  upon  thee  :  thou  art  to  per¬ 
ceive  it  at  his  mouth,  and  to  obey  him 

*  Romanic's  Walk  of  Failli,  p.  303. 
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But  though  he  hath  not  abrogated  its  authority,  he  hath 
abrogated  the  sentence  and  the  curse  from  every  believer; 
and,  in  order  to  this,  he  hath  become  the  End  of  the  Law, 
By  fulfilling  all  its  demands,  in  the  stead  of,  and  for 
the  benefit  of,  his  chosen  people. — It  is  impossible  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  nature  of  the  undertaking,  condescension, 
and  work  of  Christ,  without  considering  him  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Surety  or  Mediator  of  the  better  covenant,  who, 
being  made  under  the  Law — i.e.  voluntarily  subjected  to  all 
its  demands,  that  he  might  redeem  us  who  were  under  the 
Law — laid  himself  under  an  obligation  to  fulfil  all  righteous¬ 
ness.  But  the  Law  with  respect  to  us,  as  sinners,  required 
both  active  obedience  and  penal  sufferings  :  his  righteous¬ 
ness,  therefore,  includes  both  :  in  both  he  renders  a  com¬ 
plete  obedience,  and  thus  fully  renders  all  that  the  Law 
could  demand.  He  humbled  himself,  and  became  obedient 
to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.  When  he  said, 
“Lo,  1  come  to  do  thy  will,  O  God  this  was  the  extent 
of  his  covenant  engagement;  nor  does  he  decline,  in  the 
least  part  of  his  arduous  undertaking,  till  he  could  say,  “  It 
is  finished.”  He  obeys  the  command,  and  suffers  all  the 
penalties  which  Justice  could  inflict,  and  which  the  honour 
of  the  Divine  government  required.  Free  in  his  very  nature, 
the  Lamb  of  God  without  blemish  and  without  spot ;  free 
in  his  choice  in  the  act  of  undertaking  the  work,  he  be¬ 
came  our  Friend  and  our  Surety';  and  as  no  obligation  could 
lie  upon  him  in  any  manner  till  he  appeared  in  our  nature, 
and  thus  submitted  to  be  made  under  the  Law,  he  could 
justly  undertake  for  others :  his  work  is  therefore  con¬ 
stantly  represented  as  being  done,  notfor  himself,  but  for  us. 
It  is  our  righteousness  which  he  completed  for  justification; 
a  righteousness  which  he  hath  a  power  of  imputing  to  the 
account  of  his  people.  (Rom.  v.  16,  &c.)  He  hath  delivered 
us  from  the  curse  of  the  Law,  by  being  made  a  curse  for  us. 
(Gal.  iii.  13.)  And  what  the  Law  could  not  do,  in  that  it 
was  weak  through  the  flesh  ;  God,  sending  his  own  Son  in 
the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  and  by  his  sacrifice  for  sin,  con¬ 
demned  sin  in  the  flesh,  that  the  righteousness  of  the  Law 
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might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  &c.  (Rom.  viii.  3,  4.)  Hence  he 
came  not  to  destroy  the  Law,  but  to  fulfil  it.  What  an  en¬ 
couraging  view  does  this  open  to  the  mind  of  the  trembling 
penitent,  conscious  of  unrighteousness  and  of  condem¬ 
nation  !  Trembling  through  fear  of  justly  deserved  wrath, 
he  beholds  in  Christ  a  righteousness  in  which  he  hath 
access  to  God,  freely  given  to  the  sinner,  and  designed  by 
God  himself  for  his  justification  and  salvation.  In  this  he 
finds  acceptance  ;  in  this  he  appears  adorned  with  beauty 
and  with  glory,  and  stands  cleansed  from  every  defilement, 
and  covered  with  an  everlasting  robe  of  infinite  excellency. 
Viewed  in  Christ,  viewed  as  Christ,  all  his  sins  are 
for  ever  hidden  ;  all  the  righteousness  of  Jesus  ever  sur¬ 
rounding,  protecting,  and  ornamenting  his  soul.  It  is  the 
business  of  faith  to  realize  this,  and  dismiss  all  guilty  fears; 
all  fear  arising  from  a  sense  of  unworthiness  and  sin ;  and 
taking  the  gift  of  Christ,  to  rejoice  in  the  confidence  of 
complete  acceptance  through  him. 

But  when  Christ  is  called  the  End  of  the  Law,  it  seems 
to  imply  more  than  his  being  the  fulfiller  of  the  law — viz. 
that  he  is  the  very  fulfilment  of  all  its  designs  ;  that  in  his 
person  and  work  it  all  appears  glorious,  and  is  established: 
yea,  that  all  the  great  ends,  objects,  and  purposes  of  the 
Law,  being  given,  are  answered  and  completed  in  the  per¬ 
son  and  work  of  Christ.  If  we  consider  a  few  of  these,  it 
will  lead  us  still  further  into  this  character  of  glory  and 
of  grace. 

(1.)  The  primary  design  of  the  Law  of  God  is,  no  doubt, 
the  display  of  the  truth,  justice,  and  holiness  of  the  Divine 
character,  and  the  manifestation  of  all  his  holy  attributes. 
This  appears  eminently  in  the  nature  of  the  Law  itself:  its 
precepts  are  holy,  just,  and  good.  The  law  is  a  copy  of  the 
infinite  perfections  of  Jehovah,  by  which  we  may  judge  of 
his  nature  and  perfections  :  it  is  the  perfect  sum  of  all 
holiness,  and  the  righteous  rule  which  marks  out  the  evil 
of  every  transgression  ;  as  a  straight  line,  discovering  the 
deviations  of  the  heart  and  practices  of  men.  The  man¬ 
ner  of  its  original  promulgation  to  the  Jewish  nation  was 
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such  as  gives  the  highest  idea  of  its  glory  and  purity,  and 
the  most  solemn,  affecting  view  of  the  holiness  of  the  Giver. 
Neither  man  nor  beast  was  to  come  near,  nor  touch  the 
mount  upon  which  it  was  to  be  proclaimed,  upon  the 
penalty  of  death.  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  third  day  in 
the  morning,  that  there  were  thunders  and  lightnings,  and 
a  cloud  upon  the  mount,  and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  ex¬ 
ceeding  loud,  so  that  all  the  people  that  was  in  the  camp 
trembled,  &e.  And  Mount  Sinai  was  altogether  on  a 
smoke,  because  Jehovah  descended  upon  it  in  fire;  and  the 
smoke  thereof  ascended  as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace  ;  and  the 
whole  mount  quaked  greatly.  (Ex.  xix.  10—20.)  But  the 
solemn  sanction  by  which  this  Law  is  confirmed,  completes 
the  evidence  of  the  Divine  holiness  and  truth,  and  mani¬ 
fests  that  he  is  a  jealous  God,  unchangeable  in  his  holy 
hatred  of  and  indignation  against  sin  ;  that  heaven  and 
earth  shall  pass  away,  before  one  jot  or  tittle  of  his  law 
shall  fail.  Cursed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all 
things  written  in  the  book  of  the  Law  to  do  them  :  the  soul 
that  sinneth,  it  shall  die.  Death  was  the  original  sentence, 
and  ever  since  the  entrance  of  sin  hath  been  ravaging  the 
world :  death  passeth  upon  all  men,  because  all  are  sinners; 
and  the  sentence  of  eternal  death  yet  stands  out  against 
the  immortal  soul,  as  just  in  its  nature,  and  as  sure  in  its 
execution,  as  the  death  of  the  body.  Under  this  Law  a 
whole  world  once  perished  by  the  hand  of  the  Lord ;  and 
under  it  thousands  and  ten  thousands  of  lost  souls  are  now 
perishing  in  the  gulf  of  everlasting  misery.  What  a  holy 
God  have  we  to  do  with !  “  Who  is  like  unto  thee,  O 
Lord,  among  the  gods?  who  is  like  unto  thee?  glorious 
in  holiness,”  &c.  (Ex.  xv.  11.)  Truly  our  God  is  a  con¬ 
suming  fire ! 

But,  if  this  be  so  eminently  displayed  in  the  nature,  pro¬ 
mulgation,  and  sanction  of  the  pure  and  holy  Law  ;  much 
more  illustriously  does  it  shine  forth  in  the  person,  under¬ 
taking,  and  work  of  Christ ;  and  the  mount  of  Calvary 
gives  us  a  much  more  striking  view  of  it,  than  the  mount 
of  Sinai.  When  Jesus  appeared  in  the  flesh,  it  was  to 
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magnify  the  law,  and  make  it  honourable;  and,  though 
the  ultimate  object  of  his  undertaking  was  the  salvation  of 
his  people,  the  most  glorious  design  was  so  to  magnify  the 
Divine  perfections,  that  truth,  righteousness,  and  justice 
might  appear  in  that  salvation,  in  the  strongest  point  of 
view.  Let  us  then  behold  the  condescending  Jehovah, 
Immanuel,  God  with  us — God  in  our  nature :  let  us  con¬ 
template  this  wonderful  Person  in  the  manger,  as  the  Babe 
of  Bethlehem ;  or  as  the  Man  of  Sorrow,  through  all  his 
life  of  poverty  and  affliction.  Let  us  come  near  and  look 
into  the  darkness  of  Gethsemane,  when  the  sword  awoke 
against  the  Man  who  was  the  fellow  of  the  Almighty.  Let 
us  stand  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  when  the  Lord  laid  upon 
him  the  iniquity  of  us  all ;  where  “  he  was  wounded  for 
our  transgressions,  bruised  for  our  iniquities;  where  the 
chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,”  (Is.liii.  5)  ; 
where  it  even  “  pleased  the  Father  to  bruise  him  and  put 
him  to  grief,”  &c.  (ver.  10.)  Why  should  this  scene  of 
sufferings  take  place  upon  Him  who  alone  was  absolutely 
pure  and  perfectly  righteous  ?  Why  should  the  sins  of  his 
people  be  so  punished  upon  him  as  their  Surety,  had  it 
been  consistent  with  the  character  and  perfections  of  Je¬ 
hovah  to  have  forgiven  sins  without  an  adequate  satisfac¬ 
tion  ?  It  does  not  become  us  to  say  what  God  might  do, 
as  to  absolute  power ;  but  this  we  certainly  may  say,  he 
must  be  just,  he  must  be  holy,  in  all  his  ways,  and  especially 
in  this  grand  display  of  mercy.  Hence,  then,  not  a  tittle  of 
the  Law  shall  fail;  its  whole  demand  must  be  paid  ;  and  if 
the  Son  of  God  appears  with  the  guilt  of  sin,  though  only 
by  imputation,  it  pleases  the  Father  to  exact  the  whole — he 
spared  not  his  own  Son.  Sin  must  be  punished,  though 
it  be  in  the  obedience  and  sufferings  even  of  the  Son  of 
God,  though  he  was  the  Son  of  everlasting  love.  What 
could  Jehovah  so  delight  in  or  love,  as  his  own  Son  l  Not  all 
the  beings  in  creation.  And  if  he  could  in  any  being  spare 
or  connive  at  sin,  it  must  have  been  in  him,  especially 
when  he  appeared  only  with  the  imputed  sins  of  his  people. 
But,  no  ;  he  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all,  and  made  his 
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soul  an  offering  for  sin.  His  infinite  obedience  and  in¬ 
finite  sufferings  make,  therefore,  such  an  exhibition  of  the 
evil  of  sin,  as  could  not  have  been  made,  even  in  the 
eternal  destruction  of  all  the  race  of  sinners.  “  God 
hath  set  him  forth  as  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his 
blood,  to  declare  his  righteousness  for  the  remission  of 
sins,  &c ;  that  God  may  be  just,  and  the  justifier  of  him 
which  believeth  in  Jesus.”  (Rom.  iii.  25,  26.)  At  least 
we  may  say,  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  God  would  save 
sinners,  and  remit  the  punishment  of  their  sins,  by  in¬ 
flicting  the  whole  of  it  upon  the  person  of  his  Son.  What 
a  solemn  view  does  this  give  us  of  the  holiness  of  God,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  grace  !  This  is  a  most  eminent  display  of 
this  chief  design  of  the  law,  and  by  which  Christ  hath  be¬ 
come  the  End  of  the  Law :  and  while  we  hope  in  such  mercy, 
we  solemnly  reverence  the  unchangeableness  of  Divine  jus¬ 
tice.  We  dare  not  refuse  nor  turn  away  from  him  that 
thus  speaketh  from  heaven,  for  we  learn  that  our  God  is  a 
consuming  fire  ! 

Another  chief  design  and  purpose  of  the  law  is, 

2.  To  put  glory  and  honour  upon  the  Divine  government. 
But  this  is  most  especially  maintained  in  this  way  of  sal¬ 
vation  of  his  chosen  people.  This  view  is  indeed  nearly 
related  to  the  former,  though  in  some  measure  distinct, 
and  will  not  therefore  require  much  enlargement.  In  the 
Law,  God  appears  as  the  righteous  Governor  of  the  world  ; 
but  surely  never  does  he  appear  equally  so  as  at  the  Cross  of 
Christ.  Angels  look  upon  this  wonderful  transaction,  not 
only  as  a  display  of  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God,  the 
almighty  power  and  infinite  love  of  God  ;  but  as  an  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  his  true  character,  as  the  Governor  of  universal 
creation.  This  opens  to  our  view  such  a  plan  of  Divine 
government  as  discovers  the  strictest  and  most  unviolated 
attachment  to  truth  and  justice,  as  must  render  that  govern¬ 
ment  honourable  to  all  intelligent  beings.  It  stands  as  a 
testimony  to  all  the  world,  and  will  thus  stand  throughout 
eternity,  that  the  righteous  God  will  govern  according  to 
his  own  Law,  that  His  commands  can  never  be  despised  or 
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broken,  without  a  due  and  righteous  recompence ;  and, 
that  not  a  tittle  shall  ever  fail. 

If  we  learn  this  truth  by  the  sentence  and  sanction 
of  the  holy  Law  ;  if  in  its  execution  upon  sinners  we  see  the 
dreadful  effects  of  transgression,  and  the  consequence  of 
sin  ;  it  is  in  the  work  of  Christ  that  we  behold  its  complete 
verification.  While  such  a  method  is  devised,  and  such  a 
plan  executed,  to  glorify  God  in  the  salvation  of  sinners, 
we  have  an  illustration  of  the  fact  beyond  a  comparison  in 
any  other  way;  we  are  compelled  to  cry,  “  Forasmuch  as 
thou  art  God,  and  thy  name  is  great  in  might,  who  shall 
not  fear  thee,  O  King  of  nations?  for  to  thee  doth  it  apper¬ 
tain.”  (Jer.  x.  6,  7.) 

We  may  just  mention  another  end  of  the  Law,  which  is, 
3.  To  display  the  goodness  of  God. — But  no  one  can 
doubt  of  the  acomplishment  of  this  in  the  work  of  Christ. 
If  the  Law  direct  us  in  the  way  of  peace,  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  restores  us  to  it  when  forfeited  and  lost :  it  not  only 
teaches  us  the  way,  but  gives  the  ability  to  walk  therein. 
If  obedience  to  the  one  would  have  retained  our  standing 
before  God,  the  other  restores  us  and  brings  us  back  to 
God,  and  introduces  us  to  the  best  blessings  of  an  immortal 
soul.  The  Law  was  ordained  to  life,  though,  by  reason  of 
the  infirmity  of  our  flesh,  it  is  found  to  be  unto  death  :  but 
Christ  is  the  giver  of  life  eternal ;  and  what  the  Law  could 
not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  flesh,  &c.  In  Christ  all 
spiritual  blessings  are  restored ;  grace  in  time  ;  life  and  im¬ 
mortality  through  eternity.  It  is  all  we  need,  to  be  found  in 
Christ ;  this  is  the  great  blessing  from  the  great  Blesser, 
which  the  Gospel  sets  forth ;  glorifying  all  the  Divine  per¬ 
fections  in  a  sure  way  of  salvation  for  guilty  sinners ;  be¬ 
cause  “  Christ  is  the  End  of  the  Law  for  righteousness  to 
every  one  that  believeth.” 

Hence  perfect  is  the  harmony  and  glory  of  the  Divine 
plan  of  salvation.  Here  indeed,  according  to  the  delight¬ 
ful  representation  of  the  Psalmist,  “  Mercy  and  truth  have 
met  together;  righteousness  and  peace  have  embraced  each 
other:”  “  truth  hath  sprung  out  of  the  earth,”  in  the  person 
vol.  in.  2  B 
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of  Christ,  and  therefore  “righteousness  hath  looked  down 
from  heaven”  upon  man  with  delight  and  pleasure.  (Psalm 
lxxxv.  9 — 11.)  Here  we  have  no  Soeinian  system  of 
absolute  mercy,  where  all  the  other  attributes  of  God 
are  neglected  or  opposed  ;  but  a  plan  of  salvation  as  glo¬ 
rious  to  God  as  it  is  suited  to  the  sinner ;  as  really  and  as 
fully  calculated  to  magnify  all  the  Divine  perfections,  as  to 
relieve  the  guilt  and  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  perishing, 
guilty,  and  helpless  sinner  :  a  plan  which  shall  through 
eternity  be  more  and  more  unfolding  the  mystery  of  Divine 
wisdom,  truth,  righteousness,  love,  and  grace,  and  all  the 
perfections  of  the  Godhead.  But  the  benefit  to  the 
perishing  sinner  is  the  very  grace  he  needs  ;  the  Law  being- 
honoured  and  answered  in  all  its  purposes  by  the  obedi¬ 
ence  of  the  Surety,  a  righteousness  hath  been  wrought  out, 
which  can  be  imputed  for  the  justification  of  that  sinner. 
This  was  one  end  of  the  Law :  to  justify  was  its  first 
great  object ;  that  it  condemns,  is  the  effect  of  our  trans¬ 
gression  ;  through  the  weakness  of  our  flesh  it  is  found 
unto  death.  Perfect  obedience  would  have  secured  a 
righteousness  to  salvation  ;  and  now,  if  there  had  been  a 
law  given  which  could  have  given  life,  verily  righteousness 
should  have  been  by  the  Law.  But  the  Scripture  hath 
concluded  all  under  sin.  This  laid  the  necessity  of  such 
a  work  by  the  Surety ;  which,  being  completed  and  ac¬ 
cepted  on  their  account,  will  justify  the  ungodly.  “  He  for 
them  paid  the  ransom  by  his  death  ;  he  for  them  fulfilled 
the  Law  in  his  life  ;  so  that  now,  in  him  and  by  him,  every 
true  Christian  is  called  a  fulfiller  of  the  Law,  inasmuch 
as  what  their  infirmities  lacked,  Christ’s  justice  (i.  e.  righ¬ 
teousness)  hath  completed.”  ( Homily  on  Salvation .)  This 
is  the  just  inference  from  this  character  and  work  of  Christ : 
As  a  sinner,  I  must  have  all  my  righteousness  in  him  alone, 
and  by  him  it  was  wrought  out  and  finished  ;  it  hath  been 
accepted  of  the  eternal  Jehovah,  and  by  him  it  is  given ; 
and  when  faith  receives  it,  it  receives  complete  justifica¬ 
tion.  For  a  sinner  to  seek  justification  in  any  other  way, 
is  the  height  of  follv,  absurdity,  and  guilt.  The  Law  leaves 
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us  miserable,  as  it  leaves  us  guilty  :  it  rejects  the  best  duties 
for  the  least  defilement  or  miscarriage;  and  what  service 
of  the  miserable  sinner  is  there  that  is  not  defiled  ?  The 
Law  hath  no  mediator  to  fulfil  its  demands,  or  to  mediate 
between  God  and  sinners.  Well  might  the  Israelites  say 
to  Moses  of  old, when  beholding  the  terror  of  the  Law  given 
from  mount  Sinai,  “  Speak  thou  with  us,  and  we  will  hear ; 
but  let  not  God  speak  with  us,  lest  we  die.”  (Exod.  xx. 
19.)  The  Lord  approves  the  request,  as  being  well  spoken, 
suited  to  the  state  of  sinners,  who  must  always  appear 
before  a  holy  God  through  a  Mediator.  (Deut.  v.  27,  28.) 
And  herein  Moses  appears  as  a  suitable  emblem  of  the 
great  Mediator  between  God  and  man.  In  him  we  have 
a  friend  who  hath  undertaken  our  cause,  finished  the  atone¬ 
ment,  completed  the  satisfaction,  glorified  the  Law  and 
government  of  God ;  nay,  answered  all  the  purposes  and 
ends  of  the  Law  by  his  obedience  and  suffering ;  and  who 
now  pleads  his  perfect  work  as  the  Priest  before  the  throne. 
Shall  we  reject  his  work  ?  shall  we  venture  to  rest  on  any 
thing  besides,  or  hope  to  unite  any  thing  with  the  complete 
redemption  of  such  a  Saviour  ?  No  :  “  There  is  salvation 
in  no  other,”  &c.  And  to  rest  for  justification  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  on  any  thing  beside,  is  to  render  vain  the  death 
of  Christ,  and  to  exclude  ourselves  from  its  benefits  :  for 
Christ  is  become  of  no  effect  unto  you,  whosoever  of  you 
are  justified  (or  seek  to  be  justified)  by  the  Law ;  ye  are 
fallen  from  grace.  And  to  neglect  his  great  salvation  will 
secure  a  more  awful  destruction  than  the  neglect  of  the 
Mosaic  dispensation.  (Heb.  x.  28,  &c.)  But  here  the 
penitent  sinner  finds  a  redemption  suited  to  his  necessity  ; 
complete  in  its  provisions  ;  glorious  and  honourable  to  the 
perfections  of  the  eternal  Jehovah  ;  in  which  all  those  per¬ 
fections  harmonize  and  shine ;  appointed  of  God  ;  accepted 
by  God;  in  which  he  is  invited,  yea,  commanded,  to  trust ; 
the  blessings  of  which  are  promised,  not  to  the  worthy,  but 
to  the  sinner  believing  on  Christ ;  and  which  are  actually 
given,  and  are  to  and  upon  all  them  that  believe;  for  there 
is  no  difference :  for  all  have  sinned,  and  come  short 
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of  the  glory  of  God  :  “  being  justified  freely  by  his  grace,” 
&c.  This  is  the  free  gift  of  righteousness  of  many 
offences  unto  justification ;  and  they  that  receive  this 
abundance  of  grace  and  the  gift  of  righteousness  shall  reign 
in  life  by  Jesus  Christ.”  (See  Rom.  v.  15—21.) 

Let  the  guilty  penitent  receive  the  consolation;  and, 
without  looking  for  any  worthiness  in  himself,  trust  the  pro¬ 
mise  of  Jehovah,  and  be  satisfied  of  the  all-sufficiency  of 
the  provision  of  graee  in  Christ,  for  his  pardon,  justifica¬ 
tion,  and  eternal  salvation. 

Here  is  a  sure  ground  of  consolation  under  the  imper¬ 
fections  of  our  obedience :  for  it  is  not  our  obedience  in 
whole  or  in  any  part  that  we  found  our  hope  upon,  but  the 
obedience,  already  wrought  out  and  completed,  of  Christ. 
Here  is  sure  ground  of  comfort  under  those  fears  that  arise 
from  the  holiness,  purity,  and  sanctions  of  the  holy  Law  ; 
for  that  Law  hath  been  honoured  and  answered  in  all  its 
objects  and  ends,  in  the  person  and  work  of  Jesus:  in  whom 
*>y  faith,  according  to  the  promise  of  God,  I  trust  as  my 
Saviour. — Trust  thyself,  then,  thou  penitent  sinner,  in  the 
band  of  this  Saviour  :  he  will  wash  thee,  justify  thee,  and 
save  thee  ;  as  the  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood, 
in  which  the  righteousness  of  God  hath  been  declared  for 
thy  forgiveness.  If  thou  art  found  in  Christ,  thou  art 
justified  from  all  things.  In  him  thou  art  complete.  It  is 
the  business  of  faith  to  believe  and  rest  upon  this  truth, 
till  holy  love  sanctify  the  heart  to  obey  in  newness  of  the 
spirit,  and  notin  the  oldness  of  the  letter.  Live  the  life  of 
faith  upon  the  Son  of  God,  and  take  up  the  language  which 
the  Prophet  hath  put  into  the  lips  of  the  New-Testament 
believer;  “  Surely  in  Jehovah  have  I  righteousness  and 
strength.... this  is  the  name  in  which  1  will  boast;  Jehovah, 
my  righteousness. ...yea,  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord, 
my  soul  shall  be  joyful  in  my  God ;  for  he  hath  clothed  me 
with  the  garments  of  salvation,  he  hath  covered  me  with 
the  robe  of  righteousness,”  &c.  (Isaiah  xlv.  24;  Jer.  xxiii. 
6;  Isaiah  lxi.  10.)  Yes,  my  soul,  here  is  a  perfect  righ¬ 
teousness  wrought  out  by  thy  Surety,  and  therefore  thy 
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property,  answering  all  the  ends  of  the  Law  on  thy  behalf, 
and  that  it  may  be  thy  righteousness.  I  shall  be  accepted 
in  all  I  do  in  him  :  in  him  I  shall  be  justified  and  blessed. 
Blessed,  then,  be  his  glorious  Name  for  ever  1  What  grati¬ 
tude  is  due  to  my  blessed  Jesus,  for  such  a  design,  for  such 
a  work,  for  such  a  gift,  secured  to  faith  by  the  promises 
of  his  word  !  Do  I  believe  this?  Can  I  trust  his  promise? 
then  my  guilty  soul  may  have  peace ;  in  him  I  may  hold 
fast  my  peace  and  confidence,  which  upon  any  other  ground 
must  be  continually  shaken,  continually  in  uncertainty. 
And  while  I  dismiss  my  fears,  my  heart  shall  overflow  with 
love  :  my  heart,  my  powers,  my  time,  my  talents,  are  his, 
and,  when  devoted  to  him,  are  but  a  reasonable  service ; 
and  though  1  cannot  now  obey  his  laws  to  obtain  his  favour, 
which  will  always  leave  me  in  doubt  of  that  favour  through 
imperfection  and  guilt,  gratitude  shall  direct  my  conduct 
and  influence  my  heart  to  willing  obedience  to  his  glory ; 
and  yet,  amidst  manifold  infirmities,  I  will  rejoice  in  Christ 
Jesus,  who  is  still  the  End  of  the  Law',  that  he  may  be 
my  righteousness,  and  therefore  my  sure  and  eternal 
salvation. 
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ESSAY  XIII. 

Itong^uffmng— <£nitlntc0S  of  (Tfimt. 

When  the  Apostle  Paul  is  describing,  in  an  animated 
manner,  the  love  which  the  Redeemer  had  manifested 
to  him,  in  his  calling,  conversion,  and  salvation ;  amongst 
various  wonders  of  his  mercy,  he  admires,  above  all,  the 
greatness  of  his  long-suffering :  “  He  hath  shewn,”  says 
the  adoring  Apostle,  “  all  long-suffering,  as  a  pat¬ 
tern  to  them  who  should  hereafter  believe  on  him  to  life 
everlasting.”  So  that  this  display  of  patient  forbearance 
was  by  no  means  peculiar  to  him,  but  belongs  to  the 
character  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  and  is  the  continued  and 
unceasing  disposition  which  he  displays  toward  all  his 
people,  in  order  that  he  may  bring  them  by  faith  to,  and 
preserve  them  as  believers  in,  himself. 

There  cannot  be  a  qualification  more  necessary,  nor  a 
recommendation  more  suited  to  the  Saviour;  to  the  Helper 
of  such  unwise  and  ignorant,  such  sinful  and  rebellious 
creatures,  so  prone  to  provoke  the  Lord  to  anger.  How 
often  has  it  been  put  to  the  trial  in  the  conduct  of  all  his 
people  !  how,  but  in  its  unabating  exercises,  would  any  of 
them  have  ever  been  brought  from  the  kingdom  of  Satan 
into  the  kingdom  of  his  grace,  and  preserved  for  the 
kingdom  of  his  glory  ?  Such  was  the  kindness  he  per¬ 
petually  manifested  in  the  days  of  his  flesh  toward  the 
afflicted,  even  those  whose  faith  was  the  weakest  and  the 
most  suspicious  of  his  love  or  power.  Such  especially 
was  his  conduct  toward  his  disciples,  though  often  grieved 
with  their  prejudices,  ignorance,  and  unbelief;  and  still, 
says  the  Apostle,  “  he  is  long-suffering  to  us-ward ;  not 
willing  that  any  of  us  should  perish,  but  that  all  should 
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come  to  repentance.”  (2  Pet.  iii.  9.)  The  gentleness  of 
Christ  is  therefore  the  ground  of  one  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  and  persuasive  exhortations  of  another  Apostle ;  and 
it  is  most  assuredly  the  strongest  argument  for  our  laith, 
the  sweetest  excitement  to  our  gratitude,  and  the  most 
engaging  motive  to  our  love  and  our  obedience. 

In  looking  back  to  his  own  experience,  this  excited 
the  admiration  and  gratitude  of  the  Apostle.  The  same 
effect  will  be  produced  on  us,  if  we  consider  its  displays,  as 
it  has  appeared  in  our  own  experience;  and  this  (as  face 
answers  to  face  in  a  glass)  will  no  doubt  correspond  with 
the  experience  of  all  the  saints  of  God,  who,  in  their  last 
song  of  victory  and  triumph,  will  ascribe  the  glory  of  their 
salvation  to  him  “  whose  right  hand  hath  upholden  them, 
whose  gentleness  hath  made  them  great.”  (Ps.  xviii.  35.) 

Whoever  surveys,  with  any  attention,  the  path  in  which 
he  hath  been  led,  will  find  recorded  in  his  memory  a 
variety  of  instances  in  which  the  long-suffering  of  his 
Almighty  Saviour  hath  appeared,  again  and  again  exciting 
the  exclamation,  “  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  pardoning 
iniquity,  and  passing  by  the  transgressions  of  the  remnant  of 
his  heritage  !”  &c.  In  considering  our  own  experience,  or 
in  reviewing  the  state  of  the  world  at  large,  the  first  thing 
which  engages  our  attention  is  his  long-suffering  for¬ 
bearance  with  sinners  in  their  state  of  sin,  a  state  of 
enmity  and  continued  rebellion  against  himself.  Had  it 
not  been  for  this,  the  world  had  long  ago  perished  and 
been  destroyed  by  the  stroke  of  his  just  indignation. 
While  the  heart  of  the  sinner  is  at  enmity  with  God  ; 
while  he  loves  sin,  and  will  not  turn  from  it  to  Christ  for 
life  and  salvation  ;  the  guilt  of  all  his  iniquities  must  rest 
upon  himself,  and  his  destruction  lie  at  his  own  door: 
and  while  the  Lord  bestows  the  means  of  grace,  and  waits, 
amidst  the  manifold  provocations  of  the  sinner’s  conduct, 
deferring  his  righteous  anger,  who  will  deny  that  he  is 
slow  to  anger,  and  that  he  hath  no  pleasure  in  the  death 
of  the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  ways 
and  live  ?  (Ezek.  xxxiii.  XI.)  Hence  it  is  declared,  “  Be- 
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loved,  now  is  the  accepted  time,”  when  every  returning 
sinner  is  accepted  of  the  Lord  ;  and  “  Now  is  the  day  of 
salvation,”  when  believing  sinners  are  admitted  to  all  its 
blessings.  The  care  of  the  Lord  over  his  professing  church, 
is  therefore  beautifully  represented  by  that  of  the  master 
of  a  vineyard,  who  prepares  every  thing  for  its  fruitfulness 
and  security,  and  which  can  therefore  only  fail  of  fruitful¬ 
ness  by  its  own  sterility  and  the  unconquerable  badness 
of  its  soil.  (Isa.  v.  I — 4.) 

He  exercises  long  suffering,  even  to  those  who  despise 
the  riches  of  his  goodness,  not  knowing  that  the  goodness 
of  God  directs  them  to  repentance,  and  thus  “  after  their 
hardness  and  impenitent  hearts,  treasure  up  unto  them¬ 
selves  wrath,  against  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God.”  (Rom.  ii.4,  5.)  He  waits 
indeed,  till  the  measure  of  iniquity  be  filled  up  ;  and  then, 
and  not  till  then,  becomes  a  God  of  justice,  consigning 
the  sinner  over,  without  help  and  without  a  remedy,  to  the 
consequences  of  his  iniquities,  or  “  reserving  him  to  the 
day  of  judgment,  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men.”  In  such 
a  state  of  man,  amidst  the  constant  discovery  of  enmity 
and  rebellion,  the  displays  of  saving  grace  must  ever  be 
the  acts  of  sovereign  and  distinguishing  mercy;  in  this 
mercy  he  forbears  with  them  while  in  a  state  of  sin,  till  by 
the  same  mercy  he  brings  them  to  himself.  The  state  of 
those  who  believe  in  him,  is  by  nature  like  others ;  their 
practices  similar,  till  renewed  and  changed  by  the  efficacy 
of  his  own  grace;  and,  in  the  review  of  their  former  con¬ 
duct  in  connection  with  the  adjustments  of  his  providence 
and  the  disposal  of  all  his  dispensations,  they  are  often 
compelled  into  adoring  admiration  of  his  goodness,  and  the 
kindness  and  compassion  of  all  his  ways,  tending,  amidst  all 
their  provocations,  to  the  consummation  of  his  purposes  to¬ 
wards  them  of  grace  and  salvation.  Here,  says  the  believer, 
I  was  following  a  course  that  would  soon  have  hastened 
me todestruction,hadnothisprovidence  hedged  up  the  way, 
and  prevented  me  from  following  the  path  my  foolish  heart 
had  chosen  :  at  such  a  time  I  was  altogether  careless  and 
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unconcerned  in  the  midst  of  my  rebellion :  at  another  time 
despising  the  Hand  that  poured  its  blessings  all  around  me ; 
and  again  murmuring  against  his  providence,  and  fighting 
against  the  methods  of  bis  grace;  sinning  in  all  with  a  high 
hand,  and  a  hardened  and  rebellious  heart.  How  wonder¬ 
ful  the  patience  which  prolonged  my  existence,  that  for¬ 
bore  to  number  me  amongst  the  dead  ;  or  when,  in  this  or 
that  season  of  affliction,  I  stood  on  the  borders  of  eternity, 
forbore  to  hurry  me  into  the  place  of  lost  souls,  and  the 
abyss  of  everlasting  misery!  But  he  bore  with  my  provo¬ 
cations,  till  he  had  convinced  me  of  my  sin,  humbled  me 
under  a  sense  of  my  ingratitude  and  vileness,  taught  me  to 
loath  myself  for  all  my  abominations,  and  then  turned  me 
from  them  to  Christ.  How  rich  the  grace  which  then  en¬ 
abled  me  to  believe  in  him  to  life  everlasting,  to  receive 
out  of  the  fulness  of  his  grace,  and  that  sanctified  my  heart 
in  his  love,  and  enabled  me  to  rejoice  in  his  salvation ! 
Let  me  adore  the  patience  and  gentleness  of  my  Redeemer. 
When,  by  nature  and  by  sin  afar  off,  I  was  unwilling  to  re¬ 
turn,  and  loved  my  distance  and  my  rebellion  ;  and  when 
convinced  of  sin  and  danger,  and  made  willing  to  return, 
how  often,  and  how  provokingly,  does  the  unbelief  of  the 
human  heart  discover  itself,  in  hesitating  to  come  to  and 
rest  upon  him,  and  in  encouraging  those  distressing  fears 
which  arise  from  dishonourable  doubts  of  the  sincerity  of 
his  invitations  and  the  faithfulness  of  his  promises  !  What 
can  ever  equal  the  folly  or  the  ingratitude  of  such  a  dis¬ 
position.  The  Gospel  hath  made  a  rich  and  secure  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  acceptance,  the  present  supply,  and  the 
eternal  salvation  of  the  returning  sinner;  an  atonement 
which  is  infinite ;  a  propitiation  which  is  all-sufficient ;  a 
righteousness  which  is  perfect,  divine,  and  everlasting,  and 
prepared  for  his  acceptance,  in  order  to  his  justification 
before  a  holy  God  ;  and  all  the  fulness  of  grace,  treasured 
up  in  Jesus,  and  dispensed,  under  the  agency  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  according  to  his  promises,  for  his  preservation  and 
salvation. 

But  how  often  is  the  humble  penitent,  with  a  conscience 
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convinced  of  the  guilt  of  sin,  unable  to  trust  the  word, 
the  promise,  the  faithfulness  of  God ;  who  would  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  believe  the  promise  of  a  fellow-creature  whose 
character  for  credibility  and  truth  was  generally  acknow¬ 
ledged?  But  if  we  receive  the  witness  of  men,  the  witness 
of  God  is  greater;  and  this  is  the  record,  “that  God 
hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.’’ 
(1  John  v.  9 — 11.)  Upon  this  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews 
grounds  his  exhortation  to  faith  and  confidence  in  God; 
“  An  oath  for  confirmation,  is  with  men  an  end  of  all  strife ; 
but  God,  because  he  could  swear  by  no  greater,  hath  sworn 
by  himself ;  and,  willing  more  abundantly  to  shew  unto  the 
heirs  of  promise  the  immutability  of  his  counsel,  confirmed 
it  by  an  oath ;  that  by  two  immutable  things,  in  which  it 
was  impossible  for  God  to  lie,  we  might  have  a  strong  con¬ 
solation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  the 
hope  set  before  us.”  (Heb.  vi.  1G — 18.)  What  greater 
security  can,  then,  be  afforded  to  those  who  fly  for  refuge  to 
Christ  Jesus  ;  and  how  base  and  provoking  the  unbelief 
that  fears  to  credit  the  veracity  of  God  !  Yet  how  often 
is  he  called  to  bear  with  such  unbelief,  while  we  profess 
to  pay  a  reverence  to  his  Mjaesty,  by  that  false  humility 
which  doubts  of  his  truth,  and  hesitates  to  trust  his  pro¬ 
mises  !  And  it  is  often,  by  a  repeated  discovery  of  such  an 
unbelieving  spirit,  that  his  people  are  satisfied  to  believe  in 
him,  to  trust  his  word,  and  rest  simply  upon  his  promises  : 
but,  in  all,  his  faithfulness  is  maintained,  nor  can  even 
the  dishonourable  exercise  of  their  unbelief  prevent  the 
unchangeableness  of  his  truth,  the  promised  communica¬ 
tion  of  his  grace,  or  the  rich  gift  of  his  salvation. 

But  in  a  state  of  grace  his  people  stand  equally  in  need 
of  such  a  long-suffering  Saviour  ;  and  surely  we  may  argue 
with  the  Apostle,  that  if  he  bore  with  us  when  enemies,  till 
we  were  reconciled  to  God,  he  will  yet  bear  with  us  till 
be  hath  saved  us  with  his  everlasting  salvation.  So  many 
occasions  for  the  exercise  of  forbearance  arise  ;  and  blessed 
he  his  Name,  so  many  instances  of  its  exercise  occur;  as, 
en  the  one  hand,  to  convince  us  of  the  suitableness  of  such 
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a  Saviour ;  and,  on  the  other,  to  excite  our  humiliation, 
gratitude,  faith,  and  expectation.  A  slight  review  of  any 
Christian’s  experience,  will  discover  a  thousand  causes 
which  require,  and  a  thousand  facts  which  have  disco¬ 
vered  it. 

1.  What  dull  scholars  are  we  in  the  school  of  Christ ; 
how  slow  to  learn  any  of  the  lessons  which  he  designs  to 
teach  us  !  His  truth  is  often  slowly  believed,  and  hardly 
received.  Ignorance  and  prejudice,  in  minds  still  so 
earthly  and  carnal,  raise  many  objections  to  the  methods  of 
his  providence,  or  the  spiritual  designs  and  objects  of  his 
grace.  In  none  of  his  people  has  this  been  more  evinced, 
than  in  his  disciples  themselves.  Though  informed  in  the 
plainest  manner,  they  could  not  understand  some  of  the 
great  truths  which  he  came  to  teach,  nor  even  the  one 
grand  design  which  he  came  to  effect ;  and  why,  but  through 
their  preconceived  ideas  of  the  earthly  dignity  of  the 
Messiah,  their  prejudice,  ignorance,  and  pride?  The 
same  causes  often  still  produce  the  same  effects,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  cordial  reception  of  the  plainest  truths  of  his 
religion.  Sometimes  therefore  we  see  him  insinuating  his 
instruction  in  parables ;  at  other  times  withholding  many 
things  which  he  could  not  teach  them  then,  because  in 
their  present  state  of  mind  they  could  not  bear  them  ;  and 
which  might  in  such  case  have  discouraged  them  in  their  pro¬ 
fession  of  him,  or  lead  them  to  forsake  him.  At  other  times, 
we  behold  him  instructing  them,  with  the  utmost  simplicity, 
in  the  deepest  and  most  important  truths,  and  again  and 
again  repeating  his  lesson  of  instruction ;  but  still  in  con¬ 
descension  to  their  weakness  and  prejudices ;  till  he  had 
prepared  their  heart,  and  opened  their  understanding, 
to  receive  all  the  truths  of  his  dispensation.  So  now, 
when  the  heart  is  right  with  him,  the  same  forbearance  and 
wisdom  is  often  manifested  ;  and  a  little  observation  of  the 
way  in  which  he  has  softened  down  the  prejudices  of  the 
mind,  opened  the  way  to  the  discovery  of  truth,  and  in¬ 
clined  the  mind  to  welcome  the  most  humbling  truths  of  the 
Gospel,  will  convince  us,  that  the  methods  of  his  provi- 
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dence  and  grace  are  still  the  same,  in  the  spiritual  govern¬ 
ment  of  his  church  and  people.  Thus  he  leads  the  blind 
by  a  way  which  they  know  not,  and  by  a  path  which  they 
have  not  known  ;  makes  darkness  light  before  them,  and 
crooked  things  straight :  these  things  will  he  do  unto  them, 
and  not  forsake  them. 

2.  How  frequently  also  is  he  called  to  bear  ivith  the  in¬ 
firmities  of  his  church  !  This  eminent  Servant  of  the  Lord, 
is  therefore  peculiarly  held  up  to  our  attention,  as  “  He 
who  would  not  break  the  bruised  reed,  nor  quench  the 
smoking  flax.”  (Is.  xlii.  2,  3.)  And  the  great  High  Priest 
of  our  profession  is  not  only  Jesus  the  Son  of  God, 
to  engage  our  confidence  of  faith;  but  is  a  faithful  and 
compassionate  High  Priest  in  things  pertaining  to  God  ; 
and  who  can  be  touched  with  the  feelings  of  all  our  infir¬ 
mities,  because  he  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are, 
though  without  sin.  (Heb.  iv.  14 — 1G.)  Our  own  infir¬ 
mities  are  often  most  intolerable  to  ourselves,  which  his 
gentleness,  tenderness,  and  compassion  overlook  and 
pity.  But, 

3.  The  coldness  of  our  love,  and  languor  of  our  zeal, 
make  a  constant  demand  upon  the  forbearance  of  his  heart. 
What  a  debt  of  obligation  we  owe  !  a  debt  how  ill  repaid  ! 
The  closet  has  often  hid  from  the  observation  of  others, 
and  presented  before  God,  the  blushes  of  shame  and  re¬ 
gret.  When  the  first  love  quickly  cools,  and  the  ardour  of 
zeal  for  his  glory  becomes  languid,  if  his  heart  were  like 
ours,  what  would  become  of  the  concerns  of  our  salvation  ! 
But  while  in  his  fatherly  anger  he  reproves  ;  while  in  his 
very  pitv  he  corrects  and  chastens  ;  his  heart  of  love  is 
still  the  same  :  his  dispensations  are  all  directed  to  bring 
his  people  back  ;  while  he  communicates,  in  his  various 
means,  the  grace  which  is  calculated  and  which  shall  stir 
up  and  revive  the  otherwise  dying  flame.  Then  his  grace 
becomes  like  the  rain,  or  like  the  dew  upon  the  grass,  that 
tarrieth  not  for  men,  nor  waiteth  for  the  sons  of  men.  But 
what  is  our  love  at  the  best,  in  return  for  his  ? — a  poor, 
changeable,  mortal  love,  for  lhat  which  is  divine, 
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searchable,  infinite,  and  eternal.  But  he  will  not  despise 
the  day  of  small  things ;  the  mustard-seed  shall  become  a 
tree,  and  the  plant  of  grace  bear  the  ripe  and  eternal 
fruits  of  glory. 

4.  Our  want  of  faith  and  patience ,  and  the  unbelieving 
murmuring  of  our  hearts ,  under  the  dispensa  tion  which  he 
sees  to  be  good  for  us,  require  still  further  the  constant 
exercise  of  his  compassionate  forbearance.  Our  self-love, 
self-seeking,  self-dependence,  and  self-confidence,  are  very 
easily  dissatisfied  with  what  contradicts  our  wishes,  or  abates 
our  present  enjoyment.  And  no  affliction  for  the  present 
is  joyous,  but  grievous.  If  we  cannot  believe  his  word; 
if  we  cannot  rely  upon  his  wisdom,  goodness,  and  power ; 
if  we  cannot  trust  his  promises,  or  if  we  call  them  not  to 
our  remembrance ;  many  of  his  dispensations  will  be 
unintelligible  and  perplexing :  and  yet,  how  often  do 
we  reverse  his  direction,  and  look,  not  at  things  which 
are  unseen  and  which  are  eternal,  but  at  the  things  which 
are  seen  and  are  temporal  (2  Cor.  iv.  18) ;  and  so  lose 
the  benefit  of  affliction,  and  dishonour  him  by  the  most 
ungrateful  murmuring  at  those  dispensations  by  which 
he  means  to  advance  our  greatest  good.  Is  this  a 
suitable  return  for  the  love  which  he  hath  manifested 
in  the  undertaking  of  redemption,  for  the  condescension 
he  hath  discovered  in  assuming  our  nature,  for  the  work 
which  he  hath  performed,  the  atonement  of  his  cross, 
the  redemption  of  his  blood,  and  the  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promises  of  his  word  ?  From  men,  like 
ourselves,  such  conduct  would  meet  with  but  little  allow¬ 
ance  or  excuse  ;  but  his  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  nor 
are  his  thoughts  as  our  thoughts  ;  but  as  the  heavens  are 
high  above  the  earth,  so  great  is  his  mercy  towards  them 
that  fear  him.  He  waits,  in  the  use  of  all  his  means,  and 
the  exercise  of  all  his  long-suffering,  to  bring  us  to  a  right 
mind;  and  gloriously  works  with  the  troubles  he  wisely 
sends,  till  he  effects  the  purposes  of  his  love  in  our  spi¬ 
ritual  instruction  and  welfare. 

But  this  is  not  all :  how  often  is  he  called  to  bear  with, 
and  to  forbear,  through, 
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5.  The  various  backslidings  of  heart,  or  even  the  power 
and  outbreaking  of  indwelling  sin,  and  sometimes  even  the 
unholg  or  the  rebellious  falls  of  his  people !  If  he  did  not 
shew  pity  to  the  backslidings  of  our  hearts,  every  day 
would  provoke  him  to  cut  off  the  best  from  his  love  and 
from  his  family.  But  we  know  he  does  ;  we  have  all  ex¬ 
perienced,  when  he  has  thus  graciously  renewed  his  com¬ 
passion  ;  and  have  all  reason  to  bless  him  for  his  tender¬ 
ness  and  grace.  How  often  has  his  mercy  been  slighted, 
opportunities  neglected,  privileges  abused!  How  often  has 
the  world  again  solicited,  and  prevailed  for  a  season  ;  and 
the  corruptions  of  an  earthly  mind  drawn  aside  the  heart 
from  his  love  and  from  his  ways  !  how  often  has  temptation 
been  tampered  with  or  yielded  to  !  If  we  have  not  in 
practice  departed  from  the  Lord;  if  we  have  not  dishonour¬ 
ed  his  name  by  our  transgression  ;  we  can  neither  ascribe 
it  to  ourselves,  nor  to  our  own  bow  or  sword,  but  to  the 
leading  or  restraining  of  his  providence,  the  influence  and 
efficacy  of  his  sovereign  grace.  How  often  have  we  been 
compelled  to  return,  with  the  language  of  the  Psalmist, 
from  most  ungrateful,  if  not  similar  backsliding,  “  Have 
mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord  !  have  mercy  upon  me ;  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out  my 
transgressions  :  wash  me  thoroughly  from  mine  iniquity, 
and  cleanse  me  from  my  sin.”  (Psal.  li.  1,  2.)  The  lan¬ 
guage  pointed  out  to  the  returning  backslider  has  often 
suited  our  state;  “Take  away  all  iniquity;  receive  us 
graciously ;  heal  our  backsliding  ;  love  us  freely.”  His 
grace  has  sweetly  recalled  us  in  the  midst  of  all  our  wander¬ 
ings  :  “  Return,  O  backsliding  Israel,  saith  the  Lord, 
and  I  will  not  cause  mine  anger  to  fall  upon  you  ;  for  I  am 
merciful,  saith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  not  keep  anger  for 
ever.”  (See  Jer.  iii.  12  —  19.)  "Why  have  we  not  been  cast 
off  when  so  rebellious,  but  from  the  same  mercy  which 
spared  offending  Israel  ?  Behold  him :  the  charges  of  rebel¬ 
lion  and  neglect  are  immediately  followed  with  the  language 
of  sovereign  grace  :  “  Thou  hast  bought  me  no  sweet  cane 
with  money,  neither  hast  thou  filled  me  with  the  fat  of  thy 


LONG-SUFFERING. 


383 


sacrifices ;  but  thou  hast  made  me  to  serve  with  thy  sins ; 
thou  hast  wearied  me  with  thine  iniquities.  I,  even  I,  am  he 
that  blotteth  out  thy  transgressions,  for  mine  own  sake,  and 
will  not  remember  thy  sins.”  (Compare  Psal.  lxxxix. 
28 — 35 ;  Isa.  xliii.  22 — 26.)  Who,  that  is  conscious  of 
what  is  passing  in  his  own  heart,  but  must  acknowledge 
the  daily  need  of  such  a  compassionate  High  Priest  ?  and 
truly  such  he  is — all  we  need.  “  He  retaiueth  not  his 
anger  for  ever,  because  he  delighteth  in  mercy.”  (Mic  vii. 
18 — 20.)  He  will  bear  and  suffer  long,  till  he  brings  all  his 
people  to  glory, — to  sin,  to  sorrow,  to  grieve  themselves, 
to  grieve  him,  no  more.  Upon  this  object  his  heart  has 
been  set  from  eternity:  he  now  waits  to  be  gracious,  and 
is  exalted  to  have  mercy.  The  day  of  small  things  shall 
have  a  glorious  issue,  and  the  top-stone  shall  be  laid,  cry¬ 
ing  Grace,  grace,  unto  it!  What  a  suitable  Jesus  is  that 
in  whom  we  trust !  Of  all  his  characters  this  is  not  the 
least ;  but  surely  it  is  most  encouraging,  under  that  sense 
of  weakness,  infirmity,  and  guilt,  that  consciousness  of 
daily  wandering  and  transgression,  of  much  ingratitude  and 
unbelief,  which  often  humbles  and  sometimes  overwhelms 
the  mind  of  the  believer.  Without  this,  his  church  could 
have  no  security,  and  therefore  no  consolation ;  but  now 
there  is  hope  in  his  mercy ;  daily  experience  illustrates 
more  and  more  the  greatness  of  his  forbearance.  Take 
a  view  of  this,  poor  sinner,  distressed  with  a  sense  of 
guilt,  fearful  and  ready  to  despair.  Behold,  O  believer,  the 
reason  why  thou  art  not  destroyed,  why  thou  art  not  for¬ 
saken  of  thy  Redeemer,  and  why  thou  never  shalt.  Is  not 
thy  God  the  God  of  patience,  that  he  may  be  the  God  of 
hope  1  (Rom.  xv.  4,  5.)  Is  not  thy  Saviour,  thy  Redeemer, 
both  merciful  and  faithful,  compassionate  and  kind  l 
“  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul ;  and  all  that  is  within  me 
bless  his  holy  name.”  (Psal.  ciii.  1 — 3.)  How,  then,  shall 
we  account  for  this  wonderful  love,  so  contrary  to  the  ways 
of  man  ?  Surely  the  ground  of  his  long-suffering  is  not 
any  thing  in  us  ;  what  constitutes  our  need  of  it,  would  for 
ever  have  placed  us  without  and  beyond  the  hope  of  its 
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experience.  He  acts  like  himself,  as  he  acts  from  himself ; 
and  his  glory  is  the  great  object  in  all  his  works  and  ways. 
The  grounds  from  which  it  originally  sprung  secures  its 
continued  exercises :  it  originates,  1st,  In  the  love  of  his 
heart  towards  his  people.  “  He  loved  the  church,  and 
gave  himself  for  it,  that  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it 
with  the  washing  of  water  by  the  word.”  (Eph.  v.  25,  26.) 
Here  is  the  great  source  of  its  exercise  :  we  bear  long 
with  those  we  love  ;  but  as  his  love  is  beyond  a  parallel, 
so  also  is  its  effect  in  his  gracious  forbearance  towards 
them,  till  he  brings  them  to  himself  by  grace,  and  through 
grace  into  his  presence  above. — It  was  this  love,  in  the  2d 
place,  that  led  him  to  form  and  to  enter  into  the  counsel 
of  redeeming  love  in  the  eternal  covenant ;  and  his  coun¬ 
sels  of  old  are  faithfulness  and  truth.  (See  Eph.  i.  4 — 6.) 
Here  he  arranged  and  established  his  designs  of  mercy 
towards  them.  As  his  people  were  then  given  to  him  of 
the  Father  (John  vi.  37 — 39),  he  engaged  to  purchase  them, 
and  obtain  their  redemption  through  his  blood;  to  redeem, 
to  call,  to  keep,  to  save  them.  He  knew  their  state,  their 
guilt,  and  their  necessity  ;  “  and  when  they  were  yet 
sinners,  in  due  time  he  died  for  them  and  as  he  bare 
their  sins,  he  bears  with  their  sinful  state,  till  he  humbles 
and  turns  them  to  himself.  On  his  cross  he  confirmed  his 
purposes  of  grace  and  salvation,  “  that  they  might  have 
redemption  through  his  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  their 
sins,  according  to  the  riches  of  Divine  grace.”  (Eph.  i.  7.) 
Therefore,  because  God  hath  from  the  beginning  chosen 
them  to  salvation,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and 
belief  of  the  truth,  his  Spirit  calls  them  by  his  Gospel 
to  the  obtaining  of  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
(2  Thess.  ii.  13,  14);  and  when  he  gives  unto  his  sheep 
eternal  life  in  grace,  they  shall  never  perish,  neither  shall 
any  pluck  them  out  of  his  hand.  (John  x.  28.)  And  as  he 
has  engaged  to  keep  and  preserve  them  to  the  end,  he  is 
their  Shepherd,  he  is  the  Keeper  of  Israel,  he  is  the 
Author  and  Finisher  of  their  faith.  And  as  he  knew  their 
weakness  and  instability,  he  has  promised  never  to  depart 
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from  them,  that  he  may  do  them  good,  but  to  put  his  fear 
in  their  hearts,  that  they  shall  not  depart  from  him.  (Jer. 
xxxii.  38 — 40,  &c.) 

Their  security  also  arose  from  the  very  nature  which 
he  has  borne  for  their  redemption;  “  It  became  him 
for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by  whom  are  all  things, 
in  bringing  many  sons  unto  glory,  to  make  the  Cap¬ 
tain  of  their  salvation  perfect  through  sufferings.’' 
(Heb.  ii.  10,  11,  14 — 17.)  Hence  he  is  “  touched  with 
the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  because  he  was  in  all  points 
tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin  ”  (iv.  15) ;  so  that 
we  may  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace  (where  Jesus 
is),  to  receive  mercy,  and  to  find  grace  to  help  in  every 
time  of  need.  (ver.  16.)  Was  he  not  the  man  of  sorrows, 
and  acquainted  with  grief,  and  as  bearing  our  sins,  and 
carrying  our  sorrows  ?  was  not  the  chastisement  of  our 
peace  upon  him,  that  by  his  stripes  we  might  be  healed  ? 
(See  Isa.  liii.  3,  &c.)  He  delights,  therefore,  still  to  look 
down  from  his  throne  upon  the  needy  and  ihe  L^lpless  : 
and  though  the  Lord  be  high,  yet  hath  he  respect  unto  the 
lowly,  and  “  raiseth  the  poor  out  of  the  dust,  and  the 
beggar  from  the  dunghill,  that  he  may  set  him  with 
princes,  even  with  the  princes  of  his  people.”  (Psa.  cxiii. 
5—8.)  But  the  unchangeableness  of  his  Divine  nature 
secures  his  purposes,  counsels,  designs,  and  promises 
unchangeable.  (Psal.  Ixxxix.  1,  2;  ciii.  17.) 

This  is  the  security  of  his  church,  “  I  am  the  Lord 
Jehovah  ;  I  change  not.”  (Mai.  iii.  6.)  Did  he  design  the 
work  of  redemption  ? — in  the  fulness  of  time  he  is  made  of 
a  woman,  to  accomplish  it;  and  ceased  not  till  he  could  say, 
“  it  is  finished.”  Does  he  design  the  salvation  of  all 
his  redeemed,  for  whom  he  shed  the  blood  of  his  cross? — he 
will  present  them  all,  without  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such 
thing,  the  monuments  of  his  long-suffering  patience  and 
sovereign  grace :  “  Behold  me  and  the  children  which  thbu 
hast  given  me., ..of  those  which  thou  hast  given  me,  I  have 
lost  none.” 

The  mountains  may  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed, 
vol.  hi.  2  c 
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but  his  loving-kindness  shall  not  depart  from  his  church, 
nor  the  covenant  of  his  peace  be  removed,  saith  the  Lord, 
that  hath  mercy  upon  them.  (Isa.  liv.  10.)  His  love  is  as 
faithful  and  more  lasting  than  the  covenant  of  the  day  or 
of  the  night,  and  the  unchangeable  ordinances  of  heaven. 
(Jer.  xxxi.  35—37.)  To  such  promises  as  these  the  Apostle 
must  allude,  when  he  says,  for  the  encouragement  of  his 
people,  “  Faithful  is  he  who  hath  called  you,  who  also  will 
do  it.”  Faithfulness  implies  engagement;  and  nothing  can 
more  decidedly  pledge  the  truth  and  faithfulness  of  God, 
than  those  promises  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus  yea  and 
amen,  to  the  glory  of  God  by  us.  Let  this  encourage  thy 
confidence,  O  believer,  dissipate  thy  fear,  excite  thy  dili¬ 
gence,  and  engage  thy  love.  Ingratitude  is  the  vilest  blot 
ol  human  nature :  how  much  more  the  ingratitude  which 
can  neglect  or  abuse  such  love  as  this  !  Let  thy  heart 
meditate  on  his  grace,  till  it  be  warmer  with  love  to  him 
who  hath  forgiven  thee  so  mw*.h_  homo  with  fhee  so  long 
and  so  tonJeriy  ;  and,  instead  of  casting  thee  away,  hath 
still  surrounded  thee  with  goodness,  and  pledged  his  ever¬ 
lasting  love  and  power  to  keep  thee  to  the  end.  Oh, 
may  we  never  willingly  or  wilfully  offend  a  Saviour  so 
unwilling  to  cast  off ;  who  hateth  putting  away,  and  who 
keepeth  his  mercy  for  ever ! 

Let  us  take  a  pattern  from  this  long-suffering  Saviour, 
and  learn  the  lesson  of  forbearance  from  the  example 
he  is  continually  setting  before  us.  What  a  reproof  to 
our  impatience,  our  unforgiving  temper,  our  want  of  for¬ 
bearance  even  to  sinners,  or  to  the  infirmities  of  our 
fellow-Christians !  Surely  we  who  need,  and  who  enjoy, 
so  much,  ought  never  to  be  backward  in  the  exercise  of 
the  same.  Yet,  to  be  treated  unkindly,  to  meet  with 
ingratitude  or  neglect,  to  be  carelessly,  much  more  to  be 
wilfully,  offended  and  injured,  is  more  than  our  irritable 
nature  can  bear,  while  resentment  quickly  rises  and  is  with 
difficulty  repressed.  Yet  had  God  dealt  thus  with  us,  we 
had  long  ago  been  in  the  doleful  region  of  everlasting 
sorrow.  The  implacable  professor  is  most  unlike  the  long- 
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suffering  Saviour,  and  has  reason  to  doubt,  surely,  whether 
ever  he  hath  been  partaker  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  or  hath 
any  union  with  him.  “  Shouldest  not  thou  also  have 
had  compassion  on  thy  fellow-servant,  even  as  I  had 
pity  on  thee  l  ”  Read  the  parable :  mark  the  awful 
judgment,  and  learn  to  imitate  the  example  of  his  for¬ 
giveness  and  compassion.  (Matt,  xviii.  33.)  “  Put  on, 

therefore,  as  the  elect  of  God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels 
of  mercy,  kindness,  humbleness  of  mind,  meekness,  long- 
suffering  ;  forbearing  one  another,  and  forgiving  one  ano¬ 
ther,  if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  against  any ;  even  as 
Christ  forgave  you,  so  also  do  ye.”  (Col.  iii.  12 — 15.) 

How  engaging  is  the  pattern  !  how  calculated  to  allure 
the  heart  into  willing  obedience!  Unworthy  as  we  are, 
from  day  to  day  we  experience  the  kindest  compassion  of 
our  Lord  ;  his  love  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and 
for  ever.  May  similar  language  to  that  of  grateful  David 
(2  Sam.  vii.  18,  &c.),  which  is  so  suited  to  our  case,  flow 
in  grateful  effusion  from  our  hearts  and  lips !  Who  am  I 
O  Lord  God,  that,  amidst  all  my  guilt,  provocation,  and 
transgression,  thou  hast  brought  me  hitherto  ?  Yet  this  is 
a  small  thing  in  thy  sight,  O  Lord,  my  Redeemer :  thou 
hast  directed  my  hope  and  expectation  beyond  this  scene, 
to  the  countless  ages  of  eternity :  and  what  can  thy  servant 
say  more  unto  thee  ?  for  thou,  O  Lord  God,  my  Saviour, 
knowest  thy  servant.  For  thy  word’s  sake,  and  according 
to  thine  own  heart,  hast  thou  done  all  these  great  things, 
to  make  thy  servant  know  them.  Therefore,  my  blessed 
Redeemer,  since  thou  art  God,  my  Saviour,  and  there  is 
none  like  unto  thee,  establish  thy  word  unto  thy  servant 
for  ever,  and  let  thy  name  be  magnified  for  ever.  Thou 
hast  promised  thy  goodness  unto  thy  servant :  therefore 
now  let  it  please  thee  to  bless  thy  servant  with  thine  ever¬ 
lasting  salvation,  for  thou  hast  spoken  it ;  and  with  thy 
blessing  let  thy  servant  be  blessed  for  ever. 

END  OF  VOL.  III. 
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